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BRADWELL ABBEY NEIGHBOURHOOD ACTION GROUP 

MEETING 8
TH

 FEBRUARY 2016 

 

Present: Lydia Selby (Chair) (LS), 

Cllr Dave Lewis (Bradwell Ward, Abbey Hill Parish Council) (DL), PC Jon Brett (JB), 

Michael Allen (minutes) (MA) 

Apologies: Cllr Pamela Johnstone (Wolverton and Greenleys Town Council), 

Cllr Ansar Hussain (Wolverton and Greenleys Town Council) 

Distribution (in addition to the above): 

Cllr Rex Exon (Bradwell Ward, Bradwell Parish Council),  

Cllr Robin Bradburn (Bradwell Ward), PCSO Sophie Best, NAG Support (Milton Keynes Council), 

Rob Ward (Milton Keynes Council), Colin Wilderspin (Milton Keynes Council), 

Susi Jensen (Parks Trust), Wolverton and Greenleys Town Council, Abbey Hill Parish Council, 

Bradwell Parish Council, Environmental Services at Milton Keynes Council 

 

 The NAG was pleased to meet PCSO Sophie Best, whose duties will mainly focus on the 

NAG area. 

 

 The minutes for the December and January meetings were approved. 

 

Chair’s Report 

 

LS reported on the EVA held on 20
th

 January in Two Mile Ash.  There were many small items of 

litter at the bus-shelter on the south-east side of Clay Hill near the junction with Downland (where 

there is already a litter-bin), including chewing gum.  As seen on previous EVAs, there was a large 

amount of litter between the closed end of Haldene and the redway parallel to the V5.  Two street-

lights in Haldene were shining during daylight.  Vegetation obscuring a street-name plate in 

Haldene will be cleared during ongoing encroachment pruning.  LS reported a possibly abandoned 

car to Milton Keynes Council (MKC).  MKC then ascertained that the car was not abandoned, but 

wrote to the owner saying that the parking space was not an appropriate place to keep a car in such 

poor condition.  As before there was a large amount of litter in the vegetation outside numbers 11 to 

15 Norrington, mostly suspected spillage from refuse sacks.  MA noted that the vegetation here had 

been cut back, so it should be easier to clear the area of litter in future.  There was fly-tipping and 

litter by the Ash Brook below Downland.  Some of the reported litter (including in Norrington) will 

not be cleared immediately by MKC or its contractor, but will be included at the next scheduled 

visit. 

 

Regarding the chewing gum at the bus-shelter, LS noted that some litter-bins have a receptacle for 

used chewing gum, and DL agreed to look at the feasibility of Abbey Hill Parish Council (AHPC) 

installing such receptacles at bus-stops in Two Mile Ash.  DL will also canvass opinion through the 

Friends of Two Mile Ash Facebook page. 

 

The meeting agreed to hold the next EVA on Wednesday 17
th

 February, starting at 10:30 a.m. from 

the local shops in Briar Hill, Stacey Bushes.  We intend to look around the redway between Briar 

Hill and the underpass into Wolverton under the H2.  (This is the underpass near Burtree Close and 

Myrtle Bank.)  LS and MA hope to attend, as does DL if other commitments permit.  JB will find 

out whether a PCSO is available, and MA will invite Cllr Ansar Hussain. 

 

LS announced that Community Action: MK would be running an Introduction to Committee Skills 
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workshop at Acorn House on Thursday 3
rd

 March from 2 p.m. to 4 p.m. 

There was a discussion on the NAG’s focus for 2016, and on the possibility of working with other 

groups.  There was agreement that we should continue as before with EVAs, rather than focus on 

one particular aspect such as vegetation.  DL agreed to consider organising a meeting involving 

other interested groups, such as nearby NAGs, the parish council and TVP to discuss community 

involvement and other matters of common interest. 

 

LS reported that she had seen a broken sewer pipe by The High Street near the junction with 

Watling Street, and had reported this to Cllr Rex Exon, who had reported it to Environmental 

Services at MKC.  DL agreed to look at the damage, and chase up its repair. 

 

Thames Valley Police Update:  PC Jon Brett 

 

JB stated that there had been no significant crime or disorder in the NAG area since the last 

meeting. 

 

JB apologised for not having compiled a review of recorded crime in Hodge Lea (as suggested at 

the last meeting).  JB will endeavour to have it ready for the next meeting. 

 

Milton Keynes Council and Parishes Update:  Cllr Dave Lewis 

 

DL reported that AHPC was looking at the state of road and redway signs in Two Mile Ash.  He had 

discussed this with MKC, but there is currently no budget for routine maintenance.  Therefore he 

and a colleague on AHPC are conducting a survey (with photographs), and will be looking at 

costings for a cleaning schedule.  LS had reservations about whether some of the signs could be 

cleaned.  MA noted that he had once tried to clean the “Two Mile Ash” sign at the junction of Clay 

Hill and the V5 (on the Wymbush side of the V5) without success.  Also some of the signs were 

faded, not necessarily dirty.  LS suggested that if AHPC were to fund a cleaning schedule, the 

contractor could advise AHPC when they found road signs that could not be cleaned. 

 

DL reported on safety improvements in Brookside in Hodge Lea where the redway from Two Mile 

Ash enters.  There are now give-way markings on the redway and a sign warning drivers to slow 

down in case of cyclists. 

 

DL informed the meeting that paving slabs in Hodge Lea were often subject to breakage by cars 

parking on them, particularly at residences with no garage.  This has made it difficult for disabled 

people and people pushing buggies to access.  The alleyway at the north of Hodge Lea running 

parallel to Hodge Lea Lane has recently been resurfaced with asphalt, and DL is pressing for the 

corresponding alleyway at the south of Hodge Lea to be resurfaced. 

 

DL also reported on the footways in Stacey Bushes to the north-east of Briar Hill, between the 

bungalows and the houses.  Repairs had been done several years ago in Myrtle Bank and some of 

Buckthorn.  Now repairs in the rest of Buckthorn have been costed and agreed, and DL hopes that 

repairs in White Alder, Mapledean and Aldermead will follow eventually. 

 

DL informed us that he and MKC were looking at the feasibility and costs of traffic calming in Two 

Mile Ash, such as at the main junctions in Clay Hill. 

 

DL reported that the main walking route from the Local Park to Two Mile Ash School was now 

blocked by a parking space alongside the school.  There is a dropped kerb which cannot be accessed 
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if the parking space is occupied.  DL has asked MKC to look at this. 

 

DL reported that the failed street-lighting in Brookside, Hodge Lea, has been fixed. 

 

DL noted recent fly-tipping in Norrington in Two Mile Ash.  

 

DL reported that the former NSPCC building in The High Street, Two Mile Ash, had been 

converted into one-bedroom houses, and was now part of MKC’s housing stock.  

 

Litter and Dog Fouling 

 

 There are currently no items. 

 

Traffic and Parking 

 

a) Damage to the verge in Clay Hill opposite the junction with The Approach in Two Mile Ash:  

At the October 2014 meeting, Cllr Dave Lewis reported that he had taken Lydia Selby’s 

suggestion of a verge parking order to Abbey Hill Parish Council, and the clerk had then 

written to Milton Keynes Council asking for guidance.  At the April meeting MA stated that 

he believed there was no need to provide a monthly update unless there was any change. 

b) Proposal for an extension of parking restrictions in Hodge Lea, in Brookside near the shop 

and at the bend in Brookside near the junction with Calvie Croft:  To illustrate the need to 

extend parking restrictions near Calvie Croft, at the July meeting Cllr Pamela Johnstone 

cited an instance in which two buses were unable to pass each other because of parked cars.  

One of the buses had to mount the kerb, with a potential to cause damage. 

 

Damage to infrastructure 

 

a) The poor state of some road signs, such as the “Two Mile Ash” sign at the junction of Clay 

Hill with the V5 (on the Wymbush side):  After the September meeting, MA requested an 

update from Milton Keynes Council on this sign.  (The poor condition of the sign was 

reported following the March EVA.)  See also Milton Keynes Council and Parishes Update 

above. 

 

Other Environmental issues 
 

a) Large unused steel frame near the junction of Heathfield and Briar Hill (Stacey Bushes):  DL 

agreed to visit the site very shortly. 

 

Other Business 

 

a) MA noted the fly-tipping of a mattress and other items in Two Mile Ash by the redway near 

the underpass leading to Wymbush (near the closed end of Haldene).  MA agreed to report it 

to MKC. 

 

The next meeting will be held at 7:00 p.m. on Monday 14
th

 March at Wolverton Police Station.  The 

meeting finished at 8:15 p.m. 


