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WOLVERTON WARD HOUSING MARKET SURVEY 2017 
The Elderflowers Projects 
Company is planning to 
develop new housing for 
active older people in 
Wolverton. We believe that 
there are limited housing 
options for the over 55’s 
who want to downsize 
into a smaller property as 
their children leave home. 
We aim to develop self-
managed communities 
of owner-occupiers and 
tenants with housing with 
gardens for independent 
older people. This survey 
is to find out about the 
housing circumstances and 
preferences of people who 
are over 55 and active and 
may be interested in moving.

Please help us by completing 
this questionnaire and posting 
it to:
Elderflowers Projects  
City Discovery Centre  
Bradwell Abbey  
Milton Keynes  
MK13 9AP

Or complete it on-line at:  
Elderflowers-projects.co.uk/survey

 

Thank you for completing this form.

Is there anyone in your home who is aged 
55 or more? Please tick   Yes     No 
If there is please complete this form.

Q1  How many people in your home are of 
the following ages?

  Male Female

  Under 50

 51 - 60

 61 - 70

 Over 70

Q2  Do you own your own house?  
Please tick   Yes     No 

 If yes, do you have a mortgage?  
 Please tick   Yes     No 

 Do you rent your home?  
 Please tick   Yes     No 

 If yes, is it from:

 a housing association?  
 Please tick   Yes     No 

  from the Council?  
Please tick   Yes     No 

  privately rented? 
Please tick   Yes     No 

 tied accommodation? 
 Please tick   Yes     No 

 Other

Q3  Does anyone living in your home 
receive care in the home or a  
disability benefit?

 Please tick   Yes     No 

Q4  How many bedrooms do you have  
at present? (please write the number)

  How many bedrooms do you need?  
(please write the number)

Q5  Have you thought of moving to a  
more suitable house? 
Please tick   Yes     No 

Q6  If yes, would you be interested in: 
Buying   Yes     No 

 Renting  Yes     No 
 Shared ownership (part own, part  
 rent)        Yes     No 

Elderflowers Projects - promoting active living for independent older people

CAN YOU HELP MAKE WOLVERTON & GREENLEYS 

BLOOMIN’ MARVELLOUS? 
The judges for Britain in Bloom are coming to Wolverton in July. We’re looking for your help to win 

gold this year. They are looking for evidence that we care for our houses and streets. Window boxes, 
hanging baskets, clipped hedges and mowed lawns all help to make a good impression.

If you’ve got large items of rubbish that need removing don’t forget that you can get it taken away  
at reasonable cost by Milton Keynes Council. Just ring 01908 252570.
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INSIDE EDITORIAL
Welcome to the June/July edition of Wolverton & Greenleys 
News. The council has started their new council year. In 
this edition the Chair reflects on the council’s achievements 
over the past year and what you can look forward to in 
2017/2018.

We are delighted to announce that our first ever 
Apprentice, Faith Gyimah has achieved her Level 2 and 
3 NVQ Qualification in Business Administration. Faith has 
completed two years training with the council, enhancing 
many of the council’s services, including councils 
newsletter, website, numerous council policies, advertising 
all council events and services. Sadly this means that as 
Faith has completed her course she will be moving on to 
new challenges. This makes way for the council to train a 
new Apprentice. The Town Council are proud to be Living 
Wage employer who is committed to providing a wage for 
our employees to live on, and an environment to help local 
people learn new skills by providing an apprenticeship.

Hopefully from our last newsletter you have already started 
on your list of 50 things to achieve this year. June marks 
the start of the summer with many events for you to enjoy 
in these warmer months. More information on these 
events can be found inside this newsletter and for those 
of you following the town council on our Facebook and 
Twitter page, Olivia will keep you updated in between our 
newsletters with events and activities in the area.

Lastly, thank you to all of you who came to our Annual 
Town Meeting on 11th May where we opened our newly 
refurbished Meeting Place in Hodge Lea. The council 
took on this dilapidated facility after it had been empty for 
over ten years. Our caretakers, Ash and Alec undertook 
extensive refurbishment of this property to enable it to 
be used by the community. For more information on this 
facility and hire please see inside.

The deadline for our next newsletter is 7th July 2017 noon.

Sally McLellan
Town Clerk

05  News from The  
Old Bath House 

08  News from The  
Lantern Festival

10  An update from The 
Community Orchard

10  News from Stacy  
Hill Allotments

14  The Chairman’s  
Report 2017

18  Hodge Lea Meeting  
Place Re-opens

19  News from the  
local schools

24  The Living Archive  
needs your story

26  Bowls Club update

28  How Planning  
Policy works

29 Diary Dates 

WELCOME

Editors Mandy Shipp & Saraya Raie  
Designers TravisBead

1810
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WFA MARATHON VOLUNTEERS 
BY JANE BACKHOUSE

On May 1st Milton Keynes 
celebrated its 6th Marathon year 
with over 2000 people entering 
to run 26.2 miles around our 
Town’s many beautiful sites, 
the event also coincided with 
the MK50 celebrations and 
within this there were first timer 
runners and even 100th timers!   

The event is heavily reliant on its volunteers 
to assist and maintain the runners’ safety 
and well-being around the route in various 
ways. This year saw a group of volunteers 
including some of our local councillors 
supporting the Western Front Association 
for their 6th year at this event and were 
stationed at mile 15 handing out much 
needed refreshments of water and 
Gatorade, whilst cheering and supporting 
the runners up the hill!

Well done to all involved! (TOP) Marathon volunteers from the Western Front Association  (BOTTOM) Runners at the 15 mile mark 

CRIME PREVENTION ADVICE FOR 
ST JOHN AMBULANCE CADETS 
Thames Valley Police PC Sabrina 
Medford visited St John Ambulance 
Wolverton and CMK Cadets (aged 
10-17) in Milton Keynes last week, to 
give them crime prevention advice. 
The visit is part of the charity’s youth 
programme which sees Cadets learn 
important life skills, such as first aid, 
as well as taking part in voluntary 
work. The Cadets meet weekly 
during term time – anyone interested 
in joining can get in touch by emailing 
david.grogan1@sja.org.uk or calling 
0303 003 0101 for more information. Cadets from Wolverton and Central MK
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2017 is proving to be an exci�ng year at 
the Old Bath House! We’ve got a new 
community fridge project; art and 
photography exhibi�ons; new user 
groups; bespoke MK50 celebra�on 
banners in our Main Hall…and on 1st July 
you can come and see it all for yourself!  

Open Day at the Old Bath House 
Save the date! The Old Bath House and 
Community Centre is opening its doors to the local 
community on Saturday 1st July from 1pm – 5pm. 

We’d love you to come and visit - we’ll show you 
around and tell you about the amazing groups 
based at the Old Bath House; there will be musical 
entertainment; the famous “Nobby Newport” 
model railway will showcased for the first �me, 
and you can enjoy a quick cup of tea whilst you 
browse Nicky Kenny Photography’s exhibi�on!   

So o�en our visitors say they had no idea what an 
absolute treasure hides behind the big blue door 
on Stra�ord Road – come and see for yourself! 

Our new banners - celebra�ng MK50! 
Ar�st Jane Charles was delighted to have been 
chosen to create new tex�le banners for the Old 
Bath House. Based locally in New Bradwell, Jane 
works a lot with schools on large tex�le 
celebra�on projects and recently produced 
banners for the MK50 exhibi�on in Middleton hall. 

“I love the buildings in 
Wolverton, some real 
gems tucked away, their 
history forgo�en. We’ve 
lost many buildings to fires 
and demoli�on, so I’ve 
also enjoyed ploughing 

through the internet and social media pages 
finding images of past buildings and events. These 
illustra�ons will feature on the banners, simple 
line drawings over hand dyed and printed cloth.” 

 
Jane has created 6 panels to flow around the main 
hall as a panorama, celebra�ng: history and 
heritage of Wolverton; educa�on and faith; 
entertainment and leisure; independent and 
enterprising retail; looking to the future; and last 
but not least illustra�ng the wonderful diversity of 
users who meet in the Old Bath House. 

The fabric is dyed and printed and Jane is working 
on the drawings – we are excited about unveiling 
the new banners at our Open Day in July! 
 
Community Fridge Project: 
We have successfully secured pilot funding for 
Milton Keynes' first ever ‘Community Fridge’ 
which will be trialled with the support of 
environmental charity Hubbub UK in a growing 
effort to tackle food waste.   

Two fridges and one freezer will be located in the 
foyer at The Old Bath House from Saturday 1 July.  
Residents and businesses will be encouraged to 
donate surplus food so that anyone can help 
themselves to quality produce that would 
otherwise be wasted. 

We would like to encourage food businesses in 
Wolverton and Milton Keynes to support the 
project by dona�ng surplus food.  Whilst the 
project is s�ll in its preliminary stages, if you 
would like to donate, volunteer or know more 
about MK Community Fridge please get in touch 
with Helen Innes, Project Co-ordinator, 
MKCommunityFridge@gmail.com / 07813 780 
125.  More informa�on to follow soon! 

 

News from the Old Bath House 

“Wolverton is well known for its ac�ve, caring 
and generous community, and we have every 
confidence that the local community will get 
behind this project and support this hugely 
valuable community resource” 
Chris Bridgman, Chair of Trustees 
The Old Bath House & Community Centre 

Find out more about the Old Bath House at 
www.oldbathhouse.org or on Facebook  

“Old Bath House Community Centre” 
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Bucks Open Studios – Nicky Kenny 
Photography 
We are thrilled to be hos�ng 
Nicky Kenny Photography’s 
exhibi�on at the Old Bath 
House as part of ‘Bucks Open 
Studios.’  

Nicky describes her work as 
“stealing the insignificant moments of the day-to-
day to make them seem more than they are.”  

Nicky’s exhibi�on mirrors the 
MK50 celebra�ons but from a 
local perspec�ve, with many of 
her photographs taken around 
Wolverton.   

Nicky’s photography will be displayed in the main 
hall corridor during June and the first week of July.   

More informa�on on Facebook: 
www.facebook.com/NickyKennyPhotography/ 
 
Wolverton Society of Ar�sts: 
There is a new and exci�ng crea�ve movement in 
Wolverton! The Wolverton Society of Ar�sts 
(WSA) formed earlier in 2017 bringing together a 
group of ar�sts who are Wolverton-centric in their 
outlook.   
Born out of the crea�ve community within the 
‘Wolverton Massive’ social media group, WSA 
meets twice a month - at Stantonbury gallery on 
the first Tuesday of the month, and at Bar Bar’s in 
the Square in Wolverton on the third Thursday.  

Local ar�sts can 
network with other 
ar�sts, plot exhibi�ons 
and collabora�ons, and 
work on their art and 
share �ps with others. 

Having recently completed a successful residency 
at Stantonbury gallery, we are delighted to 
announce that WSA will be displaying some of 
their ar�sts’ pieces incorpora�ng a mix of media 
and subjects, from 29th April to 27th May in the 
Main Hall corridor at the Old Bath House.  

WSA are keen to find new places to exhibit 
beyond the normal conven�ons of art spaces.  If 
you have any sugges�ons or would like to know 
more about the group, find them on Facebook - 
“Wolverton Society of Ar�sts.”   

Meet the Group – Laura Carr Fitness 
Laura Carr, a qualified Level 3 Personal Trainer and 
Nutri�onist, has recently started running fitness 
classes at the Old Bath House.  

A�er being told by her doctor to 
do something dras�c about her 
weight a couple of years ago, Laura 
embarked on a journey which saw 
her lose an amazing 7 stone and 
drop 5 dress sizes!  This inspired 
her to become a personal trainer 
herself, and having qualified in 
January she now hopes to help people in the same 
posi�on she was. “I understand how physically 
and mentally challenging it is to start a fitness and 
lifestyle change” Laura explains.   

Laura runs Ladies Only Legs Bums and Tums on 
Monday evenings, and Skip Circuits (alterna�ng a 
minute on a sta�on with a minute of skipping) and 
Ke�le-Fit (using ke�le bells to work the whole 
body) on Saturday mornings. Find out more at: 
www.facebook.com/LauraCarrFitness/  

Country Market celebrates 35 years! 
The much-loved Country Market 
fills the Old Bath House with 
local delights on Friday 
mornings! Originally set up in 
1982 by the Women’s Ins�tute, 

it is now run by Country Markets and is a co-
opera�ve, with its 30 plus members offering an 
array of locally-grown flowers and plants, fresh 
fruit and vegetables, sweet and savoury home-
baking, honey, preserves and eggs for sale. 

Members also produce cra�s - kni¢ng, croche�ng 
and sewing gi�s including bags, bun�ng, children's 
dresses, aprons, cushions, quilts and more.  Stalls 
also include card makers, jewellery makers, a 
po�er, a willow weaver, a wood cra�er, an ar�st 
and a photographer.  Something for everyone! 

Visit the Country Market from 
9am-1pm every Friday (except 
in January) and indulge in a 
cup of tea, a bacon sandwich 
or a slice of the ‘cake of the 
week’ whilst browsing the 
lovely stalls!  

www.facebook.com/MiltonKeynesCountryMarket  
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SUMMER AFTERNOON 
IN THE SECRET GARDEN 
BY STEPHEN OWEN
Come and join us for two Summer afternoons in the Secret Garden on 
Saturday 15th and Sunday 16th July from 2 pm until approx. 4pm. There will 
be live music from local bands, music to relax and dance to. The bands 
and performers who have confirmed are: Mark Owen, The Screaming 
House Madrigals, The Box Ticked, Glass Tears and The Outside This. 

Please take a look on the Town Council Facebook  page  
 wolvertonandgreenleys for further updates for each afternoon.   

Bring along a picnic, a rug and enjoy!

COMMUNITY 
TIDY UP 
Saturday 24th June  

Volunteers to meet at 
10am at Wolverton 
Community Orchard. 
Litter pickers, bags and 

gloves will be supplied. 
Refreshments will be 
provided afterwards in 
the orchard at 11.30am.
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THE PLOTTERS AT STACEY HILL
BY PETER ERRINGTON, STACEY HILL ALLOTMENT REP

who seemed to be permanently working on 
this plot. The shed has now been re-sited to 
the northwest corner of the plot, with water 
tanks to catch rain for tunnel users to fill 
cans, any volunteers are gratefully received!  

We welcomed another three new tenants 
recently, who have all worked hard on 
improving their plots, one of which has 
crop growing already!! The growing 
season is here, leeks, parsnips, lettuce 
and broccoli are all being harvested on my 
plot and seeds to plant now are; cabbage, 

broad beans, onion sets, peas, shallots 
and potatoes.  Remember to keep the top 
soil cultivated to control weeds and help in 
drainage and watch out for the slugs! Don’t 
be too soon for runner beans as frosts are 
still likely!

Happy gardening to you all from the crew 
at Stacey Hill!

We still have allotment plots available at 
both Stacey Hill and Hodge Furze sites – 
Please contact the office 01908 326 800.

Our communal polytunnel after its spring clean

(TOP) Our 2017 Easter Bonnet Parade  (BOTTOM) Our railway carraige 

It has been a bit damp with rain 
to date at over five inches on 
my rain gauge. That equates to 
3,500 tonnes of water per acre, 
wow! ‘Doris’ blew away a lot of 
the allotment structures causing 
so much damage and now the 
drought…what weather! 

A few of us have been busy on the 
polytunnel plot (85) with a big clear up 
taking place with a burn up of the wood 
material and bagging of the plastic rubbish, 
4 jumbos to date. Weed killing to control 
the extensive weed and bramble growth 
has gone ahead. The polytunnel is now 
‘open’ for business and so far has seven 
tenants using the facility. The clear up 
crew being: Barrie, Patrick and Graham 
who have worked tirelessly to get the plot 
looking good. A special thanks to Barrie 

THE COMMUNITY ORCHARD
BY AMANDA HUXTABLE

A wonderful time was had at our Easter egg Hunt on 
15th April. Everyone enjoyed the chocolate, BBQ, live 
music and races, not forgetting tea and cake, craft and 
a great Easter bonnet competition! The blossoms made 
a beautiful backdrop for our special day. Thanks to 
everyone who came, helped or donated!

So much work has been going on in order to maintain and improve your 
orchard. We have a new polytunnel thanks to The Green Gym and our railway 
carriage is looking splendid after much restoration. Our “Peaceful Haven” 
project to provide a lovely seating area in the sensory garden, is coming along 
beautifully. This is financed by Tesco’s green bag scheme. Most of the ongoing 
work, including weeding, pruning, planting, painting and much more, is done by 
dedicated volunteers and helpers from the Fossil group, Green gym, and young 
people from the Macintyre Centre and P.J. care.  We are always needing help, 
even if it’s just an hour, so come along on a Tuesday anytime between 9.30 and 
3pm or contact Yvonne on 01908 320405 or Mandy on 01908 319719.

Don’t miss out on our next event on June 11th when we go back to the sixties to 
celebrate MK50! We want to keep our events free for everyone but to do so we 
rely on your donations! All money raised is ploughed back into this special piece 
of land, for the benefit of us all so please continue to give generously!

Our shed at it’s new location in the northwest corner
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CHAIRMAN’S REPORT 2017
BY ANSAR HUSSAIN, CHAIRMAN OF WGTC MAY 2017 

Dear Residents, 

It has been a great honour and privilege 
to serve the council as Chairman 
for the past three years. On 5th May 
2016 seven existing councillors were 
re-elected and the remaining nine 
positions were filled by new councillors. 
All councillors existing and new have a  
wealth of knowledge and life experience,  
which has enabled us to progress and 
refine our aims and objectives. 

The Town Council aims to achieve and 
maintain high standards in delivering it’s 
services in the parish, but this is only 
achievable if there is a committed and 
dedicated team of staff and councillors 
and I am pleased to say that we are 
very fortunate to have both. 

In order to be proactive the Town 
Council set a plan for the next three 
years of what they would like to achieve 
for the parish. The Council regularly 
review their plan to ensure their aims 
and objectives are on track. 

Set out in this report are the Council’s 
achievements for the past year and 
projects for the coming year. 

THE COUNCIL’S ACHIEVEMENTS 
FOR 2016/2017 ARE AS FOLLOWS:

•  In June a Twinning visit took place 
with a group which included 
councillors, local residents and 
members from the Youth network 
to commemorate Albert French in 
Ploegstreet our Twinned town.

•  Hodge Lea Meeting Place has been 
extensively refurbished and was 
officially opened on 11th May 2017. 
Urban Grilla  provided us with a BBQ 
for the opening which also coincided 
with our Annual Town Meeting. 

•  The Town Council supported the Age 
UK outreach service by funding it for 
a further twelve months. 

•  Citizens Advice Bureau was funded 
by the Town Council to provide 
service one day a week in Wolverton. 

•  Britain in Bloom was awarded the 
‘Silver Gilt’ award a remarkable 
achievement for all those involved. 

•  In November our Fireworks display 
was held at the Wolverton Recreation 
Ground which attracted the largest 
ever crowd. 

•  The Town Council funded and 
assisted with organising the following 
events, ‘It’s in The Square’ music, The 
Dog Show and the Lantern Festival. 

•  Funding by the Town Council was 
granted for a PCSO to assist us to 
tackle crime within the Parish. 

•  Faith Gyimah – The Council’s 
first ever apprentice successfully 
achieved her level 3 NVQ in  
Business Administration. 

•  All contracts were reviewed to ensure 
best value for money was achieved. 

•  Installation of the ‘Bloomer’ was 
completed with the support of MK 
Museum and Knorr Bremse. 

•  ‘First railway Town’ Signage was 
installed to Wolverton gateways. 

•  The Town Council provided grants  
to support community activities  
and services. 

•  A clean-up day was held to tackle the 
littering in Wolverton alleyways as a 
result of owners not picking up after 
their pets. 50 volunteers attended the 
event which was the highest number 
ever to have supported a clean-up 
day. Another is shortly planned.

•  The Town Hall tenants offices and the 
Council meeting room were rented 
out to continue the income to support 
the running of the building. This initiative 
has increased the Town Hall income 
by over £3k in this financial year. 

•  The Town Council continues to 
support and is recognised as a living 
wage employer. 

•  The speed Indicator devices have 
been instrumental in helping reduce 
speeding within the parish areas.  

•  A revised and new plan was 
produced for the council for the next 
three years to continue improving all 
areas across the parish. 

•  The Town Trail App was launched as 
part of the celebrations marking 50 
years of Milton Keynes. 

•  The food fair in Wolverton was 
supported by the Town Council. 

•  Discussions were reopened with 
Milton Keynes Council with new ideas 
to improve parking within Wolverton; 
this is led by Cllr Hepburn. 

•  The recycling reward scheme was 
awarded 1st position, thanks to Cllr 
Fensome’s work on publishing and 
promoting the scheme for residents 
to take part in, thus reducing our 
landfill sites. 

•  A new environmental working group 
was established to look at how 
the council can improve its energy 
efficiency and work with the clean-up 
volunteers and Britain in Bloom to 
improve our streets. 

•  The Town Council continues to 
produce the newsletter and seek to 
make improvements by trialling new 
design companies. 

•  A defibrillator was awarded to the 
Town Council through the British 
Heart Foundation. This life saving 
equipment is now installed on 
the Town Hall car park wall and is 
accessible anytime of the day to the 
public. The Clerk has also delivered 
the British Heart Foundation ‘Call 
Push Rescue’ CPR training for all 
council staff and will soon be opening 
up this training free of charge to all 
councillors and residents. 

PROJECTS TO LOOK FORWARD  
TO IN 2017/2018: 

•  Plans for the re-development of 
the Agora are being produced by 
TOWN and the Council will begin 
discussions with them as soon as 
they are ready. 

Continued >>
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CHAIRMAN’S REPORT 2017
CONTINUED 

•  A new post office is to be housed 
in one of the two prospective retail 
stores in Wolverton. 

•  Old Wolverton allotments will have a 
new site entrance and improvements 
are also to be made, so additional 
plots can be created for local residents. 

•  Raised beds are to be developed on 
Stacey Hill allotments to enhance 
the facilities for potential plot holders 
with disabilities. All thanks due 
to the hard work of the allotment 
representatives, volunteer allotment 
holders and work through Brunnings. 

•  Raised beds are to be developed on 
Hodge Furze allotments by utilising 
money provided by the developers of 
the EMEB site. 

•  New volunteering opportunities are 
arising with events and activities in 
the parish. 

•  MK50 to have more events linked, 
including Music in the park on the 
25th June 2017 at Western Road 
Recreation Ground. 

•  Fireworks display to take place on  
5th November at Western Road 
Recreation Ground. 

•  Wolverton Library to be revamped 
with new seating for a café, a 
children’s area for 5 to 15 year olds 
and an improved study and PC area. 
All thanks to Stantonbury Parish 
Council and the developer from 
the former EMEB site for providing 
funding towards this project. 

•  Greenleys Community Garden to be 
designed and replanted. 

•  Friends group for Wolverton Library 
are to assist with events and 
activities to turn the Library into a 
community hub for all ages to enjoy 
and benefit from. 

•  Communication to be improved by 
using social media through the new 
appointment of Olivia Mckee as our 
Communications Officer. 

•  Clean-up event to be held on 
24th June 2017 and posters to be 
designed by local school children to 

discourage the dropping of litter and 
dog fouling. 

•  Twinning visit by Belgians to take 
place on 1st and 2nd July 2017. 

•  Consultations to begin with residents 
on designs for creating a Central 
Play Area in Greenleys which was 
once one of the priorities from the 
survey conducted with Greenleys 
residents at the end of 2011. 

•  The Town Council will work closer 
with local schools so they can be 
involved with community activities. 
The Project Officer will be assigned 
to this task. 

•  The Town Council will continue to 
support the food fair in Wolverton. 

•  Improvements are to be made to 
the Old Wolverton/Stratford Road 
roundabout through Milton  
Keynes Council. 

•  Official opening on the Children’s 
trail and guided tours as part of 
MK50. 

•  Lots of community events and 
activities to take place, including 
Lantern Festival, Fireworks display 
and Britain in Bloom planting. 

•  As Milton Keynes Council continues 
to cut services the Town Council will 
be keeping abreast of any changes 
and considering the impact on 
the community. This could involve 
services being delivered locally in  
the future. 

•  Appointment of a Town Mayor and 
reinstating the Regalia. 

In April 2017 the Town Council 
approved the appointment of a Town 
Mayor. The decision to have a Town 
Mayor was based on the heritage 
and historical value of Wolverton 
and the significance it has in Milton 
Keynes. We are not only growing in 
size but we have people from different 
backgrounds living within the parish 
which includes residents who are  
multi-cultural and multi-faith. Having 
a Town Mayor would be greatly 

GRANTS BREAKDOWN 2016 TO 2017

NAME FOR AMOUNT

Rashiqa Dance Outdoor music centre £478

Milton Keynes Library Family activities £150

Wolverton Local Food Train Promotional material £164

The Food Bank Food bank £1,000

South Central Ambulance League 
of Friends

Equipment £900

Future Wolverton Old School House project £1,375

Kings Church Community Centre New dance floor £2,000

Western Road Social Club Social events £150

Wolverton Town Cricket Club Machine to restore the pitch £272

MK Friends Club 12 months football hire £1,040

MK Hard of Hearing Support Group Provide online support and suitable 
transport for people with sensory 
loss and other disabilities

£300

Total £7,829



16

www.wgtc.org.uk

CHAIRMAN’S REPORT 2017
CONTINUED  

ACCOUNTS AMOUNT

Lloyds Bank Current Account £12,250

Lloyds Bank Business Instant Access Account £50,658

Unity Trust Bank Tailored Current Account £21,224

Unity Trust Bank Tailored Deposit Account £115,133

Cambridge Building Society Notice Council Saver Account £105,242

National Counties Building Society Notice Saver Account £105,220

Petty Cash £246

Net cheques still to be presented & outstanding deposits £578

Total £410,551

SUMMARY OF INCOME AMOUNT

Town Hall rental and other income £43,428

Precept and Milton Keynes Council Tax support grant £405,448

Allotments £5,815

Grants and income received for Community and Town Upkeep Projects £36,845

Grants and income for Community Events £11,409

Other income £8,497

Interest received £2,212

TOTAL INCOME £513,654

SUMMARY OF EXPENDITURE AMOUNT

Town Hall running expenses £39,919

Town Hall loan repayments £40,953

Allotments £11,184

Community Grants £30,303

Community Projects £30,771

Community Events £34,805

Staffing, Training and Travel £168,689

Admin. (including postage, website, legal and professional fees) £21,212

Town Up Keep £17,621

Town Up Keep including New Projects £46,026

PCSO £17,033

Leased Assets £2,800

Council expenses, insurance, etc £7,620

Total Expenditure £468,936

ACCOUNTS FOR YEAR ENDING 31 MARCH 2017beneficial and would aid in building bridges 
between communities and moulding 
community cohesion. Further to this the 
Mayoral position could be used to stimulate 
community pride and encourage business. 
The other point to mention is that no public 
funds have been used to reinstate the 
Mayoral protocol including the use of  
the Regalia. 

Without doubt success depends on 
both the  co-operation and engagement 
of Councillors and office staff who are 
committed and resilient. The results that 
can be achieved in this instance are much 
greater and rewarding than having a team 
who is not committed. As Chairman of the 
Town Council, I acknowledge that all the 
Councillors, office staff and the caretaking 
team have worked extremely hard and to 
the best of their abilities, therefore I would 
like to thank each and every one for all their 
efforts and commitment. 

Our bi-monthly newsletter continues to 
develop each issue and is delivered to 
every house/business within the parish. 
The newsletter has articles about activities 
held locally, details of forthcoming events, 
adverts from local businesses and groups, 
updates from the Town Council and contact 
details of Councillors. All this information 
can also be found on our redesigned 
and redeveloped website. We are also 
interactive on social media via Facebook 
and Twitter. 

We hope that the new Council year will 
also be a good one, with new challenges, 
successes and achievements. As always 
we will make it our priority to continue 
delivering our services to you in the most 
efficient and professional way possible and 
our aim is to accomplish the best for all 
communities in the Parish. 

   Report produced 
by Ansar Hussain, 
Chairman of Wolverton 
and Greenleys Town 
Council May 2017 
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HODGE LEA MEETING PLACE IS 
NOW READY FOR HIRE BY DIANNE BOWYER 
Hodge Lea Meeting Place 
has been undergoing a 
refurbishment to enable 
W&GTC to open it back up 
to the local community. This 
all started back in 2013 when 
ownership, by the residents 
association was dissolved 
and the building reverted 
to the Crown. The Crown 
agreed to sell the building to 
the council for £1 plus legal 
costs and plans began to 
arise for its reinstatement into 
the community. Although an 
application to the National 
Lottery Fund was rejected in 
2014 it did not deter the council 
from pursuing with the project. 

There has been a great deal of 
improvements made to the building for it 
to reach a standard whereby it can now be 
rented out but there is still much to do. The 
central heating system has been replaced 
with a more economical alternative as well 
as lighting which has been replaced by a 
more energy efficient lighting system. The 
building has been decorated throughout 
and the garden area cleared of brambles 
and overgrown foliage. 

There is still much to do and a new fire and 
intruder alarm are planned to be installed 
imminently. Other work that requires 
attention is the garden area and fencing, 
window blinds, insulation and glazing. All 
of these will be addressed as soon as we 
have secured funding. Despite these other 
needs the building is now ready to rent out. 
The working group have set a reasonable 
hire rate of £8.00 per hour for private and 
commercial hirers and £6.00 per hour for 
not for profit making organisations. 

There is a link on the W&GTC 
website to check availability and  
all bookings can be made by calling  
the office on 01908 326800 or 
emailing office@wgtc.org.uk 

Wolverton and Greenleys Town Council 
would like to extend their thanks and 
gratitude for the amazing support received 
by individuals and local businesses, which 
have helped support us to bring the derelict 
and disused Hodge Lea Meeting Place back 
to community by providing us with funding 
and goods. 

Special thanks go to:

•  The Caretaking team for their hard work 
and time

•  Tesco’s Wolverton - £20 Voucher

•  Sid Telfers – Kitchen Worktops 

•  Ikea - £50 voucher

•  The Blind Man – Roller Blinds

•  Cllr Brian Hepburn for his donation of 
plates and a new fridge

•  Homebase – Plant pots

•  Star Touch Service – Deep cleaning 
services

•  Cllr Robin Bradburn - £250 for the 
meeting place signage

OPENING NIGHT
Hodge Lea Meeting place was 
officially opened on 11th May by 
Chairman Hussain; this ceremony 
also coincided with the Annual 
Town Meeting, which proved a 
huge success with UrbanGrilla 
providing the BBQ for all in 
attendance. There were outdoor 
games for children and adults 
to play with a real welcoming 
atmosphere!  

A cheque for £8000 was also 
presented to Cllr Jo Fensome from 
Duncan Sharkey Director of Place 
from MKC for her part in 
championing the recycle 
and reward scheme across 
the parish – well done Jo!

Pictures from Star Cleaning before and after deep clean 
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Over the next 12 months the project 
will digitise historic film and video 
footage, interview key people involved 
in the planning and early development 
of Milton Keynes, and create 50 digital 
film stories from individuals recalling 
special events, places or objects that 
have been significant over the last 50 
years. There will be series of 4 public 
screenings of the digitised film and 
video material to stimulate memories.  

From the research a full length 
documentary film, a large-scale multi-
media exhibition, a book, a website and 
education resources will be created. 

Living Archive MK will be working 
closely with Milton Keynes Museum 
to contribute directly to the content 
of the new Modern MK Gallery at the 
Museum.  Extracts from the digital 
stories will be presented either by 

 
projection or using digital media 
techniques. This will tell the People’s 
Story which will run throughout the new 
Modern MK Gallery exhibitions, telling 
stories of those key people that made it 
happen but also of the waves of people 
that have come since – the pioneers 
who came in the 1970s but also the 
people who have come from all over the 
world to live in Milton Keynes. 

If you or your community would like 
to tell your story, please get in touch 
with one of the team by contacting 
admin@livingarchive.org.uk or call 
01908 322 568.

CELEBRATING MILTON 
KEYNES’ PEOPLE! BY HELEN INNES

 

Living Archive MK are celebrating  
after being awarded a grant from the  
Heritage Lottery Fund. ‘MK50 - The 
People’s Story’ project will celebrate  
the 50th anniversary of Milton Keynes  
by capturing the stories of the people 
who live here. 

WOLVERTON 
HEALTH CENTRE  
PATIENT PARTICIPATION GROUP

The Wolverton Health Centre Patient 
Participation Group (PPG) works as a bridge 
between the Health Centre and the Patients.

2016 was a challenging year for the Practice and also for the 
PPG with several members having to step down.  We are  
very keen to hear from anybody who could spare one and 
a half hours a month to join our group.  We meet the first 
Monday of each month. The meeting dates for the rest of 
the year are as follows: 5th June, 3rd July, 7th August, 4th 
September, 2nd October, 6th November, 4th December.

The next meeting is on the 5th June at Wolverton Health  
Centre starting at 6pm. We would be pleased to see you  
there, or if you would like further information please leave  
your name, telephone number/email address at the Health 
Centre Reception and we will contact you.   

Janet Bushby - Secretary
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THE JOINT CIVIL AID CORPS
COMMUNITY RESILIENCE IS A KEY PART OF THE 
THAMES VALLEY POLICE NEIGHBOURHOOD REVIEW. 

JCAC is a new emergency support organisation now 
looking to build an active body of volunteers willing 
to meet the needs of our communities and to provide 
support to our professional emergency services. It 
is currently just in Milton Keynes but plan to expand 
outwards as development allows.

There are four elements to the Corps:

1.  The JCAC is the management organisation

2. Civil Aid Volunteer Corps (our operational arm)

3.  Community Resilience Volunteers (community-based 
support arm), and 

4. The Civil Cadet Corps (youth arm).

JCAC is looking for adult volunteers to help with its 
continuing development, from administrators to trainers, 
from professional trade specialists to people wanting to 
train in search and rescue, security and first aid.

To find out more email enquiries@jcac.org.uk  
The JCAC website is www.jcac.org.uk but please note a new site 
is under construction which will include the Community Resilience 
volunteers (which the current site does not).

JACK THE RIPPER – THE MUSICAL
Set partly in a music hall 
and partly in the surrounding 
East End London streets 
and buildings, this humorous 
musical melodrama gives an 
atmospheric commentary on 
life at the time of the murders, 
which took place between 
August 31st and November 
9th, 1888. The murder victims 
were all women, and the 
murderer became known as 
‘Jack the Ripper’ because of 
a letter sent to Scotland Yard, 
apparently by the murderer. 
The identity of Jack the Ripper 
has been a mystery ever since. 

 

Jack the Ripper’ is the 
latest production from 
local group, Wolverton 
Gilbert & Sullivan Society 
on Thursday 6th and  
Friday 7th July 2017 at 
Stantonbury Theatre. 

Tickets, priced £12  
(Conc. £10) from First 

Night on 01908 510452 or 
via www.1stnight.co.uk/
boxoffice.php. Please 
note this show is not 
suitable for children.              

The street scenes in the 
show depict the day-to-
day lifestyle of Victorian 
East London where the 
only relief from the daily 
grind was Saturday night 
at the music hall. There, 
everyone could enjoy 
singing, dancing, and 
satirical sketches, which 
enabled them to forget, 
albeit briefly, the terror 
stalking their streets. They 
would poke fun at their 
own situation and at the 
establishment, in particular 

the police, for the way 
they handled the murders. 
Even Queen Victoria was 
not safe from their wit 
and East End humour. 
The varied music includes 
catchy, foot-tapping chorus 
numbers, comic songs, 
refined music hall melodies 
and poignant ballads. 

The Society is always open 
to new members. Their 
next production will be 
‘The Gondoliers’ in March 
2018; rehearsals take 
place every Friday night in 
Stony Stratford and start 
again in September 2017. 
Please get in touch via 
their website 
wolvertongands.co.uk
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WOLVERTON TOWN 
BOWLS CLUB

HATS OFF TO OUR SENIOR  
CITIZENS’ EASTER PARADE 
It was a huge splash of colour that greeted members of 
The Wolverton Senior Citizens’ Coffee Club for their special 
Easter Meeting on Maunday Thursday.  

Brightly coloured flowery hats, green, and yellow decked 
tables with lots of daffodils, Easter eggs, and hot cross 
buns. Music from the film Easter Parade played in the 
background which people could sing along to. Everyone 
donned their hats for a club photograph and then made a 
special lap of honour around the hall to the song “In your 
Easter Bonnet”.

Special birthday greetings were extended to the Chairman 
Bernard Dackcombe and by the smiles on everyone’s faces 
the party was thoroughly enjoyed.

The season is now well 
underway, although it must 
be said that the weather 
at the start of the season 
was not as warm as we 
hoped or imagined it would 
be. The season started, as 
ever, with weekend friendly 
matches against some of 
our neighbouring clubs from 
around the area.

These matches have been well 
supported by our members. 
One example of this support 
and participation by our 
members was the away fixture 
against Stony Stratford, when 
we were able to field a team of 
twenty four players to play in 
the game, having had sixteen 
players play the previous day 
against Bletchley St. Martins 
Bowls Club. 

The weekend friendlies 
continue until the end of 
September, and now the 
various National, County or 

local competitive fixtures are 
now underway, these fixtures 
generally being played on  
mid-week evenings.

Also during May we had our 
annual Open Day, when we 
traditionally invite people to 
come along and visit us, and 
maybe try playing Bowls.  
Although the Open Day has 
passed now, if anyone missed 
the occasion or was not able 
to attend, we welcome visitors 
who might like to come along 
on a Tuesday or Friday evening, 
to our Clubhouse and Bowling 
Green in Cambridge Street 
when we have our practice 
sessions, and meet us.

For more information about 
the Bowls Club and its 
activities, contact: Dave 
Tysoe on 0774 6954164, 
Bruce Goldsmith on 01908 
310514 or e-mail the club at 
bowlsclubwolvertontown@
gmail.com See Facebook too.
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… PLANS ARE USELESS, BUT  
PLANNING IS INDISPENSABLE 
BY COUNCILLOR ADRIAN MOSS CHAIRMAN OF PLANNING, WGTC
It hardly seems like two years since I 
offered to be a Councillor for Wolverton and 
Greenleys Town Council but the time has 
just flown by. I wanted to put something into 
the community that I live in and perhaps I 
volunteer for too much (Mrs Moss certainly 
thinks so!) having become involved in 
Allotments, Twinning Visits and Planning.  
It’s the last I want to talk about here…

WGTC do not make planning policy, nor 
do we decide planning and licencing 
applications. We, along with other interested 
parties, make representations to Milton 
Keynes Council (who then make the 
actual decisions) based upon what we 
think is right for the local community and 
taking into account issues such as the 
Conservation Area and the Neighbourhood 
plan. In a typical month we consider and 
make comments on between five to seven 
licencing applications and twelve to fifteen 
planning applications; the latter ranging  
from replacing a window, a house  
extension, erecting advertisor the other  
large developments.  

Some planning applications (those 
involving a change of use) and all licensing 
applications have three interested parties:

1.  The Applicant (who hopes to make a 
business out of the new use), 

2.  Potential customers (who are generally 
in favour) 

3.  Immediate neighbours (who may have 
issues with noise, smell, foot or vehicle 
traffic, parking or litter and for which 
reason they object). 

Planning and Licencing do not take into 
considertion “We don’t need another …”; 
as commercial decisions and business 
viability are not taken into consideration  
in planning law.

Inevitably, whichever way MK make their 
decision, some people will feel that they 
got it wrong. The applicant has the right 
to and can appeal. If you feel you have 
genuine cause for concern, complain. MK 
Council do not respond to Social Media, 
only to formal (and logged) complaints.

•  First, contact the venue. They (genuinely) 
may not know that the smell from their 
kitchen is blowing directly into your 
garden or that taxi’s make a habit of 
waiting outside your house for their 
clients. If you don’t want to reveal your 
number, dial “141” first.

•  Second, contact MK Environmental 
on 01908 252353 (or the 24/7 hotline 
01908 226699). MK Environmental will 
investigate claims of smells, noise and 
other nuisance. They also log your call 
to be taken into consideration when 
licences are renewed or an application 
made to vary the conditions.

•  Thirdly, if you feel the behaviour to be 
serious or criminal (obstructing the 
highway, vandalism, public nuisance) 
contact the Police on the non-emergency 
number, 101. Again, this will be logged 
for consideration in the future.

•  Lastly, if you are concerned for 
someone’s safety or damage to 
property, don’t mess about, call  
the emergency number 999.
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DIARY DATES

Visit our website for months of event listings at www.wgtc.org.uk

JUNE & JULY 2017

CORRECTION FROM ISSUE 103 
Fireworks event noted as 25th November on page 1. WGTC annual firework display will be held on the 5th of November 2017.

DATE & TIME DESCRIPTION LOCATION

1st Tuesday each month 10.30-12.00noon Coffee Morning St Georges Church

1st and 3rd Saturday each month Farmers Market Town Hall

1st Tuesday each month 1-2.30pm Knit, natter and stitch Wolverton Library

Every Tuesday 1.15-2.45pm Toddler Group Wolverton Evangelical Church

Every Thursday 11.30-1.30pm Lunch drop in Kings Community Centre

30th May 6–8pm Meet the Midwife - Homebirth Team Rowans Children Centre MK11 2BD  

3rd  June & 1st  July 10-12noon Who Let The Dads Out Bushfield School

5th June 10.30am Rhyme Time Bushfield School

5th  June & 31rd  July 6pm WHC patient participant group Wolverton Health centre

9th June Photography competition deadline  

10th June 1-4pm Farm Fest 2017 The Urb Farm

11th June 2-5pm MK50 – Back to the 60’s Wolverton Community Orchard

Before 16th June Twinning Event meal ticket deadline Town Hall

17th June 6pm Family disco fundraiser The Top Club, Western Road

17th June 10:00am-3pm Volunteer day Wyvern School 

24th June 10am Community tidy up Wolverton Community Orchard

24th June 10.30-12.30pm Children’s Cinema Club 1st Wolverton Scout Hall

25th June 2-8pm MK50 Summer Festival Western Road Recreation Ground

1st July  7pm Twinning event Kings Community Centre

1st July 1-5pm Open day Old Bath House

1st and 2nd July Victorian Weekend Milton Keynes Museum 

6th and 7th July Jack the Ripper – The Musical Stantonbury Theatre 

7th July 2017 12noon Deadline for next issue of newsletter Town Hall

15th and 16th July 2-4pm Summer Afternoon Concert Secret Garden

16th July 2-5pm Wolverton-on-sea Wolverton Community Orchard

22nd July 10-4pm Free tennis day Wolverton Tennis Centre
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CONTACT US

YOUR TOWN COUNCILLORS
GREENLEYS WARD

Joanne Fensome  
email: j.fensome@wgtc.org.uk 

Brian Hepburn  
email: b.hepburn@wgtc.org.uk

Munir Bakare  
email: m.bakare@wgtc.org.uk
 

HODGE LEA WARD 

Rebecca Advani  
email: r.advani@wgtc.org.uk

Pamela Johnstone  
phone: 01908 313639 or  
email: p.johnstone@wgtc.org.uk
 

STACY BUSHES WARD

Ansar Basir Hussain CHAIRMAN  
phone: 01908 579391 or  
email: a.hussain@wgtc.org.uk

VACANT
 

WOLVERTON EAST WARD

Jess Holroyd  
phone: 01908 315342

Adrian Moss VICE CHAIRMAN  
phone: 07905 319140 or  
email: a.moss@wgtc.org.uk

Stephen Bryant  
phone: 01908 313005

Samera Mukadam  
email: s.mukadam@wgtc.org.uk
 

WOLVERTON WEST WARD

Hilary Saunders  
phone: 01908 319271

Graham Lerant  
phone: 07841 114121 or  
email: g.lerant@wgtc.org.uk

Jenny Marklew  
phone: 07843 012613 or  
email: j.marklew@wgtc.org.uk

Patricia Gates  
phone: 07811 256427  or  
email: p.gates@wgtc.org.uk

VACANT
 

MKC WARD COUNCILLORS

Wolverton Ward:

Peter Marland  
phone 07769 365316 or email:  
peter.marland@milton-keynes.gov.uk

Robert Middleton  
phone 07849 725830 or email: 
robertmiddleton@milton-keynes.gov.uk

Norman Miles  
phone 07808 844771 or email:  
norman.miles@milton-keynes.gov.uk

 

Stacey Bushes and Hodge Lea Ward:

Robin Bradburn  
phone 07742 164318 or email:  
robin.bradburn@milton-keynes.gov.uk

Marie Bradburn  
phone 01908 234120 or email:  
marie.bradburn@milton-keynes.gov.uk

Robert Exon  
phone 01908 220321 or email:  
robert.exon@milton-keynes.gov.uk
 

WARD COUNCILLOR  
DROP IN SURGERIES
Wolverton Town Hall  
Saturdays 10-10.30am.
Labour Hall, New Bradwell 
Last Friday of every month at 6pm.

No appointment needed. 
Appointments can also be  
arranged at any time throughout 
the year. Please get in touch. 

WGTC do NOT endorse any of the businesses advertised or any views expressed in the featured articles.

TOWN HALL STAFF
Sally McLellan TOWN CLERK
Mandy Shipp ASSISTANT TO THE CLERK
Dorothy Parker FINANCE OFFICER
Dianne Bowyer PROJECT OFFICER
Saraya Raie APPRENTICE
Ash Randall AREA CARETAKER  
(call 01908 326800 during Officer hours)
Alec Brindle ASSISTANT CARETAKER

Office Town Hall, Creed  
Street, Wolverton, MK12 5LY
 
Open 10am to 3pm on 
Mondays, Tuesdays,  
Thursdays & Fridays. Open  
1pm to 4pm on Wednesdays.

Phone +44 (0)1908 326800

Email office@wgtc.org.uk

Web www.wgtc.org.uk

 @WandGTC

 wolverton & Greenleys Town Council

 wolvertonandgreenleys

WOLVERTON & GREENLEYS TOWN COUNCIL 

Serving the communities of Wolverton, Greenleys, Old Wolverton,  
Wolverton Mill, Stonebridge, Hodge Lea and Stacey Bushes




