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WELCOME

INSIDE EDITORIAL

Sally McLellan
Town ClerkEditor Colleen Wren & Mandy Shipp Designers TravisBead

What a super time we have been experiencing with all the 
hot weather recently. Thankfully, the hot weather continued 
for our Summer Festival in Wolverton, which went off without 
a hitch thanks to the organisation of our Community Officer, 
Tracy Pearson and Projects Officer, Dianne Bowyer. The 
plants around the town have also blossomed in the sunshine 
and were on top form for our judges visit in July for our 
Thames and Chiltern in Bloom competition entry. Last year 
we won gold for the first year and we have continued to 
make improvements to the environment this year, with more 
planters around the town. Planters and beds were tended to 
by the Wolverton and Greenleys in Bloom team, who worked 
tirelessly day and night to plant the hundreds of plants and 
make them look fabulous. Thank you!

Allotments are another area which have been enjoying the 
sunshine, and due to this wonderful weather (and a lot of 
water), hopefully our allotment holders will have bumper 
crops this year. Hodge Furze allotment holders have been 
busy strengthening the constitution of their club, called 
the Hodge Club and will take on the management of the 
allotments from October 2019. They have also agreed to 
maintain the site in 2018 in order to reduce the allotment 
rents which are spent on council staff and contractors 
maintaining the site. The Hodge Club will be responsible for 
sending out new contracts before this date.

Following on from our questionnaire earlier in the year, to find 
out about what activities residents would like the Council 
to run in Greenleys, we have been working with a group of 
residents to put on a sports day on 4th August. The event will 
be held in the field behind Pinders Croft from 11-3pm. If you 
are thinking of putting on an event and need some financial 
support, the council can offer a grant which can be applied 
for to assist with your event.

As we approach November, we will be commemorating 
the First World War, with a plaque unveiling all the names of 
those who lost their lives who worked at Wolverton Works. 
We are also covering the memorial in the square with a  
sea of poppies.

Yours Sincerely

06 | BRITAIN IN BLOOM
The Judges Have Been to Town

07 | SUMMER CRAFTS AT HLMP
Free Craft Sessions for Families

10 | SUMMER FESTIVAL 2018 
An update about the Summer Festival 

15 | TWINNED TRIP SUCCESS
Stories about the visit 

24 | SCHOOL UPDATES
News from Around the Schools

How long will it take you to find Wolvie 
the Wolf? She’s hiding somewhere in 
this newsletter.

WOLVIE THE WOLF CHALLENGE

WOLVERTON WORKS 
JUDICIAL REVIEW UPDATE 
We are “still waiting for the judgement 
of the Court of Appeal over our 
Judicial Review of MKC’s decision 
to grant planning permission (for the 
development of the Railway works 
site). We remain hopeful, but can  
only wait for the court’s decision.” 
Andy Brown, English Heritage 
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     Urb Farm Newsletter 

To sign up to Veggie Mail and receive a list of available produce, please email veggie.mail@mkchristianfoundation.co.uk. 
For more regular updates on the farm, please search for “Growing People” on Facebook.

On 9th June we welcomed hundreds of local residents to the farm 
to celebrate Summer Farm Fest with us!  The sun was glorious 
and nothing like the torrential rains at our Discover Nature Day in 
April! Thank you to everyone that came down to listen to the live 
music from our amazing local performers, eat delicious BBQ food, 
make bird feeders and spinning tops, and enjoy a delicious cold 
beer from Concrete Cow Brewery! If you missed out this time, 
don’t worry - Autumn Farm Fest will be Saturday 13th October 
from 1-4pm - we hope to see you there!
 

We are over the moon with our magnificent new cabin, which 
we use every day for our team meetings and for teaching. Thanks 
go to local artist Iain Talbot who designed and built it, and to 
Bridgman and Bridgman who donated it to us and installed the 
beautiful sedum roof on top! 

THE tiniest little froglet!! The froglets and toadlets have left the 
pond and are literally swarming around the grass in the pond 
area!

Earlier this year the Urb Farm became home to another exciting 
social enterprise working with young people, “Urban Bee-lievers” - 
a new project whose aim is to spread the joy of bees across Milton 
Keynes. We have had beehives onsite since the farm first opened, 
but this year we have expanded our original bee enterprise 
greatly, and Urban Bee-lievers have also started to install hives 
on the rooftops of businesses across the city. We will continue to 
sell the honey to our customers - it usually sells out within a few 
months (it’s popular!)! The community will also be able to attend 
talks and workshops about the bees and buy bee-related gifts. 
such as sustainable candles and beeswax food wraps. Keep your 
eye on our Facebook page for more details!

  Care          Learn       Create      Recycle      Grow       Gather        Feed       Restore

july 2018
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COMMUNITY ORCHARD UPDATE  
BY PAUL DUBERY

Our main activity 
these past few 
weeks has been 
watering! 

It’s been such a dry few 
weeks but we’ve sold 
out of bedding plants 
which were grown in 
our amazing polytunnel. 
We’ve been busy planting 
up our beds some of 
which will follow the 
Wolverton in Bloom 
theme of red, white and 
blue to commemorate the 
end of WW1. The Britain 
in Bloom judges did two 
tours of Wolverton during 
July, and the Community 
Orchard was one of the 
stops in the tour on both 
occasions. The fruit has 
been forming well on 

our trees and we’ll be 
celebrating the Harvest 
at our third event of the 
year on Saturday 15th 
September. By the time 
you read this we will have 
had our Wolverton-on-
Sea event and we will be 
compiling a full report and 
photos ready for the next 
WGTC newsletter.

Apart from the efforts of 
our regular volunteers, 
we’ve achieved an awful 
lot during these busy 
growing months thanks to 
other groups. We’ve had 
three visits by creative 
young people from local 
schools – regular visitors 
to the Orchard may 
have noticed our dragon 
has had a makeover 
and now looks very 

glamorous. The children 
even supplied some of 
the paint, paid for by their 
own fundraising efforts 
and for which we’re very 
grateful. Their visits were 
coordinated by local 
charity Get Involved (in) 
Volunteering as part of a 
year-long programme of 
activities designed to help 
young people engage 
in community-based 
volunteering and enjoy 
the outdoors. Their efforts 
were great fun and we 

hope they’ll visiting us 
again next term – always 
plenty of tasks for us all! 

We were also delighted to 
receive a large group from 
Sainsbury’s Argos, as 
part of their community 
involvement scheme 
and the amount of work 
that was done in that 
one day was wonderful! 
Our sheds and seats 

have had several coats 
of paint, plants were 
planted and transplanted 
and they helped us start 
work on our new herb 
wheel – photos of the end 
result will be in the next 
newsletter.

Come along and join us 
any Tuesday between 
10am and 2pm and see 
what’s involved. 

Sainsbury’s Argos came along to help out in June

Our dragon’s had a makeover!
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1/2 page In memory of Sue Westell

BRITAIN IN BLOOM SUMMER 2018 
BY HILARY SAUNDERS AND LYNDA HAMMOND

The Britain in Bloom team were in full 
swing as they prepared for visits from 
two pairs of judges; the Thames and 
Chiltern Regional judges and the National 
Royal Horticultural judges, who are 
much stricter. We were thrilled to have 
received so many offers of help around 
the town including many residents who 
promised to water the planters on their 
doorsteps and at the street signs. This 
included two families from the Bulgarian 
community who came after church to help 
do doorstep planters. The core team has 
grown to four ladies with Jane joining us 
this year. We are always looking for more 
volunteers to help out, especially when 
it gets to winter pansy planting time. 
Remember, no gardening experience is 
necessary! We are also on the lookout for 
more male volunteers. 

For next year, we would love to hear 
from anyone interested in helping to 
make Wolverton Station look attractive 
with plants, as all stations used to be. 
We are exploring the ‘Station Adopter 
Scheme’ as a new venture but would need 
extra volunteers to make this work. We 
would also like to hear from anyone who 
regularly visits the cemetery to help us 
keep the entrance bed looking welcoming.

The Wolverton Inner Wheel Ladies have 
undertaken to look after the War Memorial 
garden with us and will also be looking 
after the 175 wheel on McConnell Drive.

The Britain in Bloom team were delighted 
to have help planting in the Greenleys 
area. Three college students cleared 
the planters outside Tesco Express in 
Greenleys, which were then filled with 
new plants by Urb Farm trainees. Tesco 
Express and the other shopkeepers will be 
keeping the planters watered. 

Back in Wolverton, some residents in the 
Bedford and Oxford Streets came out to 
tidy their brick raised beds and lend green 
bins. We hope to work with them again in 
the Autumn.

We are grateful to our contractors, 
AxiomB2, for all the wonderful lamp post 
baskets and some of the ground level 
formal planting they have done as well as 
a huge amount of watering.

Thanks to everyone who has made a real 
effort to make their own front gardens look 
beautiful which is evident for us all to see. 
We did struggle with weeks of wonderful - 
but DRY - weather but we have done our 
best and hope the judges are impressed. 

We shall have the results of the judges 
visits in the next newsletter. 

The BIB team would also like to thank 
the Rotary Club for funding new planters 
in The Square and thank the MKC Ward 
Councillors for supplying new planters  
and buying materials for Men-in-Sheds 
who have made the new troughs for  
The Square.

Congratulations to Wolverton 
resident, Roger Everson for 
producing a winning picture for 
the Artists in Bloom competition! 
The judges felt the picture was a 
true representation of what the 
planting and green space is all 
about. They loved the bright and 
cheerful colours which really reflect 
the vibrant culture and people of 
Wolverton as well as the planting.  

The Please Plant Carefully sign, 
represents diversity and all the 
thoughts and ideas that the ‘In 
Bloom’ team and others bring 

to the town. With incredibly 
diverse green areas - from the 
Community Orchard, Urb Farm 
and Secret Garden through to the 
streets and The Square, planting 
must be done carefully!

The Artists in Bloom competition 
was a collaboration of local 
businesses Essentially Local, 
Skills Art Materials and Vitreus 
Art, along with Wolverton and 
Greenleys Town Council and the 
Wolverton and Stony Stratford in 
Bloom Teams.

ARTISTS IN BLOOM WINNER  
BY EMMA JOHNSON
 

Roger Everson’s winning entry
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Refreshments will be available at the Community Orchard

Area represented: Wolverton West Ward 

Councillor Profile 
Hilary Saunders

Achievements in your time as a Councillor:

What inspired you to become a Councillor?

What are your personal interests?

How long have you been a 
Councillor for?

Helping to get the MK Unitary Authority up and running 
successfully  
Chair of Council for 9 years, overseeing development of 
events, Town Council services and planning matters 
Secretary for Wolverton Society Arts & Heritage 
Involved in the Twinning with Belgians from the very start 
Member of the core team for 'Wolverton & Greenleys-In- 
Bloom' from its inception in 2007, resulting in acheiving the 
Gold award in 2017!!

I have always wanted to try and improve life for everybody 
especially where I live

Family 
Cats
Gardening

I was originally a Buckinghamshire County Councillor 
from 1989, and then elected to the Unitary Authority 
when it was formed in 1996/7.  Soon after I became a 
Town Councillor alongside this role, but chose to 
concentrate on the Town Council around 2004. 
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SHOPPING AS IT  
USED TO BE  
BY BERNICE TAYLOR-BROWN

‘SHOWBLITZ!’ FOR THE 
MAYOR OF MILTON 
KEYNES BY RUTH MARTIN 

The Wolverton 
on Film Series 
reached its tenth 
showing recently. 

Roger Kitchen 
presented a 
full afternoon’s 
programme 
including a short 
film in memory of 
Syd Pearson and 
one following the 
huge amount of work that goes 
into getting ready for the Britain 
in Bloom Competition each year. 

The main feature was a film 
tracing the history of the 
town’s Co-ops, the years 
of their heyday told through 
members of staff and other 
well-known local people. Fifteen 

contributors brought laughter 
and jokes, interest in the history 
and sadness at the demise of 
the Co-op institution through 
supermarkets and different 
patterns in shopping. An era 
gone could still tug at local 
heartstrings. The DVD of the 
show will be available at Mrs B’s 
Emporium soon, others in the 
series are already in stock.

The Mayor of Milton Keynes, 
Councillor Martin Petchey, joined 
an enthusiastic audience of 
music lovers to hear two local 
groups, Wolverton Gilbert & 
Sullivan Society and Wolverton 
Light Orchestra, in performance 
at Stantonbury Theatre. 

The Showblitz! programme 
included a wide selection 
of pieces from the musical 
theatre, with soloists, chorus 
and a full orchestra taking part. 
Councillor Petchey met Liz 
Carter (Vice-Chair of Wolverton 
Gilbert & Sullivan Society), Mike 

Crofts (Musical Director of both 
groups), Paula Fraser (one of the 
producers) and Carolyn Amos 
(Chair and leader of Wolverton 
Light Orchestra), as well as 
performers backstage. The 
Mayor said: “I’m delighted to 
see such two active and long-
standing groups in performance, 
demonstrating the vibrant music 
community we have in our city;  
it’s been a very enjoyable evening”. 

Wolverton Gilbert & Sullivan 
Society has been together for 
over 40 years and is always open 
to new members. Rehearsals 
take place every Friday night in 
Stony Stratford at 7.30pm under 
the baton of Musical Director, 
Mike Crofts; their next show is 
‘Lolanthe’ which will premiere in 
March 2019. Please get in touch via  
www.wolvertongands.co.uk.

The staff at the Co-op Drapery on The Square around 1929

IN MEMORY OF 
SUE WESTELL  
BY ROGER KITCHEN 
When you next visit the Town 
Hall, take a moment to look up 
at the stained glass hanging 
in the entrance. The tribute 
is in memory of Sue Westell, 
who sadly died last year and it 
was made by her friend Roger 
Loxton. It portrays the classic 
masks of tragedy and comedy 
– a fitting tribute to Sue who, 
above all, was passionate 
about the theatre.  

Sue made an enormous 
contribution to Wolverton – as 
one of the original trustees 
of MADCAP, as a member of 
the original Neighbourhood 
Council that preceded 
the Town Council, and as 
an active member of the 

Wolverton Society for Arts & 
Heritage.  

Above all, she was one of the 
pioneers who acquired the 
Secret Garden for Wolverton 
– indeed it was a chance 
meeting of a cousin’s husband 
at a family funeral that made 
it possible. Having not seen 
him for many years, she asked 
him what job he was doing 
now and he told her he was 
Director of the Network Rail 
Property Board, who owned 
the land on which the Secret 
Garden now stands. She 
asked him if the Board would 
let the town have it for a 
peppercorn rent, and the rest, 
as they say, is history.
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Knit, Natter & Stitch

Informal knitting & stitching group at Wolverton Library

Join us at our monthly informal knitting & stitching 
group meeting. Beginners and experts are all welcome. 

Bring along your current project!

We meet at Wolverton Library 1.00 – 2.30pm
on 1st Tuesday of every month.

www.milton-keynes.gov.uk/libraries Tel: 01908 312812

SUMMER
READING
CHALLENGE
Can you read books to collect the stickers to 
explore Beanotown and find the mysterious 
buried treasure with the help of Denis, 
Gnasher and friends?

Mischief Makers is this year’s Summer Reading  
Challenge produced by The Reading Agency and 
delivered by libraries all over the UK. Milton 
Keynes Libraries are inviting children of all 
ages to take part once again this year. 

Children’s reading can “dip” during 
the summer holidays. The Reading 
Agency’s Annual Summer Reading 
Challenge helps by getting nearly one 
million children into libraries (around 3,000 
in Milton Keynes last year) to maintain 
reading skills and confidence. Because 
everything changes when we read.

We want as many children as possible 
to read or have help reading six library 
books over the summer holidays. Along the way 
there are stickers (watch out some of them are stinky!) 
and a bookmark to collect plus a certificate and medal for 
completing the challenge (while stocks last).  

Last year we had over 3000 children participating in the 
Reading Challenge and we would love to see even more 
children taking part this year and we’d especially like to see 
more completing the challenge especially with the Mischief 
Makers treasure to find!

Mischief Makers is FREE to join and simple to sign up 
for just come into any Milton Keynes Library during 
staffed hours. The Challenge begins Friday 20th July and 
ends Saturday 8th September.

With thousands of great books waiting to be read at the 
local library there is no excuse for boredom during the 
long summer break.
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McCorquodale’s was a large printing
company which also made
envelopes on Stratford
Road. It opened in 1878.
The factory was recently
knocked down to make
way for new housing and
car showrooms.

The Candy Box used to be two
shops on Stratford Road. Number
81 was home to the popular
barber’s shop Pedley’s – known
amongst school children for its
short, back and sides hair cut.
Number 82 has been a sweet shop since
the 1930s.

Pearks Grocery Store was located on
Stratford Road. The shopkeeper
weighed produce on scales, sliced its
cheese with wire and sold lots of
different tinned goods.

The Grafton Cycle Company sold
Raleigh and Phillips bicycles at 13 and
14 Stratford Road. They also had a
petrol pump installed when cars
became more popular.

Kitchener’s on Stratford Road provided
Wolverton’s workers with good, sturdy
boots.

The London and North Western
Railway Company fire station
opened in 1911. It provided a fire
service not just for the Railway
Works but for the town and district
too.

Billingham’s Fish and Chip Shop on
Creed Street was known for its penny
bag of  chips and scratchings. Sadly
it was knocked down to make way for
a car park when Creed Street
became St. George’s Way.
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WOLVERTON CHILDREN’S 
TRAIL BY WGTC
Wolverton Children’s Trail was 
created to run alongside the 
existing three trails aimed mainly 
at adults. Research was carried 
out and the main aim of the trail 
is to make the children aware of 
the prior use of existing buildings 
around wolverton that had now 
changed their use.

Artist, Annabelle Shelton was asked to 
work with school children to look at the 
previous use of some of Wolverton’s 
existing buildings and to produce small 
plaques to be installed on the building 
such as, Gone Fishin which used to be 
Chown’s Gentleman’s Oufitters and Ruth’s 
Flowers which used to be the Grafton Cycle 
Company. Roger Kitchen worked with the 
children to add the audio element to the trail 
which brings it to life for the young ones.

The plaques are soon to be installed which 
will enable the children to easily recognize 
the buildings on the trail.

SUMMER FESTIVAL 2018 BY WGTC 
What a fabulous sunny day we had for the second year of the 
Wolverton Summer Festival! There were free activities for the 
younger audience, including a bouncy castle, reptile petting zoo 
and MK Pebbles crafting. The pebbles created by the children were 
used for this year’s Britain in Bloom. Adults were catered for with an 
amazing selection of food vendors and a beer tent.

Everyone was in the festival mood with the excellent music provided 
by: Concrete Cowboys, Inlak’esh, Top Banana, Togmor… and the 
splendid dance performances provided by: Ceroc, Kizomba, Rashiqa

The day ended with a stunning hour-long performance from our 
headliner Forest of Fools who played at Glastonbury in 2017. 
None of this would have been possible without the help of our 
committed volunteers some of whom carried out a fantastic job 
decorating the bandstand. 

Pick up a leaftlet from the Town Hall

WOLVERTON
GUIDED 
TOURS   
BY WGTC  

Places are limited so you 
will need to reserve your 
space by acquiring a ticket; 
10 tickets will be available 
from the Town Council and 
15 tickets will be available 
on Eventbrite, access to 
Eventbrite can be done 
through the Wolverton and 
Greenleys website from 
August 1st  2018.

PHOTO Olivia McKee 
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dance for the

ducks!

Onsite parking is extremely limited - Please walk to the event where possible
for more details email katebulman1@btiniternet.com

a family barn dance to raise funds for the 
community fridge and the urb farm

children welcome -      
chilli supper - 

byob - 

- live music by 
  “Innocent hare”
- donation-only event

saturday 29th september 2018  
6-9pm / scout hall, furze way, Wolverton, MK12 5aQ

FARMERS
MARKET

EST. 2005

9AM - 1PM
EVERY FIRST AND THIRD SATURDAY OF EACH MONTH

WOLVERTON TOWN HALL
(OPPOSITE ASDA)

LOCAL FRUIT, VEG, MEAT, 
BREAD AND THE COMMUNITY 

RUN TEAPOT CAFÉ

WOLVERTON COMMUNITY FARMERS MARKET

L L CA
D D EA

CCCCCO
EE D AD A

CA
AA
CAOOO AAAL AL COOCO

B
 F F F F

 ANN AD AAAAAAEEEEEERRRR
AA

B
O L FACCOOOOOOOLL

TT
T
TT

TTTTTTTTT
N
TT
TTNN TT

GGG EE, ME M M       M M M M M M M MEEEEEGGG  M M M M       M M M M M M M M M, EEEE
OOOOOO

T
E E 

UIUUUUUUUUUURURU
TH

R
H

UURURRRRRR F UU
TT

U
TT

TTTTIU T
Y T

TT
INIUNN
, TT

MMOE C
 

HH
, 

TTT
ITUU

D N
TTAE M, M, M M M M, MGGGGGGGEEEE V V V V V, VTTTIIIIIIIIUURU F F F F

Y AAAARRBBB
RUN RUN RUN RUN RU  RU  
D  A

U  RU  R  R  R  R  U  U  U  U  U  U  UN N U  U  N N RUN 

RFA

NND D ND AD D AAAEERBBB TTI
É

N TNNIINNIIITT
T T T CT T C

 C CO
A

OO
T T T EEAA OOO  C 
OO C C C COO C C C C C

T T T T T T T T T T 
 COOOO MM

ÉÉAAFFÉÉFA
M

AAAAFAA
MM
FFF
MMM
FFFFFÉÉ

E E HH
 T T É

SREMR

I
FAFFAAAA
MM

T COE O
O

OOOO
OO

E P
 O

PPAEEE T T
 NN Y TIUNNNNNMMO C C CE CHHHTD N Y 

S
MA

RFA

5020. STE

TEKR
SREMR S

OOOOOOOON N OON N V

EEVVOOOWWWWOLLLLOWWWWWWWOOLLLL EE

VVLL

E Y Y Y RRY Y REE N

E
 A AN 

999
       A A

99
NNN

O(

RTOEVVVV
N

VLLLOOOOWWW
D TN AT 

9
T 

99
SRIY FREEV

9
EEEVEVVVVVEEEE

N OOOTTTTTTTREVLLLOWWW MMMO C MMM IIUU Y Y Y MM C C III Y TY TUUUMMOMMMMO MRMMMMEERRMMMMRMMMMER AAS MS M KKEERRAAS M TT S MS M M M M M MARRR EKEKKKAAARAAAA

ISPPOS

OOONNN
SSS

OOOOO
S

NN
POPOSSSPPPPPPPPPPPPP

TT
OO

O
EETE DDSSDI SDII SSSSDSS SSS

 
TITTEEEEI

 T T T T T T T
UR

MMMM  
UUU

M  M  M    PPPPMMPPPMMMMMMPPPM
A

 
F F  EAAA

 AA
CC  MH 

     NNNWNWNWNWNWWWWWWWWWNWNWNWN LLL
 M MOO

LLAA L
F F F F F F  E E EAAAAAA O O

   NNNN  WWWNNWWWWWNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNWWNNNWWWWWWWWWWWWNWWWWNW LL
NN

ALL
 MO

LAA
CCCH H H H H  H  M MH H  M

MRRRRAAAAAAR

LL
HHHHHH

AAAAA

)ADSSSSE AE A A A AE

   
EETTT

 
TTTTTIII

 
IIIIS

 T
S

 
SSSSSPPOPPO

NNN
OO

 T
PPOOO

TOOOTOTT
O

NN LLLLLLLAAAAAAAAA
OONNN M MCC

 H
F F F F 

NNWNO TNNNTOTOOOOOOOTO
HTTNOOOOOH MC  M M MY O CCCCAAAAF E E E E E O O O O O O O O O ADRUUTTTTTTAAAAAAD SD SD SD S SD S

M
R

MM
R

MM
IHD T

MPM  PPPPPPM  M - 1A

TEEEKKKKKKKRRRRRRRRRRRAAA M M M MS MREEEEMMMMMMRRRRRAA FY FTTTTTTIIIIIIIINNNNNNNNNNNNMUUUUUUUUMMMOOOOO C C C C C C



12

www.wgtc.org.uk

Although he is more green roof than sports green, 
Chris Bridgman has achieved something he never 
thought possible.   

Not content with just one major physical challenge, he signed up 
for two and all in support of the Thames Valley Air Ambulance. In 
March, Chris travelled to Tromso in northern Norway to begin his 
husky trek across the Arctic. For six days he combated freezing 
temperatures, freeze-dried food, camping, and long exhausting 
days. Nevertheless, his pack of relentless dogs helped see him 
through to the finish line in Sweden. 

In May Chris cranked up the thermostat from -28 to 28 degrees as 
he cycled 350 miles in just three days. Starting in Dunkirk, France, 
he pedalled his way along the coast to Belgium and then on to The 
Netherlands, finishing up at the Hook-of-Holland. This wouldn’t 
have been possible without the support and camaraderie of the 
Milton Keynes Rugby Club. 

Together, both challenges have enabled Chris to raise over 
£7000 for the charity, and he is thankful for every penny donated. 
Reflecting on his achievements, Chris says “Even with enough 
preparation, I found it was a case of mind over matter. On the ride, 
I hit the wall a few times but knew I had to break through. I am so 
pleased I did!”. When asked if he would do it again, he laughs “Yes, 
but next time I will take a rubber ring!”.

To find out more about the Thames Valley Air Ambulance, please 
visit their website www.tvairambulance.org.uk

MK COMMUNITY 
FRIDGE 1ST BIRTHDAY  
BY HELEN INNES

July marked the 
first birthday of our 
community fridge 
project at The Old 
Bath House and 
what better way to 
celebrate than to 
welcome our cafe 
guests and the ‘Seeing 
is Believing’ team 
from MK Community 
Foundation to enjoy a 
two-course lunch? 

At the lunch we were able to 
share the fantastic news that 
we will receive a Community 
Grant and be generously 
supported in year two by MK 
Community Foundation. 

The project has shared more 
than 15 tons of quality food 
in the last 12 months which 
includes 2.5 tons in May alone. 
This would not be possible 
without the dedication of our 
31 volunteers who collect and 
prepare the food and staff the 
fridges and café each week. 
The support of local people 
and businesses that share our 
belief in reducing food waste 
and sharing food has blown us 
away. It has been an absolute  
 

pleasure to work with local 
food professionals; Safia Ali 
(Saf’s Kitchen), Xue Liu (Think 
Food), Robyn Edmonds (Taco 
Shack) and Oke Suma (Onsite 
Catering) who have creatively 
transformed food heading 
for the bin into hundreds 
of delicious and nutritious 
meals at our Surplus Supper 
events and Cafe. In addition 
to the café every Thursday 
at 12.30pm, local artists 
and other creatives meet to 
share their skills on the last 
Thursday of every month. All 
are welcome and there is a 
suggested £2 donation for 
materials. 

MK Fridge Pop-up Cafe at 
Pinders Picnic on Saturday  
4th August between 11-3pm

Afternoon Tea at The Secret 
Garden’ on Tuesday 14th 
August between 1-3.30pm

Craft Share in the Main Hall 
on Thursday 30th August at 
12.45-2.15pm

Barn Dance for the Ducks 
on Saturday 29th September 
at Wolverton Scout Hut 6pm

Thank you to all our volunteers 
and supporters. You are 
amazing!

ARTIC TREK AND  
CYCLE UPDATE  
BY DAVID MULHOLLAND 
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LUNCH DROP IN 
Every Thursday 

11.30am - 1.30PM 
AT KING’S COMMUNITY CENTRE, WOLVERTON  

 INCLUDING FOODBANK SERVING
DROP IN AVAILABLE FOR ANYONE IN 

NEED OF FOOD, FRIENDSHIP, 
SUPPORT OR JUST FOR A CHAT AND 

A CUPPA.   
FREE OF CHARGE OR DONATIONS 

WELCOME!
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THE OLD BATH HOUSE UPDATE  
BY HELEN INNES

There is so much activity 
filling the walls of The Old 
Bath House including many 
new groups joining the team 
this September. Whether you 
fancy line dancing with U3A, 

need a little maths tuition 
from Bright Academy, would 
like to inspire your preschool 
scientists at Mini Professors 
or were wondering where you 
can get ‘Arts of Prescription’ 

from MK Arts for Health. 
Check out the new website 
and get in touch about 
sessions or running your own 
group at The Old Bath House. 

*subject to changes, please check www.oldbathhouse.org

Email Helen Innes at 
oldbathhouse@gmail.com  
or call 01908 310 574. 

Office hours are Monday  
to Friday, 9.30-2.30pm. 

Find us on Facebook at 
oldbathhousewolverton 
or on Twitter at OldBathHouse

Visit our new website at  
www.oldbathhouse.org 

BATH HOUSE TIMETABLE SEPTEMBER/OCTOBER 2018*

DAY MAIN HALL DANCE STUDIO BAND ROOM MEETING ROOM

MON 09.30 Baby College

12.30 Step Up (MK Arts for Health)

19.00  Tramline Stompers  
(Line dancing)

09.00 Kundalini Yoga

18.30  Elev8 Fitness MK, Body  
Reboot (ladies only)

19.30 Laughter Yoga

09.15  Preschool Science  
(Mini Professors)

12.00 Private rehearsals

19.15 Wolverton Town Band

10.00  Why Weight?  
 Your Shape Programme 

18.30 Guitar Group

TUE 10.00 Cha Cha Chimps

13:45 Line Dancing (U3A)

18.45 Fitsteps

20.00 Let’s Chill Yoga 

18.45 Mary Quist Belly Dancing

20.30 Fusion Belly Dancing

12.00  Preschool Science  
(Mini Professors)

18.30 Elev8 Fitness MK, SWEAT

19.30 Private hire

10.00 Ingeus Diabetes Prevention

15:45 Maths Tuition (Bright Academy)

19.30  MK Momentum  
 (1st Tuesday of the month)

19.00  Bipolar UK MK  
(2nd Tuesday of the month)

19.30  MK ME Group  
(3rd Tuesday of the month)

WED 10.00  Afro-Caribbean Lunch Club  
(bi-weekly 2nd and 4th Monday  
of the month)

18.00 Black Diamond Majorettes

09.30 Let’s Chill Yoga

11.15 Yoga (Works for Us)

17.30  Chota Yoga with Kelly  
 (parent & child)

18.30 Ashtanga Yoga with Kelly

20.15 Halsa Pilates

10.00 Private rehearsals

18.30  Elev8 Fitness MK,  
 Legs, Bums and Tums 

19.30 Private hire

14.00 B-Well Therapy

19.00  Private meeting  
(2nd Wednesday of the month)

20.00  Sound Bath & Gongs  
(2nd Wednesday of the month) 

THU 10.00 Weightwatchers 

11.30 Zumba Gold

12.30 MK Community Fridge Café

16.00  Safari Kickboxing  
(age 3-8 energy kids)

17.30 Weightwatchers

19.30 Salsa Dancing

17.00  Safari Kickboxing  
(youth boys)

18.00  Safari Kickboxing  
(new group)

19.00  Safari Kickboxing  
(ladies only)

18.00  Wolverton Town Band  
(youth section)

11.00  Employability Workshop  
(Empower 4 Success) 

FRI 09.30 MK Country Market

18.30 Stantonbury Judo

10.30  Physio Pilates MK  
Postnatal Class

18.30   Mary Quist  
Belly Dancing

09.15  Preschool Science  
(Mini Professors)

19.00  Shamanic Drummers MK  
(2nd Friday of the month)

11.00 BBO Job Club (Age UK)

20.00  Green Party  
(1st Friday of the month)

SAT 08.00 Elev8 Fitness MK, Boxfits

10.00  Seventh Day  
Adventist Church

08.45 Zumba 

10.30 Wuchia

09.30 The Acting Space (Childrens 
Drama)

13.00 Islamic Home Tuition

SUN 14.00 Private rehearsals 10.00 Ashtanga Yoga with Kelly 17.00 Total Dominion Ministries 11.00 Light Seekers Chapel International

13.00 Islamic Home Tuition
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TWINNED TRIP WEEKEND PROVES 
TO BE A SUCCESS! BY MANDY SHIPP 

This year’s bi-annual 
visit to our twinned 
Town of Ploegsteert in 
Belgium from the 6th 
until 8th July, proved to 
be a roaring success 
for all those that were 
a part of it.  

We left with a nearly 
coachload full of guests 
(unfortunately 2 people had 
to drop out at last minute 
due to illness) aged from 12 
all the way through to 94, 
the group consisted of a mix 
of local residents, members 
from Milton Keynes Rugby 
Union (MKRU), Twinning 
Working Group members, 
Wolverton Mayor Ansar 
Hussain, a group of 5 youths 
and for the first time, a 
group of young Air Cadets 
(Air Training Corps - ATC) 
with their Flight Lieutenant 
from the local 2532 Milton 
Keynes Squadron based at 
Milmead Hall.   

With a packed itinerary 
the group set off on the 
coach in anticipation for 
a wonderful weekend 
of events that had been 
meticulously planned by 
the Working Group. There 
was an air of excitement, 
because for the first time 
ever, we were honored 
to be taking part in the 
ceremony of the Last 
Post at the Menin Gate. 
Tribute must be paid to 
the ATC who stood to 
attention for over an hour 
in stifling conditions, as 
part of the ceremony - it 
was truly wonderful to see 

Wolverton and its parishes, 
being represented in such 
an important event by 
the ATC. Mayor Hussain 
lead the way in the laying 
of the wreaths, with his 

daughter and one of the 
young cadets, followed by 
Jane Backhouse from the 
Western Front Association 
(WFA) taking with her two 
of the younger guests, 

who represent the next 
generation.  

With free time on their 
hands after the Menin Gate 
service, all of the guests 

The civic ceremony of the twinning of Wolverton with Ploegsteert at the Comines Civic Hall  (PHOTO Jean Michel)

A street artwork made from ‘bunting underwear’ in the colours of the Belgian flag  (PHOTO Jo Fensome)

A service of remembrance for Albert French held at his graveside at Hyde Park Corner Cemetery  (PHOTO Jean Michel)

Commemoration of Albert French at his graveside  (PHOTO Jean Michel)
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were able to spend some 
time in Ypres to look around 
and soak up the atmosphere 
made even better by the 
Belgium vs Brazil world cup 
game being shown in the 
Market Square  

On Saturday, all of the guests 
were again able to spend 
some time in Ypres, before 
going on a planned guided 
tour around Ploegsteert in  
the early afternoon – with 
such a busy itinerary we 
could only begin to scratch 
the surface of such a lovely 
town with so much to see 
and do, and the group agreed 
that the next trip would 
include more time to see the 
local places of interest.   

Being one of the hottest 
days, this year, there was 
some light relief after visiting 
places of interest around 
Ploegsteert by coach which 
included the Christmas Truce 
Memorial and the cottage 
which replaces the trench 
where Bruce Bainsfather 
fought during the war. This 
was followed with a walking 
tour around Ploegsteert 
Woods, where the vast 
majority of us were able to 
cool off in the shade and 
visit the various cemeteries 
including ‘Toronto Avenue 
Cemetery’ and ‘Rifle House 
Cemetery’ that were deep 
inside the woods, a very 
humbling experience for all. 

While some guests visited 
the museum, other guests 
chose to relax in Comines 
by watching England win 
their match against Sweden, 
with the support of the local 

Belgians. The guests reunited 
again to be welcomed for the 
Civic Ceremony of the twinning 
of the Two Towns at Comines 
Civic Hall, their Bourgemeister 
Marie-Eve Desbuquoit and 
Mayor Hussain, both gave 
welcoming speeches which 
highlighted the importance of 
our ‘Twinned Towns’ to all and 
the need to carry this on in the 
future, along with a speech 
from the ATC Cadets. Gifts 

were exchanged between the 
two towns followed by a light 
reception and the opportunity 
to catch up with some 
friendly faces. 

On Sunday there was a service 
of remembrance for Albert 
French, at his graveside at the 
Hyde Park Corner Cemetery 
arranged by our Belgian 
counterparts and attended 
by Albert French’s niece 

Ann Lee-Smith. The service 
included a wreath laying 
ceremony and speeches 
by both the Mayor and their 
Bourgemeister, there were 
10 standard bearers in full 
military uniforms, with poems 
read out by two of our English 
youths and two of their 
Belgian youths, along with a 
poem from one of the ATC 
Cadets. Harmonie Royale 
Band played The Last Post 
and both of our National 
Anthems. This was a very 
poignant moment for all of 
the guests, some of whom had 
never attended before and were 
in awe of what they had seen. 

To end the weekend, a trip 
had been organised to visit 
the Passchendaele Museum, 
the group were able to see 
various historical artefacts 
and walk through specially 
built trenches, it was just a 
shame we did not get more 
time here before having to 
head back to the ferry.   

The Twinning of our towns 
has been brought about 
from the tragic loss of Albert 
French who died at war at the 
age of just 16 and signifies an 
important link between our 
two towns and the everlasting 
memory to those that served 
in the war and those that 
lost their lives. We hope our 
unique link, will continue for 
many years to come, and we 
look forward to the Belgians 
visiting us next year! 

We need volunteers to 
help us with the planning 
of future visits. Please 
contact the WGTC office 
for details. 

Albert French’s grave with his niece Ann Lee-Smith, the Wolverton Town Mayor, 
the Bourgemeister of Ploegsteert and two Belgian youths (PHOTO Jean Michel)
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TWINNING TRIP 2018
CONTINUED 

MY TRIP TO BELGIUM  
BY JOHN SHIPP (AGE 12)

Our journey was the longest journey 
I have been on! When we were on 
the ferry we just sat on our phones 
as there wasn’t really much to do! 
On arrival into Belgium myself and 
my cousin were amazed how cool 
it looked. I was very excited when I 
got into the hotel the hotel staff were 
very welcoming and were ready for 
us if we needed anything. I went 
around the hotel looking at what 
was inside it. 

There was a bar a restaurant and 
enough tables for everyone to sit 
on. On the first night (Friday) we went to Menin 
Gate and I took part in a ceremony that involved 
taking the big poppy to the other side walking in 
front of hundreds of people, I was very pleased 
with myself that I took part in such an amazing 
thing, after we visited the Menin Gate we went 
to the square and watched Belgium win the 
quarter final to go to the semis. 

On Saturday we went to Flanders Fields to see 
the sightseeing views, I even got to see the 
Christmas Truce Memorial which I was very 
happy about. Then we went on a tour around 
the woods looking at the cemeteries. After the 
tour we were able to watch the football where 
we saw England win 2-0. The Belgians were 
very nice handing out hats and footballs to 
us. After our win for England we went straight 
to the council house and were watching the 
Belgium’s giving us gifts and drinks. Next day 
(Sunday) we woke up at 7 o’clock so we could 
go to the chocolate shop, I brought some 
fudge, a chocolate bar and a box of chocolates, 
then we travelled down to Ploegsteert and I 
did a reading in front of the mayors and I laid a 
cross on Albert French’s grave. I was happy that 
I did it but I was also sad that we had to head 
home. I had a great experience in Belgium and 
I got to see a lot of amazing places if I could I 
would live out there. Overall I had a great time 
there and I can’t wait to go again. 

MY TRIP TO BELGIUM  
BY DEVON MACKENZIE (AGE 12)

Staying in Belgium was one of the most thrilling, adventurous 
holidays I have ever been on. 

First of all staying in such a welcoming hotel was an experience 
in itself. The staff of the hotel and the people in general in 
Belgium were so helpful and it seemed like it was their job to 
make you feel the best you could wherever you were. In town 
anywhere you went was filled with excited people about football, 
food or festivities. While walking down the cobbled streets, 
everywhere possible to look was beautiful. Traditions there were 
great and seeing and being part of the Menin Gate last post 
ceremony was a real privilege. 

So many cemeteries and war memorials made me realise the full 
extent the impact of WWI had and what it did to the world. I also 
got to meet the Bourgemeister of Ploegsteert and read a war 
poem to her at the commemoration on Sunday. Albert French’s 
niece was there too and I got to talk to her which was brilliant. 
Going on a guided tour around Flander’s Fields and seeing the 
very small area where those battles were fought in was scary 
when I thought about it. Watching the football with such nice 
people and visiting the Passchendaele museum was definitely up 
there with the highlights of the trip. 

Atmospherically, the trip was great and I would really like to go 
again to learn even more about the war and remember to never 
forget about it and all the people who passed away in this historic 
monument to the world. 

John and Devon with Albert French’s niece Ann Lee-Smith (PHOTO Mandy Shipp)
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OUR TWINNING WEEKEND   
BY BARRIE AND KAY JONES
My wife Kay and I have just 
returned from a wonderful 
twinning weekend in Belgium 
organised by Mandy Shipp and  
the Committee at Wolverton 
Town Council. It was a three- 
day, packed weekend trip.  
Amongst the 60 attendees were, 
 apart from the committee, 
the Mayor of Wolverton and a 
detachment of the Wolverton 
Air Training Corps.

The Menin Gate Ceremony 
is performed every day, 365 
days a year, and is incredibly 
moving. It contains the names 
of thousands of allied troops 

who died at Ypres during the 
first World War, and for whom 
there is no known grave.

The Ceremony performed at 
the Graveside of Albert French 
was an incredibly moving 
Ceremony, especially as it was 
the 100th Anniversary of the 
end of the Great War. 

Would we go on another trip 
like this? You try and stop us! 
A very big thank you to all who 
were involved in the planning 
and execution of this trip, and 
also to our coach driver from 
Motts Travel who was amazing. 

On the 15th June on the 
anniversary of Albert 
French’s death, a special 
tree planting ceremony 
took place in The Square, 
Wolverton to commemorate 
Albert French and other local 
men who served in the Great 
War 1914-1918. 

The initial tree planting idea 
came from Beverley Sabey, 
who is currently working on the 
project ‘Wolverton Remembers’. 
After discussing this with the 
Twinning Working Group it was 

agreed by all that this would be 
a fitting tribute to Albert French 
and everyone else who had 
served in the war locally. 

This special event was well 
attended by local residents and 
businesses, Councillors, The 
Wolverton Mayor, members of 
the RBL and a special surprise 
visit from Albert French’s niece 
Ann, who had made the trip 
from Monmouthshire. Special 
thanks go to the students from 
The Radcliffe School who paid 
tribute by taking part in reading 
out letters and poems written by 

Albert French and his sister May, 
in this event to remember those 
who ultimately helped to save 
our today.  

The tree was then officially 
planted by the Wolverton Mayor 
Ansar Hussain, with a special 
plaque installed at the site 
which reads “To commemorate 
Albert French and all others from 
Wolverton who served in the 
Great War 1914-1918”.

Special thanks to Foundation 
House for allowing our volunteers 
to serve refreshments at the cafe.

ALBERT FRENCH TREE COMMEMORATION

Newly installed in The Square
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For more info call Allan Huxtable 01908 319719 

No booking required. Visit www.wecmk.org 

 

TREASURE 
SEEKERS! 

 

 

Free! August 13th – 17th 
 

 

       For children aged 4-11: Treasure seekers! 
   Every morning, Mon – Fri, 10.30-12 on Bushfield School field, MK12 5JG. 

Pirate Games, Quizzes, Competitions, Bible Stories, Songs, Prizes! 
 

    For all the family:   Hunt for Treasure! 
Tuesday 14th August 7pm – Follow the clues around Wolverton! 

Find the treasure and keep an eye out for the pirates! 
                        Starts and ends on Bushfield School Field. 
                              Ends with refreshments and a short talk 

                about the Christian faith. 
 

Pirate Boot Camp! 
  Thursday 16th August 7pm 
Piratical challenges for all the family! Walk the Plank, 
Whack the Rat, Bob for Apples and much more! 

     Prizes for highest scoring families. 
On Bushfield School Field. 

Ends with refreshments and a short talk about the Christian faith. 

 

	

					www.wecmk.org	

Tuesdays 
1.15 – 2.45pm 
Wolverton Evangelical Church 

down the alley beside 
108a Church Street 
For more info call 
Mandy 01908 319719 

or Jane 01908 415978  
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If you are unsure phone MKC on 01908 252570 collection days in the
parish are usually on Fridays except over Bank Holidays

YOUR waste is YOUR responsibility......You could face prosecution
and an UNLIMITED FINE if your waste ends up being fly tipped 

description of the person or vehicle if possible. As a fly tipper, these people are
doing something illegal and don’t want to be caught, remember don’t  
put yourself at risk.

Instead of throwing things away, try to find other ways to use them again

You have a  duty of care to dispose of your waste in the correct
manner

 use other methods of disposal including the tip

time and place of the incident,  

If you know of anybody fly tipping,
REPORT  it to MKC.  Note the date, 

Look after your environment

VOLUNTEERS 
NEEDED FOR 
LANTERN 
FESTIVAL  
BY WGTC 

The 30th Lantern Festival will be taking place this 
year. This annual festival has been successfully 
running for so long due to the active 
engagement of the community. 

The festival has become synonymous with Wolverton and is 
something that everyone always looks forward to. Eager to 
continue the success of previous years, the Lantern Festival 
Committee are looking for volunteers to help with the running 
of the event. This year’s Lantern Festival parade will be taking 
place on Saturday 24th November. If you are interested in 
helping out, then please get in touch with the Town Hall office 
on 01908 326800 or email us on office@wgtc.org.uk. We look 
forward to seeing you there and to making the 30th Lantern 
Festival the most exciting one yet!   

With only a short 
time in which to put 
something together, 
the tea party we put 
on went really well 
in the meeting place 
to celebrate the 
royal wedding. With 
limited time to set up, 
residents, friends and 
family pulled together 
to hang bunting, put 
out tables and get 
everything ready  
for 3:30pm. 

During the 2 hours that we had 
the hall, 7 families from both 
Greenleys and Hodge Lea 

came along. The crafts that we 
provided were; crown making 
with sticky jewels, banner 
making and cake and biscuit 
decorating. The crown making 
and cake decorating seemed 
to be very popular amongst the 
little ones.

Tea, coffee and squash were 
provided as well as a number  
of cakes which were enjoyed 
by everyone.

In the hope of engaging the 
community we also had a 
community tree, on which we 
hoped the visitors would put a 
hand print in paint, this proved 
popular with both children and 
adults alike and it is hoped that 
the tree might be displayed in 
the meeting place.

I would personally like to thank 
residents Emily Benton and 
Diesel for all the hard work they 

put in on the day and  
for helping with the clearing  
up afterwards.

HODGE LEA ROYAL WEDDING TEA PARTY  
BY PAUL FUSSELL
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UPDATE ON THE 
33/33A BUSES  
BY STUART SIMMONDS 

It has been possible to retain an hourly 
Monday to Saturday service between Central 
Milton Keynes and Northampton through a 
combination of actions.

To enable Northants to access additional S106 funding journeys 
will be revised to operate via Tesco Mereway in Northampton. To 
accommodate this the service will terminate at CMK, The Point 
instead of CMK, Theatre District. There will also be changes to 
lightly used evening peak journeys within Northants which will be 
withdrawn, but morning and evening peak journeys within Milton 
Keynes together with School journeys to St Paul and Elizabeth 
Woodville school will be retained.

GREENLEYS COMMUNITY 
GARDEN UPDATE  
BY WGTC

Once again, our 
caretakers have been 
busy around the town 
working to keep the 
parish beautiful and tidy.   

Their latest project was 
Greenleys Community Garden. 
The caretaking team have 
worked hard to clear away all 
the overgrown grass and any 
stray weeds to reveal working 
sundial. As seen in these 
pictures, you can stand on the 
bright yellow blocks at any time 

of the day and it will tell you 
the actual time. As previously 
mentioned in the last issue, the 
brand-new railway sleepers 
that the caretakers installed are 
coming on rather nicely. 

The Artists in Bloom 
competition was a 
collaboration of local 
businesses Essentially Local, 
Skills Art Materials and Vitreus 
Art, along with Wolverton 
and Greenleys Town Council 
and the Wolverton and Stony 
Stratford in Bloom Teams.

JESSICA’S  
RAINBOW RUN 
2018 BY EMMA GILEAD

Well that’s it for another year! Our annual Jessica’s 
Rainbow Run 2018 was an absolutely awesome 
day, I don’t think it could have been any better. 
The weather was perfect with the sun shining all 
afternoon whilst everyone was having fun.

This event was created by Jessica for Harry so it’s a very significant 
event for the charity and for Odette and Lee, the co-founders of 
Harry’s Rainbow. 

We had 232 children taking part at Wolverton Recreation Ground 
in either the ½ or 1-mile event with ages ranging from 0-18 years 
old, including Jessica and two of her friends doing a 5-legged race! 
Each child was presented with an amazing medal and goody bag 
at the end.  

In total from sponsorships and fundraising on the day we have 
raised over £3000! Which is a great amount allowing Harry’s 
Rainbow to continue doing what we do best, which is supporting 
the families of bereaved children in MK.

There are so many people we must thank, from our excellent 
Harry’s Heroes, and our Events team, to our stall holders, food 
vendors, Entertainers, DJ, photographer, prize donators, and of 
course the fantastic runners and their lovely families for coming 
along to enjoy the day, not to mention those who raised and 
donated sponsorship! Your support means so much to us!  
THANK YOU!

Please save the date for next year as Jessica’s Rainbow Run and 
Fun Day 2019 will be held on Saturday 9th June at Wolverton Rec.

The next event Harry’s Rainbow have planned is the London to 
Brighton Bike Ride on 16th September. So far, we have 35 riders 
(including Mandy Shipp from WGTC) raring to take on the epic 56-
mile bike ride, leaving from Clapham Common and finishing on the 
seafront in Brighton. 

If you’d like to know more about this event please contact Emma 
on emma@harrysrainbow.co.uk.
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Wyvern School & Wyvern School Nursery 
Your local School for children aged 3-7 years ‘at the heart of your Community’

WYVERN SCHOOL NURSERY 

Aylesbury Street, Wolverton, Milton Keynes MK12 5HU   |  Telephone: 01908 312275   |  Email: office@wyvernschool.org 

Will your child will be 
aged 3 years old by 
31st August 2018? If  
so they are eligible 
to join our vibrant, 
stimulating Nursery this 
coming September. 

•  We offer 15 hour funded places 
to all our Nursery children 

•  We offer 30 hour funded places, 
where families are eligible

•  Morning sessions from 8.30am 
until 11.30am & afternoon 
sessions from 12noon until 3pm

•  We offer additional paid-for 
sessions for those families  
who are not entitled to the  
30 hour funding

•  Breakfast Club (from 8am) and 
Lunch Club (from 11.30am until 
12 noon) are available

•  We do our best to offer you 
the hours that work best for 
you and your work and home 

commitments

***  If your child will be 3 years old by 
31st December 2018, they are eligible 
to join us in January 2019

***  If your child will be 3 years old by 
31st March 2019, they are eligible to 
join us in April 2019

Come and visit our lovely 

Early Years setting and meet 

our Qualified Teachers and 

Nursery staff. Come and see for 

yourselves the exciting learning 

activities our children take part in.

  

If you would like any more 
information or advice, 
or would like to make 
an appointment, please 
contact our School Office  
– we are happy to help.

MAKING CHANGES  
AT WYVERN SCHOOL   
BY STEVE SPRINGETT-MCHUGH 

BUSHFIELD  
SCHOOL UPDATE    
BY STEVE SPRINGETT-MCHUGH 

It has been a very busy term at Wyvern with 
lots of positive change and improvements. 

We have begun a large investment in technology where 
almost every classroom has got a brand new interactive LCD 
teaching screen and every teacher has a laptop to work with.

The environment has been enhanced through brand new 
carpets, a program of re-painting with brand new teaching 
spaces being created for the children in KS1.

We are really pleased with our new nursery provision,  
with children already on the waiting list for after Christmas 
and Easter.

If you haven’t already, come back and see the difference we  
are making!

The school is continuously looking at 
our provision, investing in resources and 
improving the site.

We are really pleased to announce a huge investment in 
our playground, which has seen new trails, climbing frame 
and climbing walls installed to enhance the children’s play 
provision. In addition to this, the entire playground is due to 
be re-surfaced with new line marking for play and PE. Finally, 
brand new shades and seating areas are going along the edge 
of the field to provide more shading spaces for the children.

Finally, we have had our pond rejuvenated, complete with new 
pond plants, thanks to the team from Santander.

We look forward to sharing these developments with you.
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News from Greenleys First School 
 

Where Children Come First 
The Summer term has been packed with activities for the children who have all been very busy! 
They have been out and about visiting the local area, and taking part in Healthy Schools Week, 

Community Week and Science Day. 
School Trips  
All children in school have been out on coach trips. Our Foundation Stage children were the first 
to enjoy a day at Woburn Safari Park – it was a gloriously sunny day and everyone had a great 
time. The children saw lots of animals whilst driving around the park in the coach. They also saw 
the Sea Lion Show, elephants, kangaroos, penguins and were able to walk through the lemurs. 
They returned to school happy but tired. What a lovely day! 
 
Children in Year 1 were next, and went off in their coach to Whipsnade Zoo where they all saw 
the Sea Lion Splash Show, and were able to go up the Giraffe Tower to see the giraffes face to 
face! Everyone had a lovely day meeting all the animals and enjoying their picnic lunches. 
 
All the Year 2 children went off to visit the seaside at Southend. This was a fabulous day – many 
children will not have had the opportunity to go to the seaside so we were especially pleased to 
be able to take all of them. They all enjoyed their day at the seaside, paddling and eating a 
picnic lunch and also having an ice cream! Everyone arrived home sandy and happy. 
 
New Trim Trail 

We are absolutely 
delighted with our new 
Trim Trail outside the 
front of the school 
building. This has 
provided a whole new 
source of fun for the 
children at break times 
and lunchtimes.  We 
hope to develop 

children’s balancing and co-ordination skills by 
learning to navigate the trail. 
 
 
Next Year 
We are very sad to say goodbye to all our children 
in Year 2 who left us at the end of July and will be 
moving up to their new schools in September. We held a very moving Leavers’ Assembly at 
which most of the adults shed a tear (including the staff), and the children enjoyed a Leavers’ 
BBQ when they got to wear their party clothes and had a bit of a dance. 
 
At the beginning of next term, we are looking forward to welcoming all our new children into the 
Foundation Stage. If parents have any queries, you are welcome to contact the school at any 
time. 
 

If your child was born between 01.09.13 and 31.08.14 and you have not applied for a 
school place yet, please contact Milton Keynes Council as a matter of urgency to arrange 

for your child to attend school in September. 
 
 
Our school website address is www.greenleysfirstschool.org.uk. Please take a look! 
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Dying for a Pint?
Come and Chat about the
End of Life over a Beer!*

Friendly, informal, chatty group of people who want to talk 
about death and dying in a supportive, open environment

Come and join us!!

The Galleon Pub
Old Wolverton Road

Wolverton
MK12 5NL

Thurs 16th August at 7pm

*wine, gin, lemonade and other alternative refreshments available
More Info: dyingwellMK@gmail.com or call Zana 07527 092522

MK Life and
Death Community

Collective
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Recently, the pupils took part 
in a range of health and fitness 
activities including a mini world 
cup in Year 3, fruit kebab making 
in Year 4, daily laps around the 
field in Years 5 and 6 as well as 
learning about a country in the 
World Cup.

The pupils took part in a fun run to try 
and earn points for their houses. All the 
pupils took part and although it was not a 
competition, there were some pupils who 

completed a considerable number of laps 
in just 30 minutes. 

In addition to this, the whole school 
enjoyed an exciting Food Showdown 
assembly! Chef Ian taught everyone about 
how breakfast is the most important meal 
of the day and how important it is to have 
healthy, balanced meals. There was then a 
live cook off between the Green Peas and 
the Red Chillies, whose head chefs were 
teachers. Chef Ian talked them all through 
what the ingredients were and only gave 
the teams 15 minutes to design and cook a 
healthy balanced meal! 

The Green Peas chose a Chinese-style 
chicken stir-fry whereas the Red Chillies 
chose a vegetarian curry with Bombay 
potatoes. All the children on the teams 
worked fantastically well and safely to 
produce two amazingly tasty - and healthy 
- meals! Afterwards lots of the children 
from the audience took part in a taste test. 

The Red Chillies were victorious, although 
it was an incredibly close call between the 
two teams.  

Chef Ian clearly enjoyed himself and had 
the following to say about his visit:

“Thank you for your booking today for  
the School Food Showdown, your pupils 
are really great, and keen to get involved. 
They were a real testament to Greenleys 
Junior School!”

NEWS FROM GREENLEYS JUNIOR 
SCHOOL BY JANET JAGO

MILTON KEYNES YOUTH CHOIR 
CELEBRATES 21 YEARS BY IMOGEN ALLEN 
The official proceedings kicked of with 
a reception at which we welcomed the 
Deputy Mayor, Cllr Sam Crooks and 
Deputy Mayoress, Mme Isabelle Musnik 
Crooks. They joined many parents, as 
well as current and former singers and 
members of the MK Chorale who helped 
set up the choir in the first place. We were 
also delighted that John Gibbons; the first 
Musical Director of the choir was able 
to join us for a short visit before leaving 
to run one of his own rehearsals. There 
was a huge amount of work involved, by 
musicians, parents and those battling the 
traffic to get there, but what a great day 
we had! 

For the concert, we were joined by former 
members, who were originally involved with 
the choir, to sing old favourites (including 
an updated version of the 4 Chord Mashup 
put together by choir members and 

conducted by one of its creators), sang 
some fabulous solos and also performed 
Mozart’s ‘Ave Verum Corpus’ (which they 
rehearsed for the first time that morning). 
We were also joined by The Reluctants who 
sang some lovely a cappella arrangements 
of songs including a cover of ‘One Voice’ 
by The Wailin’ Jennys.

As well as choosing some of their 
favourites, the choir sang a couple 
of new pieces by Craig McLeish (our 
inspirational MD). The world premiere 
of his Commission ‘Sing Again’, written 
especially for the occasion featured a 
wonderful mashup of 3 jazz favourites 
including ‘It’s a Swing Thing’, which was 
enjoyed by all. I have had so many lovely 
messages from members of the audience 
and am planning to set up an area of 
the website to include lots of photos, 
comments and possibly some video.

We followed the concert with a party 
which featured karaoke, music, quiz with 
pizza and cake – a hilarious time was 
had by all, so we are already planning the 
Christmas party!

Thank you so much to all who contributed. 
If you (or someone you know) is inspired 
to come and see how great it is to be a 
part of MKYC, then please contact me 
using the details on the website: www.
mkyc.org.uk.
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WOLVERTON 
TOWN BOWLS 
CLUB UPDATE   
BY BRUCE GOLDSMITH

We are now well into our outdoor season, and 
have enjoyed playing in the warm weather. Our 
weekend friendlies against various local clubs 
were well supported by our members. 

As well as this, we have also competed in various National, 
County and local cups and leagues which have been 
a success. Back at home, we have already completed 
numerous club competitions. This includes the President’s 
Cup which was won by one of our longest serving members, 
Paul Ratcliffe, pictured here. This one-day competition took 
place on a sunny day in May. 

Looking forward, next month will be a busy one for us as we 
will once again be hosting the annual “Willen Hospice Day” on 
Thursday 9th August. This event is a family fun day, where you 
will get to see bowlers in fancy dress and take part in raffles 
and an auction. These fun activities are to raise funds for this 
very worthy local cause.

We shall also be departing to Bournemouth in August on our 
eagerly anticipated tour which will see us take on Swanage, 
Portland and Bournemouth.

For more information about the Bowls Club please 
contact Bruce Goldsmith on 01908 310514 or Dave Tysoe 
on 0774 6954164 e-mail: bowlsclubwolvertontown@gmail.
com or on Facebook.

ROTARY ROUND UP  
BY MIKE THOMAS 

Wolverton & Stony Stratford 
Rotary Club has been very 
busy over the last two months.

Starting with the successful 
completion of the club’s 
fundraising efforts to purchase 
a brand new ‘Blood Bike’ for 
the local branch of SERV OBN 
(Service by Emergency Rider 
Volunteers in Oxfordshire, 
Buckinghamshire and 
Northamptonshire), the 
specially equipped Yamaha 
motorcycle was proudly 
presented to their Chairman 
Kamran Irani by Rotary 
President Tom Green on 18th 
May. Costing £14,000 and 
named ‘Sheila’ (after Sheila 
Kitzinger, a highly respected 
authority on pregnancy and 
childbirth) the motorbike will 
be used by fully qualified 
and experienced volunteer 
motor cyclists who are 
available on standby rotas 
to provide a rapid response 
transport service collecting 
and delivering urgent supplies 
of blood, baby milk and other 
important medical items 
between hospitals and health 
premises anywhere in the 
country out of normal hours, 
often during the night, and 
totally free of charge to the 
NHS.

Doing a sponsored ‘Loop the 
Loop’ in a glider may not be 
on many people’s bucket lists, 
but it certainly attracted six 
willing volunteers to do just that 
at the London Gliding Club at 
Dunstable Downs on 25th May. 
With a qualified glider pilot 

at the controls, each ‘looper’ 
had a front seat view for up 
to four full and exhilarating 
360 degree loops. Organised 
by the Wolverton & Stony 
Stratford Club in conjunction 
with the Milton Keynes Satellite 
Rotary Club the event raised 
approximately £4,300 for the 
two club’s current projects 
– refurbishing the MacIntyre 
Coffee Shop kitchen in Stony 
Stratford and restoration of a 
primary school in India.  

Next on the club’s calendar 
was its annual Charity Golf 
Day, held at Abbey Hill Golf 
Centre on 6th June. Now in its 
11th year and blessed with a 
gloriously dry and sunny day, 
all 12 teams enjoyed a great 
day’s golf and evening dinner, 
and succeeded in raising 
£4,000 towards the MacIntyre 
Coffee Shop project.

The 1st of July marks the 
beginning of a new Rotary year 
and a new president taking 
up office, but before officially 
handing over to Alan Swann, 
the incoming President for 
2018/19, retiring President 
Tom Green had the pleasure of 
welcoming Stuart Clarke from 
Wolverton into membership. It 
was then time to pass the chain 
of office on to Alan. “It’s been 
a very full and enjoyable year 
for the club and I am confident 
that with Alan at the helm he 
will lead the club in going from 
strength to strength”.

www.wolvertonandstonystratford 
rotaryclub.co.uk
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WHAT’S ON!
COMMUNITY EVENTS IN YOUR AREA
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CONTACT US

WGTC do NOT endorse any of the businesses advertised or any views expressed in the featured articles.

YOUR TOWN COUNCILLORS
GREENLEYS WARD

VACANT 

Munir Bakare  
email: m.bakare@wgtc.org.uk

Ola Oladepo  
email: o.oladepo@wgtc.org.uk
 

HODGE LEA WARD 

Paul Fussell  
email: p.fussell@wgtc.org.uk

VACANT 
 

STACEY BUSHES WARD

Ansar Basir Hussain CHAIRMAN  
phone: 07742 637638  
email: a.hussain@wgtc.org.uk

Raja Khan   
email: r.khan@wgtc.org.uk
 

WOLVERTON EAST WARD

VACANT 

Adrian Moss VICE CHAIRMAN  
phone: 07905 319140  
email: a.moss@wgtc.org.uk

Shakil Dharas  
email: s.dharas@wgtc.org.uk

Samera Mukadam  
email: s.mukadam@wgtc.org.uk
 

WOLVERTON WEST WARD

Hilary Saunders  
phone: 01908 319271

Shaaron Forbes  
email: s.forbes@wgtc.org.uk

Amanda Webster  
email: a.webster@wgtc.org.uk

Yvonne Cook  
email: y.cook@wgtc.org.uk

Steven Barby  
phone: 07715 944349  
email: s.barby@wgtc.org.uk
 

MKC WARD COUNCILLORS

Wolverton Ward:

Peter Marland  
phone: 07769 365316, email:  
peter.marland@milton-keynes.gov.uk

Robert Middleton  
phone: 07849 725830, email:  
robert.middleton@milton-keynes.gov.uk

Norman Miles  
phone: 07808 844771, email:  
norman.miles@milton-keynes.gov.uk
 

Stacey Bushes and Hodge Lea Ward:

Robin Bradburn  
phone: 07742 164318, email:  
robin.bradburn@milton-keynes.gov.uk 

Marie Bradburn  
phone: 01908 234120, email:  
marie.bradburn@milton-keynes.gov.uk

Robert Exon  
phone: 01908 220321, email:  
robert.exon@milton-keynes.gov.uk
 

 

WOLVERTON 
WARD 
COUNCILLORS 
DROP IN 
SURGERIES
Wolverton Town Hall  
1st & 3rd Saturdays of each month 
from 10.00am.

No appointment needed. 
Appointments can also be  
arranged at any time throughout 
the year. Please get in touch. 

TOWN HALL STAFF

Sally McLellan TOWN CLERK

Mandy Shipp ASSISTANT TO THE CLERK

Jan Nawrocki FINANCE OFFICER

Dianne Bowyer PROJECT OFFICER

Tracy Pearson COMMUNITY OFFICER

Colleen Wren COMMUNICATIONS 
ADMINISTRATOR

Ash Randall AREA CARETAKER  
(call 01908 326800 during Officer hours)

Alec Brindle ASSISTANT CARETAKER

Office Town Hall, Creed  
Street, Wolverton, MK12 5LY
 
Open 11am to 4pm on Mondays.  
Open 10am to 3pm on Tuesdays, 
Thursdays & Fridays.  
Open 1pm to 4pm on Wednesdays.

Phone +44 (0)1908 326800

Email office@wgtc.org.uk

Web www.wgtc.org.uk

 @WandGTC

 wolverton & Greenleys Town Council

 wolvertonandgreenleys

Serving the communities of Wolverton, Greenleys, Old Wolverton,  
Wolverton Mill, Stonebridge, Hodge Lea and Stacey Bushes.

WOLVERTON & GREENLEYS TOWN COUNCIL



Download our app today!

NO CASH? NO PROBLEM!
Pay securely using your credit or debit card


