
Recycle Week 2018 Display 

As part of Recycle Week 24th to 30th September 2018 create this colourful recycling display which explains visually what can and cannot 
be recycled here in Milton Keynes. Why not add on some of the containers and packaging onto your display too to add interest?!

1. Print off the images below on single-sided A4 plain paper

2. Laminate,  cut out the shapes and add Velcro to the back

4. Place the various recycling containers images on your noticeboard/exhibition boards,  add on the arrows pointing inwards to the bags 
and surround with the images of the correct contents



What happens to my rubbish?

Rubbish placed in black bins is sent to the Residual Waste Treatment Plant in 
Old Wolverton.

Here the rubbish is sorted, items that can be recycled or composted are 
retrieved. The remaining rubbish then enters an advanced thermal treatment 
plant to ultimately be turned into electricity.

Tours of the Residual Waste plant are available.

What happens to my recycling?

Items for recycling go to the Materials Recovery Facility, also known as the 
Recycling Factory, in Old Wolverton.

It uses a range of technologies to sort the recyclable items into their different 
material types. The sorted materials are then baled ready for transportation to 
factories to be made into new, recycled products.

Tours of the Recycling Factory are available.





Recycling Made Clear

Pink recycling sacks are changing to clear.

This is to help the refuse collectors identify when the wrong 
items have been placed in the bag for recycling. 

Unfortunately we often find food and dirty nappies which 
then contaminate good recycling.

Please continue to use your supply of pink sacks.







Tetrapak drinks cartons

Plastic food traysEnvelopes

Plastic bottles



Newspapers and paper
Aluminium Foil

Steel food canCardboard and magazines



Crisp packets, biscuit and 
sweetie wrappers

Old clothesUsed nappies

Empty  steel aerosolsAluminium fizzy drink can









Garden waste
Food waste



Glass bottles and glass jars



Batteries



Things that
CAN’T be recycled

Recycling is all about turning our rubbish into something new. Unfortunately not 
everything can be recycled. These are some of the things that must go in the black bin 
bag rubbish.









Crisp packets / Sweet wrappers / Biscuit 
wrappers
Thin plastic packaging that can be 
‘scrunched’ cannot currently be recycled 
into anything new. 

Nappies & Wet Wipes
All absorbent hygiene products (nappies, 
sanitary towels, incontinence pads, etc.) 
cannot be recycled. 

Tissues & Hand towels 
For hygiene reasons we cannot recycle used 
tissues or hand towels, plus they also fall apart 
when we try to recycle them.



Broken glass
Please wrap broken drinks glass and crockery in 
old newspaper and place in the black bin bag.

Dog poo / Cat litter / Animal bedding, straw, hay and sawdust
Please don’t put animal waste into the green garden waste bin.
All animal waste, including cat litter, dog poo, hamster/gerbil 
bedding, etc. must be placed in the black bin bag.

Mixed Materials – e.g. empty pill 
packet, Pringles tub
These items are made of different 
materials types joined together and 
are difficult to separate out in a cost 
effective way.




