
Tips to keep your dog safe

? Keep an ID tag on your dog with your 
surname, mobile number, and address on it. 
Do not put the dog’s name on the tag as this 
will help the thief build a rapport with the dog.

? Make sure your dog is microchipped, and 
details updated. 

? Take photos of your dog from different angles 
and any distinguished markings.

? Keep garden fences and gates secure to avoid 
your dog from escaping and prevent easy 
access to trespassers. It may be an idea to 
install a sensor light or a bell on gate which will 
alert you to an intruder.

? Avoid leaving dogs in kennels outside if at all 
possible, if not then install an alarm or CCTV.

? Always keep your dog in sight when walking or 
in the garden. Never leave them alone outside 
on their own and make sure you have trained 
him/her to comeback on recall command. 

? Vary your walks, locations and times and be 
wary of any stranger approaching or asking 
questions about your dog. Be vigilant at all 
times and do not use social media sites to 
advertise your favourite walks.

? Never leave a dog tied up outside a shop or 
left in a car alone. Always check if the owner of 
the shop/café allows dogs inside. 

? Be careful when choosing someone to walk or 
look after your dog whilst out at work.

? Do not advertise you own a dog(s). Avoid 
placing notices on your property.

? Be extra careful when advertising puppies for 
sale as the thieves are on the look out to steal 
the whole litter in order to sell.   

What to do if your dog is stolen

? Report the theft to the police, stating it is stolen not 
missing. Make sure you receive a Crime 
Reference Number.

? Give a description of the dog(s). Date and times of 
when you last saw your dog(s).

? The circumstances around when your dog(s) 
disappeared.

? Report your dog’s disappearance to your 
microchip provider as they can notify when your 
dog has been found.

? Report the theft of your dog(s) to the local 
authority dog warden. They will let you know if it 
turns up in their kennels.

? Report the theft to missing/stolen animal websites 
such as DogLost, who can offer free advice and 
help and help reunite missing pets with their dog 
owners.

? Make sure you have plenty pictures of your dog(s) 
as they can come in useful when proving 
ownership.

? Social Media is an excellent way to raise 
awareness of your stolen pet. Make sure your 
settings for this goes on to public reaching as 
many people as possible.

? Look at websites and places where thieves may try 
to sell your dog(s) including pet shops, notice 
boards and notify the police quickly.

? Contact animal centres, rescue charities, your 
local vet, and any neighbouring practices so they 
are aware of the incident and will keep an eye out 
for your dog(s).

? Check with neighbours, fellow dog walkers and 
businesses. 

? Put out posters and flyers. Do remember to 
remove the posters once your dog is found. They 
can look unsightly after a time. 

? Approach your local radio station/newspapers or 
other media contacts to advertise your missing dog 
and at the same time it will raise awareness about 
the issue and prevent further dogs being stolen.

Some statistics
During the Covid19 pandemic dog thefts have increased by 
170% according to Animal Search UK
50% of dogs are stolen from gardens
19% are taken by breaking into a house
16% are taken from the owner when they are out walking
7% are a result of leaving a dog tied up outside a shop
50% of stolen dogs are puppies

Useful addresses
DogLost: www.doglost.co.uk
Red Kite Radio: redkiteradio.com
National Pet Register: www.nationalpetregister.org
Animal Search UK: www.animalsearchuk.org.uk
Buckinghamshire Dog Warden Service: provided by 
SDK Environmental Ltd. Telephone: 03444 828 342 

The pandemic has prompted more of us to become dog 
owners but sadly this has also resulted in an increase in dog 
thefts. The tips below give advice on how to keep your dog 
safe and information on what to do if your dog is stolen.
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