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VICE CHAIR OF MK ACT AND MK 
MUSEUM DIRECTOR AWARDED 
MBES IN NEW YEAR HONOURS LIST
WGTC would like 
to extend their 
congratulations to our 
Town Clerk Andrea 
Vincent in her role as 
Vice Chair of MK Act 
and Bill Griffiths, MK 
Museum Director, on 
being awarded MBEs 
in Her Majesty’s New 
Year Honours List.

MK Act, the Domestic Abuse 
Services for Milton Keynes, 
are proud to announce that 
Andrea Vincent, Vice Chair of 
Trustees, has received an MBE 
in the New Year Honours List.

MK Act (Milton Keynes Women’s 
Aid) was founded in 1974. Andrea 
has been involved with the 
organisation for over 30 years, 
helping it grow and evolve into 
the lead agency for Domestic 
Abuse Services within Milton 
Keynes and recognised within 
the sector as an exemplary 
service. MK Act supports over 
800 victims of domestic abuse 
each year. The lifesaving service 
comprises of a Crisis Intervention 
service offering advice, risk 
management and safety planning 
for clients in addition to advice 

for other agencies, a refuge 
offering safe accommodation 
for 28 women and their children, 
an outreach and resettlement 
service assisting those in the 
community, Fresh Start – a 
specialist perpetrator programme 
for perpetrators wishing to 
change their abusive behaviour, 
and a programmes and training 
project offering domestic abuse 
awareness course for victims 
and training for professionals.

Andrea Vincent’s work to protect 
women and children from 
domestic violence has been 
prodigious and inspiring over 
decades. She first volunteered 
in the 1990s only a few years 
after those fleeing violence 
were taken into private homes. 
Andrea’s focus is always on 
the needs of service users 
and how best to meet them.

Andrea became a Trustee of 
the charity in 1995 where she 
was instrumental in setting up a 
second purpose-built women’s 
safe refuge accommodation. She 
became Chair of the Board in 
2011. Since then, there have been 
radical changes in the levels of 
awareness of domestic violence 
and in government and local 
policy and funding arrangements.

Andrea ensured the charity 
achieved relevant national 
quality standards and with her 
help MK Act now holds Women’s 
Aid Federation for England 
highest level Quality Standards, 
Leading Lights accreditation 
for the information, advice and 
support service and RESPECT 
quality standards for an 
innovative programme of work 
with perpetrators of domestic 
violence, which aims to change 

their behaviour, alongside 
support for their partners.

Andrea was surprised and 
delighted to receive the honour 
“I was humbled and honoured 
to receive the award. This award 
is not just for me but for the 
whole Milton Keynes Women’s 
Aid Team. It is a privilege to be 
involved with a charity which 
changes and saves lives and 
to see the success of the many 
clients that we support who go 
on to live lives free from abuse.”

For more information, or if you 
need support visit www.mkact.
com or call 0344 375 4307

Bill has received the MBE for 
services to Museums and the 
community in Milton Keynes. 
Having spent his early career 
looking after education and 
public information at London 
Zoo, Bill began working at the 
Museum as a volunteer in 1992. 
He took on the role of director a 
year later. Under his guidance, it 
has grown into one of the most 
successful volunteer driven 
Museums in the country.

On New Year’s Day in 1996, the 
Wolverton-based hub was the 
target of an arson attack which 
devastated buildings and saw 
unique artefacts lost forever. 

Undeterred, Bill vowed that 
it would rise from the ashes, 
and it certainly did; today it 
is a hugely popular attraction 
for all ages, telling the

story of history in the area before 
Milton Keynes was founded. 
Two new galleries have now 
been built, and when furnished 
they will explore the modern 
day success of Milton Keynes.

“Bill has worked tirelessly for 
the Museum for decades to 
ensure our history is preserved 
for future generations, and to 
inspire visitors during their 
visits to us,” said colleague 
Graham Harris, “His energy 
and dedication to the Museum 
is incredible. This honour is so 
deserved and I am thrilled for 
him, and I know all our volunteers 
and supporters will be.”

Speaking about his award, 
Bill said: “I was overwhelmed 
when I found out about it. You 
never know how you’ll feel, 
because you don’t think it will 
ever happen. Many people give 
so much to the community, 
and I am truly humbled to be 
considered one of them. The 
Museum has always been a 
passion and a labour of love for 
me, and continues to be so. The 
public ownership of the Museum 
is what makes it unique and 
brilliant, and I am very proud 
to be part of such a strong 
volunteer team”. He added: “The 
immersive aspect for visitors and 
the involvement of volunteers 
for the whole community is 
what makes it so special. I 
really believe in that, and I will 
continue to do my best for the 
Museum and local residents, and 
for visitors to the new town.”



Welcome to the 
February and 
March edition of 
the Wolverton and 
Greenleys Community 
Magazine. I’d like 
to start by wishing 
you all a happy new 
year and I hope that 
you all found some 
time to relax and 
recharge over the 
Christmas holiday.

As you might expect, the 
events for this report 
(written and submitted a 
month before the newsletter 
falls through your letterbox) 
are all seasonal; amongst 
other things I’ve drawn the 
Christmas raffle at Prime Pet 
Supplies, waved goodbye to 
Santa and his sleigh as he 
set off to tour the streets of 
Wolverton, formally switched 
on the Christmas lights and 
finally, sang carols with the 
Wolverton Town Band in The 
Square. It was heartening 
to see quite a large crowd 
accompany the band, 
despite the torrential rain.

The Square and other areas 
around the parish were lit 
up as part of our Christmas 
lights display. Planning for 
the display starts early in 
the year and so we would 
like feedback from our 
community on the 2021 
display so that when we 
begin to plan this year’s 
display, we know what you 
would like us to improve and 
build upon. To make this as 
easy as possible for you we 
have provided two ways for 
you to submit your feedback, 
please see page 15.

The other seasonal news 
item is an award in the New 

Year Honours list. I was 
incredibly pleased to note 
that our Town Clerk, Andrea 
Vincent, was awarded 
an MBE “in recognition 
of services to victims of 
domestic abuse”. Andrea 
has devoted many years to 
MK Act, you can read more 
about her work on page 1.

In November Councillors 
attended a strategy 
weekend delivered by the 
National Association of 
Councillors (NAC). NAC is 
the only national body that 
represents the interests 
of around 80,000 local 
(parish, town and village) 
councillors in England. 
The NAC works to enhance 
the role of councillors and 
to assist them to be as 
effective as possible in 
undertaking their various 
roles and responsibilities. 
This weekend is covered 
further on page 13.

The Town Council has 
recently awarded King’s 
Community Centre (KCC) a 
grant for a new jacket potato 
oven. This will help them to 
meet the ever-increasing 
need for their services 
and help to provide a hot, 
nutritious and filling meal to 
those who would otherwise 
be unable to have one. KCC 
have written a short report 
on the grant on page 24. 
Congratulations must also go 
to KCC’s Andy and Shaaron 
Forbes who were awarded 
British Empire Medals in 
November, please go to 
page 16 to read more.

The identification of the 
Omicron variant has seen 
the re-introduction of a 
number of precautions, 
including a return to home 
working for those able to do 
so. Local Council meetings 
cannot legally be held 

remotely – the Government 
introduced legislation 
permitting remote meetings 
in April 2020 but this expired 
in May 2021. For this reason, 
meetings in December 
had to be postponed for 
the safety of Councillors, 
Officers, and the public.

At the time of going to 
press restrictions were 
being lifted and I remain 
positive that this year will 
be better than the last two. 
We have published an initial 
schedule for Town Council 
events in 2022, you can 
view this on page 14. This 
is a working document and 
is not exhaustive, but it 
does give an indication of 
what events we are working 
towards. Information 
on these events will be 
published in later editions 
of the magazine, on our 
website and social media 
pages. The Town Council 
would like to engage with 
the community to find out 
how you’d like these events 
to look, please contact the 
Community Engagement 
and Projects Officer, Joe, 
with your thoughts.

Finally, I wish you all the 
best for 2022 and hope 
that you, your friends and 
family remain safe.
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As we head into a new year we thought it would be a great opportunity 
to reintroduce ourselves and what we do at the Urb Farm! Here are some 
facts about us:

- We are a social enterprise, which means that 100% of the profits we 
make go back into funding our project and supporting the young people 
we work with

- Our team is mostly made up of amazing young people, who come 
to learn and gain qualifications and work experience with us as an 
alternative to mainstream school. Our team also includes a few staff 
members and a crew of incredible volunteers. 

- We have a 2.5 acre urban site on Windsor Street and are surrounded by 
houses on 3 sides!

- We grow delicious seasonal fruit, veg, salad and herbs, without the use 
of chemical fertilisers, sprays or pesticides. 

- We run a weekly pop up market, every Thursday afternoon from 12-4pm 
at the Urb Farm - more details at the end of this article!

- We have a flock of free-range hens who lay incredible eggs which we 
also sell. Our chicken food is soya-free, which means it doesn’t contribute 
to deforestation.

- 100% of our packaging is plastic-free and zero-waste, as well as being 
recycled/recyclable and/or compostable!

-  Three other social enterprises are based at the Urb Farm: 
Urban Bee-lievers (a honey-producing bee enterprise); The Learning Tree 
(a forest school enterprise) and Sew & Grow (a textiles enterprise that 

grow natural dye plants for dyeing fabrics). Search for all three on social 
media or contact us using the details below if you’d like to find out more 
about them!

- On a usual year we run big community events with live music, food, 
local stalls and activities. Covid sadly really impacted these and we have 
very much missed opening our gates and welcoming people to the farm! 
We’re really hoping to be able to run our events again soon though - keep 
your eyes on our social media for details!

- The Urb Farm is a wildlife haven, home to numerous species of wildlife. 
The creatures that come to feed, nest or live with us include: foxes, 
hedgehogs, frogs, toads, newts, mice, a huge array of insects and many 
different types of birds. Some of these species are on the threatened list 
and we’re so delighted to provide a safe and welcoming space for them.

- We are part of a registered charity called MK Christian Foundation 
(based in Foundation House in The Square) - this is an “all faiths and 
none” charity working with staff, volunteers and young people from any/
all faiths or none at all.

We hope you’ve enjoyed finding out a bit more about Growing People 
and we look forward to meeting more of you at the Urb Farm soon!

Pop up Market!
Every Thursday afternoon at the Urb Farm (between 196-198, Windsor 
Street, MK12 5DR) between 12-4pm! All of our produce is seasonal, 
grown at the Urb Farm, totally delicious and picked just hours before you 
buy it! Bread, jams, gifts and other products also available from our sister 
enterprises! More details on social media or by emailing address below.

     Urb Farm Newsletter 

To receive a list of available produce each week, please email veggie.mail@mkchristianfoundation.co.uk To receive a list of available produce each week, please email veggie.mail@mkchristianfoundation.co.uk 
For more regular updates on the urb farm, please search for “Growing People” on Facebook or instagramFor more regular updates on the urb farm, please search for “Growing People” on Facebook or instagram

  Care          Learn       Create      Recycle      Grow       Gather        Feed       Restore

january 2022 
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IT IS COLD OUTSIDE BY ANDREA WOOLHEAD

How true this is! 

However, despite the 
weather, the hardy volunteers 
at the Community Orchard 
still turn up every Tuesday 
morning to help with its 
upkeep. Please join us if you 
can – we will always observe 
the government Covid-19 
guidelines.

Firstly, and most importantly, 
the Orchard carriage is being 
renovated and what a grand 
old thing it is looks. This 

is a project that will carry 
on in 2022 so that we can 
serve refreshments on our 
Open Days (dates TBC). 
The carriage is a symbol of 
Wolverton, the first railway 
town; we are proud to have it 
in the Orchard.

Meanwhile, winter work goes 
on, both at the Orchard and 
in gardens. This is the best 
time of year to plant trees! 
If you already have some, 
dead and crossing branches 
need cutting back to avoid 

infection, but don’t be too 
brutal. Start with the outer 
branches and cut back to 
neaten the shape of the 
bush or tree. You will see 
the benefit in early spring 
(we’re counting the weeks!) 
when life comes back to 
the dormant plant. The RHS 
advises that when pruning 
one should avoid cutting the 
swollen lump at the bottom 
of the branch, this is called 
the “collar”. Avoiding this 
part encourages regrowth.

It is at this time of the year 
that we need to ensure that 
plants are well staked so 
they withstand high winds. 
More delicate plants also 
need straw protection around 
their roots and a covering to 
keep the parts above ground 
protected. A greenhouse 
is the best option to help 
plants stay frost-free. Plants 
in pots are most vulnerable 
to temperature change but 
they can easily be moved 

to a more sheltered place 
or nearer the house where it 
is warmer. Love your plants 
and they will reward you.

Pond life also suffers in the 
winter. Not only is there a 
chance that the pond could 
freeze over, but there is also 
the problem of falling leaves 
clogging up the water and 
producing toxic chemicals; 
protecting your pond with 
netting will reduce this 
possibility. Keep an eye on 
your pond and you will help 
to encourage frogs, toads 
and newts in the spring.

So, after we have all been 
and done our pottering in the 
chilly outdoors, we deserve 
to put our feet up with a 
nice hot cuppa knowing 
that our world will be a little 
more beautiful in the spring 
because of our efforts. 

Happy New Year one and all!

Hellebores blooming in the Orchard

Happy new year gardeners!

Despite the wet weather the In Bloom 
volunteers managed to get all the bulbs 
and the winter pansies planted before the 
Christmas break. More bulbs have been 
added to the garden in Stratford Road near 
the entrance to The Works so that should 
look lovely come the spring. Tesco have very 
kindly donated extra bulbs this year which 
have been distributed in various places so 
we should have a good display this year.

This time of year is our quiet period where 
we go round weeding and deadheading, 
weather permitting. As we do this we have 
seen bulbs and spring flowers start to 
appear, exciting signs of spring coming!

IN BLOOM UPDATE 
BY HILARY SAUNDERS & LYNDA HAMMOND
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Update from Issue 
131: the Brussels are a 
disaster, polytunnel is 
in its place! 

The plots which had been 
cleared this summer are 
being transformed by their 
new occupants. It is great to 
see the plots being cultivated 
using different methods, 
including traditional digging, 
raised beds and no-dig. Plots 
of five poles and 10 poles in 
size have been taken by a 
mixture of families, families 
and friends and single folk, 

so if like me you thought 
that allotments were for the 
retired only, then think again! 
Allotments are as simple as 
you want them to be or as 
complicated as you make 
them, but effort always pays 
dividends.

So far, this autumn has 
delivered above average 
temperatures with wet/damp 
conditions. I would like more 
rain to fill the 4 x 1,000ltr 
tanks we have just finished 
installing, this project was 
one of two projects to be 
completed prior to next year’s 

growing season. Being self-
sufficient in water was top of 
the list, despite mains water 
being available on site, and 
to achieve this we have done 
the following. Firstly, we built a 
new 12sq metre roof over the 
existing shed incorporating 
in the design a patio and 
storage area. Under the new 
roof the water tanks sit on 
plastic pallets on a base of 60 
x 60 slabs, the guttering from 
the roof feeds the rainwater 
straight into the first tank and 
from there we will pump or 
syphon off the water into the 
other three tanks. In the future 
one third of the roof will be 
turned into a living roof for 
wildflowers which encourage 
pollinators, the plastic pallets 
will be filled with materials that 
will make a huge insect hotel.

DOWN ON THE PLOT 
BY MICK MURPHY

Group work at the allotment

No-dig methodDig method

Raised bed method

Ash and Alec have been, like most 
of us, very busy in the months 
leading up to the Christmas 
holidays. They were on hand 
to help with the delivery of the 
Christmas tree in The Square and 
took much delight in helping to 
hang the homemade decorations 
that they spent long hours 
varnishing to protect them from the 
elements. Their knowledge about 
the power sources and layout of 
The Square was invaluable in the 
planning of the Winter Fayre and 

they took time out of their day to 
help with putting up the chalet huts 
when the company providing them 
was hit by short staffing.

Both the caretakers and our 
Environmental Enforcement Officer, 
David, joined in with the Park Tidy 
at Greenleys and Hodge Lea. They 
are now using the knowledge and 
skills learnt and are applying them 
when they work outside throughout 
the parish on a daily basis, to try 
and keep us all safe.

Sadly, the silent soldier outside the 
Town Hall was again desecrated 
in November. However, Ash and 
Alec worked hard to fix it as a 
temporary measure until a new one 
is sourced, and we are glad to say 
that the silent soldier is back at the 
Town Hall.

They are both very cheery 
gentlemen and are happy to stop 
for a quick chat, so if you do see 
them out and about please  
say hello.

CARETAKERS’ CORNER
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WOLVERTON’S BIG PICKS BY DAN FREDRIKSSON

The Wolverton 
Litter Pickers were 
out in force on 7th 
November 2021 
during our third 
community Wolverton 
Big Pick event. 

We had a fantastic turnout 
on a beautiful autumn day. 
This time we decided to do 
something a little different 
and we had two sites set 
up. One in our usual spot 

in The Square near Bar Bar 
Black Sheep and another 
site set up at Wolverton 
Leisure Centre for volunteers 
who live at that end of town. 
We had volunteers of all 
ages and over 30 came out 
across the two sites. It’s the 
best turnout yet out of the 
three events we’ve held!

In total we collected 63 bin 
bags full of rubbish, which is 
a staggering effort. Well done 
to everyone who took part, 
it has made a big impact 

on our town. Thank you to 
those volunteers who came 
from outside of Wolverton, 
we had volunteers from Two 
Mile Ash and Stacey Bushes. 
Great to see the wider 
community pulling together! 
Also, a big thank you to 
Wolverton & Greenleys Town 
Council and Steve Mac for 
helping supply equipment, 
and Milton Keynes Council 
for arranging collection 
of the refuse. Thank you 
to Susie May for running 
the pick at the Wolverton 

Leisure Centre site and all 
those from the other side of 
Wolverton who helped out.

The next big pick will be 
on Sunday 6th March. Meet 
at 10:00am in The Square 
near Bar Bar Black Sheep, 
all equipment is provided. 
Further details and 
information can be found 
on our Facebook page, 
search ‘Wolverton Litter 
Pickers’, or give WGTC 
a call on 01908 326800.

Over 30 volunteers collected 63 bags full of rubbish from around the streets of Wolverton

SANTA DASH
Local residents Myra 
and Grayson (with dogs 
Harlem and Billy) took 
part in the Santa Dash 
around Willen Lake in aid 
of Willen Hospice. 

The Santa Dash is the 
biggest festive fundraiser 
that Willen Hospice put 
on. Here they are pictured 
with supporters Phil, 
Kieron, Kiera and Emily. 
At the time of writing they 
had raised nearly £800, 
well done!

WOLVERTON REMEMBERS 
1918-2018

After dismantling the Wolverton 
Remembers 1918-2018 poppy project 
from around the war memorial, there 
was the issue of what to do with all 
the poppies made. Beverley Sabey 
decided to salvage the poppies from 
the netting and repurpose them as 
brooches. She then contacted local 
businesses to see if they would be 
interested in selling them. Several 
shops and pubs took on some to sell 

and quite a good amount of money was raised. This year a 
total of £682.53 was collected and sent to The Royal British 
Legion. Beverley would like to thank everyone that sold them 
this year for all the support.
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RESPONSIBLE 
DOG OWNERSHIP 
BY DEBBIE GREAVES

Did you know January 
is national Walk Your 
Dog month? Since 
lockdown started in 
2020 there has been 
a steep increase in 
dog ownership and 
people out walking 
their dogs which has 
led to more complaints 
about the amount of 
dog waste that is not 
being picked up on 
footpaths, parkland and 
children’s play areas.

The safe disposal of dog waste 
is both a local and national 
issue. The Jeremy Vine On 5 
show covered the problem late 
last year after the National 
Trust announced that it would 
be getting rid of the bins at 
a beauty spot in Hampshire 
because the rangers could 
not cope with the overflowing 
bins. It is hoped that this 
will encourage dog owners 
to take their waste home. 
There is also a growing rise 
in dog owners hanging their 
poo bags on bushes and tree 
branches like some grotesque 
Christmas tree decorations.

So why is it so important to 
pick up your dog’s waste? 
While dog fouling is not 
only deeply unpleasant it is 
also dangerous. Although 
rare, contact with dog poo 
can cause toxocariasis – a 
nasty infection that can 
lead to dizziness, nausea, 
asthma and even blindness 
or seizures in humans.

Secondly, when your dog 
poops they leave behind 

waste with high quantities of 
nutrients such as nitrogen and 
phosphorus that can cause 
imbalances in the ecosystem. 
Plastic poo bags are not 
biodegradable and so any of 
these bags that people throw 
into fields or hang on trees 
present a danger to wildlife, 
sheep, cattle and horses. There 
have been incidents of horses 
dying after they have ingested 
plastic poo bags and the tying 
of bags to trees and bushes 
is encouraging sheep, cattle 
and horses to eat the bags as 
they are attracted to the smell 
of grains and cereals in the 
dog waste. Compostable poo 
bags are the best option. It 
is important to note that only 
fully compostable bags which 
are made from plant-based 
materials leave no plastic trace 
residue which plastic and 
biodegradable poo bags do.

So, what can we as responsible 
dog owners do to help alleviate 
the problem? Firstly, all 
waste should be picked up 
immediately and placed in a 
special poo bag. Secondly you 
should dispose of the waste 
responsibly, ideally in a dog 
waste bin but if they are full 
then you can put waste in 
a refuse bin or take it home 
with you. Dog waste left on 
top of bins or underneath is 
fly-tipping. People who don’t 
have dogs can help too. You 
can put dog waste in refuse 
bins but you cannot put general 
refuse in dog waste bins.

The main message to all 
dog owners is to embrace 
a New Year’s resolution 
to carry poo bags, bag all 
dog waste and bin it!

ENVIRONMENTAL
OFFICER 

 

DAVID BARNES

Dog fouling issues                
Litter                                       
Fly-tipping                              
Abandoned vehicles            

Contact him about:

Mobile: 07909 520793
Email: dlenvironmental168@gmail.com
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SURVIVING COVID-19 AND  
LOOKING TO THE FUTURE  
BY TIM JENKINS

If someone had told 
us in November 
2018 that in the 
next three years we 
would see a massive 
transformation in 
how Wolverton Works 
is run, we would 
achieve the highest 
vehicle output in the 
last ten years from 
the site, move from 
loss making to profit, 
we would maintain 
operations during 
a global pandemic 
that still has no end 
in sight, and then 
experience a volume 
downturn of 75% in 
the last six months, 
we would have said 
not a chance.

But this is today’s reality and 
whilst the world continues to 
struggle to contain Covid-19, 
business in Gemini carries 
on, there are people that still 
travel on rail, and it is our 
duty to undertake the work 
to ensure UK Rail keeps 
safely on track.

Our business is evolving on a 
number of fronts and remains 
extremely challenging, with 
the introduction of Great 
British Railways we still wait 
to hear what this truly means 
to independent companies 
like Gemini. Nationalisation 
takes time, however we 
cannot stand still, and this 
is why Gemini plans on 

being at the forefront of rail’s 
challenge to get to net zero 
by developing their own 
green model of converting 
existing rolling stock into 
fully flexible Hybrid Battery 
Trains. We have already been 
involved in Hydroflex, the 
UK’s first hydrogen ready 
train and we were present 
at the most recent COP26 
event in Glasgow, in addition 
we are working on a number 
of other vehicle solutions 
that we hope to see in 
service soon. But it cannot 
stop there, for companies 
like Gemini to survive and 
succeed they need to keep 
innovating further and 
their own internal brand 
GemECO is driving further 
decarbonisation initiatives 
forward.

We are proud to remain at 
the Wolverton site and we 
believe we are adding to its 
heritage now and for the 
future, however times remain 
incredibly difficult where 
only the agile will probably 
survive. Gemini will be a 
fully flexible supplier of Rail 
Heavy Maintenance and 

modernisation with a modern 
innovative solutions-based 
approach that drives forward 
our country’s green agenda.

MK Council are competing to 
hold the GBR headquarters 

in MK and have submitted 
comments which include the 
history of Wolverton as the 
first railway town.

2022 CHRISTMAS 
LIGHT COMPETITION
We are excited to announce 
that we have partnered with 
Gemini to bring all children 
living in the parish the chance 
to design a Christmas light 
in the shape of a train for the 
2022 Christmas lights display! 
Further details about the 

competition and information 
about how to enter will 
follow in due course when 
plans have been finalised 
with Gemini. WGTC are 
very grateful for the support 
Gemini are providing for this 
project.
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MK COUNCIL BUSINESS SUPPORT

The following 
information was 
disseminated by MK 
Council’s InvestMK 
team and we thought 
it would be of use 
to business owners 
across our parish.

Milton Keynes Council 
and Cranfield School of 
Management are delighted 
to announce that they are 
working together to provide 
a wide-ranging scholarship 
programme to support the 
growth of local Small and 
Medium Enterprises (SMEs) 
based in Milton Keynes. This 
includes Ready for Scale and 
Ready for Net Zero Growth.

Ready for Scale 
Ready for Scale will support 
up to 40 micro and small 
enterprises to develop the 
skills needed to help their 
business take a leap forward 

on its growth trajectory. This 
12-week online programme 
will follow a carefully 
developed methodology and 
will help smaller or earlier 
stage businesses to critically 
review themselves, assess 
their position and to work out 
what is and isn’t working.

Ready for Net Zero 
Growth 
Up to 50 SME businesses 
will be able to apply for 
scholarship places on 
Cranfield’s highly regarded 
Ready for Net Zero Growth 
programme – enabling them 
to understand their carbon 
footprint and why it matters, 
to make a plan to reduce 
emissions and reap the 
rewards of doing so as part 
of their growth strategy.

For more information about 
Ready for Scale and Ready 
for Net Zero Growth, please 
go to www.cranfield.
ac.uk/som/research-
centres/bettany-centre-

for-entrepreneurship/
milton-keynes-scholarship-
programme

Community Grants 
The Community Grants 
programme offers 
Voluntary, Community and 
Social Enterprise (VCSE) 
organisations grant funding 
from £10,000 to £20,000 to 
deliver local projects that 
make a difference within 
local communities in Milton 
Keynes and the surrounding 
area.

The Community Grants 
programme will re-open for 
the final round of applications 
from 10th January 2022 until 
12pm 2nd February 2022.

To find out more information, 
go to www.semlep.com/
community-grants

SkillsHub:MK 
SkillsHub:MK is an exciting 
incentive aimed at supporting 
all Milton Keynes businesses 
post pandemic by putting 
business needs at the 
heart of the curriculum. 
Discover how they help 
businesses to develop the 
skills and qualifications 
that you need to create a 
successful workforce. Using 
the SkillsHub:MK skills 
match service, bespoke 
training solutions will be 
designed that are centric to 
that business. Free to Milton 
Keynes businesses.

To find out more please go to 
www.skillshubmk.co.uk

Opportunities for 
Microsoft Accredited 
Qualifications 
Take advantage of an 
opportunity via South Central 
Institute of Technology 
to access funded online 
Microsoft accredited 

qualifications – usually up 
to £1,000 per student but 
free until the end of March 
2022. There are courses 
available in: AI Fundamentals; 
Cloud Computing; Cloud 
Security; Data Fundamentals; 
Dynamics 365 and Power 
Platforms. All programmes 
are studied at a pace to suit 
you lasting on average 10 
weeks – they can also be 
studied exclusively online.

Find out more here www.
southcentraliot.ac.uk/
what-we-offer/microsoft-
accredited-pathways

Travel Grants 
Your workplace can apply 
for a ‘Sustainable Travel 
Grant’ from Milton Keynes 
Council to help implement 
measures that increase travel 
to your organisation by active 
and sustainable modes. 
The grants are available 
to businesses who can 
demonstrate how the funding 
will be used to encourage 
and enable their workforce 
to make positive changes 
to their travel behaviour. 
The grants, up to the value 
of £1,000, will support 
plans to encourage more 
people in Milton Keynes to 
walk, cycle, scoot or use 
public transport, building 
on the rise of greener, more 
environmentally friendly, 
people-powered journeys.

Find out more information go 
to www.getaroundmk.org.
uk/get-connected/work-
smarter/travel-grants
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WOLVERTON ADVENT WINDOWS 
BY MATTISSE BODY

2021 brought 
another successful 
year of Wolverton 
Advent Windows! 

Wolverton has outdone itself 
once again this year with more 
businesses and even local 
secondary school The Radcliffe 
School making their own advent 
window. Residents have been 
lighting the streets of Wolverton 
with festive cheer, and this year 
is no exception. Started by local 

resident Charlie Mountford-Hill 
back in 2016, Charlie was inspired 
by her friend Liz who sadly passed 
away in 2017. The lighting up 
of the windows is both a loving 
reminder of Liz, and the sense of 
community and joy spread by the 
people of Wolverton. Despite the 
ongoing struggles of the pandemic, 
the community has come together 
to bring us all a sense of normality 
and much needed joy for the 
Christmas season. It is wonderful 
how what started off as a few 
houses taking part has developed 

into entire streets joining in. 
Speaking to Charlie about the 
fantastic sense of community, 
Charlie said ‘Wolverton has the 
best community I’ve ever lived in, 
there are many willing people who 
care about where they live, that 
give their time to try and better 
our town and put on fantastic 
events when we can.’ Alongside 
the advent windows, Charlie 
organised a prize draw and raised 
the fantastic amount of £218 for 
Poppy’s Campaign. Thank you to 
Charlie for organising this year’s 

Wolverton Advent Windows. It is 
evident that people have given the 
windows much care and attention 
with some brilliant wintery 
scenes popping up all over the 
streets. To join in with the 2022 
Wolverton Advent Windows, join 
the ‘Wolverton Advent Windows’ 
Facebook page and keep an eye 
out for your allocated number 
and the map route should you 
wish to join in again this year. 
In the meantime, enjoy all the 
brilliant photos from this year’s 
Wolverton Advent Windows!

Christmas Day 2021 
marked the ninth year of 
Together at Christmas 
MK providing a hot meal 
and good company for 
anyone who might need it. 

Although Covid-19 has meant 
that the last two years have been 
somewhat different, this year the 
team served over 60 hot meals and 
provided around 30 hampers to 
residents in Wolverton, Greenleys 
and the surrounding area. Most 
of the meals were takeaway and 

delivery and 15 socially distanced 
meals were served up in the Old 
Bath House. This annual event has 
helped hundreds of residents in the 
last nine years and is only possible 
through the generous donations 
of time from all volunteers, 
venues from the Old Bath House 

and Milton Keynes Christian 
Foundation and hamper items and 
consumables from a number of 
Milton Keynes based companies, 
not forgetting 90% of the food 
that was served came courtesy of 
Milton Keynes Community Fridge.

This year will be the tenth year 
that Together at Christmas will 
be operating so we’ll definitely 
be doing something big, but in 
the meantime we wanted to say 
a massive thank you to all the 
individuals and organisations that 
make it possible. Thank you!

TOGETHER AT CHRISTMAS 2021
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TOWN COUNCIL UPDATES

Following a strategy meeting 
in November, the Town Council 
have decided to conduct a 
yearlong consultation with the 
community throughout the 
parish. Your views are critical for 
the forward plan of the council 

and for the council to try and 
action things that you wish to 
see done in the community. 
Please keep an eye out for dates 
when councillors will be around 
in your area to chat about your 
views, experiences and ideas.

This event was put on by the 
Town Council for the local 
community in the run up to 
Christmas using some of the 
funding obtained from Milton 
Keynes Council as part of the 
Additional Restrictions Grant 
Scheme (ARGS) to support 
local businesses and increase 
footfall in the town. It was 
well attended and received, 

and we hope it boosted spirits 
and brought the community 
together. Thanks to all the 
stallholders, street food vendors 
and entertainers, as well as all 
those who visited, for helping to 
make the day a success. Going 
forward we  
will look to see what similar 
events we may be able to put  
on this year.

We work hard to create a 
festive display throughout 
the parish. This takes 
a considerable amount 
of work to plan and 
implement and that 
work starts very early in 
the year. We would like 
feedback on the recent 
display so that we can look 
to extend and improve this 
year with the budget that 
is available. Please fill out 
our questionnaire on page 
15 and return to the Town 
Hall, alternatively you can 
complete the form online.

TOWN COUNCIL STRATEGY

WOLVERTON  
WINTER FAYRE 

2021 CHRISTMAS  
LIGHTS DISPLAY

Thames Valley Police (TVP) and 
SaferMK were joined by Cllrs 
Bamisile, Hussain, Middleton, 
Robertson, two members of the 
Officer team, the WGTC caretakers 
and the WGTC Environmental 
Enforcement Officer for a ‘Park 
Tidy’ in Hodge Lea and Greenleys 
on 19th November. This was part of 
Op Sceptre, a TVP operation that 

takes place in November to raise 
awareness of knife crime. Other 
actions conducted as part of Op 
Sceptre include hotspot policing, 
visits to schools and visits to 
habitual knife carriers.

This was a great event to learn 
more about what police officers 
do and the issues and challenges 
that they face, as well as learning 

about how the process of ‘weapon 
sweeps’ worked. Items were found 
during the sweep which were 
reported to the police. Remember, 
if you do find a knife or another 
item of concern, please call 101. 
If you find any drug paraphernalia 
please report it on MK Council’s 
website or call the Waste and 
Recycling Team on 01908 252570.

PARK TIDIES

Wolverton and Greenleys Town 
Council believes the relationships 
between local government 
and businesses have always 
been essential to securing and 
sustaining a business voice, 
allowing businesses to thrive. 
We want to reach out to local 
businesses by supporting the 
introduction of a new business 
association where businesses 

can network effectively with one 
another and have easy access to 
vital business services including 
advice, financial expertise and 
support.

If this is of interest to you or you 
would like to learn more, then 
please contact our Community 
Engagement and Projects Officer, 
Joe Quinn on 01908 326800.

ARE YOU A LOCAL 
BUSINESS OWNER? 

Photo by Chloe Ryan
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Please see the below list for a forecast of events WGTC 
hope to put on in 2022. More information on each event will 
follow in later editions of the magazine as it is finalised as 
well as featuring on our website and social media. 

Please note, the below is not exhaustive and is only 
indicative at this stage. Due to the ongoing Covid-19 
pandemic all events are subject to change.

HM The Queen’s Platinum Jubilee: 2nd - 5th June  
Twinning Trip: TBC  
Firework Display: 5th November  
Remembrance Sunday: 13th November

2022 EVENT FORECAST
The Queen’s Green Canopy (QGC) is a 
unique tree planting initiative created 
to mark Her Majesty’s Platinum Jubilee 
in 2022 which invites people from 
across the United Kingdom to “Plant a 
Tree for the Jubilee”.

Everyone will be encouraged to play 
their part to enhance our environment 
by planting trees during the official 
planting season between October 
2021 to March 2022. Tree planting will 
commence again in October 2022, 
through to the end of the Jubilee year.

At the time of writing WGTC were 
looking to join this initiative and plant 
200 trees at Western Road recreation 
ground on the 13th and 15th January. 
Going forward these trees will need 
ongoing maintenance, so we are 
looking for volunteers to help with this. 

For further information about the 
initiative or to be added to our 
volunteer list please contact Joe,  
the Community Engagement and 
Projects Officer.

What is a precept? The precept is WGTC’s 
share of the council tax and is set by WGTC.

Who collects the precept? The precept 
demand goes to the billing authority, Milton 
Keynes Council, which collects the tax for WGTC 
from dwellings in the parish. This is paid in two 
six-monthly instalments.

Doesn’t WGTC get money from the 
Government? WGTC does not receive any 
funding from central government. MK Council 
does.

Why does the precept rise? The precept may 
need to increase to help the council meet their 
spending requirements so that it can continue 
to deliver the same level of service. These 
requirements may rise due to an increase in 

energy prices or a price increase from suppliers 
for example.

As a Council we must set a budget for next 
year, we have projected this will mean a rise 
in the precept. This is to cover the increased 
costs of our own utilities which have risen by 
60% (as an organisation we are not eligible for 
the 5% cap that residents are). At the time of 
writing Councillors have yet to agree the exact 
budget and precept, this will be reviewed by the 
Finance Committee on the 18th January and 
then approved at the Full Council meeting on 
the 25th January. At this meeting Councillors will 
have very difficult decisions to make because 
the zero rise in precept last year meant that a 
number of budgets were cut, so there is little 
room for manoeuvre in this coming budget.

If the cost of an agreed rise is for example 
10.52% this will mean a cost to each council 
taxpayer of 37p per week. Which with a bag 
of crisps costing anything upwards of 25p this 
makes the Town Council services look not  
bad value.

By the time you are reading this these decisions 
will have already been made, further coverage 
will follow in the next newsletter and will be 
available on our website in the interim.

All of us are finding the new normal very tricky, 
particularly with regards to money. We know 
that residents are receiving price rises from all 
directions be it groceries or utilities like heating 
and lighting. If you have any difficulties, please 
contact the Citizens Advice on 01908 604475.

2022-23 BUDGET & PRECEPT

THE QUEEN’S GREEN CANOPY

PLANNING UPDATE

A public consultation was held at the Town Hall 
between 29th November and 4th December by 
Milton Keynes Council and TOWN, the developer 
of the Agora site, on the proposed public 
welfare facilities and car parking arrangements 
for St George’s Way. Thank you to those who 

provided their feedback, this will be considered 
by MK Council and TOWN before they submit 
their final proposals.

On Wednesday 22nd December MK Council’s 
Planning Department gave the go ahead for 
the plans submitted by TOWN to redevelop the 
site of the Agora and its adjacent car park to 
provide 115 new homes, which will include 
a dedicated cohousing site, nine ground floor 
commercial and community units along with 
the reinstatement of Radcliffe Street between 
Church Street and Buckingham Street and 
The Square. The development will also include 
associated areas of hard and soft landscaping, 

car and cycle parking. Love Wolverton was 
announced as this year’s winner in the 
Frameworks and Masterplans Midscale 
category at the National Urban Design Awards 
2021, for their proposed redevelopment of 
the Agora site. We expect demolition works to 
begin early this year.

In December 2021, the outline planning 
permission given for development of the 
Railway Works site expired. It is expected that 
a new application will be made but given the 
current economic uncertainty, it is not known 
when this will be. Be assured, we’re keeping 
our eyes open!
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2021 CHRISTMAS  
LIGHTS FEEDBACK
WGTC would like to know what you thought about the 2021 Christmas lights display across the parish. You can submit 
your feedback online via this link to our Microsoft Form https://forms.office.com/r/vCUHWpxPdU, by scanning the 
QR code, or by filling out the questionnaire below and returning it to the Town Hall. We will take all feedback onboard 
and see how we can improve and extend the display this year.

Overall, what did you think of the display in Wolverton? Please tick. Overall, what did you think of the display in Stacey Bushes? Please tick.

Overall, what did you think of the display in Hodge Lea? Please tick. Overall, what did you think of the display in Greenleys? Please tick.

What did you like about the display in Wolverton? What did you like about the display in Stacey Bushes?

What did you like about the display in Hodge Lea? What did you like about the display in Greenleys?

How do you think the display in Wolverton could be improved? How do you think the display in Stacey Bushes could be improved?

How do you think the display in Hodge Lea could be improved?

Do you have any other comments about the Christmas lights display in the parish?
Would you be willing to contribute 
towards a Christmas lights display? 
Please tick.

How do you think the display in Greenleys could be improved?

Poor          Average          Good          Very Good          Excellent Poor          Average          Good          Very Good          Excellent

Poor          Average          Good          Very Good          Excellent Poor          Average          Good          Very Good          Excellent

Yes         No          Unsure

WOLVERTON STACEY BUSHES

HODGE LEA GREENLEYS
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The new Story of 
Childhood exhibit is 
one of the attractions 
welcoming visitors 
to Milton Keynes 
Museum in 2022.

Two rooms have been 
dedicated to the history 
of playtime, which 
features primitive and 
rudimentary items through 
to the decidedly more 
tech orientated toys of 
recent decades. “We all 
remember our first teddy 

bear, or associate a special 
toy with a particular time,” 
said Bill Griffiths, director 
of Milton Keynes Museum. 
“The Story of Childhood will 
evoke brilliant memories for 
absolutely all ages – whether 
you grew up with Andy Pandy 
or the Teenage Mutant Ninja 
Turtles!” Bill promised.

“The exhibit shows how times 
have changed for our young 
people over the decades. 
Once upon a time, children 
were allowed to roam the 
countryside in safety, on a 
journey of discovery. But now 
more than ever, we supervise 
our children” Bill explains. 
“The Story of Childhood is a 
fond trip down memory lane, 
while also challenging visitors 
to think about the bigger 
picture; in trying to protect 
children, have they lost too 
many freedoms?”

Items on display include a 
great selection of Victorian 
toys, which could have only 
been afforded by the more 
affluent families, through 
to a toy Beatles guitar, and 
much more. The Museum 
is appealing for more toys 
to add to its collection and 
is especially seeking good 
condition objects from the 
1980s onwards. “Generally, 
we have collected more 
historical artefacts, and so 
we have older items, but we 
have far less from the end 
of the 1970s onwards. If you 
have a popular toy from the 
period, please don’t leave it 
languishing in the back of a 
cupboard or in a box in the 
loft – get in touch through our 
Facebook page or email us at 
collections@mkmuseum.org.
uk “It could be the next star 
of our show!” Bill added.

DISCOVER A WORLD OF PLAYTIME 
AT MILTON KEYNES MUSEUM

WOLVERTON COUPLE RECEIVE  
BRITISH EMPIRE MEDALS
Andy and Shaaron Forbes 
were presented with 
British Empire Medals 
at their investiture in 
November 2021 at Milton 
Keynes Civic Offices 
by Her Majesty the 
Queen’s Lord Lieutenant 
and the High Sheriff of 
Buckingham. 

The medals were for Meritorious 
Service to Wolverton where 
they have lived and conducted 
charity works since 1984. Their 

four children were the only 
ones attending due to Covid-19 
protocols.

Andy and Shaaron are the Pastors 
of King’s Church and have run 
and overseen many Wolverton 
community clubs and charity works 
since the 1980s right up to the 
Covid-19 pandemic and resulting 
lockdown, where they greatly 
increased the foodbank and lunch 
take away services to over 7,000 
people out of King’s Community 
Centre (KCC) at the town’s time of 
greatest need. Andy and Shaaron 
are involved at many and varied 
levels of community life and charity 

works in Wolverton and Shaaron is 
also Chair of Baby Basics MK who 
provide free clothes and equipment 
to over 1,600 babies and under 
5-year-olds across MK each year. 
She is also a Town Councillor for 
the Wolverton West ward. 

The citation read at the investiture 
made note that the drive behind all 
they do and lead is in King’s Church 
vision and KCC’s mission statement 
- LOVE GOD, LOVE PEOPLE, REACH 
THE COMMUNITY.
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SPECIALISTS IN:

• NEW ROOFS/RE-ROOFS
• LEADWORK
• ROOF REPAIRS
• EPDM FLAT ROOFING
• CHIMNEY REPAIRS

CALL US TODAY ON:

ALL WORK 
GUARANTEED

01908 412376
MORRISROOFS.CO.UK  |  ENQUIRIES@MORRISROOFS.CO.UK

BLACK SHEEP  
YOUNG PERFORMERS

Drama Classes 

For Children and Young People 11-14 years 


Every Monday 4:00pm-5:30pm

Old Bath House Community Centre, Wolverton


Email Georgia for more information on 

georgia@blacksheepcollective.co.uk or call 01908 804257


#BSTheatre #Create #Perform #Collaborate #Youngpeople #Educate #Inspire

Develop Performance 
Skills and Stage Craft


Support Collaboration


Support Self 
Expression and 
Creative Identity 


Build Report, 
Confidence and Self 

Esteem 


Opportunities to 
Perform


BLACK SHEEP BUDDING 
CREATIVES

Children’s Drama Classes for children 6-10 years 

Develop Performance Skills
Build Confidence and Self Esteem

Support Positive Interaction and Social Skills 
Inspire Play

Discover Creativity and Expression 

WEEKLY EVERY WEDNESDAY 4:00PM-5:00PM 

OLD BATH HOUSE, WOLVERTON 

Email Georgia for more information on  
georgia@blacksheepcollective.co.uk or call 01908 804257 

#BSTheatre #Create #Perform #Collaborate #Youngpeople #Educate #Inspire

If you would like to advertise your business or 
your next event in this newsletter, contact us 
at: office@wolvertonandgreenleystowncouncil.
gov.uk or call 01908 326800.

ADVERTISE 
HERE

FARMERS
MARKET

EST. 2005

9AM - 1PM
EVERY FIRST AND THIRD SATURDAY OF EACH MONTH

WOLVERTON TOWN HALL
(OPPOSITE ASDA)

LOCAL FRUIT, VEG, MEAT, 
BREAD AND THE COMMUNITY 

RUN TEAPOT CAFÉ

WOLVERTON COMMUNITY FARMERS MARKET
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01908 310574
205 Stratford Rd, Wolverton,  

Milton Keynes MK12 5RL

OLDBATHHOUSE.ORG
OLDBATHHOUSE

OLDBATHHOUSEWOLVERTON

OLDBATHHOUSEWOLVERTON

SUNDAY 20TH FEBRUARY  11:00AM - 2:30PM   

SUNDAY 20TH MARCH 11:00AM - 2:30PM

SUNDAY 17TH APRIL 11:00AM - 2:30PM 

Regular COVID safe tabletop sales events at 
the Old Bath House and Community Centre, 
Wolverton. Local businesses, arts & crafts, 
artisan goods and food. More information  
at www.oldbathhouse.org

If you would like a stall at these events, 
please contact Angela via email on  
fayres@oldbathhouse.org

MONTHLY EVENTS AT THE OLD BATH HOUSE, WOLVERTON

U P C O M I N G  E V E N T S

in conjunction with

This Christmas we were delighted to once 
again host the Together at Christmas 2021 
event, in collaboration with our Community 
Fridge and the Food Connect teams. 

60 people came to eat with us on Christmas 
Day, and a lovely time was had by all! If you’d 
like to help for the 2022 event, or come  
and dine with us, please stay connected  
by visiting the Facebook page at  
facebook.com/togetheratchristmasmk

Here is an overview of some activities currently scheduled for February/March:
MONDAYS: Baby College / Arts for Health MK / Black Sheep Youth Theatre / Classical Guitar

TUESDAYS: Art ~Therapy / Beginners Pilates / Contemporary Dance / Belly Dancing / Expressive Fusion Dance / Let’s Chill Yoga

WEDNESDAYS: Pilates / Black Sheep Youth Theatre / Community Fridge / Black Diamond Majorettes / Ashtanga Yoga

THURSDAYS: Preschool Ballet / Zumba Gold / MoreLife Weight Management / HE Pawprint Group / Halsa Pilates / Salsa

FRIDAYS: Reading Fairy MK / Preschool Ballet / Stantonbury Judo Club / Art Therapy / Belly Dancing / Dementia Group

SATURDAYS: Wuchia / Wolverton Community Fridge

SUNDAYS: (20th Feb & 20th March) Fair’s Fayre / MFM Sunday Service / Pilates

For more details of these groups and activities, please visit the website at oldbathhouse.org/timetable

FOOD FOR THOUGHT
We’re so proud of the entire MK Community 
Fridge network we support across Milton Keynes 
through Food Connect.

Between 21 - 31 December we were able to save 
almost 11 tonnes of food from being wasted. There 
were 1565 visits to the community fridges, and 
hundreds of volunteer hours keeping it running 
smoothly. Well done, everyone!

Read more at www.mkcommunityfridge.org
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OLD SCHOOL WOLVERTON 
NEW YEAR

Our Old School Community Hall is packed full of
regular and adhoc classes and events for all ages and
abilities in a Covid-19 secure environment.

Our successful Making Tracks Programme is continually recuiting for
new placements and we now have an additional entry level pathway. 

You can find out more and stay up to date with the latest news by following us on Facebook
(facebook.com/oldschoolwolv) Instagram @oldschoolwolverton or visit our website oldschoolwolverton.org

MAKING TRACKS

WHAT'S ON

If you or someone you know is interested in finding out more
visit our website oldschoolwolverton.org/making-tracks/

This pathway will be focused on those first steps which are crucial to
beginning a journey back to education or employment. Getting out of
your home and engaging in activities can be a really difficult step to take. 

Here at the Old School we are celebrating all things new for 2022,
whether it is new projects, new events, or new menu items, we have
plenty to look forward to.

Here at the Old School we will provide a supportive environment where
you can take part in activities such as gardening, community arts, and
small-scale property maintenance. Through these activities, you will gain
confidence and self-esteem, setting you on the right track to consider
future employment.

Making Tracks at the Old School is a project which offers opportunities
to gain work experience and work related skills to people who have a
diagnosis of autism, ADHD, or associated long-term mental health
condition. The project is open to people over the age of 16 who are
unemployed or economically inactive.

Not only that, we also host Wolverton's own Table
Tennis Club at Slated Row School, this is a pre-booked
event via our website oldschoolwolverton.org/tickets

Get your new year off to a fresh start with classes such
as Pilates, Tai Chi, Drama or Arts and Crafts.

To view our calender of events and find out how to
take part visit our website
oldschoolwolverton.org/whats-on/ 
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We meet the first Thursday of every month
1-2.30pm at Wolverton Library.

Beginners and experts are all welcome.
Bring along your current project and get nattering!

& 

Parents and carers must remain with their children throughout the sessions 

Many of you will know 
Linda, one of the librarians 
at Wolverton Library. We 
would like to extend our 
congratulations to Linda who 
was recently presented with 
her 25-year service award! 
Thank you Linda for all your 
hard work and dedication.

The children at Wolverton 
Library were delighted  
to be treated to a visit by  
the big man himself during 
their Christmas story time  
in December. 

Father Christmas brought a 
basket of sweets with him 
too, smiles all round!

LIBRARY LONG 
SERVICE AWARD

FATHER CHRISTMAS VISITS 
WOLVERTON LIBRARY
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News from  
Greenleys First School 
“Where Children Come First” 

It was an incredibly busy but festive month! 
WWoollvveerrttoonn  TToowwnn  BBaanndd  vviissiittss  GGFFSS  

The children were thoroughly entertained last month when members from the Wolverton 
Town Band played a selection of Christmas carols for the children. 

 
They taught us about the different brass instruments and showed us how they worked. 

Thank you for playing to us, we loved it! 
 

 
  

CCrriibb  &&  CCaarrooll  SSeerrvviiccee  aatt  SStt  GGeeoorrggee’’ss  CChhuurrcchh    
  

On the final day of term the whole school walked to St George’s Church in Wolverton for a 
Crib & Carol Service. Vicar Gill was our fantastic host, who led the service. We loved 

singing all the Christmas carols that we have been learning at school. 
Sadly, due to current Covid restrictions, we were unable to invite parents along, as there 

wasn’t enough room for all the children and families. 
 

 
 

Our school website address is www.greenleysfirstschool.org.uk.  Please take a look! 



If you are experiencing domestic abuse, or the situation  
feels unsafe in your own home, help is available.

Do you feel safe at home?

National Domestic Abuse Helpline:  
0808 2000 247 (24 hr freephone)

Men’s Advice Line:  
0808 8010 327 

LGBT National Domestic Abuse Helpline:  
0800 999 5428

Don’t be afraid to call.  
There’s never any excuse for abuse.

In an emergency call 999,
press 55 if you are not able to speak.

0344 375 4307
www.MKACT.com 

Email: info@mk-act.org
Monday to Friday, 9.00am to 5.00pm

Please note calls are charged at local rate.

Can’t call now? Take a photo  
of this QR code for reference.

@mkactcharity

@MKActCharity

@mkactcharity
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SUPPORTING 
BEREAVED 
CHILDREN

WHAT SUPPORT
DO WE OFFER?

Harry’s Rainbow are an award winning well 
established child bereavement charity supporting 
children and young people who are grieving the 
death of a parent or sibling.

As a family who registered 
not even a year ago we are 

blown away by this wonderful 
charity! What they have done 
for us no words can truly 
express! We now no longer feel 
alone & we feel supported!

”

Please visit our website for more information 
about the services we provide

PLEASE SCAN THE QR CODE 
OR CALL US FOR MORE 
INFORMATION

Rainbow 
Groups

 

  



Memory 
boxes

Therapeutic 
mentoring

Rainbow 
Retreat Trips

Wellbeing 
Activity 
Packs

Help young people 
think about  
their future  
career choices 

Anyone can do it, no matter what job 
you do or have done.  
No preparation needed, just turn up 
and answer students’ questions. 
Sign up at www.worktree.org/events

Can you join other volunteers in a 40-minute session 
with students at The Radcliffe School, simply 
answering questions about your experiences of work?
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WOLVERTON SENIOR CITIZENS’  
COFFEE CLUB

Guest star comes to play! Yes, Andy Pandy 
did come to play at the Wolverton Senior 
Citizens’ Coffee Club Christmas Party. With a 
snowball fight and Santa bringing a gift for 
every member, it was all great fun.

A treat worth waiting for! After missing 
their favourite event of the year last 
December, Wolverton Senior Citizens’ Coffee 
Club thoroughly enjoyed their Christmas 
meal given by The Scientific Lodge at the 

Wolverton Masonic Hall in style. Secretary 
Carl Devereux, his chef and helpers provided 
a five star meal served with much frivolity 
and laughter. A smile on every face, a 
wonderful afternoon.

Wolverton Senior Citizens’ Coffee Club 
Chairman Bernard Dackcome and Secretary 
Bernice Taylor-Brown presenting the Bring 
and Buy proceeds to Shaaron Forbes to go 
towards the Wesleyan Renovation Fund.

Sadly on 1st October 2021 Wesley’s Old 
Methodist Church in Wolverton was 
significantly vandalised causing much 
damage to the inside and key features 
including the wall mural, a rare example 
made from horsehair and plaster, the stored 
spirelet and tiles from 1892 which were 
ready for restoration.

Wolverton Senior Citizens’ Coffee Club 
felt they wanted to help as King’s Church 
are now looking to raise funds to cover 
the vandalism and to completely restore 
Wesley’s. At their New Year meeting a 
cheque was handed over by Chairman 
Bernard Dackcome to Pastor Andy Forbes, 
who told members that, instead of being 
demoralised, they must be galvanised into 
getting Wesley’s back to how the people of 
Wolverton knew and loved it.

KING’S COMMUNITY CENTRE  
GRANT REPORT BY ANDY AND SHAARON FORBES

King’s Community Centre 
want to say a big thank you to 
Wolverton & Greenleys Town 
Council for the £1,000 grant 
towards a new potato oven, we 
have named it Spud!

When we started Lunch Drop-
In (free community lunch for 
anyone) in 2016, we opened with 
just 30 people but by 2018 we 
were giving out 4,890 servings 
of hot food and sandwiches 
and in 2019 this rose to 5,504 
servings. While in lockdown we 
adapted to Lunch Take-Away 
and were surprised to see the 
servings increase to 7,001. In 
2021 we have shot past 12,000 
servings with Christmas still 
ahead! The most popular hot 
food by far is the humble baked 
potato (also known as a spud), 
which is filling and substantial 

and eaten by people from all 
walks of life, truly a community 
friendly food.

The MK12 postcode has the 
second highest poverty and the 
second highest homelessness in 
MK, with three homeless centres 
in Wolverton. We are also 
wonderfully diverse and among 
our hot food servings the baked 
potato seems to be the most 
diverse food, being something 
everyone can eat.

Such is the demand that we 
have more than doubled our 

servings of hot spuds and 
passed our oven’s ability to cook 
enough potatoes for our Lunch 
Drop-In (Thursdays 11.30am - 
1.30pm), so much so, we have 
been running out with an hour 
to go. WGTC came to the rescue 
and awarded us the grant 
towards a potato oven, that 
otherwise we could not have 
afforded, which along with our 
existing oven is now meeting  
the volume and benefiting so 
many in our community. Thank 
you WGTC for helping us help 
our community.
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109 Church Street, Milton Keynes, MK12 5LD
 

Green Law Solicitors is a limited company registered in England and Wales under Companies House registration number 10222266. The registered office is 109 Church
Street, Wolverton, Milton Keynes, MK12 5LD. VAT Reg: 251321840. The firm is authorised and regulated by the Solicitors Regulation Authority under No. 654537

01908 226999
info@greenlawsolicitors.com
www.greenlawsolicitors.com

No Win No Fee Personal Injury Claim

Your Solicitor Firm

Immigration Law

Family Law

Litigation

Debt Recovery

Landlord & Tenant

Swearing Documents

The newest Indian takeaway is looking 
forward to welcoming you. We serve fresh, 
tasty food at unbeatable prices and are 
open seven days a week for takeaway and 
online delivery. 

Quote MAGAZINE when placing your 
order to benefit from 10% off (phone 
orders only). 

Find us online at: 
wolvertontandoori.co.uk or order from 
Bookyup, MK Eats, JustEat, Deliveroo 
and Uber Eats.

WOLVERTON 
TANDOORI
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GIRLGUIDING 
WOLVERTON  
DISTRICT
The days are finally getting 
lighter, spring is just around the 
corner and hopefully (Covid-19 
guidelines permitting) all of 
us at Girlguiding will still be 
meeting up with our units face 
to face.

On the 8th of January the 
Wolverton Brownies turned 
100 years old. There was a 
big party to celebrate and a 
very special badge for all the 
girls. Just before Christmas the 
Wolverton Brownies asked their 
members to collect 100 items 
for MK Food Bank, they may 
have ended up with a few more 
than 100! It was a great way to 
kick off the celebrations.

Wolverton Rainbows ended the 
year with a fantastic Christmas 
party where they played 
games, decorated cakes, and 
handed out lots of badges for 
all the Rainbows’ hard work 
throughout the winter term. 
This term they will also be 
planning their own birthday 
celebration as Wolverton 

Rainbows will be turning 40 
later this year.

Wolverton Guides have also 
been very busy. They currently 
have spaces for members and 
are looking for some extra 
adult helpers so if you are 
interested in joining Girlguiding, 
please follow the links below.

All units are (at time of writing 
this) face to face at meetings 
and there is a big waiting 
list so if you are interested, 
please use the link below to 
register your daughter for 
either Guides (age 10 to 14), 
Brownies (age 7 to 10), or 
Rainbows (age 5 to 7). Or if you 
would like further information 
on each section, please go to: 
www.girlguiding.org.uk/
information-for-parents/
register-your-daughter

Girlguiding is always looking 
for volunteers to help at 
meetings so if you do have 
some spare time and would 
like to volunteer, follow the 
link: www.girlguiding.org.
uk/get-involved/become-a-
volunteer

Ouse Valley Trefoil Guild 
are currently meeting twice 
monthly via Zoom during 
January and February, hoping 
to return to meetings in March. 
If you are interested in trying 
something new or just want 
to meet new people, Ouse 
Valley Trefoil division is open 
to anyone aged 18 and over, 
and no guiding experience is 
necessary. Please visit the 
website at: trefoilguild.co.uk

The Viaduct 
Foundation
Happy new year from Bushfield 
and Wyvern schools!

As we say goodbye to the end 
of 2021 and to the end of a 
busy autumn term, despite 
challenging circumstances 
we have continued to deliver 
the best education and care 
for our pupils. This term we 
have continued to fulfil our 
curriculum with enrichment 
activities including visits from 
Woburn Safari Park, The Living 
Rainforest, Wonderdome; 
as well as maths and science 
day and charity events. In 
recent weeks we enjoyed a 
pantomime, a festive lunch, 
and filmed our Christmas 
performances, the list  
goes on!

Our amazing team of 
teaching and support staff are 

motivated, enthusiastic and 
well equipped for the changes 
happening and we look 
forward to welcoming you to 
our schools.

We continue to work closely 
together for our local families. 
If you are still deciding about 
a school place for your child, 
please look at our school 
websites for more information 
about the excellent education  
we offer:

www.bushfieldschool.net 
www.wyvernschool.org 

We welcome conversations 
with parents about the schools 
so please give us a call!

Bushfield: 01908 314876 
Wyvern: 01908 312275

Wolverton District

The Milton Keynes branch of 
the Western Front Association 
hold their monthly meetings 
at Wolverton Working Men’s 
Social Club at 49-50 Stratford 
Road, Wolverton, MK12 5LS.

Meetings are usually held on the 
third Friday of the month, 7:30pm– 
9:30pm. A donation covers costs 
and entry to a raffle. Refreshments 
are available at the bar. WFA 
members and members of the 
public are always very welcome.

Our next two events are:

February 18th AGM and talk 
‘The start of the 100 days; the 
second battle of the Marne’ 
with Roger Penny. The second 
Battle of the Marne, 15th July 
– 6th August 1918, was the last 

major German offensive on the 
Western Front during the Great 
War. Roger’s talk details what 
the plan was and why it failed. 
The talk follows a short AGM.

March 18th ‘On to Aleppo’  
with Stuart Hadaway. This talk, 
by historian and author Stuart 
Hadaway, will cover the Trans-
Jordan raids of the spring of 1918, 
where the re-organised forces 
of the Egyptian Expeditionary 
Force under General Sir 
Edmund Allenby finally pushed 
through northern Palestine and 
into Syria, culminating in the 
climactic Battle of Megiddo.

For further details, please visit 
westernfrontassociation.com 
and search ‘MK’ in ‘Branches’.

WESTERN FRONT  
ASSOCIATION -  
MK BRANCH
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Tel: 07405 362331 
E-mail: engagements@wolvertontownband.org.uk 

Web: www.wolvertontownband.org.uk 
Facebook: /groups/wolvertontownband 

THE WOLVERTON TOWN BAND  
 

Its been a great Holiday Season 

 

We’re ready to be a part of YOUR 2022!! 
Band members played 

the Last Post during 
Remembrance Week. 

Endorsement from 
Santa himself. 

Playing carols around the 
streets of Wolverton. 

Spreading Holiday Cheer. 
Christmas Concert at 
St. George’s Church. 

Contact us to arrange a safe booking now. 

Early Years rated as GOOD by Ofsted, May 2019 

 

£6 

• For 3 years and over 

• 15 hours funding 

• 30 hour funding available 

• Paid for sessions available 

   (£6 per session—3 hours) 

Aylesbury Street, Wolverton, 

Milton Keynes, MK12 5HU    

Tel: 01908 312275    

Email:  office@wyvernschool.org 

Fun and laughter, mess and exploration! Our teacher led Nursery offers great learning 
opportunities, a huge, fantastic space, and the perfect friendly, inclusive environment for your 
child.  With strong links to Reception, your child will be ready for the best possible start to their 
early education.  We have an amazing, experienced team who can’t wait to meet you and your 
child, come and have a look for yourself!  

Breakfast Club:   8.00am—8.30am (£1.50) 

Morning sessions:  8.30am -11.30 am 

Lunch Club:   11.30am -12 noon  

(£1.50 or free if 30 hour funding) 

Afternoon sessions:  12 noon—3.00pm 
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WOLVERTON TOWN 
BOWLS CLUB
Christmas and the New Year 
celebrations are behind us now, 
and we look forward to the spring 
and the start of our outdoor 
season. There is again a measure 
of uncertainty around at the 
moment, but we are confident 
that with the experience that we 
have gained over the last two 
seasons we know how to operate 
and maintain a safe playing 
environment. All the clubs in the 
area all played their games last 
season and also gained valuable 
experience, so we will all be 
able to enjoy meeting old friends 
whatever the circumstances. 
Two seasons ago we introduced 
a new start to the season with 
fun day for all members, which 
we called the “Covid Cup”, which 
was very successful. This new 
event has been re-named and 
absorbed into our start of season 
events, so maybe we will find 
room to start another new event - 
the “Omicron Shield” perhaps.

Winter maintenance for the 
bowling green continues, 
with various supplements 
and fertilisers being applied 

to schedule, all of which is 
designed to bring the green to 
top condition for the start of 
the season. Behind the scenes 
work still progresses, the 
friendly fixtures for next season 
are all arranged and we await 
the publication of the various 
national, county and district 
competitions so that our full 
fixture list can be published.

Bowls England will be introducing 
a number of new initiatives to 
promote and encourage the 
playing of bowls during the 
spring and summer and we shall 
be participating in these activities 
and will be inviting anybody 
interested in playing to our club 
to get onto the green and have a 
go. More information about these 
events will follow in the spring.

To find out more about the 
bowls club and its activities 
please call Dave Tysoe on 
0774 6954164 or Bruce 
Goldsmith on 01908 310514. 
Alternatively, you can email us 
at bowlsclubwolvertontown@
gmail.com or find us on 
Facebook @wolverton.town.3

WOLVERTON  
TENNIS CLUB

Firstly, I hope you have had 
a good Christmas and happy 
New Year. I guess you didn’t 
overindulge at Christmas but, 
and I realise it’s a big BUT, if you 
did- don’t mess with gyms, join 
your local tennis club! Fresh air 
and exercise, gyms can’t give 
you that!

Can’t play? We can sort that 
with our coaching sessions 
from beginner to performance. 
Junior Group Coaching starts on 
Saturday 15th January as does 
the “Rusty Racquets” sessions. 
Our coach Jason can also offer 
one to one coaching to members 
and non-members, give him a 
call. For more information and 
costs go to our website and click 
on the coaching tab.

The Tennis Club is giving 
discounts on membership too, 
please call on the number below 
for prices. With membership 
you also become a member 
of our sports club, that means 
cheap drink and BT and Sky 
Sport, access to all the televised 

Premier League and European 
matches, as well as rugby, 
cricket, darts, show jumping etc.

Can only play at night you say? 
Well, we have three floodlit 
courts, so you can’t use that 
excuse.

So, I will just clear up some bits 
and pieces from our last posting. 
Our Men’s B team won their cup 
final in the TMK KO Cup with our 
C team just missing out, being 
beaten in the semi-finals. All our 
Bucks Shield teams maintained 
their positions in their various 
leagues. We held our annual club 
championships with some great 
matches and worthy winners 
and an unbelievable BBQ 
throughout the afternoon.

Keep an eye out for events that 
are being planned throughout 
2022. If you are still thinking 
about it, want more advice, 
information or help, please 
visit our website https://
clubspark.lta.org.uk/
WolvertonTennisClub or call 
Pete on 07740 004548.

ROTARY ROUND UP

Support for Local Scouts 
Members of Wolverton & Stony 
Stratford Rotary Club were 
delighted to be able to make 
a contribution to the ongoing 
improvement work at the 1st 
Wolverton Scout Group’s hall in 
Furze Way in the form of a £500 
donation which was presented by 

Rotary President Alan Swann at a 
special Guests’ Evening meeting 
of the club on 26th October. Jane 
Lynds, Chair of the club’s Youth 
& Vocational Service group 
explained “my club has had a 
long association with Wolverton 
Scouts and we admire and greatly 
appreciate their valuable role 
engaging with so many local young 
people”.

Rotary helps Royal British 
Legion’s Poppy Appeal Several 
members supported the local 
branch of the RBL by volunteering 
at its stall in Wolverton Tesco 

during November in the lead up to 
Remembrance Sunday.

Mulled Wine Stall Rotary held its 
traditional Mulled Wine and Mince 
Pie stall at the Stony Stratford 
Christmas Lights Switch On event 
on 27th November. The cold, wet 
and windy weather helped boost 
sales with just over £1,400 being 
raised on the day.

Santa’s Sleigh – Christmas 
2021 With evening tours around 
four local areas (New Bradwell, 
Wolverton, Fairfields and Stony 
Stratford) and four days in 

Sainsbury’s CMK store, the club 
was delighted to have raised the 
magnificent sum of £4,600 with its 
popular Santa Sleigh. Rotary Club 
President Alan Swann commented 
“considering that we needed 
to follow all Covid-19 official 
measures this is a wonderful 
amount and a great reflection of 
the kindness and generosity of 
local residents and supermarket 
customers for which we are most 
grateful. The proceeds will be 
donated to local charities, including 
Willen Hospice, Kids Out and other 
good causes”.
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 If you are interested in attending or
would like to join the Working Group,

please contact Joe, the Community
Engagement and Projects Officer.

Twinning Trip 2022  
Ploegsteert, Belgium

COUNCIL MEETINGS 
FOR YOUR DIARY
Full Council Meetings 
Tuesday 22nd February 7.30pm 
Tuesday 22nd March 7.30pm  
Hodge Lea Meeting Place

Planning Committee 
Tuesday 1st February 7.30pm 
Tuesday 1st March 7.30pm  
Hodge Lea Meeting Place

Finance Committee 
Tuesday 15th March 7.30pm 
Hodge Lea Meeting Place

In the next issue look out for full coverage of the 2022/2023 budget 
and precept, news of the tree planting in Western Road recreation 
ground, the latest litter picks and all the latest updates from the Town 
Council regarding our work and events.

The deadline for submissions and adverts for Issue 133  
is 3rd March 2022.

WHAT’S COMING UP 
IN THE NEXT ISSUE?

WHY NOT BECOME A 
LOCAL COUNCILLOR?

Are you passionate about where you live?

Would you like to be involved in community

projects, events and activities? If the answer

is yes then...

WGTC have 'vacancies' in the Wolverton West ward. If

you think you can help to make a change please email

office@wolvertonandgreenleystowncouncil.gov.uk

THE QUEEN'S GREEN
CANOPY

WGTC have recently organised the planting of
200 trees at Western Road recreation ground as

part of The Queen's Green Canopy initiative.
 We are looking for volunteers to help with the

ongoing maintenance of the trees as they grow. If
you'd like to help out please contact Joe, the

Community Engagement and Projects Officer.
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CONTACT US

YOUR TOWN COUNCILLORS
GREENLEYS WARD

David Robertson  
d.robertson@wolvertonandgreenleys 
towncouncil.gov.uk   

Karen Faulkes  
k.faulkes@wolvertonandgreenleys 
towncouncil.gov.uk  

Ayo Aiyeola  
07872 444123 
a.aiyeola@wolvertonandgreenleys 
towncouncil.gov.uk 
 

HODGE LEA WARD 

Olugbade Orimogunje  
o.orimogunje@wolvertonandgreenleys 
towncouncil.gov.uk

Samera Riaz (Vice-Chair) 
s.riaz@wolvertonangreenleys 
towncouncil.gov.uk   
 

STACEY BUSHES WARD

Ansar Hussain  
07742 637638 
a.hussain@wolvertonandgreenleys 
towncouncil.gov.uk  

Ross Webb  
r.webb@wolvertonandgreenleys 
towncouncil.gov.uk

WOLVERTON EAST WARD

Adrian Moss (Mayor and Chair) 
07905 319140 
a.moss@wolvertonandgreenleys 
towncouncil.gov.uk  

Victoria Bamisile  
v.bamisile@wolvertonandgreenleys 
towncouncil.gov.uk  

Naseem Khan   
n.khan@wolvertonandgreenleys 
towncouncil.gov.uk 

Fazia Khatoon  
f.khatoon@wolvertonandgreenleys 
towncouncil.gov.uk
 

WOLVERTON WEST WARD

Hilary Saunders  
01908 319271 
h.saunders@wolvertonandgreenleys 
towncouncil.gov.uk 

Shaaron Forbes  
s.forbes@wolvertonandgreenleys 
towncouncil.gov.uk 

Jacqui Rollason  
j.rollason@wolvertonandgreenleys 
towncouncil.gov.uk

2 VACANT POSITIONS

MKC WARD COUNCILLORS

Wolverton Ward:

Ansar Hussain   
07742 637638 
ansar.hussain@milton-keynes.gov.uk 

Peter Marland  
07769 365316 
peter.marland@milton-keynes.gov.uk

Robert Middleton  
07849 725830  
robert.middleton@milton-keynes.gov.uk

Stacey Bushes and Hodge Lea Ward:

Marie Bradburn  
01908 234120 
marie.bradburn@milton-keynes.gov.uk

Robin Bradburn  
07742 164318 
robin.bradburn@milton-keynes.gov.uk

Robert Exon  
01908 220321  
robert.exon@milton-keynes.gov.uk

TOWN COUNCIL STAFF

Andrea Vincent TOWN CLERK

Mandy Shipp ASSISTANT CLERK

Nilo Thrikawala FINANCE OFFICER

Joe Quinn COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT  
AND PROJECTS OFFICER (CEPO)

Hannah Robinson COMMUNICATIONS  
ADMINISTRATOR

Ash Randall AREA CARETAKER 

Alec Brindle ASSISTANT AREA CARETAKER

ENVIRONMENTAL ENFORCEMENT OFFICER  
David Barnes on 07909 520793 

Office Town Hall, Creed  
Street, Wolverton, MK12 5LY

Tuesday to Thursday  
9:30am to 3:30pm 

Phone 01908 326800

Email office@wolvertonandgreenleys 
towncouncil.gov.uk

Web  wolvertonandgreenleystown

council.gov.uk

 @WandGTC

 Wolverton & Greenleys Town Council

 wolvertonandgreenleys

 wolvertongreenleystowncouncil

Serving the communities of Wolverton, Greenleys, Old Wolverton,  
Wolverton Mill, Stonebridge, Hodge Lea and Stacey Bushes.

WOLVERTON & GREENLEYS TOWN COUNCIL

WGTC do NOT endorse any of the businesses advertised or any views expressed in the featured articles.



We would like to know your thoughts on how this 
occasion should be celebrated in Greenleys, Hodge Lea, 
Stacey Bushes and Wolverton. It is important to WGTC 

that the whole of our community is involved. 

Please email your thoughts and suggestions to Joe at 
community@wolvertonandgreenleystowncouncil.gov.uk 

or telephone him on 01908 326800.

How do you think our community should
celebrate HM The Queen's Platinum Jubilee?


