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Friday 3rd June, 1pm-4pm
Stacey Bushes Meeting Place, MK12 6HX
We are holding a Jubilee party designed specifically for adults and
children from our parish who have additional and special needs.
There will be party food and drink, entertainment, a DJ and a quiet
room.
This is a free event supported by Stacey Bushes Meeting Place, WGTC
and the Wolverton & Stony Stratford Rotary Club.
Please contact Paul Fussell on 07858 587184 for booking information.
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Tickets are free on a first-come, first-served basis to older
persons in the parish of Wolverton and Greenleys
Available from Wolverton & Greenleys Town Council
by calling 01908 326800 or emailing
office@wolvertonandgreenleystowncouncil.gov.uk
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Welcome to the April
and May edition of
the Wolverton and
Greenleys Community
Magazine. I have seen
some beautiful, and
most welcome, signs
of spring throughout
the parish.

The group have new volunteers
and have been busy weeding,
pruning and tidying
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your help

8 | WOLVERTON
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Learn more about Depaul and
the services it offers
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Find out what local schools,
clubs and associations have
been doing

WOLVIE THE WOLF
CHALLENGE
How long will it
take you to find
Wolvie the Wolf?
She’s hiding
somewhere in this
newsletter.

Editors Hannah Robinson
& Mandy Shipp
Designers TravisBead
©2022 Wolverton and
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The In Bloom volunteers have
captured some of these lovely
sights, check them out on
page 4. As the weather gets
warmer, why not try a cruise
on Electra, the fully electric
and accessible community
canal boat for Milton Keynes?
She is taking bookings again
and the new season’s cruises
will start on April 1st. Electra
is a lovely way to enjoy the
Grand Union canal which
goes right through Wolverton.
You can find out more online
at www.bmkwaterway.org/
electra
Full Council meetings in
December and early January
were postponed due to Plan
B, but have now taken place.
A summary of some agenda
items discussed at these
meetings is provided in the
‘Town Council’ Update on
pages 13-16 but for more
detailed information please
read the agendas, minutes,
and public information
available on our website.
These items vary from
the budget and precept to
celebrating International
Women’s Day in March.
We do encourage residents
to attend Council meetings,
either in person or online;
meetings are currently held
at Hodge Lea Meeting Place,

with public question time
from 19.15 -19.30 and the
Full Council meeting starting
at 19.30. If you are unable to
attend in person, the council
also streams the meetings
via Microsoft Teams so
you can watch them from
the comfort of your own
home. All information and
instructions for how to watch
the meetings is published
on our website and social
media pages.
I’m pleased to say we have
now launched the Wolverton
and Greenleys Community
Youth Council which is open
to all young people aged
11-18 years who live in,
or are educated within
the parish. This is a great
opportunity for young
people to get involved in
their community as well
as helping to develop
their communication and
leadership skills. Please
contact Joe, the Community
Engagement and Projects
Officer if you, or your child,
would like to know more.
If you are a business owner
in the parish, we want
to hear from you! WGTC
want to reach out to local
businesses and support
the introduction of a new
‘Business Association’ where
businesses can network
effectively with one another
and have access to vital
business services including
advice, financial expertise
and support. If this is of
interest to you or you would
like to learn more, then
please contact our
Community Engagement
and Projects Officer, Joe, for
further details.

Our popular Twinning Trip
will take place from the 25th
- 27th November, it is WGTC’s
turn to travel to Ploegsteert,
Belgium. Besides aiming
to maintain relationships
and encourage exchanges,
promote and continue mutual
friendships, there is a special
clause, to ‘continue to pay
tribute to Albert French
whose story has forged a
lasting bond between our
two communities’. The
relationship with Ploegsteert
is also celebrated on the
anniversary of Albert
French’s death in the First
World War in June and on
Remembrance Sunday. Last
November a total of £325.09
was raised within the parish
for the British Legion. If you
are interested in attending
the Twinning Trip, please
contact Joe.
I hope you enjoy reading
this packed edition of the
community magazine,
if you’d like to submit
something to it, or advertise
in it, please contact us at
the office.

Councillor M oss
Chair of WGTC
and Mayor of Wolverton

www.wolvertonandgreenleystowncouncil.gov.uk
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Urb Farm
Update
Between 196-198
Windsor Street
Wolverton
MK12 5DR

We have been spring cleaning at the
Urb Farm for a few months now in
preparation for the growing season!
The old blue and white containers have been replaced
with a grey portacabin kindly donated by a local company.
Decades of fly tipped rubbish has been removed (over 15
tonnes of it!) and a new path has been created around
the boundary of the farm to ensure easy management of
the trees and brambles. The 17th and final no-dig growing
bed has been laid out and polytunnels have been
cleaned ready for seedlings to grow and flourish.
The Urb Farm site is managed by the charity - Milton
Keynes Christian Foundation - and is home to three of
the social enterprises that are part of the charity.
The Learning Tree runs forest school sessions helping
children to connect with nature. There are a whole variety
of different experiences running weekly and at special
times of the year too that include; bush craft, pond
dipping, nature art and team building games. One of the
weekly sessions is the after school club for 7-12 year
olds from 4.30-6.30pm. You can drop off your children
to have an adventure in nature after school. To book a
place or find out more email Robyn on robyn.bruce@
mkchristianfoundation.co.uk and to keep up with
Learning Tree news and special events follow them
on Instagram @_thelearningtree_ or Facebook
@learningtreemk
Urban Bee-lievers are helping to make Milton Keynes
a bee friendly city. This year the team have launched

bee keeping experiences. If you are interested in bees or
considering becoming a bee keeper this experience is for
you. You will learn all about the honeybees colony, how
to care for the bees, get some hands-on experience and
taste the amazing honey too. To book a place visit our
online shop at www.mkchristianfoundation.co.uk/shop
You can keep up with all buzz at Urban Bee-lievers by
following them on Instagram @urbanbeelievers
The Growing People team launched the weekly
Urb Farm market a year ago and have really enjoyed
welcoming the local community to the farm to buy
seasonal vegetables and fruit along with eggs and honey
produced on the farm and bread and cakes from the
Think Food Café. Now the no-dig beds are complete,
the variety and quantity of produce will increase and
the team are striving to provide a wider selection of
vegetables and salad throughout the year. Come and see
for yourself and pop along to the market on a Thursday
from midday till 4pm at the Urb Farm.
You can receive a weekly email from Growing People
with details of produce available that week. Just email
growing.people@mkchristianfoundation.co.uk to sign up.
To keep up with all the veg and chicken news follow the
team on Instagram @growingpeople or Facebook
@growingpeople1

Registered Charity no. 293546
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IN BLOOM UPDATE
BY HILARY SAUNDERS & LYNDA HAMMOND

Pansies at War Memorial

Wolverton Tennis Club

Daffodils, snowdrops, hellebores,
crocuses and tulips cheered us all up in
the spring and now we are glad to see
the grass growing and light evenings. Our
summer bedding plants will be following
a red, white and blue theme to celebrate
Queen Elizabeth’s long reign. Geraniums
(strictly, pelargoniums) and petunias in
red and white are easy to obtain but blue
is trickier; look out for lobelia, salvias,
pansy/viola, scabious, bell flower and
small bluebells.
The last couple of months have seen
our In Bloom group of volunteers gain

Volunteers help across the parish to tend the planters

three new regular helpers. We have been
weeding, pruning and tidying in these
quieter winter months but we shall be
hoping for more volunteers to come
forward towards the end of May when
hundreds of plants will be delivered to the
Town Hall for us to put in all the ground
level planters.
AxiomB2 are contracted to do the high
lamp post baskets and come round
regularly watering them and the public
planters. Wolverton’s doorstep planters
remain the responsibility of those who
live at the premises! On one of our recent

sessions we noticed that the corner
of Wolverton Tennis Club is looking
very smart, and has been planted with
sustainable perennials. Thank you!
To volunteer to help, phone the Town
Council Office on 01908 326800 or
email office@wolvertonandgreenleys
towncouncil.gov.uk and leave your
contact details. We have only one regular
session at 1pm – 3pm on Tuesdays (if it’s
not raining!). Other sessions we arrange
by phone or on our WhatsApp group
whenever it suits some of us. We are
very flexible.

CELEBRATE SPRING AT THE
COMMUNITY ORCHARD

BY PAUL DUBERY

practising your photography
skills too.

from 3-6pm. There will
be live music courtesy of
Wolverton’s famous Bossa
Boyz and others, we’ll also
have a barbecue and will
be serving hot and cold
refreshments from our newly
refurbished Victorian railway
carriage. This work, and a
new footpath, were made
possible by a grant from MK
Community Foundation, for
which we’re most grateful.
Thanks also to The Salvage
Hacker for his expertise and
enthusiasm.

Come and celebrate spring’s
arrival with us! On Saturday
23rd April (St George’s Day),
we’ll be holding our first
community event of 2022

At the event there will also
be some bedding plants for
sale, all grown in our very
own polytunnel. Perfect
timing for bringing colour

Primroses blooming in the Orchard

Lots of encouraging seasonal
signs are appearing at the
Orchard now; daffodils and
early fruit blossom as well
as primroses, cowslips and
much more. Come in and
relax, wander and enjoy –
it’s a wonderful place for

and butterflies into your
garden for the rest of the
year. All donations go
towards new tools, seeds,
plants and general upkeep
of the Orchard. As always,
we’re grateful to the WGTC
caretakers Alec and Ash for
mowing the grass between
the fruit trees.
We continue to hold our
weekly volunteer sessions
every Tuesday from 10am till
1pm, everyone is welcome
whatever their experience
and ability.
Just in case – latest COVID
guidelines will prevail and if
you have any new symptoms
please stay at home!

www.wolvertonandgreenleystowncouncil.gov.uk
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NEWS FROM THE SECRET GARDEN

BY ROGER KITCHEN

Clearing ivy from trees and paths has allowed the snowdrops to show off

Over the winter months
volunteers have been meeting
on Saturday mornings to
maintain the Secret Garden
(and we would welcome
anyone who would like to get
involved with us!).

We have been waging a war with the
ivy which has been doing its best to
smother plants and climb up trees. We
cleared a large area where we have
planted daffodil bulbs and have given
the previously suffocated bluebells and
snowdrops a chance to flourish.

clear area where we want to plant some
interesting new trees. This tree planting
will take place on Saturday 2nd April
between 11am and 1pm. You will be
most welcome to come down and help
– or just watch. We can promise you a
cup of tea and cake!

We have also been cutting down some
sycamore saplings and have created a

Please email me on
rogerfkitchen@gmail.com

Early Years rated as GOOD by Ofsted, May 2019

£6
• For 3 years and over
• 15 hours funding

• 30 hour funding available
• Paid for sessions available
(£6 per session—3 hours)

Fun and laughter, mess and exploration! Our teacher led Nursery offers great learning
opportunities, a huge, fantastic space, and the perfect friendly, inclusive environment for your
child. With strong links to Reception, your child will be ready for the best possible start to their
early education. We have an amazing, experienced team who can’t wait to meet you and your
child, come and have a look for yourself!

Aylesbury Street, Wolverton,

Milton Keynes, MK12 5HU
Tel: 01908 312275
Email: office@wyvernschool.org

Breakfast Club:
8.00am—8.30am (£1.50)
Morning sessions:
8.30am -11.30 am
Lunch Club:
11.30am -12 noon
(£1.50 or free if 30 hour funding)
Afternoon sessions:
12 noon—3.00pm

WOLVERTON & GREENLEYS COMMUNITY MAGAZINE APR/MAY 2022 ISSUE 133
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DOWN ON THE PLOT BY MICK MURPHY

The different stages of hügelkultur: logs, straw and compost

‘What a fantastic
community we have!’
Following the storms in
February folk have helped
one another to repair
damaged greenhouses,
polytunnels and sheds,
and to collect up items
that ended up on other
plots. Overall, most plots

did survive the adverse
conditions. There are signs
throughout the allotments
that gardeners are now
starting to plant out their
seeds and seedlings. Spring
is on its way!
I met up with Janaid whose
family have worked their
plot since 2018, they have
adopted the hügelkultur

method to grow their
vegetables. Put simply,
hügelkultur is a centuries old
traditional way of building
raised beds using logs and
woody materials as a base,
with straw, soil and compost
added in layers. These raised
beds last for many years,
certainly worth reading up
on. Some great news for

WILDLIFE OF
WOLVERTON (WOW!)
The Scout Hut, Cambridge Street
AND the Community Orchard,
Western Road

Logo designed by Maggie Beckett

Bringing together local nature
enthusiasts to inspire others
about making their gardens,
and the community, more
wildlife friendly.
A free community event on Sunday 29th
May 2022 from 11am - 4pm.

birds down at the site - 37
bird boxes have been built
and distributed around
the allotments. Made from
recycled timber and surplus
materials these boxes will
provide homes for birds
for many years to come, a
wonderful addition to the
site. Thank you to all those
involved in this project.

A THANK
YOU TO THE
ALLOTMENT
REPS AT
STACEY HILL

Activities include:
• Kids busy bee crafting
• Storytelling
• Meet a hedgehog and build a
hedgehog house
• Green roofing workshop
• Forestry crafts
• Local animal charities
• Biodiversity talks
• Plant swap
• Refreshments available
• Litter-picking and more…

WGTC would like to take this
opportunity to thank our two
allotment reps, Phil and Barrie, for
all their hard work at the Stacey Hill
allotment site. They have devoted
a considerable amount of time and
effort helping to clear vacant plots,
maintain the site and encourage
and mentor new plot holders. Thank
you and we wish you the best for
your ‘retirement’!

To get involved please contact:
Iain Stirling on iainstirling@
gmail.com or Hannah Kitchen at
hannahkitchen@homecall.co.uk

We’d also like to say ‘welcome’ to
our new reps, Mick and Vic, who
have filled these positions. You may
have read about Mick’s work on
his plots in the feature ‘Down on
the Plot’.

www.wolvertonandgreenleystowncouncil.gov.uk
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New role
in our Café
Come and work with us!

Think Food is a small café
with a big vision based on
the square at the heart
of Wolverton. We know
that what and how we eat
can change the world and
we want our food to help
change it for the better.
Current patterns of eating
are not sustainable, driving
climate crisis and health
and social inequality both
locally and globally. We are
working to make our café
a small part of the solution
by producing great tasting,
reasonably priced food
that brings people together
from across our local
community.
Our menus focus on
vegetarian and vegan
recipes, using as much
locally sourced, fresh,
seasonal and fairly traded
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produce as possible.
The team have been
working hard to perfect
the art of making freshly
baked bread and cakes
every week.

E ST. 2005
20 05

Think Food Café is
one of Milton Keynes
Christian Foundation’s
social enterprises staffed
by young people not in
education, training or
employment who gain
essential work experience
and qualifications as they
change the world for good
one bite at a time.
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We hope to re-open the
café and welcome new
and old customers to
taste the new menu and
delicious freshly baked
bread. We just need to find
a new staff member to join
our team.

Think Food – Café Supervisor
Do you have a passion to
be part of a friendly café
team serving good coffee,
freshly baked bread,
sandwiches and cakes
alongside some inspiring
young people?

Good customer service is
at the heart of the Think
Food café along with a
passion for sharing your
knowledge and skills with
the young people working
with you.

We are looking for a café
supervisor to re-open the
popular Think Food Café in
the heart of Wolverton.

We can offer sociable
working hours in a friendly
environment.

The role will include
managing the front of
house team, preparing
barista coffees, tea, cakes
and toasted sandwiches
while maintaining a clean
and tidy café space.

Just give Stephen Norrish
a call on 01908 311112 or
visit our website www.
mkchristianfoundation.
co.uk to find out more
and download the job
description.

ADVERTISE
HERE
If you would like to advertise your business or
your next event in this newsletter, contact us
at: office@wolvertonandgreenleystowncouncil.
gov.uk or call 01908 326800.

Registered Charity no. 293546
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WOLVERTON’S BIG PICKS

Volunteers collected 72 bags full of rubbish from around the streets of Wolverton

The Wolverton Litter
Pickers (WLP) have
some fantastic news
which will really help
with future litter picks!

support of this amazing local
business, they are also the
perfect place to visit after
one of the Big Pick events
for lunch or a hot drink.
Thanks need to go to Susie
May for making this happen.

The wonderful people at
Bar Bar Black Sheep in The
Square, Wolverton, have
bought the group lots of
shiny new equipment to
make litter picking even
easier. Their contribution has
allowed the WLP to buy 30
hoops for the rubbish sacks,
10 extra adult litter pickers
and 10 super-grippy Graptor
litter pickers for kids. The
WLP are very grateful for the

WGTC have also agreed
to purchase more litter
picking equipment which
can be loaned out to
groups and individuals as
required. This will enable
more volunteers to take
part in this good community
work. If you are interested
in hiring equipment,
please contact the Office
for further information.

The Last Pick - 23rd
January 2022
The first Big Pick of 2022
was a roaring success, with
72 big sacks of rubbish
collected from the streets of
our wonderful town across
two sites. The WLP almost
ran out of litter pickers,
which means that the extra
pickers and hoops the
group now have will come
in useful if we get even a
few extra volunteers for
our next Big Pick. As the
weather improves the WLP
look forward to welcoming
more volunteers to help keep
the town looking its best.

Wolverton Litter Pickers
Members
The Wolverton Litter Pickers’
Facebook group now has
over 200 members, which
is amazing. To get such a
large proportion of them
out on such a regular basis
makes all the admin team
proud. The WLP look forward
to building on the success
of 2021 into this year.
The Next Big PickSunday 10th April,
10:00am-12:00pm, meet
in The Square near Bar
Bar Black Sheep, all
equipment is provided.

WOLVERTON LANTERN
FESTIVAL IS BACK!
Saturday 3rd December 2022
Parade starts at 4.30pm from The Square. This year’s theme: Minibeasts
Public lantern-making workshops:
6th, 13th, 27th November from 2-5pm at The Old Bath House

Photo by Simon Beckett, Factotum Film

Lantern kits on sale in local outlets in the autumn.
To find out more about funding and volunteering opportunities please
message via: facebook.com/WolvertonLanternFestival

www.wolvertonandgreenleystowncouncil.gov.uk
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BARKING BAGS
RAISE THE WOOF
ON DRAGONS’ DEN

RESPONSIBLE
DOG OWNERSHIP
BY DEBBIE GREAVES
Easter is a time for celebration in
many cultures across the globe
but here in the UK it can be a
dangerous time for our pooches.
All those chocolates and hot cross
buns, which are full of raisins,
can make your dog seriously
unwell. Read on to find out how
to keep your dog safe this Easter.

If you watch Dragons’
Den on BBC you may
have seen Debbie
and Rob, owners
of local business
Barking Bags, bag
a Dragon!
Debbie and her husband
Rob, the creators of Barking
Bags, are both former
teachers who worked in

MK Schools. When they
retired, they set up a new
business creating a range
of specialist bespoke dog
walking bags. Recently they
took the product on Dragons’
Den seeking investment
for a share of the business,
and they received some
great responses. After the
90-minute gruelling process,
Barking Bags won the heart
of Sara Davies, who offered
to invest. Pawsome job!

Can dogs eat chocolate?
Many dogs have a sweet tooth
and love the delicious taste of
chocolate, but it is poisonous for
them and could make them very
unwell. If eaten in large enough
quantity it can prove fatal.
Why is chocolate so
dangerous?
Chocolate contains a toxic
ingredient called theobromine
(a bit like caffeine). Dogs are
unable to break this down,
or metabolise, theobromine
and it can do serious harm.
Dark chocolate is particularly
dangerous as it usually has
higher levels of theobromine but
it’s also found in milk chocolate.
Theobromine mainly affects
a dog’s guts, heart, central
nervous system and kidneys.
What are the symptoms of
chocolate poisoning?
The signs and symptoms of
chocolate poisoning will vary
depending on the size, age and
breed of your dog and the amount
they have eaten. The symptoms
include:
• vomiting (which may
include blood)
• diarrhoea
• rapid breathing
• muscle tension
• poor coordination
• increased heart rate
• seizures
What should you do if you
know or suspect your dog has
eaten chocolate?
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If you have any doubts that your
dog has ingested chocolate
consult your vet immediately –
don’t wait. It may be hard to tell
exactly how much chocolate your
dog has eaten and therefore how
much theobromine they have
taken in, cocoa bean sources
vary and so does the amount
of toxins within them. It will be
helpful if you can tell them what
kind of chocolate they may have
eaten and how much (hang
on to the wrapper and take it
with you to the vets). It is also
advisable to have a note of your
dog’s weight. There are toxicity
calculators available on the web
to help you find out if your dog
has eaten a harmful dose, but
our advice is to err on the side
of caution and contact your
vet. According to the Veterinary
Poisons Information Service it
is rare for a fatality to occur but
eating chocolate can make them
extremely ill and cause long
term damage if not treated.
Can dogs ever have chocolate?
The answer is no, so take care
to keep chocolate eggs, biscuits
and even some chocolate cereals
away from your pet. Chocolate
cake is particularly bad as it may
contain cocoa powder which is
high in theobromine. Drinking
chocolate tends to have lower
levels of theobromine to milk
chocolate and is less of a risk
but dry cocoa powder is highly
toxic to dogs. It’s unlikely your
dog will suffer poisoning from
eating white chocolate, but it
is high in fat, buttermilk and
sugar so may cause a stomach
upset and isn’t a healthy treat.
Are there any chocolate
substitutes for dogs? There are
substitutes available at pet shops
so ask for the retailer’s advice on
what the best substitutes are.
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COULD YOU HELP TRAIN A DOG
TO SAVE LIVES?

The world leading charity,
Medical Detection Dogs,
trains some of the world’s
most powerful bio sensors,
with fluffy coats and waggy
tails, to save lives using their
amazing sense of smell.
The charity is appealing for
volunteer socialisers to look
after the young dogs while
they are trained. If you’re
interested in learning more
about what these dogs go
and possibly giving them

board, lodgings and cuddles,
read on! Medical Alert
Assistance dogs work with
individuals with complex
health conditions such as
Type 1 diabetes and severe
allergies, giving them a
5-10 minute warning that
a medical crisis is about
to happen. Clients have
no awareness that their
condition is about to take
hold, but the dogs detect a
change in their odour. Their

hairy lifesavers prevent injury,
emergency services callouts
and hospital admissions
and give individuals back
their independence and
confidence. Bio Detection
dogs learn the odour of
diseases like cancer and
Parkinson’s in the charity’s
training centre and this
work will lead to early, less
invasive diagnosis of some
of the world’s biggest killers.
Most recently, the charity has
been training dogs to detect
COVID-19 as a wet-nosed
line of defence against the
virus. The first phase of the
project proved that dogs
can detect the odour with
an accuracy of up to 94%
- significantly higher than
the other immediate testing
method, the LFT (we know
which we’d prefer). The dogs
are now screening people in
real world settings such as
workplaces, conferences and
events as part of their training

and the project is at its final
validation stage. Claire Baker,
Volunteer Manager, says:
“It is very important to us
that our dogs live in a loving
home environment before
being partnered with a client
or work as a Bio Detection
dog. This unique role involves
attending regular puppy
classes, following positive
dog training methods and
taking the dog to visit lots of
different environments. You
will need to be at home most
of the day and be able to
travel to our centre in Great
Horwood on a regular basis.”
If you might be interested
in hearing more, please
email volunteering@
medicaldetectiondogs.org.uk

HAVE AN EGG-CELLENT EASTER WITH
A VISIT TO MILTON KEYNES MUSEUM
The hunt will
be on at Milton
Keynes Museum
this Easter
between 15th
and 18th April
when the search
for hidden eggs
begins – and they
lead the way to
yummy chocolate
rewards!

It is a cracking way to
celebrate the festive
period – and the egg
hunt ensures everyone
wins something. The
eggs will be dotted
around inside the
Museum and around
the grounds, ensuring
a fantastic time for
everyone as they enjoy
a wonderful tour of the
history hub along the
way. The Museum is also
inviting visitors to get
stuck into some Easter
themed craft activities.

It’s traditional family fun
suitable for little chicks
and older bunnies alike,
and the four day event
(April 15-18) is also
choc-full of non-sweetie
goodness, with plenty
of hands-on interaction
getting you closer to
the past.

affordable snacks and
drinks on the menu.
More information about
booking and forthcoming
events can be found
on the website www.
miltonkeynesmuseum.
org.uk

With so much fun to
enjoy, hunger will come
knocking. A visit to the
Granary Cafe will put
an end to rumbling
bellies, with a range of

www.wolvertonandgreenleystowncouncil.gov.uk
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WIZARD OF WOLVERTON
REMEMBERED

Local artist Tim Layden ready to catch the juggling ball from his painting of The Wizard of Wolverton on Stratford Road, Wolverton

Much loved
Wolverton character
Les Jeffrey, who
taught countless
people to juggle
and died of cancer
last year, has been
remembered in
a new artwork
on the west wall
of Wolverton’s
community centre,
The Old Bath House
on Stratford Road.
Local artist Tim Layden,
who was asked to produce
the painting with a donation
from Les’ sister and had
conversations with dozens
of Les’ friends, said: “It was

a process of getting to know
the story of Les from those
who knew him, who he was
and what he represented to
them. I was thinking about
what he loved and did, the
psychedelic music, stories,
poetry and performance. I
tried to create something
that I thought he would
really like himself, whether it
was about him or not.”
James Easton, one of Les’
oldest friends and partner
in the creation of Whacky
Circus for local children,
said: “It’s brilliant to see
Les not only defying gravity
with his juggling but also by
floating in mid-air…rising
above things just as he
always used to.”
Martyn Ridley, a volunteer
at The Old Bath House

Community Fridge, who
helped Tim with technical
ideas for the painting and
mounting, said: “It’s a
culmination of the minds
and doings of many good
people in Wolverton. I
appreciate the fact Les is up
there now.”
Colin Walker, trustee of
The Old Bath House for 25
years, said: “It’s created
a lot of interest. People
have been stopping, taking
photos, asking what’s
going on. It gives the town
character. I think Les would
be overwhelmed if he
saw this.”
Roger Kitchen, long-term
Wolverton resident and
former trustee of The Old
Bath House, said: “I just
think it’s an incredibly
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fitting tribute to an amazing
bloke. He was so well
loved in the community.
Tim has done a fantastic
job, considering he never
actually knew Les. He’s got
the arthritic hands just right.
It’s wonderful, makes this
place (Wolverton) special.
We are a bit of a quirky
community and it’s great to
see something like this
go up.”
See Roger’s video of Tim
talking, https://vimeo.
com/666508766.
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GETTING TO LOVE
(LOVE) WOLVERTON

Among the members of Still
Green who are getting to love
Wolverton are folks from Leicester,
Peterborough, Dunstable,
Cambridge, Somerset, and
London. Just some of the people
who, alongside those of us from
Wolverton and Milton Keynes, are
planning to move into the cohousing complex that will lie at the
centre of the Love Wolverton project.

links. Then there is the Ouse Valley
Park, the canal, and the redways to
explore! Everyone agrees it’s a great
place to locate ‘Block C’ of the Love
Wolverton regeneration, project,
with its mix of one-, two- and threebed apartments, each with own
balcony or patio. Following ten years
of searching for an ideal site across
MK and North Bucks, Still Green is
thrilled to be settling in Wolverton.

All our members are excited
about the chance to live in an
established town with its distinct
identity and heritage, as well as
a mix of communities and good
(and improving) public transport

Still Green is a co-housing
initiative for over-50s, all of
whom are committed to living in
a way which reduces impact on
the environment. Residents will
enjoy access to electricity from a

BY SHELIA THORNTON

community micro-grid, a car club
and bike hire schemes and the
high-spec technology such as Air
Source Heat Pumps (ASHP) and
Mechanical Ventilation and Heat
Recovery (MVHR). Yes, it has been
a steep but very enjoyable learning
curve as we’ve worked alongside
the architects and associated
specialists to complete the design
details of the 29 apartments, and
the shared spaces. Because as well
as individual flats on three storeys,
we will benefit from a courtyard
garden, a large meeting room and
kitchen, a guest room and laundry
and shared storage spaces.
And co-housing? Well it’s all
about mutual support and
independence whilst maintaining
privacy: “We can be active and
engaged with others when we
wish, whilst enjoying peace and
quiet in our own homes at other
times”, as one member puts it.

manage a discrete community
space in one corner of Block C.
However, now that we can start
planning occasional social meetings
in person again, we are hoping to
explore Wolverton eating places,
shops and open spaces such as the
Urb Farm and Community Orchard.
We hope to keep you all updated
on our journey as the development
takes place, but in the meantime,
we invite you to get in touch with
any questions or through general
nosiness! Perhaps you might
consider co-housing for yourself?
We still have some unreserved
flats to buy and expect to have four
social rent flats for local people.
Still Green’s website: www.
stillgreenweb.org, drop us a line at
stillgreenweb@gmail.com or find
us on Facebook: @StillGreenMK
and Twitter: @StillGreen5

Of course, we are still a couple of
years off moving in, but we are
already getting to know local groups
such as Future Wolverton who will

REMEMBERING STEPHEN MOTT (1953 – 2022)
Born in Loughborough, Stephen
moved to MK not long after his
degree in computer science.
Stephen settled in Wolverton
in the early eighties, and with
his first wife, Auriel, raised his
children, Frances, Josef and
Tegan. In 2008, Stephen married
Gillian and also became a parent
for step-daughter Harriet.

It was a very sad day for Wolverton
when Stephen Mott, resident of
Buckingham Street and dedicated
community member, passed away
unexpectedly from a cardiac arrest.

Stephen was committed to the
Wolverton community – he
and Gillian participated in
the consultations about the
redevelopment of the Agora site. As
a parent, he was a founder member
of a youth arts organisation,
Wolverton Arts. Along with his

wife Gillian, he ‘guerrilla gardened’
in their street, contributing to
Britain in Bloom. Stephen was
a Deputy Warden and member
of St George’s Church and for
almost 16 years he spearheaded
the Community Breakfast on a
Saturday morning at the church.
Along with Gillian and a small
team of committed volunteers, he
provided breakfast for up to 50
people every Saturday morning,
even when it fell on Christmas Day.

to London, garden centres and
farm shops. Stephen loved cooking,
photography and music and he
and Gillian went to many Paul
Handyside gigs together. Stephen
was a quiet example of a generous
and dedicated Wolvertonian.

Stephen was due to retire shortly
from work. He was looking forward
to spending more time on his and
Gillian’s allotment and seeing his
two grandchildren, alongside trips

https://localgiving.org/
fundraising/celebratingthe-life-of-stephen-mott/

Donations towards The Urb Farm
have been made in Stephen’s
memory and that has already
raised in excess of £1,600. You
can add to this collection here:

www.wolvertonandgreenleystowncouncil.gov.uk
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TOWN COUNCIL UPDATES
TOWN COUNCIL
FORWARD PLAN, WGTC
WANTS YOUR VIEWS
Following a strategy meeting
in November, WGTC decided to
conduct a year long consultation
with the community throughout
the parish. We want to hear your
views as these are critical for
the forward plan of the council
and for the council to try and
action things that you wish to
see done in the community. In
the coming month a letter will
be delivered to everyone in the
parish asking for your views.
The letter can be returned

to WGTC by dropping it into
our letter box, by posting it
back to us using the prepaid
label or emailing office@
wolvertonandgreenleys
towncouncil.gov.uk.
Alternatively, you can talk to
your local councillor when they
have a pop-up event near your
home in due course.
The results of this consultation
will be published in a newsletter
later this year and online.

2022-23 BUDGET
AND PRECEPT
At the Full Council meeting
held on the 25th January,
councillors agreed after
much debate to an increase
of 4.56% for the precept,
which is equivalent to 20p
per household per week.
The forecasted budget was
initially 11%, and to achieve
the lower increase, budget
lines are to be reduced by
£36,000 with the monies
coming from the reserves.

The good news is that the
following budget lines were
agreed, which includes,
amongst others, funding for:
Platinum Jubilee celebrations
across the parish, the return
of the annual fireworks
display (subject to any
Covid-19 rules), The Lantern
Festival, WGTC Community
Magazine, grants and other
new projects (to be formally
agreed).

A FOND FAREWELL
TO JESSIE

BACK ALLEY WORKS

Photo by Roxanne Bergman

During March, the longawaited works began on
some of the back alleys
to re-plane their surfaces.
The traditional stone gullies
in the middle will be left
intact where there is no

significant wear. The plan
is that this work will help to
create a safer route to get
down to the town centre.
MK Council are funding
this work through the CIF
programme, Community
Infrastructure Fund, and
this is being match funded
by WGTC. The works form
part of the Neighbourhood
Plan and tie in with the
current consultation on
making redways and cycle
routes more accessible
for users.

MOBILE CCTV UPDATE
WGTC have been working in partnership
with Milton Keynes Council, the Police and
Crimewave to try and reduce anti social
behaviour (ASB) across the parish through
the installation of mobile CCTV cameras.
Since their deployment, the cameras have
picked up incidents of ASB, fly-tipping etc.
and these incidents are currently being
investigated by the appropriate departments.

Some of you will know
Jessie, the lovely lady who,
up until the end of January,
helped to keep clean the
streets of Wolverton. She
has recently gained her
HGV licence and has a new

role with Serco driving their
refuse trucks. we’d like to
congratulate her on her
achievement and wish her
all the best in her new role.
Thank you for all your work
Jessie, good luck!

DOG BIN UPDATE
As you might recall in Issue
131, we announced that we
had bought new 60L bins to
replace 16 of the current ones
to combat overflowing and
fly-tipping. We are currently
working with our contractors
and caretakers to investigate
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the siting of these as we can no
longer use certain lampposts.
Once we have ascertained
where the bins can go and
purchased any additional
fixtures and fittings that may
be required the works will be
planned in.
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PLANNING UPDATES

The Agora
The demolition works began at the Agora
on the 9th February. These are only internal
works for now, so there will be very little to
see from the outside. WGTC have been in
contact with the developers and the demolition
contractors and plans are progressing for
some sort of ceremony before the external
work begins. We will publicise this when we
have further details.
WGTC are also looking at retaining some of
the street furniture for use in other areas
within the parish and are working with the
contractors on this.
As part of the development there will be eight
new retail units to let, some of which are still
available. Punch Retail are currently managing
this, any interested applicants should contact
Punch Retail via their website or TOWN directly
via guy@wearetown.co.uk

Former MK Rugby Site, Field Lane,
Greenleys
The planning application for this development
was available to view on the MKC Planning
Portal in February. By the time you read this
the window for submitting comments will
have closed, however you can read the latest
about this application on our website and
social media pages. The application is for
a residential development (up to 110 units)
with associated parking and amenity space,
drainage works, landscaping, creation of a new
grass sports pitch and community pavilion. The
planning reference is 21/03740/FUL.
The application was commented on by WGTC
at the Full Council meeting on 22nd February
2022. It was resolved to accept the proposed
officer comments and recommend approval
of the development highlighting the following
concerns:
• The access route via Wainers Croft was a
concern especially for larger vehicles due to
current parking issues
• The Design and Access states that the overall
height of the dwellings will not exceed two
storeys, however, plots 83-88 are three
storey – this needs further clarification and
is of concern as it is potentially overlooking
Wainers Croft

WOLVERTON & GREENLEYS
COMMUNITY YOUTH COUNCIL
We are delighted to announce the launch of
the Wolverton & Greenleys CYC (Community
Youth Council). Wolverton & Greenleys CYC
has been established to provide a voice for
young people at such a level to forge links
and facilitate dialogue between young people
and decision makers. We would like to
enable young people to make improvements
to our communities and work on projects that
can have a positive impact on people’s lives.
You can read our constitution on our website.
Who can join? The CYC is open to all young
people aged between 11-18 years who live in
the parish.
What are the benefits of joining? These are
numerous and include: an excellent personal

development opportunity, meet young people
from your area, work on issues that matter
to you, and to have a part in establishing this
body. You’ll gain experience public speaking,
note taking, project managing and more!
How do I apply? It’s simple, just fill in the
application form by scanning the QR code on
our advert on page 17. Or go to our website
and fill out the application form there.
If you have any more questions on
the Community Youth Council, please
contact Joe Quinn at community@
wolvertonandgreenleystowncouncil.gov.
uk or 01908 326800.

• Further clarity on the proposed S106 funds
that will be made available as a result of the
development
• Requirements that any development
overlooking other properties should have
frosted or opaque windows
We will keep you posted on when the
development looks set to start.

The Square, Wolverton
At the time of writing there was a Delegated
Decision being taken on 15th March for the
asset transfer of The Square from MK Council
to WGTC. To clarify, this would only be The
Square and not the highways (roads and
pavements) which remain the responsibility
of MK Council. Going forward this means
that WGTC will be responsible for its upkeep
including maintenance for the War Memorial
and will have more freedom regarding any
works carried out and events held at
The Square.

UKRAINE
A number of UK charities have launched
appeals to fund humanitarian work in
Ukraine. You can make a donation at:
• The UN: https://crisisrelief.un.org/
ukraine-crisis
• Unicef: https://www.unicef.org.uk/
• The Red Cross: https://donate.
redcross.org.uk/appeal/ukrainecrisis-appeal
The Disasters Emergency Committee
has launched an urgent appeal to help
people fleeing conflict in Ukraine. The UK
Government will match pound-for-pound
up to £20 million donated by the public
to this appeal. You can donate here:
https://donation.dec.org.uk/ukrainehumanitarian-appeal

www.wolvertonandgreenleystowncouncil.gov.uk
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CARETAKERS’
CORNER

THE QUEEN’S GREEN
CANOPY
Dog Rose and Crab Apple.
The trees will need ongoing
maintenance so if you would
like to get involved in this please
contact Joe on 01980 326800
or community@wolvertonand
greenleystowncouncil.gov.uk

in soon so the front gardens
at the Town Hall have been
tidied up.

Ash and Alec have been
enjoying some well-deserved
time off this month, so have
been working doubly hard
to cover for each other.
They have been carrying
out maintenance to the
Town Hall and Hodge Lea
Meeting Place, for example
cutting the hedges and minor
landscaping duties. The new
summer plants will be going

They have also been
helping our Environmental
Enforcement Officer David
locating and reporting issues
of fly-tipping. Our replacement
dog bins need to be sited and
the works planned in, Ash
and Alec having been helping
our contractors ascertain the
most suitable sites. WGTC are
also looking to install some
decorations for the Platinum
Jubilee, so Ash and Alec have
been around town checking
for suitable infrastructure.

Dog Waste Q&A
Who is responsible for the dog waste bins in the parish?
WGTC. We employ a contractor to empty them. Every bin is
emptied once a week, some are emptied twice a week.
The bin is full, what should I do with my waste?
Take your waste home or dispose of it in a general waste bin.
Please do not overfill the bins, this is fly-tipping.
The bin is full/overflowing, should I let you know?
Please do! We can only take action if we know about the issue.
Email office@wolvertonandgreenleystowncouncil.gov.uk with an
image of the bin, location, reference number and the date you
found it in that condition.
Can I put litter in the dog waste bins?
No, please use the general waste bins. Filling dog waste bins with
general waste contributes to overfilling and ends up costing you
more money!
Can I put dog waste in a general waste bin?
Yes- you can! Dog waste can go in your black waste bag that gets
collected weekly or in general waste bins around the parish.

WGTC held two very successful
tree planting mornings in the
middle of January at Western
Road recreation ground. The
first session, held on a very
bright and cold Thursday,
included MK Green Gym and
local volunteers. They planted
just over 100 trees (saplings
at this stage) in record time!
Saturday morning’s volunteers
comprised of individuals and
families who showed great
enthusiasm in planting the rest
of the trees. In total 199 trees
were planted and are made
up of a mix of the following
species: Rowan, Dogwood,
Silver Birch, Grey Willow, Hazel,
Field Maple, Oak, Wild Cherry,

Thank you to all those who
volunteered to plant the trees, to
MK Green Gym, MK Council and
to local resident Paul Duberry
for all his hard work helping to
organise the event alongside
our Community Engagement
and Projects Officer Joe, and
for acting as the ‘go-to’ man
on the ground. A big thank you
to our caretakers Ash and Alec
as well, they have cared for the
trees since they were delivered
in 2020.
This event was part of our
community’s contribution to The
Queen’s Green Canopy initiative
which asks people to ‘Plant a
tree for the Jubilee’. You can
view our planting efforts on The
Queen’s Green Canopy website.

ON ROAD RESIDENTIAL
CHARGING SCHEME
(ORCS)
MK Council Transport Team
has been successful in a grant
funding bid from The Office for
Zero Emission Vehicles (OZEV)
to deliver on street charging
solutions for residents with no
access to charging at home (i.e.
driveway). Background work has
identified 300 locations where
there will be future demand for
the electric vehicle (EV) charging
units. Phase 1 Installation
Programme includes the
following streets in Wolverton:
Eton Crescent (units 2, sockets
4), Furze Way (units 3, sockets
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6), Green Lane (units 5, sockets
10) and Southern Way (units 5,
sockets 10). A Traffic Regulation
Order (TRO) was published in
February, the general effect of
which was to introduce electric
vehicle only parking spaces at
the above locations.
On the 24th February MK
Council commenced with
statutory consultation on the
proposals. The closing date for
the consultation was Thursday
17th March and we wait to hear
regarding next steps.
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QUEEN’S PLATINUM
JUBILEE CELEBRATIONS
WGTC have been working
hard to organise a range of
events across the parish
to celebrate Her Majesty’s
Platinum Jubilee.
Lighting of the Beacon - Thursday
2nd June In partnership with MK
Museum, WGTC will be lighting the
beacon, located in the grounds of MK
Museum, on Thursday 2nd June. Gates
will open at 8pm with food and drink
available from the cafe and the beacon
will be lit at 9.15pm. We have registered
our Council’s involvement officially with
The Queen’s Jubilee Beacons, you can
view this at the The Queen’s Jubilee
Beacons website. The event is free of
charge, please join us.

Street Parties - Jubilee Weekend
Thursday 2nd to 5th June To help
residents in our community host their
own parties, WGTC are offering a grant
of up to £100 to go towards your party.
To apply for this grant, please fill out
the Platinum Jubilee Celebratory Grant
Application Form on our website. If
you have any questions about this
scheme, please contact Joe on 01908
326800 or email him at community@
wolvertonand greenleystowncouncil.
gov.uk
NB. If you are planning a street party,
you will need to apply to Milton
Keynes Council for a “Road Closure”
and complete FORM21. If you have
any questions about this call 01908
254604 to speak to the Milton Keynes
Highways team, or you can email them

street food vendors and the museum’s
cafe will be open and serving food,
alternatively you can bring a picnic.

at TROteam@milton-keynes.gov.uk.
Further information regarding planning
a street party can be found on the MK
Council website. If you are thinking of
hosting a party in a public park then
please note permission is required to
host organised events and activities,
but not for normal uses of the parks
such as family picnics. Please refer
to MK Council’s website for further
details.
Special Needs Platinum Jubilee
Party - Friday 3rd June We are
holding an afternoon party designed
specifically for adults and children in
our parish who have additional and
special needs. This will be held at
Stacey Bushes Meeting Place, Briar
Hill, Stacey Bushes, Milton Keynes,
MK12 6HX from 1pm-4pm on Friday
3rd June. There will be party food and
drink, entertainment, a DJ and a quiet
room. This is a free of charge event
supported by Stacey Bushes Meeting
Place, WGTC and the Wolverton &
Stony Stratford Rotary Club. If you
know of someone that would be
interested in attending, please contact
Paul Fussell on 07858 587184 for
booking information. If you would like
to volunteer during this event, please
get in contact with Paul too.
Platinum Jubilee Celebratory
Party - Saturday 4th June WGTC,
in partnership with MK Museum, is
hosting a royally good Platinum Jubilee
celebratory party for all the family! Held
at MK Museum, there will be music,
arts and crafts, face painting, crazy
golf, a Kings and Queens pageant
and a proms finale. There will be local

The celebrations begin at 1pm and will
take place throughout the afternoon
until 7.30pm. This event is free so do
come down and join in the fun. If you
are interested in performing at this
event or are a street food vendor who
may like to attend, please contact
Joe at community@wolvertonand
greenleystowncouncil.gov.uk or
01908 326800

Older Persons Tea Party - Saturday
4th June WGTC in partnership with Age
UK MK, Wolverton & Stony Stratford
Rotary Club and the Old Bath House
and Community Centre are hosting a
tea party for older persons between
1pm and 4pm at The Old Bath House.
Featuring music by The Fabulous
Miss Jones this promises to be an
excellent afternoon. Tickets are free on
a first come first served basis and are
available from WGTC, telephone 01908
326800 or email office@wolvertonand
greenleystowncouncil.gov.uk
Frederick Smith Court, Hodge
Lea We are delighted to announce
that together with Wolverton &
Stony Stratford Rotary Club we are
supporting Frederick Smith Court to
hold a Jubilee party for residents of
Frederick Smith Court. Jan Oakley the
Court Manager is looking forward to
rolling up her sleeves together with
the residents to prepare the food
themselves and host the best party in
Hodge Lea! Please note this is a closed
event for the residents only.

www.wolvertonandgreenleystowncouncil.gov.uk
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SPORT & EDUCATION TRUST
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WOLVERTON GILBERT AND SULLIVAN SOCIETY IS BACK!

Calling all young people
aged 11 to 18 years!
Wolverton and Greenleys Community
Youth Council is looking for members to
join.

APPLY HERE!

Look out for more details of our June 2022 Concert

“A VARIETY OF GILBERT AND SULLIVAN”
We start rehearsing on Friday 22nd April at 7.30 p.m.
Hobbyhorse Children’s Centre, Stony Stratford
NEW MEMBERS WILL RECEIVE A WARM WELCOME
and free membership for three months
(Our philosophy is one of inclusiveness; we value all
levels into our friendly and social atmosphere)
COME AND JOIN US
You are guaranteed a wonderful time with
like-minded people.
For more information: www.wolvertongands.co.uk
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It’s all systems go here at
the Bath House - lots of lovely
projects and events for us to tell
you about! So much so, there is no
room for our regular group listings.
However, you can find out about
those very groups on our website at
oldbathhouse.org/clubs-and-groups
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Monthly tabletop sales events at
the Old Bath House and Community
Centre, Wolverton.
Local businesses, arts & crafts,
artisan goods and food.

MONTHLY EVE

NTS AT THE

OLD BATH HOU

SE, WOLVER

TON

T
NEXT EVEN

SUNDAY 17TH APRIL

CRAFT FAYRE
11:00AM - 2.30PM

Great taste
, less waste

!

A new pop
-up cafe in
our
newly-deco
rated outd
oor space!

Saturdays,
2.30pm - 4
.00p

at the Old Bath House Community Centre,
205 Stratford Road, Wolverton MK12 5RL
If you would like a stall at these events, contact Angela on
fayres@oldbathhouse.org with more info at www.oldbathhouse.org

m

from 9th A
p

ril 2022

A place to
socialise an
d enjoy
affordable
locally-mad
e food in a
relaxed atm
osphere

See our we

bsite for m

ore details

OLDBATHHOUSEWOLVERTON
OLDBATHHOUSEWOLVERTON
OLDBATHHOUSE

OLDBATHHOUSE.ORG
01908 310574
205 Stratford Rd, Wolverton,
Milton Keynes MK12 5RL

www.wolvertonandgreenleystowncouncil.gov.uk
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THE JOY OF SPRING AT THE
OLD SCHOOL WOLVERTON

Join us as we 'spring' into action this season, take a walk on the wild side, try
something new in the Cafe, or hire our hall or Cafe for your special event. Visit
our website oldschoolwolverton.org, follow us on Facebook @oldschoolwolv or
Instagram @oldschoolwolverton to keep up to date with the latest news.

CAFE NEWS
Over the Easter period, our Cafe team will be taking a short break
during the first week of the holidays, but we will be back for the second
week to bring you some Easter-themed treats.
If you haven't popped down to see us in a while, come and try our
delicious new fairtrade coffee and hot chocolate, supplied by Wooden
Hill based in Bedfordshire. We strive to work with suppliers who
encompass the same values of sustainability that we do. Wooden Hill
offers fairtrade coffee beans, packaged in compostable bags and
delivered in wooden crates to eliminate unnecessary waste.
To celebrate our new supplier, Wooden Hill sent a representative to our
Cafe for some barista training to make sure we are getting the best
from their beans.

WILD WOLVERTON
Our Into Nature programme is making 2022 a year for a Wild Wolverton
with lots of activities and events planned to get us all closer to nature.
Our monthly forest school-style activity sessions for children
continue on the first Saturday of every month, and we're
planning further activities for the whole family in between.
Check out our website at oldschoolwolverton.org/intonature for the latest news.

EVENT HIRE
The Hall, Cafe, and Kitchen are available to hire for your special
occasion, whether it's a children's party, a baby shower, or a
landmark birthday. Options are available for our team to cater for
your event, from a light lunch to our gorgeous Afternoon Tea with
vintage crockery.
Also, if you run a community group, class, or team and are looking
for a regular place to meet we have some availability in our diary
during the week on Wednesdays, Thursdays, and Fridays. Prices
start from £12 per hour. To find out more contact
hallbookings@futurewolverton.org.

www.wolvertonandgreenleystowncouncil.gov.uk
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Parents and carers are responsible for their child’s safety and must remain with their
child throughout the sessions

News from

Welcome Chi!
We are thrilled to welcome Rev’d Chibuzor Okpala to our team,
following his licensing with us by the Bishop of Buckingham on
13th March. Chi completed serving his curacy at St Mary's
Harmondsworth (near Heathrow) in London and lives with his
wife and family in Neath Hill.
Chi is already a valued member of our team - you may have met him as our
human Christingle at Christmas!

Tuesday 12th April

Join us on the farm!

3pm - 4:30pm Easter Tuesday Time @ Urb Farm
Children and families are welcome to join us for some new beginnings and
Easter outdoor adventures down at the farm.

Palm Sunday, 10th April

Easter services

9:30am at St George’s, 11am at Holy Trinity
Morning Worship with dramatised reading of
Christ’s journey to the cross
4pm Taize style service at Holy Trinity

Good Friday, 15th April
Churches Together In Wolverton Walk of Witness
10am Prayers for the Journey at Holy Trinity
11am Short service outside the Bath House
2pm - 3pm The Last Hour prayers and
reflections at Holy Trinity

Easter Sunday, 17th April

We meet the first Thursday of every month
1-2.30pm at Wolverton Library.
Beginners and experts are all welcome.
Bring along your current project and get nattering!

8am BCP Holy Communion at St George’s
9:30am at St George’s, 11am at Holy Trinity
Holy Communion with Easter egg hunt

Details of all services at www.wolvertonbenefice.org
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YOUTH HOMELESSNESS
CHARITY OPENS IN
GREENLEYS

GIRLGUIDING
WOLVERTON
DISTRICT

Wolverton
District

planning to celebrate their
30th birthday coming up in
April, like most units they
are going to get their own
special badge and have a
big party. The Rainbows will
be planting a tree for the
Queen’s green canopy at
Herons Lodge guide centre
this March to celebrate the
Queen’s Jubilee.
guidance of an experienced
Support Worker.

Greenleys is to become
the home of the Milton
Keynes branch of Depaul
UK, the national youth
homelessness charity.
Depaul launched in Milton
Keynes in 2021, and has now
taken up residence in the
Community Centre in Greenleys.
Once fully settled in, they
welcome everyone in the parish
to visit their new premises.
Depaul specialises in helping
16-25 year-olds experiencing,
or at risk of, homelessness.
Depaul’s work in Milton Keynes
will be predominantly focused
on prevention, with the aim to
reach young people before they
enter the cycle of homelessness
- something which could have
a devastating impact on their
physical and mental health and
on their futures.
Commissioned by Milton Keynes
Council, the charity launched
Reconnect MK a family support
and mediation service, in
January 2021. Reconnect offers
young people and their families
a safe space to overcome
conflict and an opportunity to
rebuild relationships, with the

This year, Depaul is launching
a community focused approach
to emergency accommodation,
Nightstop MK. The service places
young people who need a hot
meal and safe place to sleep for
a night in the homes of trained
and vetted volunteer hosts, and
the team are actively looking for
volunteers to get involved!
If you are interested in accessing
Depaul UK’s services or learning
about volunteering opportunities,
please contact the team directly.
The office will be open 9am–
5pm weekdays, or you can call
the team on 0330 555 0180.
Depaul UK, 2 Ardwell Lane,
Greenleys, Milton Keynes,
MK12 6AU
Phone number: 0330 555 0180
Reconnect MK email: reconnect.
mk@depaulcharity.org.uk
Nightstop MK email: nightstop.
mk@depaulcharity.org.uk
www.depaul.org.uk/
nightstop/nightstop-miltonkeynes
www.depaul.org.uk/get-helpin-milton-keynes
Facebook: @
DepaulMiltonKeynes

Wolverton Girlguiding
is well into the
spring term, and
all units have been
celebrating World
Thinking Day which
this year was
22/02/2022! We all
thought about the
members of the
World Association of
Girlguiding and Girl
Scouts from across
the world and did
lots of international
activities.
Wolverton Rainbows had
lots of fun on Chinese new
year, they even borrowed a
dragon (made by Brownies)
to do a dragon dance for
the parents. They are now

Wolverton Brownies have
been working really hard
throught the Brownie
programme to help the
members achieve their
theme awards. The unit also
have some trips out planned
with other units including
Wolverton Rainbows and
Stony Stratford Guides.
Have you ever thought
about volunteering with us?
It isn’t just about campfires
and helping girls to get
their next badge - although
those are special moments
that we all share. It’s about
empowering girls and giving
them new experiences.
It’s being a role model and
helping girls to realise their
full potential. It’s sharing
and developing your skills
like event planning, time
management, leadership
skills and budgeting. If you
are interested, please follow
the link: www.girlguiding.
org.uk/get-involved/
become-a-volunteer/
If you are interested in
registering your daughter
for either Guides (ages
10 to 14), Brownies (ages
7 to 10), or Rainbows
(ages 5 to 7) please visit
www.girlguiding.org.uk/
information-for-parents/
register-your-daughter/

www.wolvertonandgreenleystowncouncil.gov.uk
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We can help you live independently

Bushfield School and Wyvern School Need You!
An opportunity has arisen to join our Governing Board, this offers you the chance
to make a difference to the schools within your community.
If you have a keen interest in our schools, the welfare of children, enjoy sharing your
opinion, listening to others and want to make a difference – then it’s you we need!
Your commitment:
As a Governor you would attend around six evening meetings per year.
You would visit the schools formally and informally at least once per year, be
committed to attend training courses and take part in monitoring in at least one
area within the schools.
You will be part of a dynamic team who are comfortable challenging constructively
and involved in strategic decision making.
You do not need to have any experience, just an enthusiasm to take part and help schools.
If this sounds like something you would like to be a part of and you feel you have
something extra to bring to the team, then we really want to hear from you!

If you are over 55 and live in Milton Keynes we can
provide the support you need at home: housework,
gardening, shopping, deep cleans, handyperson, toenailcutting service at home, relief care sitting-service for
carers. We charge from £18.50 per hour.
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

For more information:-

Call us on 01908 557874
Or email us at ILT@ageukmiltonkeynes.org.uk
www.ageukmiltonkeynes.org.uk
Registered charity 1079773

Event First Aid Cover
Our first aid services are relied upon at thousands of events every year, from major
sporting fixtures to local fairs.
� Our first aid services are relied upon at thousands of events every year, from
major sporting fixtures to local fairs.
� We have experience in successfully delivering first aid, ambulance, and medical
cover at events across the country.
� Our dedicated teams in logistics, event management, and first aid work closely
together to deliver first-class care. Our medical plans are industry leading and
adhere to nationally agreed procedures.
� Whether it’s a multiple-sited large event over several days or a small local
community event, we can help support your event.

Where: https://www.sja.org.uk/what-we-do/our-firstaid-services/event-first-aid-cover/
Contact: South-events@sja.org.uk

© St John Ambulance 2019 I 27 St John’s Lane, London EC1M 4BU Registered charity no. 1077265/1

A1 fundraising event poster.indd 2

20/05/2019 17:10:27
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Ready to apply or have a query?
Then call or email us so we can discuss this opportunity with you further at
office@bushfieldschool.org or 01908 314876.
Kind regards,
Mr S Springett-McHugh & Mr S Weston

24

THINKING CAPS
ON! IT’S THE INNER
WHEEL QUIZ NIGHT

WESTERN FRONT
ASSOCIATION
- MK BRANCH
The Milton Keynes branch of
The Western Front Association
hold their monthly meetings
at The Wolverton Working
Men’s Social Club at 49-50 Stratford Road,
Wolverton, MK12 5LS.
WFA members and members of the public are always
very welcome. Meetings are usually the third Friday of the
month, 7:30pm – 9:30pm. A donation covers costs and
entry to a raffle and refreshments are available at the bar.
Our next two events are:

At last
we were
able to
hold our
very popular annual
fundraising quiz.
Covid put us out of
action for a couple
of years and many
of our activities were
curtailed, but we are
now back in action
and ready for
some fun.
The tickets sold like hot
cakes, but just to keep
everyone safe we opted

to have fewer teams this
year and a bit more space
around everyone. The quiz
master was on top form and
everyone had a great time.
We were delighted to be able
to raise much needed funds
for MK MIND, our president’s
chosen charity for this year.
She chose MK MIND as so
many people have suffered
with mental health problems
during the pandemic, and
with extra people to support,
they are in need of all the
financial help they can get.
If you would be interested in
joining our Inner Wheel Club,
or would like to find out more
about us, please email us on
iwwolverton@gmail.com

Debt Recovery
Family Law
Immigration Law
Landlord & Tenant
Litigation
No Win No Fee Personal Injury Claim
Swearing Documents
01908 226999
info@greenlawsolicitors.com
www.greenlawsolicitors.com
109 Church Street, Wolverton, Milton Keynes, MK12 5LD
Green Law Solicitors is a limited company registered in England and Wales under Companies House registration number
10222266. The registered office is 109 Church Street, Wolverton, Milton Keynes, MK12 5LD. VAT Reg: 251321840. The firm is
authorised and regulated by the Solicitors Regulation Authority under No. 654537

April 22nd - ‘The
Cost of War’ with
Roy Larkin The great
war of 1914-1918
put the national debt
to £7,435,000 which
took 100 years to pay
off. This talk explores
where the money
went by examining,
amongst other things,
mechanical transport, and the incredible variety of ways the
Government and War Office found to spend huge amounts
of money.
May 20th - ‘The Letters
of Albert French’ with
Roger Kitchen Albert
French, a New Bradwell
lad, was only sixteen
when he lied about
his age and went off
to fight in the Great
War. Within the year
he was dead, killed
by machine gun fire in
the front line in Belgium. But in that brief period of service
there was a stream of correspondence between him and
his family. Amazingly, a bundle of these letters survived, to
be discovered by Roger Kitchen, of Living Archive MK, in
the 1970s. Roger will describe how he found them, reveal
the contents, and show how the story of Albert French has
since been brought to life. A very relevant and important
lecture, not to be missed.
For further details, please visit westernfrontassociation.
com and search ‘MK’ in ‘Branches’.

www.wolvertonandgreenleystowncouncil.gov.uk
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ACU
PUNC
TURE

MONDAY

WEDNESDAY

Getting to the point.

Beechey Room
(Entrance at rear)
York House
London Road
Stony Stratford
MK111LQ

Scout Hall,
Furze Way
Wolverton
MK3 SAQ

Treatments provided; Traditional acupuncture,
fire cupping, gua sha, and moxibustion.

4.00pm, 5.30pm & 7.00pm

3.30pm, 5.15pm & 7.00pm

For more information

Jane 07886 808205
Slimming World
O '# @ Milton Keynes with Jane

A growing body of clinical research is providing evidence
of benef its f or a wide range of common health conditions.
Many people have acupuncture to relieve specif ic aches
and pains, or for common health problems. Other people
choose acupuncture when they can feel their bodily
functions are out of balance but have no obvious western
medical diagnosis leading to western medical treatment.
Many also have regular treatments simply because it is
relaxing - a bit like servicing your car!

www.asprayhouseclinic.com
mk.acupuncturist@gmail.com
touching hearts, changing lives
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News from
Greenleys First School
Where Children Come First
F.R.O.G.S Friends of Greenleys First School

As a school we have decided to restart our Friends of Greenleys First School association.
This group will help to raise funds for the children at the school and the proceeds will be
used to provide those little extras that make a real difference to children’s experiences of
school.
In the past, activities such as school discos and sponsored events have been organised by
this group and the ‘school fund’ has been used to pay for things such as subsidising school
trips, playtime resources and visitors to the school such as ‘The Bird Man’.

Extra Curriculum Sports and Activities at Greenleys First School

We feel that extra curriculum sports and activities are very important to the wellbeing and
development for all our children. The school ensures that throughout the year specialist
sports teachers visit the school and give children the opportunity to take part in after
school club sports. This term the children are participating in Ballet, Football, Gymnastics,
Lego Club, Singing and Music.

In addition, next term, Year 1 will have a block of 10 swimming lessons at Wolverton
leisure centre. Some children will never have been swimming before, and it is wonderful to
see them grow in confidence in the water.

World Book Day & Red Nose Day

At the time of writing Greenleys First School is very much looking forward to World Book
Day and Red Nose Day. All children will be invited to come into school dressed as a
character from their favourite book for World Book Day. On Red Nose Day, we will invite
all children to come to school in non-school uniform with a theme of Superheroes for a
£1.00 donation to this wonderful charity which helps so many children. We look forward to
sharing the photos with you all in the next WGTC Community Magazine.
Our school website address is www.greenleysfirstschool.org.uk. Please take a look!

www.wolvertonandgreenleystowncouncil.gov.uk
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WOLVERTON TOWN CRICKET CLUB FIXTURES
Saturday 1st XI Cherwell Div 3A

Saturday 3rd XI

Date

Opposition

Home/away

Start

Date

Opposition

Home/away

Start

23/4/22

North Crawley 1

Home

TBC

16/4/22

Aveley

Home

TBC

30/4/22

Lutonian 1

Away

TBC

30/4/22

Shenley Church End

Away

13:30

7/5/22

Leighton Buzzard 1

Home

12:30

7/5/22

Eggington Foresters 2

Home

13:30

14/5/22

Oxenford 1

Away

12:30

14/5/22

New City 2

Home

13:30

21/5/22

Gt Brickhill 2

Home

12:30

21/5/22

Westcroft 3

Home

13:30

28/5/22

Horspath 3

Away

12:30

28/5/22

Grumpy Monks

Away

13:30

4/6/22

Bletchley 1

Home

12:30

11/6/22

Eaton Bray 2

Away

13:30

11/6/22

Westcott 1

Home

12:30

18/6/22

Panthers

Home

13:30

Saturday 2nd XI Cherwell Div 5A

Sunday 1st XI Beds League Div 6

23/4/22

North Crawley 2

Away

TBC

24/4/22

Ammanford (Wales)

Home

TBC

7/5/22

Leighton Buzzard 2

Away

12:30

30/4/22

New Bradwell 2

Home

TBC

14/5/22

Marsh Gibbon 1

Home

12:30

1/5/22

Biggleswade 2

Home

13.30

21/5/22

Buckingham 3

Away

12:30

8/5/22

Flitwick 3

Home

13:30

28/5/22

Long Marston 2

Home

12:30

22/5/22

Stony Stratford

Away

13.30

4/6/22

Westbury 2

Away

12:30

29/5/22

Flitwick 3

Home

13:30

11/6/22

Thame 3

Away

12:30

12/6/22

Aspley Guise

Home

13:30

18/6/22

Dinton 2

Home

12:30

19/6/22

Ampthill 2

Home

13:30

Fixtures correct at time of print. Additional fixtures in July, August and September. Check wolverton.play-cricket.com for details

THE WOLVERTON TOWN BAND
Recruiting Trombone Players
Openings for Trombone
players—any level.
We meet Monday evening
at St George’s Church at 7.
Come join the fun.
We have a Bass
‘bone for you to
play if you like.

We’re ready to be a part of YOUR 2022!!
Contact us to arrange a safe booking now.

Tel: 07405 362331
E-mail: engagements@wolvertontownband.org.uk
Web: www.wolvertontownband.org.uk
Facebook: /groups/wolvertontownband

WOLVERTON & GREENLEYS COMMUNITY MAGAZINE APR/MAY 2022 ISSUE 133

28

WOLVERTON
TENNIS CLUB
Winter is coming to an end and
spring is almost upon us. It’s
time to start getting outside!
Your local Wolverton Tennis
Club is now taking on members
for 2022/23, and we have a
range of events, coaching
sessions, private lessons and
tournaments for all ages and
levels. Membership of the Tennis
Club gives you access to the
Sports Club too, which has a
fully licensed bar at club prices
and BT and Sky Sport.
We will be starting our annual 12
weeks of free coaching to junior
members in the spring. You’ll
find more information on our
website.
For adults, we have our “rusty
racquets” group sessions on
Saturdays for beginners and
improvers, plus we offer private
lessons with our coach Jason,
who teaches adults and juniors
at very competitive prices.
For intermediate level players,

we have a range of members’
club sessions during the week
and weekend, and fun social
tournaments throughout the
year.
New this year, we will be
starting a “Pay & Play” initiative,
where courts can be hired by
non-members. We’ll have more
information on our website and
our Facebook page soon.
Keep an eye on events that are
being planned throughout 2022.
Barbecues, meals and quiz
nights are all to come.
Still thinking about it? Want more
advice or help? For coaching
from beginners to advanced
players, contact our coach Jason
Fairhurst on 07957 241134.
Or for more information about
the club, such as membership
fees or how to join, please visit
our website at http://www.
wolvertontennisclub.co.uk or
call Pete on 07740 004548.

WOLVERTON TOWN
BOWLS CLUB
trimmed to its “playing” condition
with a pattern of diagonal stripes.

Only a few weeks to go now until
the start of our outdoor season,
and as of now we are at the stage
of finalising our preparations.
As ever, the bowling green has
received a lot attention in order for
it to be in the best condition, and
this year extra attention has been
paid to the perimeter of the green.
This area receives a lot of “wear
and tear” during the season, as
this is the area where bowlers
congregate while they await their
turn to bowl.

Elsewhere, final arrangements for
the season start have been made,
our fixture list has been published
and now we await a spell of
warm weather for the start of the
season.
Early in the season we will have
our Open Day when we invite
anyone interested in playing or
trying bowls along to have a go,
and in addition we will re-issue
our standing invitation to anybody
interested to come along and try
bowls on any weekday evening
when members will be present
to provide a welcome and give
assistance.
If you would like further
information about the bowls
club and its activities, please
contact Bruce Goldsmith
on 01908 310514, email
bowlsclubwolvertontown@
gmail.com or find us on
Facebook @wolverton.town.3

Turf in an area about one metre
wide all around the green has
been lifted and soil added to the
underlying area to re-level the
edges, with the turf then re-laid.
As April progresses the green will
receive its final “manicure” the
grass will be cut shorter as it is

WOLVERTON PARK BOWLS CLUB

We are so excited the new bowling
season is nearly here and with a
bit of luck it will be as it used to
be. Playing friendlies against other
clubs, in house competitions, gala
days and the most important, our
open days on the 8th and 14th of
May. These are the days when
we invite you to come and give
the wonderful game of lawn

green bowls a go. All ages can
play and we have equipment
suitable for anyone to have a
go. Refreshments are provided
and members will be on hand to
show you the ropes. It is a gentle
sport, great for your physical and
mental wellbeing. If you are of a
competitive nature there is always
the opportunity to test your skills
at local, county and national level.
Wolverton Park has always been
known as a sociable club, we
have great facilities and a really
friendly bunch of members and
coaches. We are the oldest bowls
club in Buckinghamshire, founded
in 1889, although our clubhouse
and green are not the original, the

ideals the club was founded on are
still those we hold today.
We have a superb green team who
try to keep our seven rinks in tip
top condition despite a constant
fight against crows (if you have
any suggestions on that score,
please feel free to share).
You may not know exactly where
we are situated as we are tucked
away behind Millmead Hall, just
down from Wolverton railway
station. We’ve marked the location
on the map with an arrow.
Come and give it a go. There
is nothing nicer than a warm
summer’s afternoon and evening

spent playing a gentle game of
bowls and enjoying a drink from
the bar with friends after a roll up.

If interested please contact the
Chairman Bob Egan on 01908
227105 or the Secretary Celia
Palmer on 07880 681480.

www.wolvertonandgreenleystowncouncil.gov.uk
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Environmental
Enforcement Officer
Contact David about the following:
Dog fouling issues
Litter
Fly-tipping
DAVID BARNES
Abandoned vehicles

07909 520793
dlenvironmental168@gmail.com

Twinning Trip
Friday 25th-Sunday 27th November
Ploegsteert, Belgium
If you are interested in attending or
would like to join the Working Group,
please contact Joe, the Community
Engagement and Projects Officer on
01908 326800.

WHAT’S COMING UP
IN THE NEXT ISSUE?
In the next issue of the Wolverton and Greenleys Community
Magazine we will have an update on the work of WGTC, including the
Town Council Forward Plan and full details of our Platinum Jubilee
celebrations. There will also be news from local schools, clubs,
associations and the community.

ARE YOU A LOCAL
BUSINESS OWNER?
WGTC want to reach out to local businesses and
support the introduction of a new business
association where businesses can network
effectively with one another and have easy access to
vital business services including advice, financial
expertise and support.
INTERESTED? CONTACT JOE
FOR FURTHER DETAILS.
01908 326800
community@wolvertonandgreenleystowncouncil.gov.uk

The deadline for submissions and adverts for Issue 134
is Thursday 5th May.

COUNCIL MEETINGS
FOR YOUR DIARY
Full Council Meetings

Annual Town Council
Meeting

Tuesday 26th April 7:30pm
Tuesday 17th May 7:00pm		
Hodge Lea Meeting Place

Tuesday 17th May 6:00pm
Hodge Lea Meeting Place

Planning Committee

Annual Town Meeting

Tuesday 5th April 7:30pm
Tuesday 3rd May 7:30pm		
Hodge Lea Meeting Place
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Tuesday 24th May 6:00pm
Hodge Lea Meeting Place
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CONTACT US
WOLVERTON & GREENLEYS TOWN COUNCIL

TOWN COUNCIL STAFF

Serving the communities of Wolverton, Greenleys, Old Wolverton,
Wolverton Mill, Stonebridge, Hodge Lea and Stacey Bushes.

Andrea Vincent TOWN CLERK
Mandy Shipp ASSISTANT CLERK
Nilo Thrikawala FINANCE OFFICER

Office Town Hall, Creed
Street, Wolverton, MK12 5LY

Email office@wolvertonandgreenleys
towncouncil.gov.uk

Joe Quinn COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT
AND PROJECTS OFFICER (CEPO)

Tuesday to Thursday
9:30am to 3:30pm

Web wolvertonandgreenleystown
council.gov.uk
 @WandGTC
 Wolverton & Greenleys Town Council
 wolvertonandgreenleys
 wolvertongreenleystowncouncil

Hannah Robinson COMMUNICATIONS
ADMINISTRATOR

Phone 01908 326800

Ash Randall AREA CARETAKER
Alec Brindle ASSISTANT AREA CARETAKER
ENVIRONMENTAL ENFORCEMENT OFFICER
David Barnes on 07909 520793

YOUR TOWN COUNCILLORS
GREENLEYS WARD

WOLVERTON EAST WARD

MKC WARD COUNCILLORS

David Robertson
d.robertson@wolvertonandgreenleys
towncouncil.gov.uk

Adrian Moss (Mayor and Chair)
07905 319140
a.moss@wolvertonandgreenleys
towncouncil.gov.uk

Wolverton Ward:

Victoria Bamisile
v.bamisile@wolvertonandgreenleys
towncouncil.gov.uk

Peter Marland
07769 365316
peter.marland@milton-keynes.gov.uk

Naseem Khan
07811 268236
n.khan@wolvertonandgreenleys
towncouncil.gov.uk

Robert Middleton
07849 725830
robert.middleton@milton-keynes.gov.uk

Fazia Khatoon
f.khatoon@wolvertonandgreenleys
towncouncil.gov.uk

Stacey Bushes and Hodge Lea Ward:

WOLVERTON WEST WARD

Robin Bradburn
07742 164318
robin.bradburn@milton-keynes.gov.uk

Karen Faulkes
k.faulkes@wolvertonandgreenleys
towncouncil.gov.uk
Ayo Aiyeola
07872 444123
a.aiyeola@wolvertonandgreenleys
towncouncil.gov.uk
HODGE LEA WARD
Olugbade Orimogunje
o.orimogunje@wolvertonandgreenleys
towncouncil.gov.uk
Samera Riaz (Vice-Chair)
s.riaz@wolvertonangreenleys
towncouncil.gov.uk
STACEY BUSHES WARD
Ansar Hussain
07742 637638
a.hussain@wolvertonandgreenleys
towncouncil.gov.uk
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Hilary Saunders
01908 319271
h.saunders@wolvertonandgreenleys
towncouncil.gov.uk
Shaaron Forbes
s.forbes@wolvertonandgreenleys
towncouncil.gov.uk

Ansar Hussain
07742 637638
ansar.hussain@milton-keynes.gov.uk

Marie Bradburn
01908 234120
marie.bradburn@milton-keynes.gov.uk

Robert Exon
01908 220321
robert.exon@milton-keynes.gov.uk

Jacqui Rollason
j.rollason@wolvertonandgreenleys
towncouncil.gov.uk
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WGTC do NOT endorse any of the businesses advertised or any views expressed in the featured articles.

www.wolvertonandgreenleystowncouncil.gov.uk

WOLVERTON & GREENLEYS TOWN COUNCIL
IN PARTNERSHIP WITH MK MUSEUM
PRESENT A

PLATINUM JUBILEE
CELEBRATORY PARTY
SATURDAY 4TH JUNE, 2022
1:00PM-7:30PM
MILTON KEYNES MUSEUM
FREE ENTRY

Join us for a royally good afternoon suitable for
the whole family. With music, arts and crafts,
crazy golf, a kings and queens pageant, proms
finale and more, there's something for everyone
to enjoy!
Don't forget to bring a rug and picnic or purchase
food and drink from the museum's cafe or local
street food vendors.

