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THURSDAYS 5.30PM - 6.30PM
OPEN TO 7-10 YEARS

BOOKING REQUIRED

 
GREENLEYS COMMUNITY CENTRE

ARDWELL LANE, GREENLEYS, MK12 6AU 

FOR MORE INFORMATION CALL JOE ON
01908 326800 OR SCAN THE QR CODE TO FILL

IN A REGISTRATION FORM

FREE BOXING SESSIONSFREE BOXING SESSIONS

STARTS 9THSTARTS 9TH
FEBRUARYFEBRUARY

This work has been supported by funding from Sport England and Leap 



Welcome to the 
February/March 
edition of the 
Wolverton and 
Greenleys Community 
Magazine. 

The last two months of 
2022 were very busy. 
From the Christmas Lights 
Switch On (in which I 
was accompanied by the 
Mayor’s Cadet, Abi) to the 
Twinning Trip, Civic Carol 
Service (where Abi gave a 
reading), Wolverton Lantern 
Festival and Wolverton 
Winter Fayre, there was lots 
on for everyone to enjoy. 
It’s always great to see the 
Christmas events as they 
brighten up the town in 
these dark evenings and 
last year was particularly 
special as it was the first 
time for over two years 
that people have been able 
to congregate and enjoy 
activities as a group. You 
can read more about these 
events on pages 15 and 24.

It’s always a good part 
of the role of Mayor to 
support local shops and 
organisations; in the last 
two months I’ve drawn the 
raffle for Prime Pet Supplies, 
sent Santa (Wolverton and 
Stony Stratford Rotary) 
on his way and assisted 
with the awards at MK All 
Stars’ football tournament 
presentation. Finally 
(and just in time for this 
magazine) I welcomed 
“Hello Gorgeous” (that’s  
the name of the 
hairdressers, not a 
description!) as they take 
over a previously vacant 
premises on The Square.

The date of the next 
Community Police Forum 
is Tuesday 7th February at 
18:30 at King’s Community 
Centre in Wolverton. 
Members of Thames Valley 
Police will be present so 
this is a great opportunity 
to raise any concerns 
about policing and crime 
you might have with them. 
All are welcome to attend 
(disability accessible) 
and I highly encourage 
you to be there.

At the meeting of Full 
Council in November the 
Council co-opted two new 
councillors, Cllr Campbell 
and Cllr Smith for Wolverton 
East ward and Greenleys 
ward respectively. You 
can read about your 
new councillors on page 
22. There are still two 
vacancies, another in 
the Greenleys ward and 
one in the Stacey Bushes 
ward, please get in touch 
if this role interests you. 

The precept and budget 
for next year was also 
agreed in this meeting of 
Full Council, if you would 
like to know more about 
this please do read the 
information on page 17.

Milton Keynes City Council 
have given WGTC funding 
to support residents in our 
parish during the cost-
of-living crisis. Using this 
funding, we are pleased to 
announce that WGTC are 
running a Community Warm 
Hub in Hodge Lea Meeting 
Place and are supporting 
other hubs in Greenleys 
Community Centre (working 
with Depaul MK) and the Old 
Bath House and Millmead 

Hall in Wolverton. The hubs 
are free and everyone is 
welcome to attend; you can 
find out more on page 16.

The Office has also been 
working hard to arrange 
another youth group for 
children and I’m pleased 
to say that we are working 
with Boxing Clever MK to 
start a free boxing club 
for children aged 7-10 
years living in our parish. 
There’s more information 
on this club on page 17.

Following the closure late 
last year of Wolverton 
Community Farmers’ 
Market, WGTC have been 
in talks with residents and 
local stakeholders about 
bringing a market back to 
The Square in Wolverton. 
This would provide residents 
and businesses with the 
opportunity to sell and 
shop local, supporting our 
community. The market is 
very much in the beginning 
stages, but we would 
like to hear from anyone 
who would be interested 
in having a stall. For 
further information and 
to register your interest, 
please contact the Office.
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WINTER AT WOLVERTON  
COMMUNITY ORCHARD BY ANDREA D WOOLHEAD

The weather over the last 
couple of months has kept 
many of us indoors. Bucking 
the trend, the hardy volunteers 
braved all the elements for 
the Tuesday sessions in 
the Community Orchard – 
except for one. That was in 
December when there was 
snow on the ground and the 
temperatures stubbornly 
stuck below zero throughout 

the day. Any chance of a hot 
drink that week was but a 
distant dream.

However, there is always 
work to be done whatever 
the weather and, as you will 
see, the orchard is looking 
neat and sprightly. We will 
not know until the winter is 
truly over how much weather 
damage the plants and 

trees have suffered from the 
unusually low temperatures. 
We will expect to see wilted 
and blackened leaves at the 
very least.

Most plants and trees are 
hardy enough and with a 
little good fortune I am sure 
that they will rebound as the 
new shoots of spring bring 
life back into them. This 
is something that many of 
you will notice in your own 
gardens too - don’t despair, 
nature takes care of itself.

There has also been extensive 
work on the orchard railway 
carriage over the last year. It 
has been weather-proofed 
and will be open for serving 
teas and cakes at our spring 

event that we are currently 
planning, as well as the 
annual Summer and Autumn 
Celebrations that so many 
of you attend. Watch out 
for posters and Facebook 
announcements for further 
details!

These are not the only 
reasons to get involved. The 
Community Orchard is a 
community area and everyone 
is welcome to enjoy the space 
while respecting the peace 
of the area. Make this a New 
Year’s Resolution – pop along 
on a Tuesday from 10am and 
lend a hand. We’ll be glad to 
welcome you.

Happy New Year.

We are too few in number to 
keep up with the gardening 
required in all our planters 
across the parish. We need 
more people to help!

If you don’t know much about 
gardening, you can learn with us. 
If you can see yourself what needs 
doing, you can choose to look after 
a small area near where you live 
and just get on with it on your own, 
whenever you feel like it. To work 
alongside us, we are very flexible  
 

as to the times and days we go out, 
but we do not go out if it is wet! 
We are fair weather gardeners!

Please phone the Town Council 
Office on 01908 326800 with your 
contact details and we can meet 
you for a chat.

IS YOUR GARDEN TOO  
SMALL TO KEEP YOU BUSY? 
Get a bigger garden simply by joining the In Bloom volunteers!
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DW Roberts Opticians, 17 Radcliffe Street, The Square, Wolverton, MK12 5DQ

01908 313338 wolverton@dwroberts.co.ukwww.dwroberts.co.uk

Is YOUR child short-sighted?
Shortsightedness (Myopia) is becoming increasingly common due to 
children spending more time on close work, reading and using device 
screens, and less time outdoors.

Early onset Myopia can continue to progress until your child stops 
growing, and potentially means stronger, thicker lenses and higher risk 
of sight problems as an adult.

If you have myopia, your child is likely to develop it too.

• Specialist glasses
• Specialist contact lenses
• Ortho-K bespoke overnight contact lenses

To find out more about the available Myopia Management treatments
visit www.dwroberts.co.uk or call us on the number below:

The good news is - the progression of myopia can 
be slowed down using specialist treatments:

REASONS 
to  love  your local independent optician ...

Price match guarantee
12 months FREE aftercare
Unrushed, relaxed eye examinations
Great quality products giving value for money
Friendly, professional staff who know their stuff
Extensive choice of frames & high quality lenses
Sunglasses, sports eyewear, contact lenses & safety specs

Specialist Services





















SchoolVision Assessments  Dry Eye Clinics 
Myopia Management  Ortho-K 
Retinal Photography
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A roar of laughter 
greeted Santa’s special 
helper at this year’s 
Coffee Club Christmas 
Party who turned out 
to be none other than 
President Donald Trump. 

No, it wasn’t fake news that he 
had come all that way from the 
USA to give out gifts and chat 
with the members. A rendition 
of The Star-Spangled Banner 

greeted the ex-President 
and he was lucky enough 
to win a prize in raffle.

Membership of the club is 
increasing and with such 
outstanding guests it is hoped 
that future events will bring as 
much fun. If you would like to 
join us, we meet on Thursday 
mornings 10am-11.30am 
upstairs in Foundation House  
on The Square, Wolverton.  
All are welcome. 

SPECIAL GUEST 
WASN’T FAKE NEWS!

We continue to get 
to know our future 
neighbourhood, 
taking part in the 
Climate Café at the 
Old Bath House and 
helping to distribute 
the wonderful 
Express community 
newspaper at the 
Lantern Festival 
in December. We 
are very much 
looking forward to 
engaging with the 
CID (Community 
Improvement 
District) activities 
this year. 

Still Green’s block of 
29 apartments for over-
50s at Love Wolverton 
will include one fully 
accessible apartment 
designed for a wheelchair-
user. With help from our 
development partner, 
TOWN, and colleagues 
who know what it is 
like to use a wheelchair 
(‘lived experience’), we 

have produced a detailed 
leaflet to advertise this 
opportunity to enjoy living 
in a cohousing project. 
To find out more, head to 
the Still Green website at 
www.stillgreenweb.org 
and click ‘Join Us’.

Still Green holds regular 
open meetings when we 
welcome anyone who 
wants to know more about 
us. Our next Open Meeting 
is on Saturday 18th March. 
If you are interested in 
attending, please email  
us at stillgreenweb@
gmail.com

Find out more on our 
website, email us or find 
us on Facebook  
@StillGreenMK and 
Twitter @StillGreen5

Living in Still Green 
offers the privacy of your 
own apartment but also 
the benefits of good 
neighbours, being able 
to join with others in 
activities, and helping to 
run the community.

STILL GREEN’S 
SPRING UPDATE 

If you are a registered patient at 
the Stony Medical Centre (SMC), 
you may have heard of the 
Patient Participation Group (PPG). 
The principal aim of the PPG is to 
facilitate good relations between 
the SMC and its patients through 
working collaboratively and 
positively with the practice 
staff, communicating patient 
experience, interests and 
concerns and providing feedback 
to the practice on current 
procedures and proposed new 
developments. It also acts as a 
sounding board for practice staff 
on issues affecting patients. 
Our mutual goal is to protect, 
maintain and where possible 

improve and enhance services 
and facilities, thereby achieving 
the best possible experience for 
patients and staff alike.

The PPG has been established 
for a number of years and we 
currently have a few vacancies 
for new members. Our remit 
is to represent all registered 
patients across the age range 
and geographical area that 
SMC serves, so if this sounds 
interesting and you want to  
know more then please contact 
the surgery on 01908 260382 
and a member of the PPG will  
get in touch.

STONY MEDICAL 
CENTRE PATIENT 
PARTICIPATION GROUP
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Award Winning Will 
Writing & Estate 
Planning Specialists

i-Centre, Howard Way, Newport 
Pagnell, Milton Keynes, MK16 9PY

Trustpilot
Rated Excellent on

Single Will

£110
(Instead of £150)

Mirror Will

£150
(Instead of £250)

BOOK TODAY!
01908 983616
contact@futurewills.co.uk

T&C’s -  Voucher is valid Mon - Friday between 8:30am - 5pm. There 
is an additional fee of £30 if you require a later appointment. This 
voucher entitles one appointment with a consultant. All our prices 

are subject to +VAT.
Pease note a Single Will or Mirror Will does not cover the right to 
reside trust, protective property trust or discretionary trusts. This 
voucher is for new clients only and cannot be used alongside any 

other promotions.

ENQUIRE TODAY!

VOUCHER

FREE

OFFER

Complimentary Voucher
for New Clients

 www.futurewills.co.uk/bookappointment TrustpilotExcellent

LEARN ABOUT
Wills & Trusts Powers of Attorney Care Fees Advice

Inheritance Tax Planning Probate & Administration

Types of appointments available:

Telephone Video Call Office Home



Electra’s second year 
of cruising has been 
a busy one, carrying 
over 2,500 guests on 
264 cruises, which is 
double the number 
compared to our  
first year. 

Along with her 45 active 
volunteers and helpers, 
she is now taking a well-
earned Christmas break, 
except for maintenance, 
recruiting, training, marketing 
and planning for 2023!

We have vacancies for 
volunteer Cabin Hosts, to 
greet our guests, look after 
them in the saloon, and 
serve a range of food and 
drinks. It’s a great way to 
meet people and enjoy being 
out and about on the canal. 
If you know someone who 
might like to do this, they  
can get in touch through  
the website at: 

www.bmkwaterway.org/
electra/volunteering

Our website also gives 
details about other ways 
to help with other aspects 
of running the boat, from 
social media to bookings 
to fundraising, on a short 
or long-term basis. It’s a 
great new project for Milton 
Keynes to be involved in, 
and new volunteers are 
always very welcome.

Looking ahead Electra will 
start cruising again from 
May 2023, with a wide 
range of public cruises, 
and regular charter slots 
on Thursday and Saturday 
mornings, afternoons, and 
summer evenings. If you’d 
like to plan a charter for a 
special occasion in 2023, 
email us at bookings.
electra@bmkwaterway.
org and we will “Hold the 
Date”, confirming details 
in February, once our new 
booking system is in place.

COMMUNITY 
BOAT ‘ELECTRA’ 
WILL BE 
CRUISING 
AGAIN SOON!

Gill Prince Photography
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YOU AND YOUR DOG 
- UNDERSTANDING 
YOUR LEGAL 
RESPONSIBILITIES 
BY DEBBIE GREAVES

As responsible dog owners, we 
all need to think about ways to 
keep ourselves and our dogs 
safe, so I am happy to share a 
few of my top tips, starting with 
your legal responsibilities.  
 
Understanding Your Legal 
Responsibilities It is a criminal 
offence for the owner of a dog 
to allow it to be ‘dangerously 
out of control’. This obviously 
includes harm, but also 
incidents where someone has 
reasonable grounds for thinking 
that a dog may hurt or injure 
them, for example chasing, 
barking or jumping up at an 
adult or child. We love our pets 
but not everyone shares our 
enthusiasm for over-excited 
dogs jumping up to say hello. 

Walking in Public Spaces 
While it is great to allow your 
dog to roam freely, there are 
times when it is essential 
they are kept on a lead. This 
includes walking on land 
where livestock is present, 
in designated pedestrian 
zones and play parks. This 
is pertinent for people living 
in our wonderful green city 
where much of the managed 
parkland houses livestock. 

It is a legal requirement to 
keep your dog on a lead 
around farm animals on ‘open 
access’ land. A farmer may 
shoot a dog which is attacking 
or chasing farm animals. 

Identification The Control of 
Dogs Order 1992 requires that 
in a public place a dog must 

wear a collar with a pet tag 
bearing a name and address 
(including postcode) of the 
owner. It is advisable to put 
your phone number on the 
tag too, so someone can call 
should your dog go missing.

Microchips From April 2016, 
new laws mean it is compulsory 
for all dogs over the age of 8 
weeks in England to be fitted 
with microchips. The owner’s 
details must also be kept 
up-to-date as failure to do so 
could result in a £500 fine.

Fouling Dog mess is a nuisance 
and unpleasant but can also 
carry diseases, including 
toxocariasis. Failure to clean 
up after your dog can result in 
an on-the-spot fine or penalty 
of £1000 if taken to court.

Dogs and Cars The Highway 
Code Rule 57 states “When in a 
vehicle make sure dogs or other 
animals are suitably restrained 
so they cannot distract you 
while you are driving or 
injure you, or themselves, if 
you stop quickly. A seat belt 
harness, pet carrier, dog cage 
or dog guard offer ways of 
restraining animals in cars.” 

We all know that leaving dogs 
in hot cars is dangerous but a 
study by experts in dog welfare 
at Nottingham Trent University 
has found temperatures 
inside cars are hot enough 
throughout the year to pose a 
risk to dog health, even in the 
winter when it is cold outside.
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PEST CONTROL
"Ants to Elephants"

RENTAKEEPER
01908 510189 

www.killem.co.uk
Local, Reliable, Fully Insured

If you would like to advertise your  
next business or event in this magazine, 
please email office@wolvertonand 
greenleystowncouncil.gov.uk or  
call 01908 326800.

We offer competitive 
rates and distribution 
to 6,000 households 
and businesses 
across the parish.

ARE YOU CONCERNED ABOUT CRIME WHERE YOU LIVE? 

WOULD YOU LIKE TO RAISE YOUR CONCERNS WITH CRIME
AND POLICING WITH THE POLICE?

WOULD YOU LIKE TO KNOW MORE ABOUT WHAT THE
POLICE ARE DOING IN YOUR AREA? 

WOULD YOU LIKE TO UNDERSTAND MORE ABOUT HOW THE
POLICE WORKS?

COMMUNITY
POLICING
FORUM

ALL WELCOME
TUESDAY 7TH  FEBRUARY
6.30PM

KING'S COMMUNITY
CENTRE, CREED STREET,
WOLVERTON, MK12 5LY

NO NEED TO BOOK, DISABILITY ACCESSIBLE

Neighbourhood Watch in the Milton Keynes district hopes you can share and join 
in with our wish for a safer and more secure place for ourselves, our families 
and our communities in 2023… and here’s how. 

Secondly, again through the above website, click on ‘Find your local 
Neighbourhood Watch scheme’ and enter your postcode. There’s often 
a scheme close to you and by clicking on the actual title of the scheme 

you can see its map and join. By joining, you help our work promoting safer 
homes and communities, as well as strengthening our partnership with the 
Police to support us and your local area. 

If there isn’t a Watch scheme that covers your area then what about starting 
one? After you have entered your postcode, you can scroll down and click to 
start a new scheme. There’s not a crazy amount of work to do to set up a 
scheme and we can help you. The reward is improving the awareness and well-
being of your family and neighbours and encouraging a safer, more secure 
community.

A Safer Community For 2023

Milton Keynes 
Neighbourhood Watch 

Association

Nick King, Chair, Milton Keynes Neighbourhood Association

If you need help or have any questions, contact us via enquiries@mknhwa.org.uk  
Lets make 2023 safer for our families and local communities.

Firstly, please sign up to Neighbourhood Watch by visiting 
ourwatch.org.uk (click on Join us). One 
massive and immediate benefit of signing-

up is that you also register to receive Thames Valley 
Police Alerts.  The Alert system is used by our local 
Police team to alert us of major crimes, incidents, 
missing people and other important appeals for vigilance and feedback in our 
areas. Quite simply, the more people who sign up, the more aware we are and 
the more opportunities we have to report back to the Police. Currently, we have 
approximately 13,000 residents signed up, but with your help, let’s add at least 
another 2,023 to that!

1⃣

2⃣
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Urb Farm  
Update
Between 196-198  
Windsor Street  
Wolverton  
MK12 5DR

Are you looking for a new experience in 
2023? Would you like to be part of a small, 
friendly team?
Would you be able to give a few hours of 
your time each month to help local social 
enterprises flourish and grow?

Do you like working outside in nature?

Volunteering at the Urb Farm is the 
answer to all of these questions.

The Urb Farm on Windsor Street in 
Wolverton is nearly three acres of 
land that currently hosts three social 
enterprises run by a small staff team and 
young people not in education, training 
or employment. A large area of the farm 
is used for the Growing People market 
garden producing a wide selection of 
vegetables and fruit. The Learning Tree 
has a tipi as the base for a fun and 
interactive forest school space. Urban 
Bee-lievers uses part of the site to 
host their apiary for the bee hives and 
demonstration apiary garden, growing 
flowers that provide food for the bees. 

We currently have a small group of 
volunteers who usually work at the Urb 
Farm on a Tuesday morning for a couple 
of hours from 10.30am. However this can 
vary depending on the task at hand and 
availability. 

Volunteer tasks vary depending on the 
time of the year – some are regular jobs,  
others are adhoc or one off tasks. The 
woodland needs regular maintenance 
all year along with seasonal tasks 
around the vegetable and fruit growing 
areas. These include; mowing the grass, 
strimming, weeding and cutting back 
brambles. There are also always things to 
be mended, fixed, serviced and created 
out of wood. There are sometimes sheds 
to be built, tipis to be cleaned and many 
seeds to be sown. 

Some of our volunteers told us why they 
like to be part of the Urb Farm team: 

“Volunteering for me has been a win, 
win situation. It has provided me with 
the ability to work with young adults in a 
supportive setting. Watching them grow 
and become independent individuals is 
a great joy. Utilising my own skills in a 
range of ways from problem solving, to 
simple joinery through to practical plant 
management has allowed both myself 
and the wider organisation to benefit. 
Lastly, working with a great team of 
other volunteers and professionals has 
resulted in great new friendships.”

 

“Volunteering at the Urb Farm ticks so 
many boxes - it’s community, it’s nature, 
it’s helping, it’s rewarding, it’s a bit of 
exercise...it’s fun!”

“I started volunteering at the Urb 
Farm during lockdown. I discovered it 
really is true that one gains far more 
from volunteering than one gives. Yes 
we hopefully make a difference, but I 
have learnt so much and made some 
wonderful friends.”

“I get my hands dirty, I grow things, I do 
things for bees, have fun with the best 
group of volunteers and play a small part 
in improving the life-chances of fantastic 
young people - what’s not to like?”

We would love to welcome you to come 
and have a look at the Urb Farm, meet 
the current volunteers and find out more 
about how you could get involved. 

During February feel free to pop along to 
the farm on Tuesdays between 10.30 - 
11.30am to say hello or send an email to 
admin@mkchristianfoundation.co.uk for 
more information. 

We look forward to meeting you.  
The Urb Farm Team 

Registered Charity no. 293546

Some of our volunteers at the recent Christmas thank you lunch
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A SPACE THAT IS YOURS
 

A SPACE THAT CAN BE WHAT YOU WANT IT TO BE

LOUNGE AT

Weekly drop ins at Bar Bar Black Sheep
Thursdays From 4pm-6pm

Open to 11-18 yrs
 

Light bites and drinks available
Free

For  further details on LOUNGE, please contact Joe at
community@wolvertonandgreenleystowncouncil.gov.uk or

01908 326800 or Georgia at georgia@blacksheepcollective.co.uk
or 01908 316856

YOUTH DECIDE!
Calling all young people

aged 11-18 years!

Wolverton and Greenleys Community Youth
Council is looking for members to join.

Scan the QR code above to fill in an application form or
call Joe on 01908 326800 or email him on

community@wolvertonandgreenleystowncouncil.gov.uk

Get in touch!
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Have you got ideas or thoughts
about what would make our Town

Centre great?

If so, come and join the Wolverton
Community Conversation

Would you like to be actively
involved in helping our

communities’ ideas happen?

Refreshments provided by 
Think Food & The Old School Café

FREE lunch provided by Namji, Wolverton

Foundation House, 
The Square, 
Aylesbury Street,
Wolverton

Friday 17TH February
10AM - 3PM
Saturday 18TH February
10AM - 4PM

ALL WELCOME
Stay as long as you are able or just pop in!

WHEN & WHERE

Community conversation logo designed by Maggie Beckett

WHAT WOULD MAKE
WOLVERTON TOWN
CENTRE GREAT?

This event is being organised by the Agora Regeneration Working Group as part of the Wolverton Community Improvement
District work. To find out more visit www.futurewolverton.org/cid/

COME AND JOIN THE COMMUNITY CONVERSATION!

FREE Childcare available from Childcare
Pathways on Friday 17th February - email
info@futurewolverton.org to book a place.

Published by Future Wolverton Limited, The Old School, Old Wolverton Road, Old Wolverton, Milton Keynes, MK12 5NH www.futurewolverton.org 
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TWINNING TRIP 2022

The bi-annual Twinning 
trip to Belgium in 
November was a 
great success and 
well supported by 
parishioners, members 
of Wolverton and 
Greenleys Town 
Council (WGTC) and of 
the MK Western Front 
Association (MK WFA). 

Leaving Wolverton early on 
the Friday morning, we made 
our way to Dover and across 
the Channel, arriving at our 
hotel in Ypres late afternoon. 
We then headed for some free 
time in Ypres before attending 

the wreath laying service at 
Menin Gate, where myself and 
another member of MK WFA 
laid a wreath.

On the Saturday our Belgian 
hosts, representatives from 
the city and municipality of 
Comines-Warneton (of which 
Ploegsteert is a district), 
took us to the Museum of 
Ribbon, which was packed 
with working looms and was 
very interesting. Also on site 
was a German bunker with 
an excellent display showing 
German Sappers at work, 
the original occupiers of the 
dugout, and a collection of 
WWI relics and artifacts. After 
a welcoming reception at the 
Town Hall at Comines we 

visited the site of the Christmas 
Truce and toured the Plugstreet 
14-18 experience before 
heading to the Vanuxeem 
brewery for a beer tasting 
session. I’m sure many bottles 
made their way out of the shop 
and onto the coach! Free time 
in Le Bizet (we all ended up in 
the same cafe) was followed by 
a meal in the café de la Grand 
Place in Ploegsteert.

Sunday was slightly curtailed 
as we learned that P&O 
cancelled our ferry, so we had 
to leave earlier than previously 
arranged. However, we still 
visited Hyde Park Corner 
Cemetry for the civic ceremony 
for Albert French. The Belgians 
had arranged an impressive 

ceremony with their brass 
bands, readings and the Last 
Post. I read ‘In Flander’s Fields’ 
and laid a wreath on Albert’s 
grave on behalf of MK WFA. 
Then it was off for another 
civic ceremony in a café at 
Ploegsteert, and then the ferry 
and home.

All in all, it was a very enjoyable 
trip, made even more pleasant 
by the good company of those 
who joined me on the trip. The 
Belgians certainly did us proud 
as did Joe, the Community 
Engagement and Projects 
Officer, who very effectively 
organised the trip, so many 
thanks to him and the team at 
WGTC. 

WE MADE IT TO PLOEGSTEERT 
- FINALLY! BY STUART MACFARLAN

Meeting our friends at our twinned town

Enjoying lunch 

The Belgian beer went down well

Exchanging gifts

Visiting the Museum of Ribbon

Learning about the Christmas Truce
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The twinning of towns and 
cities seems to have sprung 
from the time following the 
Second World War, the aim 
being to foster peace and 
reconciliation, maybe also 
to encourage trade and 
tourism.

In 2006 the relatively new 
Wolverton and Greenleys 
Town Council signed a 
twinning agreement with 
Ploegsteert, a town in 
the administrative area 
of Comines-Warneton in 
Belgium. The twinning came 
about after the discovery 
of some letters in a box 
of second-hand books 
written by a 16-year-old 
boy from Wolverton called 
Albert French. The letters 
were addressed to Albert’s 
sister, May, who lived in 
the family home in Young 
Street, Wolverton (one of 
the “little streets” that were 
demolished to allow the light 
industrial area behind Glyn 
Square to be built). Albert 
had joined up underage, 
in 1915, to serve in The 
Kings Royal Rifle Corps 

and was writing home from 
training camps and from 
the trenches in Europe. 
Ploegsteert is the site of 
a small Commonwealth 
War Graves Commission 
cemetery where Albert is 
laid to rest. Our visit there 
remembers and honours 
the histories of Albert and 
the many who died in the 
world wars. On the opposite 
side of the road stands a 
Memorial to the Missing, 
a monolithic neoclassical 
white stone rotunda guarded 
by two realistic angry lions 
protecting the names of 
11,386 men, all missing with 
no burial.

We hope to replicate the 
warmth and hospitality of 
the Belgians when they 
visit us later this year. There 
will be more information in 
future magazines on how 
you can join in to make their 
visit to us a memorable 
one with entertainment, 
displaying your company or 
organisation’s work or just 
socialising and making  
new friends.

WHY TWINNING? 
WHY PLOEGSTEERT? 
BY ANDREA VINCENT, TOWN CLERK

Heading down to a museum in a  
German bunker

A moving service at the Commonwealth War Graves

Albert French’s grave

Visiting a trenchCllr Saunders, The Mayor of Wolverton and Town Clerk Andrea Vincent at the Menin Gate
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TOWN COUNCIL UPDATES

Over the first two weeks 
in December, we held the 
first Christmas Bauble 
Competition in Wolverton 
to bring people back to the 
highstreets and support our 
local businesses. Thank 
you to all the businesses 
who put a bauble up in 

their windows and to 
those who donated a 
prize. Congratulations 
to our prize winners who 
won everything from free 
gig tickets, a hamper and 
books, to gift vouchers and 
a bicycle pump!

CHRISTMAS  
BAUBLE  
COMPETITION

If you missed out on our 
Christmas Bauble Competition 
and fancy doing something 
similar, we are running an Easter 
themed treasure hunt in The 
Square, Wolverton, on Thursday 
6th April from 11am-2pm. Pick 
up a free entry form from the 

Town Council 
gazebo on 
The Square, 
find the 
letters in the 
shop windows and win a prize 
when you can tell us what the 
mystery word is! 

EASTER TREASURE HUNT

Thanks to all those who 
came down to The Square 
for this event. There were 
carols, hot drinks and a great 
atmosphere as the Mayor’s 
Cadet, Abi, switched on 

the lights. The tree was 
once again dressed with 
decorations made by local 
school children and lots 
of tinsel kindly donated by 
Councillor Saunders.

This was held at St George 
the Martyr, Wolverton early 
in December and was an 
event organised by WGTC 
and Wolverton Benefice. 
There were carols, readings 
and brilliant performances 

from the pupils of Bushfield 
School and Greenleys 
Junior School. Thanks to all 
those who participated and 
attended the service, a great 
start to the festive season!

CHRISTMAS LIGHTS 
SWITCH ON

CIVIC CAROL SERVICE

This year’s Winter 
Fayre was two 
days long and held 
in The Square, 
Wolverton which 
looked amazing with 
the alpine huts and 
Christmas lights 
twinkling.

Alongside our stallholders 
there was entertainment, 
street food and Father 
Christmas even found 
time in his busy schedule 
to pay a visit! Our Town 
Clerk made a gingerbread 
house which was offered 
in a raffle and Ash, one of 
our caretakers, donated 
a jar of jellybeans for a 
competition to guess how 
many were in the jar. A 
total of £156.55 was raised 
for Willen Hospice, the 
Mayor’s charity. Thank you 
to all those who donated 
and congratulations to the 
winners! Members of the 
Community Youth Council 
and Councillors from WGTC 
attended on Saturday to 
meet and chat to residents, 
thanks to those who 
popped by to say hello.

WOLVERTON 
WINTER FAYRE

The Mayor of Wolverton and Mayor’s Cadet, Abi, ready to switch on the lights



16

www.wolvertonandgreenleystowncouncil.gov.uk

Milton Keynes City Council 
have given WGTC funding 
to support residents in our 
parish during the cost-
of-living crisis. Using this 
funding, we are pleased to 
announce that we are running 
a Community Warm Hub in 
Hodge Lea Meeting Place and 
are supporting other hubs in 
Greenleys Community Centre 
(working with Depaul Milton 
Keynes) and at the Old Bath 
House and Millmead Hall in 
Wolverton. Every Community 

Warm Hub will be slightly 
different, but all will offer a 
warm, safe and welcoming 
space with free hot drinks and 
light refreshments. Everyone 
is welcome to attend and 
the hubs are free. If you will 
struggle to travel to the hubs, 
you can get in touch with 
Volunteering Matters on 01908 
670309 who may be able to 
help and provide a driver. For 
dates, times and further info 
please see the poster on the 
back of this magazine.

COMMUNITY  
WARM HUBS

In late November members of the Town Council Office joined 
Thames Valley Police in conducting park tidies in Wolverton and 
Greenleys as part of Op Sceptre, the national week of action to 
challenge and reduce the threat of knife crime. Park tidies are an 
exercise in looking for concealed weapons in open spaces such 
as playparks, but also roadsides and car parks.

OPERATION SCEPTRE

This building is due to 
become a Town Council 
asset from the 1st February. 
This means that WGTC 
will be responsible for the 

maintenance and repairs of 
the building and will manage 
all bookings of the venue. If 
you have any suggestions 
about events that you would 
like to see take place there, 
please get in touch with us.

Paul Fussell, the chairman 
of Stacey Bushes Meeting 
Place management 
company, has provided 
the community with a 
defibrillator which is situated 
outside the venue. This is 
his thank you to all those 
who have supported the 
venue over the years and 
is a vital piece of lifesaving 
equipment.

Like the rest of us, Ash and Alec 
had a busy couple of months in 
the run up to Christmas. They 
worked with Joe, our Community 
Engagement and Projects 
Officer, to set up and break 
down the wiring and electrics 
in The Square for the Christmas 
Lights Switch On and the Winter 
Fayre. They were also on hand 
to help with the installation and 
removal of the Christmas tree.

They both conduct weekly checks 
of Hodge Lea Meeting Place 
and carry out any gardening or 
painting that might be required 
as well as odd jobs like fixing 

leaky taps or a broken door. 
They also conduct tours of 
the venue for potential hirers, 
get in touch if looking for 
somewhere to hold your event!

Over the next few months, 
they will be helping the In 
Bloom team remove the rusted 
doorstep planters that were 
gifted by WGTC. We will provide 
replacements, so don’t worry 
if you see a planter or two 
disappear! Ash has designed and 
built a new planter outside Co-op 
Funeralcare on Church Street. 
This has been planted out too so 
please do go and have a look.

The Wolverton 
and Greenleys 
Community 
Magazine came 18th 
out of 450 entries in 
the 2022 National 
Parish Magazine 
Awards A4 magazine 
category. 

We are delighted that 
our hard work has been 

recognised like this and 
look forward to hopefully 
breaking into the top 15 
(dare we say top 10?!)  
next year. 

We would like to extend 
our thanks to the designer 
and printer of this magazine 
and to our community for 
continuing to submit such 
varied and interesting 
content which is at the 
heart of the magazine.

STACEY BUSHES 
MEETING PLACE 

CARETAKERS’ 
CORNER

NATIONAL 
PARISH 
MAGAZINE 
AWARDS

New planter made by Ash

Paul Fussell (L) and Joe Quinn (R), the 
Council’s Community Engagement and 

Projects Officer
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Our Environmental 
Enforcement Officer, 
David, conducts 
regular patrols 
of the parish and 
investigates and 
reports instances 
of fly tipping, 
littering and dog 
fouling, as well as 
abandoned vehicles, 
to Milton Keynes City 
Council (MKCC). 

He also helps to educate 
residents and businesses 
on the correct waste 
procedures. If you are 
interested in reading more 
about his work, you can 
read his monthly reports 
on our website, they are 
included in the papers for 
each Full Council meeting. 

Sadly, fly tipping is a 
common occurrence in the 
parish and is not only a 
crime, but is also unsightly 

and presents a hazard 
to wildlife, pets, children, 
pedestrians, vehicles and 
those with mobility issues. 
Remember, your waste 
is your responsibility and 
you need to dispose of it 
legally and responsibly. 

Top Tips to Stop 
Fly Tipping

• Don’t put your waste 
out before 17:00 the day 
before collection. If you do, 
it is classed as fly tipping. 
Leaving your waste out 
earlier means there is more 
chance for animals to 
break into the bags causing 
a hazard to themselves 
and littering our streets

• Household Waste and 
Recycling Centres (also 
known as ‘the tip’) are free to 
visit but you must book. Slots 
can be booked online or by 
telephone on 01908 252811 
up to seven days in advance

• If you can’t take your bulky 
waste to the tip, MKCC offer 
a chargeable bulky waste 
collection service for items 
such as household furniture, 
carpets, white goods, TVs, 
etc., call 01908 252570

• You can employ the 
services of a registered waste 
carrier to take away your 

waste. Ask to see their Waste 
Carrier License (which they 
should have with them) or 
check online by searching 
the Environment Agency’s 
Public Register at: www.
environment.data.gov.
uk/public-register/view/
search-waste-carriers-
brokers If you pass your 
waste to an unlicensed 
waste carrier which is then 
fly tipped, you can be fined

• If you see someone 
fly tipping, call MKCC’s 
Environmental Crime Unit 
(ECU) on 01908 253200 or 
report it by scanning the 
QR code above. If you can, 
take photos or videos and 
make a note of the following: 
what was dumped and 
where it happened, date 
and times, description of 
the fly tippers and vehicle 
registration number

• If you find fly tipping, 
but didn’t see anyone 
dump it, please report it for 
removal online by scanning 
the QR code above or 
call 01908 252570. You 
can also contact David 
Barnes, the Environmental 
Enforcement Officer on 
07909 520793 or email him 
at dlenvironmental168@
gmail.com

ENVIRONMENTAL 
ENFORCEMENT 
OFFICER UPDATE

As part of our commitment 
to increase youth provision 
in the parish following 
feedback in the community 
consultation, we are working 
with Boxing Clever MK to 
deliver a boxing club in 
Greenleys Community Centre 
for children across the parish 
aged 7-10 years. The club 
will take place on Thursdays 
from 17:30-18:30. All 
equipment will be provided, 
your child will just need to 
wear comfortable clothing 
they can move around in. 
If you would like your child 
to attend you will need to 
complete a registration form 
which is available on our 
website, please scan the 
QR code below. WGTC have 
secured funding for this from 
Leap and Sport England to 
whom we are very grateful.

FREE BOXING  
CLUB COMES  
TO GREENLEYS

In the November meeting of 
Full Council the draft budget 
for 2023/2024 was agreed. 
This means there will be an 
increase in the precept of 87p 
per week per household. This 
is due to an increase in our 
utility costs, undertaking new 
assets and for us to continue 
to deliver the same range of 
events and services as normal 
and to build on and improve 
what we already do.

2023/2024 
BUDGET

The next Community Police Forum will be held on Tuesday 7th February at 18:30 at King’s 
Community Centre in Wolverton. Members of Thames Valley Police will be present so this is a 
great opportunity to raise any concerns about policing and crime you might have with them. 
All are welcome to attend and the venue is disability accessible.

COMMUNITY POLICE FORUM
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I want to start my February/
March column by congratulating 
Megan and Polly from The 
Radcliffe School who took 
part in the Milton Keynes 
Parliamentary Schools Debate 
Competition I run every year 
with Iain Stewart MP. Megan 
and Polly made it all the way to 
the final in the Grand Committee 
Room in Westminster and only 
narrowly finished runners-up 
to the Hazeley Academy in the 
final debate on the future of 
the Monarchy. It was such a 
fantastic contest, and I know 
the judges found it incredibly 
difficult to make a decision.

Campaign for Better 
Local Transport

I know communities in the 
Wolverton and Greenleys area 
rely on public transport to get 
to school, work and health 
appointments so I have been 
campaigning here in Milton 
Keynes and back down in 
Westminster for better buses 
and better rail services. Like 
many others I’ve suffered from 
delays and overcrowding on 
the trains from Milton Keynes 
Central and Wolverton, and 
shared constituents’ stories 
recently in the House of 
Commons. I called for Avanti to 
be stripped of their contract if 
drastic improvements were  
not made.

Bus services are another issue 
which comes up regularly in 
my inbox and this is another 
issue I have raised in Parliament 
with Leader of the House 
Penny Mordaunt. She has since 
passed my concerns onto the 
Department for Transport. I 
also remain concerned that 
the council-run MK Connect 
service just isn’t working for 
too many of my constituents.

Knife Angel Comes to  
Milton Keynes

It was a humbling experience 
to witness the Knife Angel 
as it visited Milton Keynes 
as part of a month of action 
against knife crime. I met 
with the team at the MK Dons 
Sports and Education Trust 
(MK Dons SET) to hear about 
the incredible work they had 
been doing with schools and 
young people across the city on 
prevention, as well as having 
the ambition to sign up 10,000 
new anti-violence ambassadors. 
The visit of the Knife Angel 
comes on top of the work 
we have done with Thames 
Valley Police, the Home Office 
and the Crown Prosecution 
Service to make sure we can 
say: if you are caught with a 
knife in Milton Keynes, you 
will spend time behind bars.

NEWS FROM  
YOUR MP BY BEN EVERITT

MPs Iain Stewart (MK South) and Ben Everitt (MK North) with The Mayor of MK 
Amanda Marlow and pupils from Hazeley Academy and The Radcliffe School

Wolverton is a town 
with a thriving sense 
of community, and 
the City Council 
wants to preserve 
and enhance this 
for generations 
to come. That is 
why I’m pleased 
to outline our 
involvement in two 
upcoming projects 
which I hope will 
celebrate and 
enhance this sense 
of community.

Each year, City Councillors 
are each allocated £1,000 
to put towards ward-
based initiatives. These 
initiatives could be anything 
from supporting an event 
or charity, to helping 
an organisation with 
purchasing equipment, 
for example. My latest 

ward-based budget has 
been split into two; £200 
went towards an event for 
the late Queen’s Platinum 
Jubilee Celebration at 
St John’s Crescent, and 
the remaining £800 will 
help The Old Bath House 
commission a community 
mural to go on the side 
of the building. Local 
artist Luke McDonnell, 
who produced a piece of 
artwork that was painted 
on the building during the 
pandemic, will soon return 
to create a mural that 
reflects Wolverton and its 
community. Fundraising 
is underway to ensure the 
mural is in place for the 30th 
anniversary of The Old Bath 
House next year.

In other news, the Love 
Wolverton Public Arts 
Steering Group has 
launched a brand-new 
paper called the ‘Express’, 
which aims to connect 
and showcase the 
creative talent in and from 
Wolverton. The online paper 
celebrates our diverse and 
creative culture, and shares 
opportunities for creativity 
across the town. You 
can download the latest 
edition by visiting www.
lovewolverton.co.uk

robert.middleton@ 
milton-keynes.gov.uk 

MORE 
COMMUNITY 
PROJECTS 
COMING TO 
WOLVERTON
BY COUNCILLOR ROB MIDDLETON
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Family fun at 
your local museum 
11 - 19 February

2023 marks the Museum’s 50th birthday! 
See what we have in store this February half term. 
Find out more at our website: miltonkeynesmuseum.org.uk

Follow us

KING’S COMMUNITY 
CENTRE 2022 ROUND UP
What a busy year it’s been, the 
Wolverton community helping each 
other and others across MK12, 
especially at this most difficult time 
of financial crisis and upheaval. For 
us at King’s Community Centre (KCC) 
the privilege of being able to offer 
community services to so many in need 
is only made possible by the donations 
and gifts of so many of you. So, a big 
thank you and happy new year to you 
all. 2022 was our biggest year ever, 
apart from lockdown, and that includes 
a six-week closure for maintenance 
works and fitting of the new disabled lift.

KCC Foodbank Monday – Friday 
12.30pm to 2.30pm We ended the 
year having given out a minimum of two 
food parcels to 6,500 people and for the 
third year in a row KCC gave out over 
25% of the whole city’s foodbank total.

KCC Foodbank and Baby Basics Top 
Up Shop Wednesdays 12.30pm to 
2pm We started this in September 2021 
with 50 people and finished the year 
with over 450 people registering to using 
this service. Thank you to the kind man 
who came twice to the queue giving out 
40 large, hot pizzas as gifts!

KCC Lunch Drop In Thursdays 
11.30am to 1.30pm We finished the 
year having given out 12,300 servings 
of hot food and sandwiches. WGTC 
donated a potato oven to us early in 
2022, but we found that we needed 
even greater capacity. Wolverton & 
Stony Stratford Rotary Club stepped in 
and paid for a second potato oven and 
a new steel base unit for it to stand on. 
Again, a big thank you!

Baby Basics had the biggest year since 
its foundation giving out baby clothes, 

parcels, prams etc. to 2,987 babies to 
5-year-olds in Milton Keynes. In recent 
years we averaged around 1,600 babies 
per year, going to 1,900 babies last year, 
so this year is a huge leap showing the 
very real need in our city. Baby Basics 
operates by referrals from the NHS, 
GPs, MK University Hospital, MKCC 
etc. and is the only charity of its kind in 
Milton Keynes.

Wesley’s Roof and Spirelet We have 
been given permission to start the roof 
and rebuild the spirelet. The spirelet is 
being rebuilt by a Northamptonshire 
blacksmith, with oak restoration works in 
a specialist workshop and replacement 
tiles fitted. Once these works are done, 
a date in early summer will be set for 
scaffolding and roof repairs and spirelet 
reinstatement. We will let you know 
more as it all progresses.
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MK WESTERN FRONT  
ASSOCIATION

The Milton Keynes 
branch of The 
Western Front 
Association (WFA) 
hold their monthly 
meetings at The 
Wolverton Working 
Men’s Club at  
49-50 Stratford 
Road, Wolverton, 
MK12 5LS. 

WFA members and 
members of the public 
are always very welcome. 
Meetings are the third 
Friday of the month, 
7.30pm – 9.30pm. A 
donation covers costs 
and entry to a raffle and 
refreshments are available 
at the bar. 

February 17th MK WFA 
AGM and Quiz 

We will start this month’s 
meeting with a short 
AGM but will also detail 
all the events in which 
MK WFA have been 
involved in during the year. 
Refreshments are included 
and following the AGM will 

be a not too serious quiz 
to test our knowledge on 
WWI. Anyone interested in 
finding out about MK WFA 
is very welcome, as always.

March 17th ‘The Russian 
Front’ - Phil Tomaselli

Well known historian and 
author Phil Tomaselli talks 
about how events on the 
Russian front intimately 
influenced strategy in 
the West. In 1914 the 
early Russian advance 
into East Prussia pulled 
crucial German units out 
of Belgium. In 1915 they 
fought a retreat across 
Poland and their 1916 
offensive helped save 
Verdun. The 1917 revolution 
freed German troops for 
their 1918 offensives in 
France, but thousands of 
British troops were still 
fighting in Russia in late 
1919. A fascinating talk, not 
to be missed.

For further details, 
please visit www.
westernfrontassociation.
com and search ‘MK’ in 
‘branches’.

Follow our journey : sewandgrowmk

Sew & Grow is a social enterprise and team of
craftivists working with young people to create
naturally dyed textiles in Wolverton

Would you like to volunteer with us?
 

If you're passionate about patchwork, keen on crafting, have
dabbled in dyeing, or are wonderful at working with young

people, we'd love to hear from you!
 

If you're interested, please email admin@mkchristianfoundation.co.uk
for an application form.

 We will then arrange a taster day to make sure we're the right fit for
you, and vice versa. All volunteers will need to have an enhanced DBS

check which we will arrange.

PAWS FOR THOUGHT 
DOG SHOW
For many years Wolverton has had a dog show held in Victoria Park 
(also known as the Swing Rec) in May raising funds for dog-related 
charities.

Unfortunately, Covid-19 resulted in the cancellation of the 2020, 
2021 and 2022 events but a group of volunteers are trying to restart 
the show and have made significant progress. We could do with a 
few more volunteers for both planning and “on the day” - please 
contact Adrian on 07905 319140 or Andrew on 07527 039870  
if interested.

On Friday 16th December 
Rudolph made a sharp 
about turn and landed 
Father Christmas’ sleigh 
in the garden of the Town 
Hall. There, Rudolph 
happily munched on grass 
while Father Christmas 

paid a visit to the children 
at Wolverton Library. 
They were delighted to 
see Father Christmas, 
especially as he handed out 
some sweets and raisins 
which had been kindly 
donated by Asda.

FATHER CHRISTMAS 
VISITS WOLVERTON 
LIBRARY
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Wolverton Gilbert and Sullivan Society 
presents 

HMS PINAFORE 
At Stantonbury Theatre 

Milton Keynes 

Wednesday 10th— Saturday 13th May 
2023 

Tickets:         www.wolvertongands.co.uk 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
We meet 

on the first 
Thursday of  

every month 1-2.30pm 
at Wolverton Library 

 
 

Beginners and experts are all welcome. 
Bring along your current project and get nattering! 
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THE BIG PICK

Sunday 19th February

10am - 12pm

Wolverton Litter pickers

Meet at Bar Bar in The Square or 

Wolverton Leisure Centre

All ages welcome and all necessary

equipment provided (pickers, sacks and hoops)

TOGETHER AT 
CHRISTMAS 2022

For the tenth year in row and 
back at Foundation House 
for the first time since 2019, 
Together at Christmas MK 
provided a hot meal and good 
company for anyone who might 
need it on Christmas Day.

This year we served 50 hot 
meals, most were enjoyed at 
Foundation House but some 
were collected to be eaten at 
home and yet more delivered 
to those who couldn’t make it 
out. Up to 30 additional local 
residents took advantage of 
a pop-up Community Fridge 
at Foundation House on 
Christmas Day and were able 
to take home turkeys, fresh 
fruit and vegetables, along with 
other grocery items all rescued 
from local supermarkets on 
Christmas Eve. Thanks to 
lots of generous donations 
from local organisations and 
individuals we also provided 
hampers full of Christmas 
goodies to our guests.

Over the last ten years we have 
been able to help hundreds 

of local residents have a 
wonderful Christmas Day with 
this annual event, none of 
these events would have been 
possible without the wonderful 
volunteers and donations 
received, or without a venue. 
Thank you so much to Milton 
Keynes Christian Foundation 
who have has supported us 
over the years by letting us use 
Foundation House as a venue, 
as have the lovely folks at The 
Old Bath House.

Together at Christmas is a 
community event that’s open 
to everyone, so if you’d like 
to attend or be involved with 
Together at Christmas 2023, 
then please don’t hesitate 
to get in touch by emailing 
togetheratchristmasmk@
yahoo.com or use the contact 
us form on our website: www.
togetheratchristmasmk.org

Hello, I’m Luke Smith
I enjoy outdoor activities as well as 
social and charitable events. I am 
currently studying and working part-
time, but with my spare time I like to 
give back to the community which I 
have been a part of since my youth. I 
aspire to have a prosperous career in 
law and politics which includes some 
of my heroes like Presidents JFK and 
Barack Obama.

Hello, my name is  
Kerry Campbell
I have lived in Wolverton for 13 
years and enjoy all the wonderful 
community opportunities there are 
here. I have specialist interests in 
safeguarding, children and families 
and public health.

MEET YOUR 
COUNCILLORS



Are you thinking about getting fit in the new year? 

Stephen Baggaley and Esther Carter, both hugely
experienced, and used to working with all abilities! 
Sessions take place on Wednesday evenings 7.30pm –
8.30pm for Children (16 & Under), £5 per player and 8.30pm
– 9.30pm Adults/Family, £6 per player. 
You need to pre-book via our website to secure your place.
oldschoolwolverton.org/family-table-tennis

Bookings are now open for Wolverton Table Tennis Club which
restarts on Wednesday 25th January. 
Located in the URC Hall, above Foundation House in The
Square in Wolverton, the club has two professional coaches, 

THE OLD SCHOOL WOLVERTON

The Old School Community Hall hosts regular classes and
events throughout the year, so if your New Year's
resolution to try something new check out the What's On
section of our website oldschoolwolverton.org/whats-on  

You can stay up to date with the latest news by following us on social media via Facebook
facebook.com/oldschoolwolv and Instagram @oldschoolwolverton

THE OLD SCHOOL, OLD WOLVERTON ROAD, OLD WOLVERTON, MILTON KEYNES, MK12 5NP

WOLVERTON TABLE TENNIS CLUB

WHAT'S ON

If the new year is inspiring you to get fit, try a new activity or become a volunteer
then check out the Old School website for more information! 
We have a jam packed calendar of events for the whole family, and
opportunities to get involved in supporting our work. Find out more by visiting
our website at oldschoolwolverton.org 

And if your new year plans include getting married do
have a chat with us! The Old School can host your
ceremony and the reception, as well as an overnight stay
for you or your guests all in one beautiful building. 
Visit oldschoolwolverton.org/weddings, or email
weddings@futurewolverton.org to enquire.

Our Making Tracks Project supports people over 16 years of age with a
diagnosis of Autism, ADHD or associated long term mental health condition
to gain work based skills and experience. If your or someone you know has
an Educational & Health Care plan, and is in need of extra support then do
get in touch - we work closely with Milton Keynes City Council and are
happy to advise on the opportunities available. To find out more about the
placements and support available email rachel@futurewolverton.org

MAKING TRACKS PROJECT
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01908 310574
205 Stratford Rd, Wolverton,  

Milton Keynes MK12 5RL

OLDBATHHOUSE.ORG

There’s lots going on here 
at the Old Bath House... to 
see our regular user groups 
please visit the website at 
oldbathhouse.org

Milton Keynes
Second Saturday of the month  
(not in April or August),  
9:30am - 12:30pm.  
You can bring along items,  
meet experts and learn to  
make simple repairs yourself!
More information on  
oldbathhouse.org

CAFE SESSIONS FOR 2023:
SATURDAY 11TH FEBRUARY
SATURDAY 11TH MARCH
SATURDAY 13TH MAY
SATURDAY 10TH JUNE
SATURDAY 8TH JULY
SATURDAY 9TH SEPTEMBER

SATURDAY 14TH OCTOBER
SATURDAY 11TH NOVEMBER
SATURDAY 9TH DECEMBER

SUNDAY 5TH MARCH 11:00AM - 2:30PM

SUNDAY 2ND APRIL 11:00AM - 2:30PM

SUNDAY 7TH MAY 11:00AM - 2:30PM

SUNDAY 4TH JUNE 11:00AM - 2:30PM

SUNDAY 2ND JULY 11:00AM - 2:30PM

SUNDAY 6TH AUGUST 11:00AM - 2:30PM

SUNDAY 3RD SEPTEMBER 11:00AM - 2:30PM

SUNDAY 1ST OCTOBER 11:00AM - 2:30PM

SUNDAY 5TH NOVEMBER 11:00AM - 2:30PM

SUNDAY 3RD DECEMBER 11:00AM - 4:00PM

Regular tabletop sales events at the Old Bath House 

and Community Centre, Wolverton. Local businesses, 

arts & crafts, artisan goods and food. 

More information at www.oldbathhouse.org

If you would like a stall at these events, please 

contact Angela via email on fayres@oldbathhouse.org 

£15 per pitch, or just £10 if you bring your own table

MONTHLY EVENTS AT THE OLD BATH HOUSE, WOLVERTON

FAY R E S  F O R  2 0 2 3

in conjunction with

We’re celebrating our 
30th Anniversary this 

year! Watch this space!

COMMUNITY COOKALONG MK
FAMILIES WANTED FOR FREE FEBRUARY/MARCH COOKING 
COURSE!
If you have children aged between 8 and 16 and would like to learn how to 
cook a variety of meals and puddings from scratch this is the course for you!
Every Wednesday after school (3:30pm-6pm) for 6 weeks, starting 22nd 
February. It is a FREE course and aims to build your confidence in the kitchen and engage your children or teens in cooking. Each week we cook together and then eat together! If you have any younger siblings we can normally 
accommodate them too.
More info on our website or email communitycookalong@oldbathhouse.org
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Royal British Legion (RBL) 
Poppy Appeal For the second 
year running Rotary has been 
only too pleased to help the 
local branch of the RBL by 
volunteering to staff its poppy 
stall at Tesco’s Wolverton 
store for the four days prior to 
Remembrance Sunday.

Christmas 2022 - A big thank 
you to everyone For many years 
during the month of December 
the club has aimed to bring 
some festive cheer to local 
children and their families when 
it brings out its popular Santa 
Sleigh to tour the local areas 
whilst at the same time raising 
much needed funds for charity. 

Our evening tours of New 
Bradwell, Wolverton, Stony 
Stratford and Fairfields together 
with four days at Sainsbury’s 
in central Milton Keynes raised 
a combined total of £3,770. 
Additionally, the club’s popular 
mulled wine stalls at the Stony 
Stratford lights switch-on and 
the Wolverton Winter Fayre 
helped swell our Christmas 

fundraising to the wonderful 
total of £6,710 - a really great 
reflection of the human spirit of 
kindness and generosity of the 
local community.

Rotary Club President Stuart 
Clarke commented: “Considering 
that we are a relatively small 
club I am tremendously grateful 
to the members for all their hard 
work in organising these events. 
I would also particularly like to 
record my sincere thanks and 
appreciation to all the friends 
and volunteers for their various 
forms of practical help.”

Members will be meeting in 
the near future to discuss and 
decide how the funds will be 
distributed to various charities 
and good causes.

For more information about 
who we are and what we do 
please visit the club’s website 
at www.wolvertonand 
stonystratfordrotaryclub.co.uk 
or find us on Facebook at www.
facebook.com/wolvertonand 
stonyrotary

ROTARY  
NEWS

GIRLGUIDING - 
WOLVERTON DISTRICT

As the new year begins the 
members of Girlguiding are 
looking forwards to another 
action-packed year.

In 2022 1st Wolverton Rainbows 
learnt how to pitch tents and cook 
on a campfire, they also attended 
a big campfire singalong event 
with members from all over north 
Milton Keynes. As well as that 
they enjoyed a trip with the county 
to Gulliver’s Land. The Rainbows 
worked hard on lots of badges  
last term and putting on 
fundraising events to ensure they 
have an even more exciting 2023.

1st Wolverton Brownies have had 
a very busy term completing 
badges and were awarded their 
second gold award at the end 
of term. They celebrated Hug a 
Bear Day by making teddy toast 
and towel and flannel bears. 
Term finished with a film, sweet 
trolley and hot chocolate - great 
fun! Their good turn this year was 
to donate 25 selection boxes to 

Harry’s Rainbow, a local charity 
that supports children and young 
people who have been bereaved of 
a parent or sibling. 
 

Wolverton Brownies (7-10 years)
will have spaces from February 
half term so if you think this 
sounds like fun come and join us! 
Head to www.girlguiding.org.
uk/information-for-parents/
register-yourdaughter

Girlguiding is always looking for 
volunteers to help at meetings so 
if you do have some spare time 
and would like to volunteer follow 
the link: www.girlguiding.org.
uk/getinvolved/become-a-
volunteer

Wolverton Community
Market

WGTC are exploring the possibility of bringing back
a market to The Square in Wolverton.

 
We are looking to hear from anyone who might
be interested in having a stall at this market. 

 
Please contact the Office on 01908 32800 or email
office@wolvertonandgreenleystowncouncil.gov.uk

Volunteers sell poppies at Tesco

Rainbows worked hard at fundraising events

A movie night is always great fun

Father Christmas at Sainsbury’s

Selling mulled wine at the Wolverton 
Winter Fayre
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Anyone can do it – doesn’t matter what job you do or 
have done.  No preparation needed, just sign up and 
give honest answers.  It’s easy, helpful and fun.   Click 
www.worktree.org/events or tel 07749 223918. 

Can you join other volunteers 
with different jobs in a 40-minute 
virtual session with students at 
The Radcliffe School, simply 
answering questions about your 
experiences of work? 

Help Radcliffe School students by 
answering their questions about work  

Early Years rated as GOOD by Ofsted 

 

• For 3 years and over 
• 15 hours funding 
• 30 hour funding available 
• Paid for sessions available 
   (£6 per session—3 hours) 

Aylesbury Street, Wolverton, Milton Keynes, MK12 5HU    Telephone: 01908 312275   Email: office@wyvernschool.org 

Fun and laughter, mess and exploration! Our teacher led Nursery offers great learning opportunities, a 
huge, fantastic space, and the perfect friendly, inclusive environment for your child.  With strong links to 
Reception, your child will be ready for the best possible start to their early education.  We have an 
amazing, experienced team who can’t wait to meet you and your child, come and have a look for yourself!  

Breakfast Club:   8.00am - 8.30am 
(£2) 
Morning sessions: 8.30am -11.30 am 
Lunch Club:   11.30am -12 noon  
(£1.50 or free if 30 hour funding) 
Afternoon sessions:  12 noon - 3.00pm 

Is your child going to be 3 years old by September?   
If so they will be eligible to join our School Nursery.  Please 
contact our School Office to make an appointment to come 
and see what we have to offer.  Any questions you may have 
will be answered by a member of our Leadership Team. 
We look forward to welcoming you to Wyvern. 
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FANCY  
PICKING UP A 
RACQUET IN 
2023?
Had a bit too much festive 
food and drink? Don’t want 
to join a gym? How about 
playing tennis instead? 
We have discounted 
membership, flood-lit 
courts, coaching for all 
ages and levels, team play, 
members’ nights, a ball 
machine and a practice 
wall. Or if you don’t want to 
become a member just yet, 
come along and use our 
‘Pay & Play’ scheme; our 
club is open all year round, 
with free floodlit courts for 
these long winter evenings. 
Book a court for £10 an 
hour via our website below!

At the club, we have 
a variety of group and 
individual coaching, visit 
the coaching page on our 
website to view the group 
courses we have available 
for all ages and abilities. 
We are starting our popular 

Rusty Racquets coaching 
group for those who have 
not played for a while and 
want to get back into tennis. 
Junior coaching has also 
restarted for children aged 
5-18 years.

Membership of the club 
gives you access to the 
Sports Club too, which 
has a fully licensed bar at 
club prices and BT and Sky 
Sport where you can watch 
all the Premier League and 
Championship matches.

For more information 
about the club, such 
as membership fees or 
how to join, or to book 
on our Junior Summer 
Holiday Camp, please 
visit our website at www.
wolvertontennisclub.co.uk 
or call Pete on 07740 
004548.

WOLVERTON 
SPORTS CLUB

In December, Wolverton 
Sports Club hosted what 
we hope to be the first of 
many annual Christmas 
Craft Fayres. The day was a 
great success for both the 
stallholders and the club 
with many of you popping 
in to browse the stalls and 
enjoy a hot drink and mince 
pie. An evening of Christmas 
carols with more mince pies 
and mulled wine proved that 
many of our members have 
amazing singing voices, as 
well as festive jumpers! Our 
popular annual New Year’s 
Eve disco was enjoyed by 
members and their guests 
and the New Year’s Day 
raffle was one of our best 
with fabulous prizes being 

won, this year’s first prize 
was worth over £70!

2023 will see Wolverton 
Sports Club hosting 
regular fundraising events 
throughout the coming year 
with events being posted 
on our Facebook group: 
www.facebook.com/
groups/798627864909834 
so please join the group 
to keep up to date. To find 
us, look out for the bowling 
scarecrow on Western Road, 
our entrance is just around 
the corner on Osborne 
Street. If you would like to 
become a member or would 
like further information about 
the club, please email our 
Club Secretary, Sarah Bauer, 
on sarahclubsecretary@ 
gmail.com

Wolverton Sports Club 
would like to wish all its 
non-playing members and 
the players of its sporting 
sections who play for our 
bowls, tennis and cricket 
clubs a fantastic 2023.

HAPPY NEW YEAR FROM FOOD CONNECT 
AND MK COMMUNITY FRIDGE

Over the seasonal break Food Connect and 
MK Community Fridge shared more than 11 
tonnes of good quality surplus food across 
18 sessions in eight locations to over 1,800 
families in MK!

On Christmas Eve alone our team diverted 
more than 1.8 tonnes of food from being 
thrown away including supporting Together at 
Christmas and Great Linford Community Hub 
to welcome residents to enjoy company, a 
warm space and a hot meal on Christmas Day.

At a time when this is needed most and other 
services were closed this is a testament to 
the dedication of the Food Connect team, our 
co-ordinators and the amazing volunteers that 
help our sessions in Wolverton and beyond 
every week. Thank you!

Wolverton Community Fridge at The Old Bath 
House on Stratford Road is open to all on: 
Wednesdays 18:00-19:00 and Saturdays 
12:00-13:30 visit www.mkcommunity 
fridge.org

Please get in touch if you or your organisation 
would like to learn more about how Food 
Connect supports communities in Milton 
Keynes and would like to support and fund our 
work, email helen@hubbub.org.uk or head to 
www.hubbub.org.uk/food-connect
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THURSDAY 6TH APRIL 11:00-14:00
THE SQUARE, WOLVERTON

EASTER
T R E A S U R E  H U N T

Pick up a free entry form
from the Town Council

gazebo on The Square, find
the letters in the shop

windows and win a prize
when you can tell us what

the word is!

WGTC are looking for more volunteers who are
able to help with a wide range of activities in the

parish. From gardening, to litter picking, to
planning and delivering events, there's something

for everyone!
 

We can also signpost you to other groups in the
local area who are looking for helping hands.

VOLUNTEERS,VOLUNTEERS,
WE NEED YOU!WE NEED YOU!

PLEASE SCAN THE QR CODE TO FILL IN A SHORT
REGISTRATION FORM OR CALL 01908 326800

COUNCIL MEETINGS  
FOR YOUR DIARY
Full Council 
Tuesday 28th February 7.30pm 
Tuesday 28th March 7.30pm

Planning Committee 
Tuesday 7th February 7.30pm 
Tuesday 7th March 7.30pm

 
 

Personnel Committee 
Tuesday 21st February 6.30pm

All meetings take place in the 
Council Chamber, Town Hall, Creed 
Street, Wolverton, MK12 5LY. If you 
cannot attend in person, a Microsoft 
Teams link will be supplied on our 
website for you to attend virtually.

In the next issue look out for a full schedule of WGTC events for this 
year as well as further updates on the work of the Town Council. 
You’ll be able to hear the latest from our parish’s many clubs, groups 
and associations too.

If you’d like to submit an article or advert to this magazine, please 
contact us at office@wolvertonandgreenleystowncouncil.gov.uk 
The deadline for submissions for Issue 139 is noon on 2nd March.

WHAT’S COMING UP IN 
THE NEXT ISSUE?

Environmental
Enforcement Officer

Dog fouling       
Litter                                       
Fly tipping                              
Abandoned vehicles            

Contact David about the following: 

David Barnes

07909 520793
dlenvironmental168@gmail.com

WGTC have vacancies in the Greenleys and
Stacey Bushes Ward, please contact us to find

out more! 

WHY NOT BECOME A TOWN
COUNCILLOR?

If you're passionate about
where you live and would like
to be involved in community
projects and events, then this

could be the role for you!
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CONTACT US

YOUR TOWN COUNCILLORS
WOLVERTON EAST WARD

Adrian Moss (Mayor and Chair) 
07905 319140 
a.moss@wolvertonandgreenleys 
towncouncil.gov.uk  

Victoria Bamisile  
v.bamisile@wolvertonandgreenleys 
towncouncil.gov.uk  

Bridget Lewis  
b.lewis@wolvertonandgreenleys 
towncouncil.gov.uk

Kerry Campbell  
k.campbell@wolvertonandgreenleys 
towncouncil.gov.uk
 

WOLVERTON WEST WARD

Hilary Saunders  
01908 319271 
h.saunders@wolvertonandgreenleys 
towncouncil.gov.uk 

Shaaron Forbes  
s.forbes@wolvertonandgreenleys 
towncouncil.gov.uk 

Jacqui Rollason  
j.rollason@wolvertonandgreenleys 
towncouncil.gov.uk

Shaun Loseby-Taylor   
s.loseby-taylor@wolvertonandgreenleys 
towncouncil.gov.uk 

Toby Rollason  
t.rollason@wolvertonandgreenleys 
towncouncil.gov.uk
 

GREENLEYS WARD

David Robertson  
d.robertson@wolvertonandgreenleys 
towncouncil.gov.uk  

Luke Smith  
l.smith@wolvertonandgreenleys 
towncouncil.gov.uk  

1 VACANCY
 

HODGE LEA WARD 

Olugbade Orimogunje  
o.orimogunje@wolvertonandgreenleys 
towncouncil.gov.uk

Samera Riaz (Vice-Chair) 
s.riaz@wolvertonangreenleys 
towncouncil.gov.uk   
 

STACEY BUSHES WARD

Ansar Hussain  
a.hussain@wolvertonandgreenleys 
towncouncil.gov.uk  

1 VACANCY 
 
 

MKC WARD COUNCILLORS

Wolverton Ward:

Ansar Hussain   
ansar.hussain@milton-keynes.gov.uk 

Peter Marland  
07769 365316 
peter.marland@milton-keynes.gov.uk

Robert Middleton  
07849 725830  
robert.middleton@milton-keynes.gov.uk

Stacey Bushes and Hodge Lea Ward:

Marie Bradburn  
01908 234120 
marie.bradburn@milton-keynes.gov.uk

Robin Bradburn  
07742 164318 
robin.bradburn@milton-keynes.gov.uk

Robert Exon  
01908 220321  
robert.exon@milton-keynes.gov.uk 
 

MP - MILTON KEYNES NORTH

Ben Everitt  
01908 686830 
ben.everitt.mp@parliament.uk

TOWN COUNCIL STAFF

Andrea Vincent TOWN CLERK

Mandy Shipp ASSISTANT CLERK

Nilo Thrikawala FINANCE OFFICER

Joe Quinn COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT  
AND PROJECTS OFFICER (CEPO)

Hannah Robinson COMMUNICATIONS  
ADMINISTRATOR

Ash Randall AREA CARETAKER 

Alec Brindle ASSISTANT AREA CARETAKER

ENVIRONMENTAL ENFORCEMENT OFFICER  
David Barnes on 07909 520793 

Office Town Hall, Creed  
Street, Wolverton, MK12 5LY

Tuesday to Thursday  
9.30am to 3.30pm 

Phone 01908 326800

Email office@wolvertonandgreenleys 
towncouncil.gov.uk

Web  wolvertonandgreenleystown

council.gov.uk

 WandGTC

 Wolverton & Greenleys Town Council

 wolvertonandgreenleys

 wolvertongreenleystowncouncil

Serving the communities of Wolverton, Greenleys, Old Wolverton,  
Wolverton Mill, Stonebridge, Hodge Lea and Stacey Bushes.

WOLVERTON & GREENLEYS TOWN COUNCIL

WGTC do not endorse any of the businesses advertised or any views expressed in the featured articles.




