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LANTERN PARADE
Lanterns light up Wolverton’s streets for the 27th year 
running.

UPDATE
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...and much more! Read inside.
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CARNIVAL 2016
The date for this year’s carnival haas been set.
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Clerk's Editorial

WELCOME TO 2016!

In this edition we feature 
the work of Wolverton and 
Greenleys Town Council 
as we look ahead to the 
new financial year which 
starts on 1 April 2016.  We 
welcome questions about 
the work of the Town 
Council at any time and 
our council and committee 
meetings are open to the 

public. So come to see us at the Town Hall if ever you want to find out more. 
Our contact details are on the back page of the newsletter.

May 2016 will see the beginning of a new four year term for the council. This 
edition contains some information about how to stand for the Town Council 
when our 16 seats become vacant plus some useful sources for more detailed 
information. Candidates’ nomination papers must be submitted to the 
Returning Officer by 4 pm on Thursday 7 April and elections will take place 
on Thursday 5 May 2016. Remember to make sure that your name is on the 
electoral register so that you can use your vote if the elections are contested.

As we plan ahead we recognise that 2017 will be the 50th anniversary of Milton 
Keynes. We are already thinking about how we will mark this milestone.  If you 
have ideas or plans for community events/projects to celebrate please share 
them with us at an early stage to give us the chance to support you.

Part of the Town Council’s regular work involves liaison with MK Council. 
On 7 January we were visited by Carole Mills, Chief Executive of MK Council. 
Our MKC ward councillors and some of the town councillors were pleased 
to give her a conducted walking tour of Wolverton and Greenleys despite the 
chilly weather. This was a good opportunity to highlight problems as well as 
showing off some of our community facilities. In the next few months our 
existing councillors will continue speaking out for our community as we face 
the changes, challenges and opportunities that the year will bring.  

SANTA AT ORCHARD3
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Wolverton Town Band started off this event wonderfully at 4pm. 
Part of their programme was played by new young learners who 
are being taught an instrument by band members, free of charge. 

Judging by this performance they are all doing very well! The Evangel-
ical Church singers joined in the carols. Brian played his clarinet. Lots 
of furry animals were out for the evening, and many of the orchard 
trees were lit by fairy lights. Hungry Caterpillar lanterns adorned the 
fence. The arbour in the sensory garden housed a Christmas crib with 
life-sized figures.

The mulled wine and hot soup were popular, as were the cakes, cof-
fees and hot chocolate in the railway carriage and the burgers from 
the Barbecue.

Santa had moved into a bigger cabin this year, and delighted the chil-
dren as he always does. A glamorous Fairy Godmother and her Elf 
helper entertained the waiting queue.

SANTA AT ThE ORChARD

OuR NEXT EVENTS
Easter Egg Hunt and  
Easter Bonnet Competition 
on Saturday 26th March. 

The Wizards and Fairies Tea-party 
on Saturday 4th  June.

Wolverton-on-Sea 
on Sunday 17th July. 

Scarecrow Festival 
on Sunday 18th September. 

The MacMillan Coffee Morning 
will take place on Friday 23rd September. 

Apple Day 
on Saturday 15th October.

Winter Wonderland 
on Sunday 11th December.  

More information to be published nearer the time

Thank you to all that participated in this, 
we are pleased to confirm the following:

1st prize 
full page advert in the Newsletter and £100) 

- awarded to Shirley’s Thrift Shop 1

2nd prize 
(½ page advert in the Newsletter) 

- awarded to joint winners Age Concern (the Square) 
and Mrs B’s Emporium

3rd prize 
(¼ page advert in the Newsletter) 

- awarded to Ruth’s Floral Design

upDATE ON THE 
Best DresseD shop winDow 

2015

3
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Wolverton Farmers 
Market has been a regular 
feature of Wolverton 
life for eleven years now, 
that's a lot of markets! 

Every first and third 
Saturday of the month, in 
pretty much all weathers 
except the most extreme, 
our volunteers turn out 
to make sure fresh, local 
and fairly traded food is 
available for the people of 
Wolverton.

A unique feature of the 
market is its pop-up eco 
cafe, The Teapot. Run by 
volunteers, it provides hot 
and cold drinks (made 
with Fairtrade ingredients, 
organic milk) and 
served in china cups, 
homemade cakes and 
bread from Camphill 
Bakery. Sometimes there's 
also fresh produce from 
The Urb Farm, a project the 
market helped to get started.

WOLVERTON fARMERS MARkET

the 
teapot is looking 
for 

volunteers 

5

The Teapot is looking for volunteers. It's a perfect place to 
catch up on the local gossip, relax with like-minded folk and do 
something magical for your community. 

Volunteer for an hour serving, and a hot drink and slice of cake 
is yours! You don't have to volunteer every time; we get in touch 

to see who is available for each market. We also need volunteers to 
bake cakes and other delicious goodies.

Contact Maggie on 07928953094 or email maggiepem@uwclub.net
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At long last it looks like the Bloomer will again 
be on display for all the public to see!

Since 2006, when the public were consulted about whether they 
wanted to see the Bloomer on display in Wolverton there has been 
much to-ing and fro-ing. The Bloomer was transported back to the 
‘works’ from it site at Milton Keynes train station in 2007 where 
Railcare’ now Knorr-Bremse have kindly stored and cared for the 
Bloomer.

Unfortunately, in 2010 Railcare took the decision that they were 
unable to site the Bloomer in its entry way due to issues with the lease 
on their land. Since then plans had been afoot to site the Bloomer on 
a piece of land along Stratford Road, but again this did not come to 
fruition. 

We are pleased to announce that Milton Keynes Museum have 
agreed to site the Bloomer within its boundary for all to see as they 
enter McConnell Drive. Wolverton is proud of its railway heritage and 
is proud of the fact that the town has been a significant part of the 
railways since the 19th century. 

Wolverton & Greenleys Town Council, Milton Keynes Museum and 
Milton Keynes Council are currently working to have the Bloomer 
sited as soon as possible. 

NEW hOME fOR ThE bLOOMER

6
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 YOGA  
Bath House and Community Centre 

Tuesday pm 8-9.15 
Wednesday am 9.30-11 

   

       
All ages and abilities welcome 

 
Call Lisa on 01908 312107  

lisa.letschill@gmail.com 
www.letschill.co.uk  

 
PETE’S PLANTS &  

          GARDENING SERVICES 
 
General gardening work undertaken   
 
Fully insured 
Tel: 01908 313580 
Mob: 07531 292288 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

  

Bespoke Interiors Ltd

Est. 2009

marc@mdbespoke.co.uk / 07706 470 869 / www.mdbespoke.co.uk

Marc Davies

An award-winning cabinet-maker based in Wolverton; 
creating furniture that fits those awkward spaces, 

looks beautiful and lasts a lifetime

* Tailor-made furniture * Handmade Kitchens
* Fitted Wardrobes * Free-standing furniture

Call  to  arrange  a  free  quotation

8
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NEwS FROm GREENLEYS FIRST SCHOOL
where ChilDren Come first

On Friday 20th November 2015 the whole school celebrated the 40th 
Anniversary year of the school’s original opening.  The children were 
all given a piece of birthday cake to take home, as well as a bookmark 
designed for the occasion by the Headteacher, 
Mrs Sue Harrington.

The school has made many changes to provide the best possible 
environment for the children in school both inside and outdoors. If you 
have not been in for some time, all visits are warmly welcomed - just 
phone for an appointment

Our newest development is that we now have planning permission 
to increase the size of the main school building to improve our 
environment even further. We know how beneficial small group 

working is to young children and this will enable us to provide more 
spaces for children to work on key interventions with adults, which will 
accelerate their learning and progress.  

Greenleys First School continues to serve the needs of the children of 
Greenleys, Hodge Lea and many other local areas. We are dedicated 
to ensuring that children here are happy, and leave school with an 
excellent foundation to their educational journey.

We live by our strapline

“Where Children Come First”

Our school website address is www.greenleysfirstschool.org.uk.  

Please take a look!

hAPPY 40Th bIRThDAY GREENLEYS fIRST SChOOL!

This Charity can makes grants to individuals or groups that reside in 
the parishes of Wolverton and Stantonbury and in particular to art, 
science and related subjects. The areas of benefit include: Wolverton, 
Greenleys, Stantonbury, Hodge Lea, Fullers Slade, and the east part of 
Stony Stratford.

If you would like further details, then please contact the secretary, Miss. 
K. Phillips, 78 London Road, Stony Stratford, Milton Keynes, MK11 1JH. 

tel: 01908 563350 
e-mail:karen.phillips440@gmail.com

WOLVERTON SCIENCE AND ART INSTITUTE fUND  
A REGISTERED ChARITY

9
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Greenleys Junior School is..... 
 

 

‘OUTSTANDING’ 
Greenleys Junior School has been judged ‘Outstanding’ during its inspection late last year. The report 
was published on the Ofsted website on 11th January 2016. It can be found at 
www.reports.ofsted.gov.uk  and searching for Greenleys Junior School. 
 
We are all exceedingly pleased with the report and the recognition that Greenleys Junior 
School is one of the very best schools in Milton Keynes. Here are a few comments taken 
directly from the report: 
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
 
 
 
 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

There is a very well-articulated 
vision that is promoted by all 
members of the school’s 
community. The school’s ‘14 
Values’ are threaded through 
every aspect of school life.  
 

Governors carry out their roles 
extremely effectively and are 
totally committed to the school. 

Pupils feel very safe at school. They are 
well-supported by the school’s 
meticulous attention to detail for the 
safety of everyone. 
 

Teachers’ highly effective questioning ensures 
that pupils make outstanding progress.  
 

Greenleys Junior School is 
a fabulous place for pupils 
to learn. The headteacher 
provides exceptional 
leadership and teaching is 
outstanding. 
 

LEARNING for LIFE 

All those involved with the school are 
now working hard to maintain this 
excellent judgement and to keep 
driving forwards. 
 
As you can see from the picture, the 
children are rightly pleased with the 
outcome.  
 

 
Headteacher 
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wOLVERTON lantern paraDe
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Wolverton Lantern Festival would like to thank all of its volunteers, performers, 
traders and funders for making 2015's event truly memorable.  Faced with the 
windiest conditions in the Festival’s history, 'Storm Desmond' proved no match 
for the organisers and audiences.  It was a wonderful testament to the community 
spirit of our parish that so many people joined us to enjoy the afternoon’s 
entertainment and parade. 

There’ll be the chance to relive last year’s Festival thanks to the generosity of 
Simon Beckett http://factotumfilm.virb.com/  who has created a short film that 
captures the fantastic atmosphere of the day. 

Have you got any feedback from last year's festival? Got any ideas for this year? 
We'd love to hear from you.  Our AGM will be held on Tuesday 23 February at 
MK Christian Foundation from 7.30-9pm and you’re welcome to join us. 

We meet monthly throughout the year, and the wheels are already in motion for 
this year’s event, to be held on Saturday 3 December.  If you’re a local business 
that can offer anything in kind, an artist that would like to perform, or you're 
interested in volunteering a few hours here and there, please get in touch. 

Contact:
hannahkitchen@homecall.co.uk 
https://www.facebook.com/WolvertonLanternFestival/

Blow me Down!  
lanterns light up wolverton's 
streets for the 27th year running. 

12

Wolverton Society for Arts & Heritage was founded in 1997. It has been involved in the development of
the Secret Garden, The Community Orchard and celebrating the 175 Years Anniversary of Wolverton as a
Railway Town, culminating in the raising of the weather vane on the Library/Town Hall building. More
recently we have been showing both old and new films about Wolverton in the scout hut on Saturdays, and
we sent in our views on the proposed St.Modwen demolition of most of the Wolverton Works site to
Milton Keynes Council’s Planning Department.

Our current project is to commission an artwork to add interest to the entrance to Wolverton from the
station direction. See the details in another article.

If you are interested in this sort of thing, or you have ideas or projects you would like to see pursued,
then come along to one of our meetings. The Society meets at Wolverton Town Hall on the last
Monday of the month at 6.30 pm.

Contact Steve Eyres on 317576 or Hilary Saunders on 319271 for more information.
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We are calling on individuals, volunteer groups, businesses and schools to do their bit. You can 
start now and also take part in our Clean for The Queen weekend on March 4th, 5th and 6th 2016. 

Clean for The Queen is a campaign to clear up Britain in time for Her 
Majesty the Queen's 90th birthday, which will be officially celebrated 

in June 2016.

When she came to the throne litter was not the problem that it is today. Food packaging, 
plastic bottles, takeaway meals and cigarette butts have all contributed to a growing men-
ace that affects our wildlife, streets, countryside and sense of pride. What better way could 

we show our gratitude to Her Majesty than to clean up our country?

CLEAN FOR THE 

QUEEN

   
DONTRUBBISHWOLVERTON@GMAIL.COM 
Our Target:Zero Campaign aims to stop illegal dumping at 
the rear of properties and on the streets, causing a health 
hazard and a dirty environment. Fines of up to £50,000 
can be enforced and ASBO’s issued. Report these issues 
now to envservices@milton-keynes.gov.uk 

13
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DESIGN I MARKETING I PRINT
FREE

QuoTES 01908 889042
talk 

to us

paws for thought Dog show 

2016
THE bEST DOG SHOw EVER 

wILL bE bACk IN TOwN 
THIS YEAR!

www.charlieandleostudios.com

The date to put in your diary is Sunday 
May 22nd. We will be holding this event 
in Victoria Park again from 12.00 to 15.00. 
We don’t take ourselves very seriously 
so if you are interested in entering 
your pooch into one of the prestigious 
categories then please put this date in 
your diary! We will be publishing more 
details in the next newsletter.

If you would like to help us out during 
the planning or on the day then please 
let us know. We are always grateful for 
an extra pair of hands! If you or someone 
you know would like a stall at the event 
then please contact Dianne on 01908 
326800 or email diannebowyer@
wolvertonandgreenleystowncouncil.
gov.uk
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The idea is to launch a photography competition for amateur 
photographers for 13 images to be included in the calendar. Each 
entrant will be able to submit three photos in colour or black & white 
and the images must relate to the Wolverton & Greenleys area. The 
images need to be identifiable to a time of the year.

We plan to exhibit the entries and a shortlist will be made before a 
final decision is made as to whose photo deserves to be included 
in the calendar. Hard copies backed up by a digital image will only 
be acceptable. The calendars will then be sold throughout the 
community with the proceeds being donated to a charity yet to be 
decided. 

What we need from you! We would like you to start thinking 
about this so that once we announce the deadline date for submissions 
that you have your photos ready. Watch out in the next newsletter for 
more details!

Also, if you have any photos that you would like to be considered 
for the council’s website we would also like to hear from you. 

Please contact Dianne on 01908 326800 
or email diannebowyer@wolvertonandgreenleystowncouncil.gov.uk 
regarding either the calendar competition or the website. 

WOLVERTON CALENDAR 2017

wolverton & 

greenleys town CounCil 

has Been approaCheD 

aBout proDuCing 

a wolverton CalenDar 

for 2017

we neeD your 
mEmORIES!

Living Archive Milton Keynes is planning to make a film to mark 
the Queen’s 90th birthday that will tell the story of Wolverton’s 
connection with the Royal Train over the years – housing it, 
building it and staffing it. It will also feature the Queen’s different 
visits to Wolverton over the years. 

The film will be ready for the Queen’s Official birthday in June and there 
will be a special screening at the Scout Hall on June 11th.   In order 
to make the film as interesting as possible we need those of you with 
memories relating to the Royal Train to share them with us.  

- Did you ever work on the making or refurbishing of the Royal Train?
- Were you or a family member ever on the Royal Train staff?
- Have you special memories of the Queen’s visits to Wolverton, perhaps 
as a school child lining the route?  

Just as important as memories are photos, film and memorabilia.  

If you’d be prepared to share your memories or mementoes, then please 
contact either 
Bernice Taylor-Brown
email: jackobrien@talktalk.net or 
Roger Kitchen 
Tel: 07951537176 or email: rogerfkitchen@gmail.com

15
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Volunteers needed for one hour 

 

at The Radcliffe School, Wolverton, MK12 5BT 

• relaxed, one-hour speed networking with students 
• with other work guests, you answer student questions about your 

experiences of work 
• anyone can do it, whatever job you do or have done 
• no preparation needed, just turn up. 

Sign up now at www.worktree.org/events 
or call Worktree, MK employability charity, tel 01908 209940 

!  

Friday 05-Feb-16 8.45-9.45am Year 8 (aged 12-13 years)

Friday 12-Feb-16 8.45-9.45am Year 8 (aged 12-13 years)

16
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The DVD of the films screened at the Scout Hall in January will shortly be 
on sale.  Films include Wolverton Fireworks 2015, Out of the Ashes telling 
the story of the MK Museum fire 20 years ago, Wolverton Lantern Festival 
2015, Shopkeepers of Wolverton from 1995 and Scouting for Wolverton Boys, 
featuring the memories of Syd Pearson and the late Leo Coleman.  

It will be available from Mrs B’s Emporium in Church Street, MK Museum shop 
and on line from Living Archive Milton Keynes’ website –www.livingarchive.
org.uk.
Price £10 (post and packing extra if ordering on line.)

wolverton on film 5 DvD

Please take the time to visit The Secret Garden during the spring to 
see the wonderful display of daffodils, bluebells and white bells that 
will soon be emerging.

There is some extensive work needing to be carried out by experts 
on some of the trees this year but despite that if you have any time 
on your hands and feel like a bit of gentle exercise then please do not 
hesitate to join the loyal band of volunteers every Saturday morning 
between 10.00 and 13.00. The group carry out a variety of jobs, none 
of which are too taxing and enjoy a nice hot cuppa and biscuit during 
their tea break!

The group of volunteers rely on the donations to help with the 
upkeep of the garden made by the public when they host the summer 
concerts. Unfortunately last year the concerts did not happen as 
we could not find someone willing to organise them. We are now 
appealing for someone to come forward to organise with the help of 
the town council 3 or 4 concerts in the garden running monthly from 
May through to August. 

If you or anyone you know would like to help out with this task then 
please contact Dianne Bowyer on 01908 326800 or email 
diannebowyer@wolvertonandgreenleystowncouncil.gov.uk

the seCret garDen

17
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town topiCs 
wHAT buSINESS HAS YOuR TOwN COuNCIL bEEN DISCuSSING RECENTLY?

your town CounCil
READ mORE

18

ELECTIONS
stanD anD Deliver?

CCTV at Greenleys shops

Future of Hodge Lea Meeting Place
Wolverton 

Railway 
Works site 

Dropped kerb for Western Road Recreation Ground

Future 
of Wolverton 

Library
New website for the Town Council

Town Council 
Budget

and Precept 
2016/17  

Summer play 
activities in 

Wolverton and 
Greenleys

Milton Keynes 
Council Site 
Allocations 

Consultation

Getting the 
Bloomer back on 

public display

Clean for the 

Queen
Planned 

development of 

the Agora 
 ...and many more
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wHAT DOES 
wolverton anD greenleys 
town CounCil Do?

19

Wolverton and Greenleys Town Council is part of 
the first tier of local government, the community 
councils closest to the voters.  

Our councillors are elected through a democratic process and 
join a body of over 80,000 community and parish councillors in 
England and Wales who are focussed on very local issues. Our 
councillors make policy and strategy decisions about what we 
will do and our staff team work with them to implement these 
on a day to day basis. We currently employ a full-time Town Clerk 
(Council Manager), three part-time administrators/officers and 
two full-time caretakers.  We also provide one apprenticeship. 
The council is independent of MK Council.  All our activities are 
governed by UK and EU laws and codes of practice.

Wolverton and Greenleys Town Council aims to foster the well-
being of this neighbourhood. Our work falls into three main 
categories:

1. Representing the local community
2. Delivering services to meet local needs
3. Striving to improve the quality of life in Woverton   
    and Greenleys

Often we work with partners including statutory authorities, 
community groups and individuals.  We co-operate with MK 
Council to try to ensure effective delivery of their services in 
our area. We review all planning applications for Wolverton and 
Greenleys and we are consulted by MK Council on planning 

policy. We are the sponsoring body for the recently adopted 
Wolverton Neighbourhood Plan and will be the sponsor for any 
future neighbourhood plans.

Local services and events that WGTC provides directly or 
contributes to financially are outlined in the table at the bottom.

This is not an exhaustive list. As well as these activities we 
respond to the issues our councillors decide are most important 
for the area or which members of the public ask us to pursue. 
We also work hard to keep the community informed about 
what is going on locally. 

Where does our money come from?
Wolverton and Greenleys Town Council imposes a charge 
known as a precept on all Council Tax payers who live in our 
parish. This charge is collected for us by Milton Keynes Council 
as part of your overall Council Tax bill. WGTC can also receive 
grants and makes a charge for some of its services. Our finances 
are strictly regulated by legislation and our accounts and audit 
reports are available to view on our website or on request.  

What do you think we should do?
If you have an idea for a service or project in Wolverton and 
Greenleys or if you think there is a local problem that should 
be tackled please come and talk to us about it. Our councillor 
contact details are in this magazine and on our website and 
they and our staff team welcome your views. It’s your council so 
it’s up to you to hold us to account!

www.wolvertonandgreenleystowncouncil.gov.uk
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Q: Who are Town Councillors?

A: Ordinary members of the community aged 18 and over, they 
don’t need formal qualifications and they don’t need to be a 
member of a political party although there are some nationality 
and residence requirements. Councillors are people who want 
be champions for their community and make it a better place 
to live and work. Training is provided after election.
 

Q: What skills do Town Councillors need?

A: Common sense, a thick skin and a sense of humour! Actually 
the key capacities are to be open minded, informed and able to 
make a decision which can be justified to the voters. Councillors 
have to be able to listen and find out about how people think 
so they can exercise good judgement on behalf of the whole 
community (not just the people like them). Also the ability 
to communicate and act as an advocate is important. Energy 
and enthusiasm help as does a bit of patience -  the wheels of 
democracy can be frustratingly slow.  

Q: What do Town Councillors do?

A: They inform themselves, get involved and campaign on 
local issues, they volunteer at events, meet with different 
organisations, represent and support their residents, attend 
training and briefings and perhaps most importantly they make  
decisions about how to spend tax payers’ money locally and 
what services the Town Council will deliver.  

Q: How much time does it take?

A: Good councillors are very active in the community and 
many of them work full time and have busy family lives too - it’s 
difficult to pin down a specific amount of time. Our councillors 
attend two full council meetings a month on Thursday 
evenings; with attendance and preparation and their work in 
the community an average amount of time might be 3 hours 
per week throughout the year.  Of course, some spend more 
time than this on their council work some less.  

Q: What about pay?

A: Absolutely none!  Our councillors are all volunteers. We don’t 
expect anyone to be out of pocket because they’re a councillor 
though and we refund essential expenses.  Councillors tell 
me that the reward of taking office is the feeling that they are 
making a difference locally and putting something back into 
the community they feel passionate about.

Q: How do I find out more?

A: Come along to a full council meeting and observe what 
happens and make an appointment to see an officer for a chat. 
We can answer your detailed questions about what’s involved 
and how you stand for election. The links below will also guide 
you to more information.

National Association of Local Councils 
(information about town and parish councils)                         
http://www.nalc.gov.uk/

Electoral Commission  
(information about the election process)
http://www.electoralcommission.org.uk/

Milton Keynes Council 
(information about elections in this area)
http://www.milton-keynes.gov.uk/your-council-and-
elections/elections-and-register-to-vote/elections

Local Government Association 
(information about local government) http://www.local.gov.uk/

CoulD you Be a CounCillor?
In May 2016 all the 16 council seats on Wolverton and Greenleys Town Council will be up for election. Could you or 
someone you know take up the challenge of becoming a Town Councillor?  To help you decide Town Clerk Delia Shephard 
gives her answers to some frequently asked questions.

20

1 To be eligible a candidate must be a Commonwealth citizen or an EU citizen.  You must be at least 18 on the day of election (or nomination is there is no election) and be an elector. For the 12 months 
before the nomination you must have resided in the locality or within 3 miles of it or occupied (as owner or tenant) land or premises therein or had your principal or only place of work there. 
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Wolverton and Greenleys Town Council set its budget for 
2016/17 at a meeting on Thursday 14 January 2015.  It was 
agreed to increase the precept (charge levied on all Council Tax 
payers in Wolverton and Greenleys) by 3.95% which is expected 
to be in line with the increase to Milton Keynes Council Tax for 
2016/17.

For a Band D Council Tax payer this will represent an increase 
of £3.88 per year (or 7 p per week) with the total charge made 
by WGTC per Band D payer increasing from £98.34 in 2015/16 
to £102.22 in 2016/17. However most properties in Wolverton 

and Greenleys are Band A, B or C properties and the bills for 
residents of these properties will be proportionately less. 
 
This increase has been necessary chiefly because of the impact 
of the changes to the way  Council Tax Benefit is now paid and 
the continuing reduction in Council Tax Support Grant passed 
on to Wolverton and Greenleys Council.  

The Town Council’s detailed budget will be published on our 
website and is available for inspection at any time.   

STOP PRESS...TOWN COUNCIL bUDGET 2016/17
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People are sometimes confused about our 
responsibilities especially the following:

Rubbish Collection - Milton Keynes Council is directly 
responsible for emptying litter bins, domestic bin collections, 
street cleansing and waste recycling, fly-tipping on public land 
and environmental health. WGTC provides over 60 dog bins 
which we empty at least weekly, we provide some extra litter 
bins and our caretakers work with others to undertake extra 
waste removal when possible. We have no powers to issue 
penalty notices for littering or dog fouling.

Planning - Milton Keynes Council is the planning authority and 
decides whether or not to grant planning permission.WGTC 
expresses its opinion on individual planning applications. Our 
job is to represent the whole community in making these 
observations which must relate to material planning matters.  
The Town Council is also a consultee on planning policy. MK 
Council determines licensing applications but again WGTC 
may comment on behalf of the community.  WGTC also gets 
involved in the spending of financial contributions made by 
developers under S106 of the Town and Country Planning Act 
(as amended).  

Parking - Thames Valley Police and Milton Keynes Council both 
have powers to enforce parking restrictions and the police can 
issue penalties to motorists causing obstructions or committing 
other driving/parking offences.    We report problems and liaise 
with both organisations about parking problems but we can’t 
take enforcement action or impose restrictions.

Streetlights, Roads Pavements and Traffic – Milton Keynes 
Council is directly responsible for street lighting, footway and 
carriageway repairs, traffic calming and all issues relating to local 
roads which are not the responsibility of the national Highways 
Authority. (We report problems and work with MK Council 
and others on road safety issues; we regularly deploy our own 
Speed Indication Devices around the area which flash to remind 
speeding motorists to slow down.)

Parks and Play Equipment – Milton Keynes Council is 
responsible for the grounds and play equipment at Victoria 
Park, Western Road Recreation Ground and Greenleys MUGA 
(except for the floodlights at this MUGA). Wolverton and 
Greenleys Town Council provides play schemes and Youth 
Projects.

wHO Does what?
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Sincere thanks from Rotary !

Wolverton & Stony Stratford Rotary Club would like to say a very big 
thank you to all the members of the public who gave so generously to 
our Santa Tour around the northern parts of Milton Keynes and local 
supermarkets during December.

The Santa Tour raised the magnificent total of £6,400, which will be 
distributed to various local charities and community organisations.
Special thanks also go to all those who helped our members with 

the collections and to the management and staff of Budgens Stony 
Stratford, Tescos Wolverton and Sainsbury’s in Central Milton Keynes 
for kindly allowing us to collect at their stores.
Our thanks again to everyone.

Rtn Barry Love
Chair, Community Committee
Wolverton & Stony Stratford Rotary Club

ROTARY SANTA TOuR
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Wolverton and Greenleys Town Council employs 
a small team of staff.  

Some council staff are essential because they are the office 
holders who perform specific statutory obligations that are key 
to the internal administration of the council. The Town Clerk 
is the “proper officer” and the responsible financial officer who 
manages the staff team and is responsible for implementation 
of the council’s policies and decisions. 

The Town Clerk is supported by a part-time Assistant, Mandy 
Shipp who also supports our Planning Committee and looks 
after many existing services such as the allotments. Our part-
time Finance Administrator is currently on maternity leave so 
at the moment some of our book-keeping work is outsourced 
but we usually have a part-time Finance Administrator in the 
team who also supports the Town Clerk. We also employ a 
part time Projects Administrator, Dianne Bowyer who engages 
with the community to support local groups and to deliver 
community events and new projects. Our two caretakers Ash 
Randall and Alec Brindle maintain our properties and perform 
additional work in the community. They operate from premises 
in Greenleys and Green Lane. Ash and Alec are easily spotted 
out and about in their green uniform and our Town Council 
vehicle. Last but definitely not least our apprentice Faith 
Gyimah works full time in our office and combines her learning 
with administrative support for the whole team.

The Town Council office is open for drop-in visitors as 
follows:

10 am to 3 pm   Monday, Tuesday, Thursday, Friday
1 pm to 4 pm     Wednesdays

If you want to be sure of seeing a specific member of the team 
please ring ahead to make an appointment.  

town CounCil staff team

Wolverton and Greenleys Town Council owns its own premises 
on Creed Street Wolverton.  Milton Keynes Council leases part 
of the building from us for Wolverton Library.  We also have 
two meeting rooms which are available for public use and we 
lease other office space to local businesses in order to defray 
the costs of running the building.  At the moment we have no 
space for new tenants.

town hall



WOLVERTONGREENLEYS      FEB / MAR 2016      www.wolvertonandgreenleystowncouncil.gov.uk

  

SUSPENDED TIMBER FLOOR INSULATION  

We specialise in the installation of insulation to the ground floors of houses that have 
floor boards, including Victorian, Edwardian and homes constructed before the 
1970’s. 

Whether you want to reduce your fuel consumption, your impact on the environment  
or are just fed up with the wind howling up from inbetween your floorboards, we can 
help.  

You can choose to insulate one room or as many rooms as you want. 

Bookings are now being taken for December 2015 and January 2016 

Contact us to arrange a free survey/quote: 

Phone: 07732 752334  

Email: info@Sapwells.co.uk 

Website: Sapwells.co.uk 

Wolverton & Greenleys Town Council is planning a trip to 
Ploegsteert on Friday June 17th returning on Sunday June 
19th. 

The journey will be made by coach crossing the channel by ferry. 
The coach will leave Wolverton early Friday morning and will ar-
rive back in Wolverton late Sunday evening. The accommodation 
is booked in a Best Western Hotel in Ypres and includes breakfast. 
Members of Wolverton Town Band will be part of the delegation 
and will be performing in Belgium along with the Ploegsteert Har-
monie Band during the weekend. There will be other activities that 
the hosts will be organising plus some free 
time to explore. The price of the trip is 
is approximately £120.00 per person, 
but this may be subject to change. 
If you would like to be part of the 
trip or are interested in obtaining 
more details then please contact 
Mandy Shipp on 01908 326800 
or email: mandyshipp@wolver-
tonandgreenleystowncouncil.
gov.uk

TwINNING VISIT TO pLOEGSTEERT, 

bELGIum June 2016

A deposit of £50.00 is required to 
secure your place, please forward your 
payment to Mandy Shipp at WGTC office by 22nd April 2016. 

DEpOSITS 
FOR THE TwINNING VISIT

JuNE 2016
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DoBBies garDen Centre
The band began its packed Christmas schedule on 22 November, by 
bringing some festive cheer to shoppers at Dobbies Garden Centre in 
Fenny Stratford, and it was great to see lots of seasonal headgear on 
show.

wolverton lantern festival 
On 5 December, the band continued its musical activities in the run-
up to Christmas with an appearance at Wolverton Lantern Parade. 
The band played in The Square after the parade set off and while it 
made its way  round the streets, finishing when the parade arrived 
back at The Square.

Carols outsiDe waitrose
Once again, the band got shoppers into the festive spirit with Christmas 
carols at Waitrose’s Oakgrove store on Saturday 12 December.

Christmas ConCert
The band’s free admission Christmas Concert on 12 December was 
a fantastic success. The church was full, so much so that the Church 
Wardens had to bring out extra chairs! It was great to see so many 
people there - of all ages ranging from toddlers to senior citizens. It 
was the first time the band used its new music stands, which had 
been purchased using a grant from Wolverton and Greenleys Town 
Council. The new stands will enable the band to do more community 
activities – and look very smart in the process! It was especially nice 
to see our youngsters and developers taking part in the Christmas 
Concert, and everyone getting into the Christmas spirit with all 
their festive favourites. We were so pleased that everyone enjoyed 
themselves - the music, raffle and refreshments - and the people 
of Wolverton really showed their appreciation for their local band! 
Thanks to everyone for making it such a success. Look out for the 
band’s 2016 concerts.

Community orCharD
The band played carols at Wolverton Community Orchard's Christmas 
event, and was accompanied by a group of singers from a local church. 
It was another great opportunity for the band’s youngsters and 
developers to play a few pieces in public. Look out for our rising stars.

Carols at tesCo 
20 DECEMBER. Yet more festive cheer for shoppers - this time at the 
Tesco in Wolverton, with carols in the supermarket entrance on 20 
December. Once again, everyone got into the Christmas spirit and the 
people of the town were very generous in their support for their local 
band.

Caroling rounD the streets 
On five evenings throughout December, the band played carols to 
local residents door-to-door around the streets of Wolverton. It was 
great to see so many people supporting their local band, with many 
coming out to take photos, sing along and even dance! After the final 
evening stomping the streets, a small section of the band finished 
with a few festive tunes, drinks and mince pies at The Galleon pub, 
Old Wolverton.

playing rounD the Christmas 
tree on Christmas eve 
As is tradition, the band finished the year playing carols round the 
Christmas tree in The Square on Christmas Eve afternoon. Once again, 
it was supported by singers from a local church and it was a great 
end to the year with everyone getting into the Christmas spirit and 
sporting festive headgear, tinsel and colourful lights.

buSY FESTIVE TImE FOR 

wolverton town BanD
Wolverton Town Band had a busy time in the run-up to Christmas, bringing festive cheer to the people of Wolverton 
and Milton Keynes, with a full schedule of seasonal events. 

Around £2,800 was raised over the Christmas period. Everyone at Wolverton Town Band would like to say a heartfelt thank-you to the 
exceptionally generous people of the town and to all our friends for their ongoing support. We welcome our new members and wish 

everyone a peaceful and prosperous 2016. We look forward to playing for you during the rest of the year.
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Free independent information 
and advice 
 

An Age UK Milton Keynes adviser can help with 
queries on most aspects of life 

• At Wolverton & Greenleys Town Council offices,   
  Wednesdays 10am to 1pm 
• At Wolverton Health Centre, Gloucester Road, 
   Thursdays 10am to 1pm 
• No appointment necessary 

Registered charity 1079773 www.ageukmiltonkeynes.org.uk 

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

To find out more about how we can help 
please call 01908 550700 

28



WOLVERTONGREENLEYS      FEB / MAR 2016      www.wolvertonandgreenleystowncouncil.gov.uk

Wolverton Community Orchard 

WEED & FEED DAYS 
Every Tuesday  

between 10am and 3pm 

Come and weed with us and we 
will provide tea, coffee, cold 

drinks & cakes! 

We need more occasional helpers to keep  
this public garden looking good. 

Please help if you can find the time. 

For more information ring Yvonne on 
 01908 320405 or Mandy on 01908 319719
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Wolverton Senior Citizens' Coffee Club have been getting into the spirit 
of Christmas at their recent Thursday meeting enjoying a welcome 
return of The New City Slickers singing festive songs and reciting 
monologues, plus all the old favourites for a singalong and flag waving. 

One of the Club's members, Maureen Dackcombe caused much 
laughter with her rendition of… ”with her head tucked underneath her 

arm".  There was a colourful atmosphere in the room with flags, table 
centres and mince pies, each member also received a small gift.

A moment’s reflection was held for one of the Club’s most regular 
members, Leo Coleman who died on 28th November. Meeting on the 
top floor of Foundation House members enjoy getting together every 
Thursday morning for coffee and a good catch-up. 

wOLVERTON SENIOR CITIzENS' 
Coffee CluB Christmas get together
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Wolverton Society for Arts & Heritage was founded in 1997. It has been involved in the development of
the Secret Garden, The Community Orchard and celebrating the 175 Years Anniversary of Wolverton as a
Railway Town, culminating in the raising of the weather vane on the Library/Town Hall building. More
recently we have been showing both old and new films about Wolverton in the scout hut on Saturdays, and
we sent in our views on the proposed St.Modwen demolition of most of the Wolverton Works site to
Milton Keynes Council’s Planning Department.

Our current project is to commission an artwork to add interest to the entrance to Wolverton from the
station direction. See the details in another article.

If you are interested in this sort of thing, or you have ideas or projects you would like to see pursued,
then come along to one of our meetings. The Society meets at Wolverton Town Hall on the last
Monday of the month at 6.30 pm.

Contact Steve Eyres on 317576 or Hilary Saunders on 319271 for more information.
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Initial designs should be handed in C/o the Town Hall Office in an envelope marked WSAH Art 
Project’ by the Friday 19th of February. The best designs will be short-listed and those artists asked 
to come to meet some members of WSAH to talk further about their ideas. We hope to have the 

art work installed by the Summer. 
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DIARY   DATES

1st
13.15 Toddler Group
Evangelical Church

10.00 Weed & Feed
Community Orchard

20.00 Yoga
The Old Bath House

2nd
09.30 Yoga
The Old Bath House

4th
16.30 Explorers
Evangelical Church

18.00 Adventurers
Evangelical Church

5th
10.00 Who let the Dad's out?
Bushfield School

8th
13.15 Toddler Group
Evangelical Church

10.00 Weed & Feed
Community Orchard

20.00 Yoga
The Old Bath House

9th
09.30 Yoga
The Old Bath House

10th
19.00 Full Council Meeting
Town Hall

5th
8.45 Career Workout Sessions
The Radcliffe School

16.30 Explorers
Evangelical Church

18.00 Adventurers
Evangelical Church

6th
10.00 Who let the Dad's out?
Bushfield School

9th
13.15 Toddler Group
Evangelical Church

10.00 Weed & Feed
Community Orchard

20.00 Yoga
The Old Bath House

10th
09.30 Yoga
The Old Bath House

11th
19:00 Full Council Meeting
Town Hall

12th
8.45 Career Workout Sessions
The Radcliffe School

16.30 Explorers
Evangelical Church

18.00 Adventurers
Evangelical Church

15th-19th
11.00 Half Term Activities
Milton Keynes Musuem

16th
13.15 Toddler Group
Evangelical Church

10.00 Weed & Feed
Community Orchard

20.00 Yoga
The Old Bath House

17th
09.30 Yoga
The Old Bath House

19th
16.30 Explorers
Evangelical Church

18.00 Adventurers
Evangelical Church

Deadline for local artists project
Town Hall

23rd
13.15 Toddler Group
Evangelical Church

20.00 Yoga
The Old Bath House

24th
09.30 Yoga
The Old Bath House

25th
19.00 Full Council Meeting
Town Hall

26th
16.30 Explorers
Evangelical Church

18.00 Adventurers
Evangelical Church

29th
18.30 Wolverton Society for Arts & Heritage
Town Hall

www.wolvertonandgreenleystowncouncil.gov.uk

marCh

feBruary
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DIARY   DATES

1st
13.15 Toddler Group
Evangelical Church

10.00 Weed & Feed
Community Orchard

20.00 Yoga
The Old Bath House

2nd
09.30 Yoga
The Old Bath House

4th
16.30 Explorers
Evangelical Church

18.00 Adventurers
Evangelical Church

5th
10.00 Who let the Dad's out?
Bushfield School

8th
13.15 Toddler Group
Evangelical Church

10.00 Weed & Feed
Community Orchard

20.00 Yoga
The Old Bath House

9th
09.30 Yoga
The Old Bath House

10th
19.00 Full Council Meeting
Town Hall

11th
16.30 Explorers
Evangelical Church

18.00 Adventurers
Evangelical Church

12th
14.30 Wolverton on Film 6
Scouts Hall

15th
13.15 Toddler Group
Evangelical Church

10.00 Weed & Feed
Community Orchard

20.00 Yoga
The Old Bath House

16th
09.30 Yoga
The Old Bath House

18th
16.30 Explorers
Evangelical Church

18.00 Adventurers
Evangelical Church

22nd
13.15 Toddler Group
Evangelical Church

10.00 Weed & Feed
Community Orchard

20.00 Yoga
The Old Bath House

23rd
09.30 Yoga
The Old Bath House

24th
19.00 Full Council Meeting
Town Hall

25th
16.30 Explorers
Evangelical Church

18.00 Adventurers
Evangelical Church

19.00 Full Council Meeting
Town Hall

26th
14.00 Community Orchard easter Egg Hunt
Community Orchard

29th
13.15 Toddler Group
Evangelical Church

10.00 Weed & Feed
Community Orchard

20.00 Yoga
The Old Bath House

30th
09.30 Yoga
The Old Bath House

1st
16.30 Explorers
Evangelical Church

18.00 Adventurers
Evangelical Church

2nd
10.00 Who let the Dad's out?
Bushfield School

5th
10.00 Weed & Feed
Community Orchard

20.00 Yoga
The Old Bath House

6th
09.30 Yoga
The Old Bath House

8th
16.30 Explorers
Evangelical Church

18.00 Adventurers
Evangelical Church

22nd
Twining Trip - Deposit due
Town Hall

www.wolvertonandgreenleystowncouncil.gov.uk

april
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The deadline for articles and adverts for the next issue is Friday 4th March 2016

If you wish to be a new advertiser please contact us on 01908 326800 and we will forward a booking form to you. We can arrange for ads to be designed 
by our publisher and will gladly pass on their contact details to you if you would like them to design an ad for you. There will be a charge for this. If you 
run a community group or organisation and would like to contribute to the next issue, please contact us on 01908 326800. All issues are A4 in size. We 

gladly accept text in Word format and images in JPEG format..

Wolverton & Greenleys Carnival working group are already making plans 
for this year’s carnival. The date has been set at Saturday June 4th. 

The working group meet on a monthly basis and are looking for some help to 
organise this year’s event. Are you able to spare some time and share your skills? 
Would you like to be part of an amazing and exciting event? It may be that you 
can’t spare a lot of time during the year to attend meetings and take on some 
tasks but would be happy to help out on the day. 

If you are at all interested then please call Dianne Bowyer on 01908 326800 or 
email diannebowyer@wolvertonandgreenleystowncouncil.gov.uk

wOLVERTON & GREENLEYS 

Carnival 2016
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ContaCt your town CounCillors:

Hodge Lea Ward:
Pamela Johnstone on 01908 313639
Kevin Keenan, Vice Chair of Council on 07736 071567 or
kevkeenan@hodge-lea.com

Greenleys Ward:
Ellen Robinson on 07415 059108
Terri Henry at t_roberts83@hotmail.co.uk
Beverley Sabey on 07913 920394

Wolverton East Ward:
Jess Holroyd on 01908 315342 
Tom Bulman on 01908 315090 
Paul Sedgwick on 01908 320512
Stephen Bryant on 01908 313005

Wolverton West Ward:
Hilary Saunders, Chair of Personnel Committee 
on 01908 319271
Mike Galloway, Chair of Planning Committee 
on 07789 680420 or mike@wolverton.org.uk
Adrian Moss on 07905 319140 or adrian@bagpuss-and-baxter.org.uk
Patricia Gates on 07811 256427 or pat.gates@sky.com
Samera Mukadam at samerariaz@gmail.com

Stacey Bushes Ward:
Janet Irons on 01908 222651
Ansar Hussain, Chair of Council on 07742 637638
or at cllr.hussain@gmail.com

Milton Keynes Ward Councillors:
Peter Marland, Tel: 07769 365316 or email:  
peter.marland@milton-keynes.gov.uk
Norman Miles, Tel: 07874 885 924 or email:  
norman.miles@milton-keynes.gov.uk
Robert Middleton, Tel: 07849 725830 or email:  
robert.middleton@milton-keynes.gov.uk 
 
 

Drop-in Surgeries:
Wolverton Town Hall 10:00 - 10:30 on Saturdays. 
Labour Hall, New Bradwell last Friday of every month 18:00. 
No appointment needed. Appointments can also be arranged 
at any time throughout the year. Please get in touch.

ADDRESS: 
Town Hall,  
Creed Street,  
Wolverton 
MK12 5LY

TELEPHONE: 
+44 (0)1908 326800

OFFICE OPEN HOURS: 
Monday, Tuesday, Thursday & Friday 10:00 - 15:00
Wednesday 13:00 - 16:00

For environmental issues call for the Area Caretakers 
on 01908 326800 during office hours

STAFF:

Delia Shephard - Town Clerk
Mandy Shipp – Assistant to the Town Clerk
Dianne Bowyer - Projects Officer
Faith Gyimah – Administration Apprentice
Ashley Randall - Area Caretaker
Alec Brindle - Assistant Caretaker

Email: office@wolvertonandgreenleystowncouncil.gov.uk

Website: www.wolvertonandgreenleystowncouncil.gov.uk

WGTC do NOT endorse any of the businesses advertised or any views expressed in the featured articles.

www.wolvertonandgreenleystowncouncil.gov.uk

WOLVERTON 
GREENLEYS

TOWN COUNCIL
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eleCtions are Coming

Do you care about your community?
If you care about Wolverton and Greenleys and the issues facing local people, you could be a councillor. Perhaps 
you enjoy reading the local newspaper and often have a strong opinion on the issues you read about. You may 
enjoy talking to friends and colleagues about what’s going on in the area. You may feel that certain sections of the 
community or people who live in a particular neighbourhood are getting a raw deal and need stronger representation.  

Perhaps you know someone else who would make a good councillor?  
Could you make a difference in Wolverton and Greenleys?  Then your Town Council 
needs you!

Elections are due to be held on Thursday 5th May 2016

11Th FeB

25Th FeB

10Th March

24Th March

14Th apriL

28Th apriL

12Th MAY annuaL ToWn counciL 

MeeTing (agM) FuLL counciL

26Th MAY annuaL ToWn MeeTing and 

FuLL counciL

find out 

more 

inside

www.wolvertonandgreenleystowncouncil.gov.uk

fULL COUNCIL 
MEETING DATES:
aLL MeeTings are heLd aT 
The ToWn haLL FroM 19:00

Town Hall,  
Creed Street,  

Wolverton 
MK12 5LY


