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Interim Clerk’s Editorial
Welcome to the August /September
edition of the Wolverton and Greenleys
Newsletter.

It’s hard to believe that I am nearly at the
end of my temporary placement here but
what an opportunity and experience I
have had! I am privileged to have spent
time as Interim Clerk to Wolverton and

Greenleys Town Council and to have got to know the parish better.

Best of all are the people I have met; the staff at the Town Hall, who
are hardworking, diligent and so caring of the area, always going
that extra mile to ensure a good job is done. You may not be aware
but our apprentice Faith has been responsible for the design and
layout of this and the last newsletter, what an amazing achievement!

The Councillors, who put so much of their free time into the good of
the community, should all be thanked and applauded. We do still
have some councillor vacancies, so if you are interested in joining
the team I would be delighted to hear from you.

Events were held at both the MK Rose in Campbell Park and The
Square in Wolverton to commemorate the 100th anniversary of the
death of the young and brave Albert French, who went to London to
sign up to the first world war because the locals here would have
known he was too young, he died in action in Belgium whilst still just
16 years old.

The Twinning trip to Ploegsteert in June was a roaring success. The
Belgians were brilliant hosts providing a wonderful weekend of
entertainment, including guided tours around the battle fields of
Ploegstreet and a fantastic concert of the Town Bands from both
Wolverton and Ploegsteert.

The wonderful and hardworking Britain in Bloom team have been
working tirelessly to brighten the town and regardless of the outcome
due to be announced in September, they all need a massive “thank
you” for the work that they have all undertaken voluntarily. A huge
“thank you” also goes to the residents who are watering and tending
the planters outside their homes and to those that have made an
effort to make the town look attractive. The theme this year is
“Greening the Grey Streets” which is why the concentration of efforts
has been in the areas with no front gardens.

The wall at the Town Hall car park has had an impressive makeover,
giving a much improved entrance into the town from the station.
Watch the space for the lovely artwork that has been commissioned
by the Wolverton Arts and Heritage Society, it may even be there by
the time this reaches you!

Jane Brushwood

Interim Town Clerk

INSIDE

AND MUCH MORE

04
DOG SHOW

06
IT’S IN THE SQUARE

11
GET SET FOR PLAY

13,14
TWINNING

20
DIARY DATES

21
SCHOOLS



WOLVERTONGREENLEYS AUG/SEP 2016 www.wolvertonandgreenleystowncouncil.gov.uk3



WOLVERTONGREENLEYS AUG/SEP 2016 www.wolvertonandgreenleystowncouncil.gov.uk4

…Oops Wrong Show!

Wolverton’s Paws for Thought Dog Show 2016

Sunday May 22nd brought a lovely sunny day in
what had been a pretty miserable run up to the
event so we were very grateful for sunshine. This
year the working group had increased the
number of classes and made some changes to
the categories. New to the list was Best Young
Handler allowing the younger people to take part,
Best Golden Oldie aimed at those dogs in their
latter years to show off their prowess and Best
Rescue Dog for those unfortunate dogs that had
ended up in the rescue centre.

There was a really good turn out with over 40
dogs registering on the day. The nominated
charity this year was Hearing Dogs for the Deaf
and the volunteers from the organisation agreed
to take on the task of registering the dogs on the
day – no easy task as there was so many of
them! The prizes for the winners were supplied
by Burns Pet Food courtesy of Prime Pet
Supplies of Church Street who also kindly offered
to judge the categories for us. They had a really
hard task on their hands as there were so many
good entries in all of the classes throughout the
day. We can’t thank them enough for the time
and effort and enthusiasm that they contributed
to the day.

We had a great variety of stalls for people to
browse and purchase from, a bouncy castle for
the children as well as face painting. The hot and
cold refreshment were provided by Blue
Mountain Yard from Wolverton Mill. In all,
everyone had a great time and we raised over
£250.00 for the charity! The working group would
like to take this opportunity to thank everyone
involved in making this such a successful day
and we look forward to planning for next year’s
event.
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It’s In the Square 2016
The 14th annual event of ‘It’s in the Square’ was a roaring success with the sun making a welcomed
appearance throughout the day, so there was no need for any brollies!  The caretaking team from
WGTC and the working group worked tirelessly throughout the day to ensure that this year’s event ran
as smoothly as possible.

The preparations for the day’s event began bright and early with the setting up the gazebos,
marquees, stages, bouncy castle, tables and chairs ready for the action to begin just after 12 noon.

‘The House’ from Radcliffe School kicked off the event on time and from there followed on the rest of
the acts including ‘Bushfield Dancers’, ‘Greenleys School Choir’.  Wolverton based Punk Rock band
and first timers for It’s in the Square ‘Crash Induction’ who provided us with a treat along with
performances from the Rashique Belly Dancers and Concrete Circus crew who had us gasping.
Great performances too from up and coming bands, ‘Padding Needed’ ‘Switch’ and the ‘The Further
adventures of the Vodka Boys’ so watch this space!

The headline band this year was Soul Fever who provided a throwback to the 60’s and 70’s soul
classics, with  covers of ‘Sweet Soul Music’ and ‘Do you love me’ getting the crowd dancing and
singing along, ending the evening on a high note

Special thanks to all who made the event a success and for those who gave their time to help out, with
the setting up, dismantling, organising, litter picking etc.  Special thanks to Patrick and the sound crew
and Caz and Danni for MC’ing. The list goes on and the event would not be able to happen without
everyone’s support!
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During the month of Ramadan, Muslims observe
a strict fast and participate in pious activities such
as charitable giving and peace-making. It is a time
of intense spiritual renewal for those who observe
it. At the end of Ramadan, Muslims throughout the
world observe a joyous three-day celebration call
Eid al-Fitr (the Festival of Fast-Breaking).
Eid, is an important religious holiday celebrated by
Muslims worldwide. The religious Eid is a single
day during which Muslims are not permitted to fast.
The holiday celebrations the conclusion of the 29
or 30 days of dawn-to-sunset fasting during the
entire month of Ramadan. The day of Eid, therefore
falls on the first day of the month of Shawwal. This
is the tenth month of the lunar Islamic
calendar. Shawwal means to 'lift or carry'; so
named because a female camel normally would
be carrying a fetus at this time of year.
The date for the start of any lunar Hijri month
(Islamic calendar) varies based on the observation
of new moon by local religious authorities, so the
exact day of celebration varies by locality.
However, in most countries, it is generally
celebrated on the same day as Saudi Arabia.
Before the day of Eid, during the last few days of
Ramadan, each Muslim family gives a determined
amount as a donation to the poor. This donation is

of either money or actual food – rice, barley, dates,
etc. – to ensure that the needy can have a holiday
meal and participate in the celebration. This
donation is known as sadaqah al-fitr (charity of
fast-breaking).
On the day of Eid, Muslims gather early in the
morning in outdoor locations or mosques to
perform the Eid prayer. This consists of a sermon
followed by congregational prayer.
After the Eid prayer, Muslims usually scatter to visit
various family and friends, give giftsto each other
(especially to children) and make phone calls to
distant relatives to give well wishes for Eid. New
clothes are worn and traditional dishes are
prepared so these can be enjoyed by friend and
family. These activities traditionally continue for
three days.

Ansar Hussain,

Chairman WGTC

AN EXPLANATION OF RAMADAN AND EID
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A Celebratory Summer at St George’s!
Her Majesty’s 90th Birthday was a wonderful occasion where over 150 people joined us at St
George’s Church as we gave thanks for the Queen’s life, in a wonderful service of hymns and
prayers.  And to round it all off we had a great afternoon tea together with cakes, scones and
sandwiches and a rather special 90th Birthday Cake!

We were also delighted that St
George’s also hosted an
Ordination Service for the

Diocese of Oxford and it was a
very special day to see seven
brand new priests, including
our own curate Ann Kember!

The Royals
The Royals had its Premier on 11th June to coincide
with The Queen's Official Birthday. It was a proud
afternoon for the people of Wolverton when they
gathered in The Scout Hall to see and listen to the
story of The Royal Trains through the ages and of The
Queen's visits to The Works, the contributors told their
stories of behind the scenes past and present,  the
history of the train and of its unique association with
Wolverton.

Pictured are Mike Corbett, Bernice Taylor-Brown, who
told her father's stories from the time of George VI,
Alan Bavington, Chris Hillyard,  foreman for many
years, Roger Tanner, Colin Butler, talking about his
Dad, Stan's long and loyal service to the Train and
Jack Walsh.
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The Ploegsteert Experience June 2016
This year’s visit coincided with the 100th Anniversary of the death of
Albert French who died 15th June 1916 at aged 16, whilst in action in
Ploegsteert where he is now buried.  Wolverton became twinned with
Ploegsteert as a result of a chance discovery of his wartime letters to
home being discovered.

On the weekend of 17th of June a delegation of 62 people made up of
local residents, members of the Youth Network, Wolverton Town Band,
the Western Front Association, Wolverton and Greenleys Town Councillors and myself made the
journey to Ploegsteert for a packed itinerary to remember Albert French and join in with the
celebrations that our Belgian counterparts provided.

On the Saturday morning, we were all invited to meet at the Town Hall in Comines,
where we were met by the Bourgmestre (Town Mayor) and various officials, local
residents and the Town Band, along with Albert French’s niece and nephew Ann
Lee-Smith and John French.  A speech to celebrate our Towns being twinned
officially for ten years followed, along with a presentation of gifts including; a gift
from the mayor of Milton Keynes to the Bourgmestre.  After this ceremony we were
whisked off to lunch at the ‘Ice Mountain’, and were treated to a guided tour around
the battle fields including the ‘Christmas Truce Memorial’, a very humbling
experience.   Our delegation of youths from YNMK were given the opportunity to
meet up with their youth counterparts in the afternoon and engaged in a bowling
activity, this was hugely successful event for all those involved – meantime Belgium
were winning against Northern Ireland in the Euros!

On Saturday evening all local residents, officials and our visiting
party were invited to the local sports hall to be entertained with a
joint concert between Wolverton Town Band and their band
Harmione Royal.  As well as providing individual performances,
both bands provided a joint stint with some excellent pieces
including ‘Eye of the Tiger’, ‘Bohemian Rhapsody’ and a duet of
the ‘Posthorn Gallop’. The evening was a huge success and
many of the audience participated in the ‘Conga’ that danced
around the hall!

Sunday morning’s activities began with both bands marching from Ploegsteert towards Albert
French’s grave at Hyde Park Cemetery, where a memorial ceremony took place, followed by wreath
laying and readings of Albert’s letters in English and French from the respective members of the youth
Groups.  The Last Post and both national anthems were played giving us all time to reflect on those
who lost their lives in the Great War….

The weekend was truly successful and a great time was had by all, young and old…look forward to
welcoming the Belgians here next year to celebrate with us.

If anyone wishes to become involved with helping to organise the events for Twinning, or being
involved in part of the Twinning Working Group,  please contact Mandy Shipp at the office on 01908
326800 or via email on: Office@wolvertonandgreenleystowncouncil.gov.uk

Report by Mandy Shipp and Joanne Fensome



The WFA Take Part in the Twinning Again!
Once again an excellent organised trip allowed some of us from the WFA to join in with the
commemorations for Albert French and all who served and fell in the Ploegsteert area.

Remembrance, education and comradeship is high on our minds and we were delighted to be joined
by not just Ann, but her brother as well. There is a remarkable resemblance between John and his
Uncle. This is truly what makes the Great War and its study so central to understanding living history
and current affairs, not as some long lost battle in a history book.

We had a lovely group of youngsters with us and we had great guides to the area. Silent pickets
especially made folks think about what it was really like 100 years ago, and the lasting effects upon
the land and lives. We were able to pay our respects at the Menin Gate service and the playing of the
Last Post was the best I have ever heard.

The new Visitors’ Centre is a triumph, allowing people to understand the static nature of the war and
the circumstances lads like Albert encountered, being visually and dramatically informative.

Jane Wood, Representative WFA

 On Wednesday 15th June, the Mayor of Milton Keynes,
Councillor Steve Coventry, laid a wreath at Wolverton War
Memorial in remembrance of exactly one hundred years since
local boy Rifleman Albert French was killed in Ploegsteert,
Belgium.

Wolverton Town band played for the occasion and Roger
Kitchen told us the story of Albert French. Town Councillor Jo
Fensome, Chair of our Twinning Committee, told us about the
imminent twinning visit to Ypres and Ploegsteert.
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Wolverton Community Orchard
We all had a wonderful time at the Wizards and Fairies Royal Garden Party on June 4th. We were
entertained by Punch and Judy and talented musicians. The children enjoyed the wizardy trail,
planting sunflowers, making crowns and having their faces painted. We were superbly fed with a BBQ
and gorgeous cakes and treats. Many thanks to all who were involved and all who visited or donated
cakes. All profits go to the upkeep and continual improvement of your orchard by volunteers. If you
want to be involved we meet on Tuesdays from 10 till 3. (if you can’t make Tuesdays then do get in
touch anyway). For more info call Mandy on 01908 319719 or Yvonne on 01908 320405.

Special event!! Come and paint our fabulous dragon!  Tuesday 26th July between 10am and 1pm.
Children need to be accompanied by a responsible adult and wear suitable old clothes. All paints and
brushes will be provided. Why not bring a picnic too? We are also making mini- scarecrows for the
scarecrow festival in September! All welcome!

Wolverton Community Orchard Group wish to thank Knorr-Bremes Railservices (UK) Limited for
their kind donation to help with the Restoration of Our Old Victorian Railway Carriage.
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August 2016
1st - 24th 14.00-16.30 Get Set For Play Summer Sessions (see page 11)

14th 14.00-16.00 Musical Summer Sundays at the Secret Garden

DIARY DATES

September 2016

3rd & 4th 11.00- 16:30 1940’s Weekend at MK Museum

8th 19.00 Full Council Meeting at the Town Hall

8th-11th 11.00-16.30 Beer Festival at MK Museum

11th 11.00-16.00 Medieval Family Fun Day at Bradwell Abbey

15th 19.00 Planning Committee Meeting at the Town Hall

17th & 18th 11.00-16.30 Transport Weekend at MK Museum

18th 11.00-16.00 Scarecrow Festival at The Community Orchard

22nd 19.00 Full Council Meeting at the Town Hall

1st and 3rd Saturday of each month Farmers Market, at the Town Hall Car Park
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Wolverton Bowls Club
The image most people have of the game of bowls is that it is played in shirtsleeves, on warm sunny
afternoons and evenings.  However that is not always the case.  For one Sunday in June the BBC
weather forecast was predicting Thunderstorms and heavy rainfall, with localised flooding in some
areas, and during the final stages of our friendly game against Bletchley Town the predicted deluge
duly arrived.  We certainly had the heavy rainfall and as can be seen from the photo, and we most
definitely had the localised flooding, as within half an hour the green was totally inundated.  They say
it never rains but it pours, and within a few days another storm arrived and the green was flooded
again. As a footnote to this, our bowling green, originally constructed over a hundred years ago was
able to drain all the water away, and was fit to play on the next day.

Also during June we also had a very successful coach outing to play against Hunstanton Bowls Club,
which proved very popular, and could be repeated next year.  As this outing was enjoyed by all, the
club is now also contemplating a longer tour for next year, perhaps to somewhere on the Sussex
coast, to play against three clubs in the Worthing area
over the course of a long weekend.

Meanwhile, our season continues until the end of
September, with competitive and friendly games still to
be played.

For further information please contact:-
Bruce Goldsmith - tel.no.  01908 310514  or
Dave Tysoe - tel. no.  07746954164
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Grant: Ridgeway Centre
On Monday 1st February at 10am we opened our doors at the Ridgeway
Centre for our first session of short mat bowls. Since then we have met
every Monday morning (apart from Bank Holidays) and played for a couple
of hours. Numbers vary from six to twelve so far, but we have a list of
sixteen possible people who could turn up on any Monday morning to play.

It is a time of fun with light exercise but also a time of friendship and
support for those in challenging circumstances, currently a partner facing major heart surgery, a family
grieving the loss of a dear son. We also share the joys of grandchildren and chat about the weather!

We look forwarding to welcoming more people as the weeks go by. The group is open to anyone, of
any age who would like to have some fun sending bowls up the short mat and trying to get nearest the
jack.

We are extremely grateful for the grant we received from Wolverton and Greenleys Town Council that
contributed towards the equipment we needed to buy to set this club up, and we would like to invite
Wolverton and Greenleys residents to join us in the use of these facilities and enjoy playing with us.

Richard and Sandra Belsham
New Life Church
The Ridgeway Centre

Wolverton Town Cricket Club Fixtures 2016
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‘JOIN IN THE SUMMER FUN’ at Wolverton Tennis Club!
Do you know what to do with the kids this School Summer Holiday?  Why not join your local tennis
club!  Did you know that you can play 9 -5pm during the day Monday to Friday with or without your kids
for just £35 each a year and kids memberships start at just £30 a year– that is less than £3 a month!  A
fun and cheap way to enjoy fresh air, get fit and make new friends!   We also offer coaching for
beginners for as little as £3 a session.

We have special events all year (see above pic of a few of our members at the Davis Cup Event in the
City on 14 May) – this Summer come along to the Club and find out more about us at one of our
delicious open BBQ’s being held on Saturday 23 July 1 – 7pm and Saturday 20 August from 5-8pm
with food from just £1 or just call or email us with any queries.

Thanks to our Sponsors:  Harmony Beauty Studio, The Grange Indian Restaurant, Maisies Superstore,
Bar Bar Black Sheep, The Treatment Lab & Thinkin in Circles

– Child Members got free coaching between April & July this year!

For More Info Contact: diane.harding@norfolkhouse-uk.com or Telephone Pete Tolaini on
07954 238211 / 07740 004548 www.wolvertontennisclub.co.uk
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BEWARE OF DOUBLE GLAZING SALESMEN!

If you live in the Wolverton Conservation Area, you sometimes need planning permission from
Milton Keynes Council to do certain home improvements. The attached map shows the streets
where this applies. Do not be taken in by window salesmen and the like who tell you that you can go
ahead without permission!

Permission is needed for changes to  doors, windows, roofs, chimneys, gates and walls and quite a
lot of other works, including satellite dishes, where these face the street. Works at the back are not
usually included. But you will need to check with MKC, permission is free and can avoid a lot of
expense, worry and possibly having to remove the work in question.

For further information contact MK Council’s Development Control Section on 01908 691691.
Information can be found online by searching for Wolverton Conservation Area Article 4 Direction.

What work is covered by the Direction?
All alterations (and demolition) within the following classes of permitted development will in future
require planning permission:
i) the enlargement, improvement
or other alteration of a dwelling-
house – ie changes to windows,
doors, door surrounds, terracotta
mouldings
ii) changes to roof coverings and
demolition of or alterations to
chimneys
ii) the addition or alteration of a
porch on the front elevation
iv) provision of a hard standing
v) installation, alteration or
replacement of a satellite antenna
vi) erection or demolition of a
gate, fence, wall or other means
of enclosure within the front garden (or side boundary facing onto a road)
vii) the painting of previously unpainted stone or brickwork of a dwelling house or a building or
enclosure within the curtilage (the addition of render or stone is already controlled under
conservation area legislation)
Planning applications for alterations that would not preserve or enhance the character or
appearance of the conservation area will normally be recommended for refusal.

©Crown copyright and database right 2016 Ordnance Survey licence number 100053056

Wolverton Conservation Area

VOLUNTEERS REQUIRED
Wolverton and Greenleys Town Council require volunteers for various

events throughout the year. If you would like to help please contact our
Projects Officer Dianne on

01908793364
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WOLVERTON&GREENLEYS

Hodge Lea Ward:
Rebecca Advani at r.advani@wgtc.org.uk
Pamela Johnstone on 01908 313639

Greenleys Ward:
Joanne Fensome on 07584318268 or
j.fensome@wgtc.org.uk

Wolverton East Ward:
Jess Holroyd on 01908 315342
Stephen Bryant on 01908 313005
Adrian Moss on 07905 319140 or
a.moss@wgtc.org.uk

Wolverton West Ward:
Hilary Saunders on 01908 319271
Graham Lerant on 07481114121 or
g.lerant@wgtc.org.uk
Jenny Marklew on 07843012613 or
j.marklew@wgtc.org.uk
Patricia Gates on 07811 256427 or
p.gates@wgtc.org.uk

Stacey Bushes Ward:
Ansar Hussain, Chair of Council on 07742637638 or
a.hussain@wgtc.org.uk
Adebayo Fasinro on 07728 521406 or
a.fasinro@wgtc.gov.uk

Milton Keynes Ward Councillors:
Peter Marland on 07769365316 or
peter.marland@milton-keynes.gov.uk
Robert Middleton on 07849725830 or
robert.middleton@milton-keynes.gov.uk
Norman Miles on 07874885924 or
norman.miles@milton-keynes.gov.uk

Drop-in Surgeries:
Wolverton Town Hall 10:00 - 10:30 on Saturdays.
Labour Hall, New Bradwell last Friday of every
month 18:00. No appointment needed.
Appointments can also be arranged at any time
throughout the year. Please get in touch.

ADDRESS:
Town Hall,
Creed Street,
Wolverton
MK12 5LY

TELEPHONE: 01908 326800

OFFICE OPEN HOURS:
Mon, Tue, Thu & Fri 10:00 - 15:00
Wednesday 13:00 - 16:00

For environmental issues call for the Area
Caretakers on 01908 326800 (Office Hours)

STAFF:
Jane Brushwood - Interim Town Clerk
Mandy Shipp - Assistant to the Town Clerk
Dianne Bowyer - Projects Officer
Emma Saddington - Interim Finance Officer
Faith Gyimah - Administration Apprentice
Ashley Randall - Area Caretaker
Alec Brindle - Assistant Caretaker

Email:
office@wolvertonandgreenleystowncouncil.gov.uk
Website:
www.wolvertonandgreenleystowncouncil.gov.uk

CONTACT YOUR TOWN COUNCILLORS:

TOWN COUNCIL

Please note: WGTC do NOT endorse any of the businesses advertised
or any views expressed in featured articles.
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Hodge Lea Ward:Greenleys Ward: Wolverton East Ward: Stacey Bushes Ward:

Wolverton and Greenleys Town Council Boundary

Rebecca Advani

Pamela Johnstone

Joanne Fensome Stephen Bryant

Milton Keynes Council Research & Intelligence - GIS. Map produced by: M.Sillah. Ref:2890/2©Crown copyright and database rights 2016 OS 100019593

WOLVERTON & GREENLEYS TOWN COUNCIL’S COUNCILLORS

vacant

Jess Holroyd

Adrian Moss
Vice Chair

Adebayo Fasinro

Ansar Hussain
Chair of Council

Wolverton West Ward:

Graham Lerant Hilary Saunders

Patricia Gates Jenny Marklew

vacant

vacant


