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WOLVERTON
AND GREENLEYS
IN BLOOM

CAROLS IN THE SQUARE
BY WGTC

BY W&G IN BLOOM TEAM

We would like to thank Greenleys
First, Wyvern and Bushfield
School for taking part in the
2019 Carols in The Square
event. We saw a record number
of parents in attendance who
were clearly in the festive spirit,
whom were not shy in performing
with their own fine voices.

Planters and borders across Wolverton and Greenleys

Your Wolverton &
Greenleys-in-Bloom
team are still busy
planting out the last
of our winter pansies
everywhere.
Wet weather before
Christmas delayed things.
However, with the help of
the caretakers, we managed
to plant a lot of daffodils by
street signs at the top half
of Windsor Street, Marron
Lane, along Gloucester
Road and across into
Greenleys so you should be
seeing them come through
soon. Then they will come
back every year. Bulbs are
such good value, especially
as Tesco gave us a £20
voucher towards the cost
of these ones from their
Wolverton store.

We would still love to have
more people willing to come
out and help us keep our
many planters and bits of
garden looking good. We
arrange sessions of around
two hours when the weather
is okay, at times to suit our
volunteers. The only regular
time, weather permitting
as always, is at 1pm on
Wednesdays starting from
the Town Hall. You do
not need to be a skilled
gardener. We enjoy chatting
whist we are working, and
usually break for a cup of
coffee. If you want to give us
a try, please let Tracy at the
Town Council office know
and we will be in touch.
At the end of May we shall
have 3000 summer bedding
plants to get out there in the
chosen colour scheme of
white, yellow and purple, the
same as our winter pansies.

The event started with Wyvern
gathering by the Christmas tree
to sing “Living in Harmony”,
“Feliz Navidad” and a Christmas
carols medley which were
all greatly enjoyed. Bushfield
then took to the mic to perform
“Imagine” and “Little Donkey”
which wooed the crowd further.
Greenleys First School then

assembled, singing our Christmas
favourites; “Rudolph the Red Nose
Reindeer”, “Frosty the Snowman”
and “Away in a Manger”.
The grand finale brought all three
schools together to perform “Jingle
Bells” and “Merry Christmas
Everyone” whilst the audience
bopped along. Once the group
performance had ended, the
countdown began for the Christmas
tree light switch-on. The lights were
switched on to a roar of excitement.
After being exposed to the
chilly elements of the late
afternoon, families were invited
into Foundation House for hot
soup and refreshments.

PARISH LITTER
PICK
IF YOU ARE AVAILABLE TO VOLUNTEER,
PLEASE MEET US IN ONE OF THE AREAS
BELOW:
STACEY BUSHES COMMUNITY CENTRE,
HODGE LEA MEETING PLACE
TOWN HALL MEETING ROOM
GREENLEYS LOCAL CENTRE
ALL EQUIPMENT WILL BE SUPPLIED

FRIDAY 27TH MARCH 2020
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1:00-3:00 PM
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WELCOME
INSIDE

WELCOME

03 | PINDERS PARK OPENING

Happy New Year! Welcome to the first edition of Wolverton and
Greenleys for 2020. With all the wet weather we have had over
the past few months our caretakers have been pursuing Milton
Keynes Council to clear alleyway gully’s in Wolverton, by digging out
years’ worth of mud by hand. This is a project which will take many
months but will vastly improve these valuable spaces. It’s not just
the alleyways in Wolverton which have had the caretakers’ attention.
Hodge Lea’s paved alleyways have benefitted from tree and shrub
removal, to bring these spaces back into use. We are seeking
your ideas on how you would like to see these spaces used in the
community, perhaps marked out with pavement games? We would
love to hear your ideas, you can submit them to the office inbox.

Find out how the new park was installed in Greenleys

07 | STRUCTURAL IMPROVEMENTS
TO HODGE LEA
See how Reeves and Grangers Croft have been improved

10 | 31ST ANNUAL LANTERN FESTIVAL
Look behind the scenes of the ever popular festival

12 | HELP COMBAT CLIMATE CHANGE
Simple changes you can make to help fight climate change

18 | 2020 TWINNING TRIP
Find out how to register for the 2020 Belgian Trip

20 | MK12 SANTA PARADE
Read how Santa visited Hodge Lea, Stacey Bushes
and Greenleys

BE A PART OF
WOLVERTON’S FUTURE
WGTC have agreed to create a new
Neighbourhood Plan which will encompass all
areas of the parish. If you are interested in being
part of the Stakeholder Group to help shape this
plan, please register your interest with office@
wolvertonandgreenleystowncouncil.gov.uk

WOLVIE THE WOLF CHALLENGE
How long will it take you to find Wolvie
the Wolf? She’s hiding somewhere in
this newsletter.

Editor Colleen Wren & Mandy Shipp Designers TravisBead

The Town Council are reviewing the Neighbourhood Plan which has
been in place since 2015. This plan designates development and
improvements, but currently only focuses on Wolverton Town Centre.
The Town Council is expanding the area of the Neighbourhood plan
to encompass the whole parish. Look out for more information over
the coming months for workshops and surveys which will seek your
involvement in what this plan should include.
With climate change high on the agenda, the town council have
put a plan of their own in place to combat climate change locally.
This includes considering changes which can be made in the
Neighbourhood Plan, improving the energy consumption in
community buildings, along with many other improvements.
Included in this newsletter are things that you can do to combat
climate change.
The Agora redevelopment plans are up in the town hall for
everyone to come and view. The developer is due to submit a
planning application imminently, where you will be able to comment
on the proposals. As soon as the planning application is submitted,
we will publish more information on how you can submit your
comments formally.
Look out for our new speed indicator devices which are across the
parish. The smiley face indicates that you are meeting the speed
limit, which means if you receive the sad face, you need to slow
down. Speed kills, so we are keen to reduce the speed across the
parish. New mobile speed indicators have also been purchased to
reduce speed in hot spots.
I would also like to congratulate local
businessman Chris Bridgman on his
MBE award.

Sally McLellan
Town Clerk

www.wolvertonandgreenleystowncouncil.gov.uk
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REASONS
to love your local independent optician ...








Price match guarantee
Friendly, professional staff who know their stuff
Unrushed, relaxed eye examinations
Great quality products giving value for money
Extensive choice of frames & high quality lenses
12 months FREE aftercare
Sunglasses, sports eyewear, contact lenses & safety specs

Specialist Services
SchoolVision Assessments  Dry Eye Clinics
Myopia Management  Ortho-K  Retinal Photography
Which? Magazine surveyed all opticians in January 2019 and concluded that the service offered
by independent opticians is of superior standard to the service offered by large optical chains

Specialist SchoolVision Assessments identify and treat early sight problems which are often
missed in a standard sight test but can make reading and writing very difficult for some children
If your child (aged 4-14):
struggles with reading and is falling behind at school
complains of headaches or words jumping / moving
reads letters incorrectly or omits them
follows the text with their finger

We may be able to help!
The benefits of SchoolVision:
improved classroom behaviour and attention
increased reading speed and concentration
increased self esteem & confidence
reduction in headaches / migraines
better school performance
For more details, please call us or visit www.dwroberts.co.uk/specialist-services/#SchoolVision

DW Roberts Opticians, 17 Radcliffe Street, The Square, Wolverton, MK12 5DQ
www.dwroberts.co.uk

01908 313338

WOLVERTON & GREENLEYS COMMUNITY MAGAZINE FEB/MAR 2020 ISSUE 120

wolverton@dwroberts.co.uk
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COMMUNITY ORCHARD UPDATE
BY PAUL DUBERY
Happy New Year
from the Orchard
volunteering team!
As the days are finally
starting to get longer, we’re
busy planning for the year
ahead and it won’t be too
many weeks before we
begin growing plants in our
polytunnel to eventually
provide colour around
the town. We’ll also be
selling them at the monthly
Farmers Market and from
the Orchard, so watch out
for further announcements
in the newsletter and on our
Facebook page.
Our first community event for
2020 is the Spring Celebration

on Saturday 25th April when
there will be plenty of spring
flowers out, including daffodils,
primroses, bluebells and of
course loads of fruit blossom.
It will be a sure sign that the
year is under way and we’ll
be celebrating with live music
and plenty of refreshments
between 2pm and 5pm. Put it
in your new calendar but don’t
wait until then to visit – as
always, the Orchard is open in
daylight hours every day of the
year and provides a peaceful
place to relax and for families
to play and unwind. As you
can see from the photos, even
at this time of year there’s still
colour in the orchard if you
look carefully.

If you’ve resolved to lose
some of the weight you
put on over the Christmas
period, remember we have
weekly volunteer sessions
every Tuesday from 10am
till 1pm or so. Weeding,
planting, pruning and much
more. Come and join us – no
expertise, experience or gym
membership fees required!

First signs of Spring

Snowdrops in Orchard

PINDERS PARK OPENING BY WGTC
MK12 Partnership
contributed to
their community
once again! Milton
Keynes Council were
awarded money from
central Government
to improve green
spaces.
The criteria to be awarded
the funding for a new park,
was that it needed to be led
by a community organisation
(MK12 Partnership) in
partnership with a local
authority (Wolverton and
Greenleys Town Council) who
could apply for the release of
the funding to create a new
pocket park.
Greenleys Junior and
Greenleys First School
were invited to take part

Mayor Adrian Moss with competition
winner Chloe Swann

Kids testing out the new apparatus

Members of the MK12 Partnership with
Mayor Adrian Moss

in the naming of the park
competition, which resulted
in some fantastic entries
which made it very difficult to
choose, but “Barnyard Park”
was chosen as the overall
winner. The winning entry
came from Chloe Swann of
Greenleys Junior School,
whom we would like to
congratulate.

was kept at bay, it was very
wet and muddy underfoot,
however, the young people
did not hesitate to play on the
equipment once the ribbon
had been cut.

Suede Chews, who provided
everyone with free hot
chocolate.

The park was opened on the
afternoon of Thursday 14th
November, whilst the rain

The event was attended
by; MK12 Partnership who
invited the Wolverton and
Greenleys Town Mayor (Cllr
Adrian Moss) and Chloe
to open the park with the
cutting of the ribbon. The
event was supported by Blue

Without MK12 Partnership’s
lead, this project would
never have been possible,
if you would like to set up a
community group to make
a difference where you
live, then please contact
Wolverton and Greenleys
Town Council on office@
wgtc.org.uk for support.

www.wolvertonandgreenleystowncouncil.gov.uk
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Urb Farm Newsletter
Care

Learn

Create

Recycle

Grow

Gather

Feed

Restore

January 2020
As December 2019 brought about the end of our tenth year at
the Urb Farm, it was a great opportunity to reflect on not only the
past year but also our first ever decade at the Urb Farm!

Help Wolverton win a
“silver gilt” award in the
Britain in Bloom finals

With your custom, encouragement, help and kind words, in 2019
we were able to:

Create an incredible video
with “Wise Guys Film”,
which continues to bring
us joy and is well worth a
watch

Reach our tenth birthday –
we can’t quite believe it!

Serve more than 520
customers through
Veggie Mail - our weekly
produce-ordering scheme

Host a number of popular
community events

And finally, work with
thirteen volunteer groups,
six wonderful weekly
volunteers, and a group
of twenty fantastic young
people who have come to
train with us!

Finish building our new
duck enclosure,
Duckingham Palace (and
Sir Francis Drake, Martha
and Jemima Puddleduck
definitely approve!)

Make a whopping 462 jars
of jam and chutney!!

Over the past ten years we have had the privilege of working
with more than 130 young people who have come to learn and
grow with us. The mainstream school system isn’t for everyone
and for many the farm has been a final chance to get
somewhere, to grow and develop, and a place to feel safe and
realise their potential. The farm wouldn’t be the same without
the support of those around us and we’d like to thank you from
the bottom of our hearts for being along with us for the ride.

To sign up to Veggie Mail and receive a list of available produce, please email veggie.mail@mkchristianfoundation.co.uk.
For more regular updates on the urb farm, please search for “Growing People” on Facebook or instagram!

WOLVERTON & GREENLEYS COMMUNITY MAGAZINE FEB/MAR 2020 ISSUE 120
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NEW IMPROVEMENTS TO REEVES AND
GRANGERS CROFTS IN HODGE LEA BY WGTC
In Early 2018
we agreed as a
council to apply for
an infrastructure
improvement grant to
Milton Keynes Council.
It was agreed that they would
pay 50% of the cost and
Wolverton and Greenleys Town
Council would match fund with
a further 50%. The funding
was for two crofts in Hodge
Lea that needed improving and
was brought to our attention by
former councillor Paul Fussell.
The proposal for both crofts
was to increase car parking
spaces and to demolish
broken and unsafe walls.

Reeves Croft
After consideration, site
meetings and consultation with
Milton Keynes Council it was
agreed to:
• Remove Reeves Croft wall
& shrubs, surfacing the area
underneath to carriageway
standard.
• Repair the existing hard
surface on the area to the rear
of the wall, adding a barrier
around the septic tank area.
• Improve the whole hard
standing behind the wall with a
40mm thick tarmac overlay
• Surface over the bare soil
area by the rear lamp column,

Wolverton and Greenleys Town Council

Bare soil removed for parking spaces

making this section wide
enough for 4 parking spaces
each side.
The walls in Reeves have been
removed and barriers have
been positioned around the
septic tank so vehicles cannot
park there, leaving the area
safe, clean and tidy.

Broken walls to be removed

Grangers Croft
The sides of the broken wall
have been removed and
repairs to the front of the
wall have been made to a
satisfactory standard.
We thank the efforts of former
councillor Paul Fussell, who
worked tirelessly on this
project.

COMMUNITY
INFORMATION EVENT

Room Available
for hire
Monday - Sunday 08.00 - 21.00
Hourly rates:
Commercial £10
Not for profit £6

Seats 20
Boardroom style,
30 standing

WiFi
Presentation Wheel chair
available Equipment and
Access
projector

Facilites
available on
request

Online booking along with terms and conditions of hire can be
found on
www.wolvertonandgreenleystowncouncil.gov.uk
or call us on 01908 326 800

WOLVERTON SQUARE
T URS A th FEBRUAR
11-3PM
The Blue Light Services, MK Council & other
agencies will be on hand to assist you with
any en(uiries that you %ay have
Free Children's Activities
www.wolvertonandgreenleystowncouncil.gov.uk
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TROPHY TRIUMPH FOR STAR
ELITE MARTIAL ARTS TEAM
BY ESTHER HUGHES

COMMUNITY FORUM
Calling all residents of Two Mile Ash, Wymbush, Kiln Farm,
Bradwell Abbey, Stacey Bushes, Hodge Lea, New Bradwell,
Fullers Slade, Galley Hill, Stony Stratford, Wolverton,
Greenleys, Stone Bridge and Fairfields.
The winning team in Manchester

Your Opinions Matter so Make Them Count!
You are invited to join your Local Policing Team to look at
your local priorities.
Get involved or just come along and see what it is all about,
The meeting will be held on Monday 24th February from
7pm to 8.30pm at: Rowans Centre, Moorfoot,
Fullers Slade, MK11 2BD
If you can’t make it but wish to have your say please email,
MKNorthCluster@thamesvalley.pnn.police.uk

A guide to identify
victims of Cuckooing

www.milton-keynes.gov.uk
Cuckooing is a crime where drug dealers take over a vulnerable person’s property and
use it as a base to deal drugs. Victims are befriended by the dealers as they are
vulnerable, isolated, and often drug users themselves. Victims are left with little choice
but to co-operate. The tactic is known as Cuckooing – after the bird that invades the
nests of other birds. We have produced a simple, informative and memorable guide to
help people identify and assist victims of Cuckooing using the acronym N.E.S.T.

Notice the signs
Increased anti-social behaviour near a specific property, needles and drug
paraphernalia, frequent visitors, residents afraid or curtains closed most of the time.

Evidence your concerns
Make a note of your concerns for evidential purposes - especially if you recognise
individuals at the property.

Safeguarding
Complete a Safeguarding referral. The resident may require support during this
time. Visit MK Council's online Adult Social Care Hub for more information.

Tell the Police and Local Authority
Contact the Police on 101, or online at www.thamesvalley.police.uk. Contact the
Anti-social Behaviour Team on 01908 252937 (option 4).

Wolverton-based Star Elite
Martial Arts competition team
attended the Manchester
Taekwondo Open Championship
on the 23rd and 24th November
and did Milton Keynes proud. Up
against teams from Nepal, India,
Italy and many other international
attendants who proved to be
a great competition, the team
excelled and proved worthy of
their name.
A lot of thanks go out to coach
John Croucher who despite
personal tragedy attended;
with the recent death of his
son Haydon Croucher who
was also a member of the
Taekwondo community and the
ongoing investigation into the
disappearance of his daughter
Leah Croucher, has remained
dedicated to his students.
With a team of 23 with ages
ranging from 5 to 76, no event
was left untouched as the
team competed in poomsaes
(patterns) as individuals, pairs,
triples and teams and fighting.
They certainly did not come
home empty-handed with an
array of gold medals in the
double digits accompanied
by handfuls of silver and
bronze places. Clearly, even

at competition level, all ages
can get involved in martial arts,
leaving no excuses for anyone.
The eldest competitors have
been named ‘The Taekwondo
Black Belt pensioners’ by the
BBC previously this year as they
achieved their black belts after
5 years of hard training.
One star of the day was Lily
Stratford (age 7) who won gold
for her category but also third
overall for the whole day against
every age and grade category: a
remarkable achievement for her
first competition. Hugo Fan (7)
won a special award for the day
for showing great potential as
well as winning a silver medal
in patterns.
Many people join, not just for a
chance at winning trophies but,
for a chance to learn discipline,
get fit and make great friends.
Star Martial Arts ensures that
the sport is a vessel for multiple
opportunities to learn essential
life skills that extend to its latest
initiative which last month
saw many young people in
Milton Keynes engage in a free
anti-bullying workshop. Visit
starmartialarts.co.uk for more
information.

PLEASE HELP
If you can spare some time, please complete
MK Council’s crime survey.
www.surveymonkey.co.uk/r/GMQQLWM

M18116

www.wolvertonandgreenleystowncouncil.gov.uk
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Get help applying
for Universal Credit
We can help with the early stages
of a Universal Credit claim, from the
application through to the first full payment.

Call us for free:

0800 144 8 444
Advisers are available 8am to 6pm,
Monday to Friday.
Get support online or find your nearest face to face
service at: citizensadvice.org.uk/helptoclaim

Help to Claim is a dedicated service from Citizens Advice.
It’s free, independent, confidential and impartial.

MONDAY
10th February

MKC HOUSING
OUTREACH

EVERY 2ND MONDAY OF THE MONTH
10AM-12 NOON
TOWN HALL, CREED STREET
Pop in & speak to a member of the
MKC Housing team who will be on
hand to answer all questions &
address issues for residents

WOLVERTON & GREENLEYS COMMUNITY MAGAZINE FEB/MAR 2020 ISSUE 120

Want to be a part of something
special?....

WOLVERTON
TWINNING TRIP
2020
19th -June21st
June
14, 2020
Nurse's Station

To confirm your place for the 2020 Twinning
11 AM to 3 PM
Trip to Ploegsteert contact the office on

01908 326800 or email
office@wolvertonandgreenleystowncouncil.gov.uk
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LANTERN FESTIVAL
LANDS IN THE SQUARE

AN INSIGHT INTO THE EVER-POPULAR WOLVERTON LANTERN FESTIVAL
After one of the biggest
lantern parades to
date, the 31st Lantern
Festival proved that
even when the weather
slightly disappoints,
the community spirit of
Wolverton and Greenleys
is still as strong as ever!
We are aware that many people
may have moved to Wolverton
and Greenleys in the last 30 or so
years since the very first Lantern
Festival in Wolverton began so
we thought we would shed a light
on how the festival works.
Who organises and runs the
Wolverton Lantern Festival?
Run by a committee of volunteers
from around the parish area;
we meet once a month until
around November when the
meetings then become weekly.
We organise all aspects of the
Festival from: the event logistics,
securing funding and community
grants, choosing the theme for
the year, planning the school
workshops and large lanterns to
performers on the day and much
more. Every year the committee
raises over £8,000 in grant and
sponsorship money, without
this the Festival simply wouldn’t
happen.
While the committee is a welloiled machine, we are always
looking to expand our reach and
expertise so the Festival can get
better and better each year. If you
are interested in getting involved,
please email: wolvertonlf@
outlook.com.
How many people do we work
with before the Festival even
begins? We worked with three
primary schools, (Greenleys First,
Wyvern and Bushfield) and one
secondary school (Radcliffe), to

Photos: Simon Beckett

create four “out of this world”
large lanterns and a spectacular
array of flat lanterns for the war
memorial. The materials for the
school workshops were partfunded by the Wolverton Science
and Arts Institution.
As well going out to schools
we also ran three community
workshops at the Old Bath
House before the Festival.
These are open to anyone in the
community and gives people
the chance to make their first or
thirty-first lantern in a supported
environment with volunteers on
hand to bring their creation to life.
In 2019 we sold out of lantern
kits, selling over 150 kits before
the Festival – quicker than we
ever have before! We introduced
fairy lights to the kits for the first
time and went through a whole
lot of willow, tissue paper and
glue. If you have any unused
materials please return them
back to the Town Hall on
Creed Street, Wolverton, so
we can recycle everything we
possibly can.
How does the day of the
Festival work? On the day of
the Festival we give children
and families the chance to
participate in two free workshops.
Back by popular demand, the
Junk Percussion workshop
returned to Foundation House,
upcycling every-day materials

into instruments for the parade.
Alongside this we also had a free
craft workshop run by two local
residents who did a fantastic job
and made over 50 mini lanterns,
many of which took part in the
parade. Children and adults
could also pick up a skill or two at
the Circus workshop held in The
Square, run by the ever-popular
local group, Concrete Circus.
Throughout the day we also
have a range of performers at
the Festival so whether you
enjoy a festive tune from the MK
Community Choir, an acoustic set
from local band Innocent Hare
or jam out with one of the many
samba bands on the parade, we
ensure there really is something
for everyone. We would like to
thank all the performers who
participated in this year’s Festival,
we hope you had as much fun as
we had!
Despite the weather, the crowds
enjoyed the fantastic food on
offer from Little Oven of Joy,
Saf’s Kitchen, A1 donuts, Taco
Shack and of course a mulled
wine or two from MK Biergarten.
The Old Bath House based MK
Community Fridge provided
hot beverages and tasty snacks
inside Foundation House, giving
spectators plenty of tea-time
options before heading home
after the Festival.

The finale of the 2019 Festival
went with a bang thanks to the
Agora a-go-go robot, Robbie.
Check out our Facebook page
for a full video and the latest
pictures from the parade:
@WolvertonLanternFestival.
Before finishing our behind the
scenes of the running of the
Wolverton Lantern Festival we
would like to say a massive thank
you to all our supporters: Mrs
B’s Emporium, A J Construction,
Avenues Estate Agents, Future
Wolverton, Milton Keynes
Community Foundation, Escape
in Wolverton, the BCQ Group,
the Milton Keynes Christian
Foundation, the Old Bath House,
Maisies, Ruth’s Floral Design, the
MK Community Fridge and the
Wolverton and Greenleys Town
Council; we really couldn’t run
such a fantastic event without
your continued support and
contributions.
Thank you as always to everyone
that took part in this year’s
Festival, whether you braved the
glorious British weather, helped
as a volunteer or stood from your
window, we hope the Wolverton
Lantern Festival made you feel
part of the fantastic community
we all share.
P.S. A date for your diary:
this year’s Festival will be on
Saturday 5th of December 2020.

www.wolvertonandgreenleystowncouncil.gov.uk
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WOLVERTON
COMMUNITY
BUSINESS SCHEME
SU

ORT YOUR LOCAL SHO S  SAVE!

Cllr Khan is the proud owner of Wolverton
business, Namji and she is on a mission to promote
the benefits of shopping locally. As a town
councillor she has developed a scheme for all
businesses to join, incentivising people to shop
locally.
The scheme is now live but Cllr Khan is still visiting
businesses in the parish to pledge their support.
Incentives can be monitory or service related, it is
down to each business to decide on the reward
that they offer to customers.
To claim the reward, all the customer needs to do
is to present their receipt from another local
business.
For more information visit
our website, social media &
Namji12017 on Facebook.

WGTC CLIMATE
CHANGE
ACTION PLAN

1. Review & monitor energy consumption in council owned buildings
& create an action plan to improve energy efficiency
2. Consider green energy for council owned buildings
3. Actively support small & large planning applications for new
renewable energy in the area
4. Promote sustainable low energy travel
5. Promote the local economy to enable the community
to shop locally, reducing their carbon footprint
6. Take part in infrastructure projects, & alternative
energy schemes with MK Council, using our
voice to influence decisions through the Station Travel Plan
7. Reduce pesticide use & harmful activities
8. Manage land for nature
9. Promote reduction in food waste through use of the Community
Fridge
10. Increase tree cover
11. Use green transport - Cllrs & staff to walk, cycle , car share &
use public transport where possible
12. Minimise waste going to landfill or
incineration by promoting the MK Council recycling programme
13. Minimise the use of single use plastic
14. Invest in low-risk sustainable companies
15. Seek out green energy suppliers for utilities

WOLVERTON & GREENLEYS COMMUNITY MAGAZINE FEB/MAR 2020 ISSUE 120
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How you can help to combat some of
the effects of climate change
and help to reduce waste and pollution
in Wolverton & Greenleys
There are many practical things that you can do locally to help reduce waste, pollution and combat the effects of
climate change. Here are just a few suggestions for actions to take:
In the community
●
●

Search “Volunteering Wolverton” to sign up with Wolverton & Greenleys Town Council for updates on ways
you can help in the community, such as litter picking and Community Fridge opportunities
Whether you are interested in growing food, understanding how you can better insulate your home or
generating renewable energy, check out https://futurewolverton.org/ to find out more

In the garden
●
●
●
●

Plant wildflowers to benefit bees and other pollinators
Provide food and water for birds
Plant fruits and vegetables for you and your family to eat your own freshly grown produce
Collect rainwater and use it to water the plants and/or to flush the toilet

In the home
●
●

Consider changing your electricity supplier to one which is 100% renewable
Use less water by taking shorter showers, don’t leave the tap running when you are brushing your teeth and
only flush the toilet when you need to

Transportation
●
●
●

Walk or cycle instead of driving, particularly on shorter journeys
Use public transport where you can
When you next look to replace your car, if you are able to do so, consider an electric car as a replacement.
Take a look at options, including test driving, at https://evexperiencecentre.co.uk/ in central Milton Keynes

●

In Milton Keynes only 11% of people commute by public transport, 3% cycle, and 8% walk. In the best
performing similar local authority area, the proportions are 39%, 6% and 14% respectively.

Shopping
●
●
●

Only buy what you need; don’t buy too much food just because it is on a BOGOF deal
Try to shop locally, consider using the Wolverton Farmers Market

Buy food that is free of plastic packaging where you can. Use local zero waste shops such as My
Refill Market that can be found on Facebook via this link: www.facebook.com/myrefillmarket.

Here at Transition Town Milton Keynes we are passionate about helping people just like you
to make informed choices. Alongside Wolverton & Greenleys Town Council we hope to bring
you future articles where we will go into a little more detail on some of these subjects.
For more information go to https://TransitionMK.blogspot.com/
& https://PlantingUp.co.uk/
www.wolvertonandgreenleystowncouncil.gov.uk
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MK Community Fridge and Taco Shack present:

Arabian Nights
MILTON KEYNES

Every Friday 9:00am – 1pm

A taste of the Middle East

Saturday 15th February, 7-10pm, £5 on the door

Café closes at 12.30pm

The Old Bath House and Community Centre
205 Stratford Road, Wolverton, MK12 5RL

The Old Bath House
Stratford Road, Wolverton

Robin of Taco Shack will be joining us to create a
feast from the Middle East using surplus food from
our community fridge project.

(Just up the steps from Tesco)

Selling locally produced items including:
Home Baking - Cards - Jewellery - Knits
Quilts - Bags - Textiles - Jams - Eggs
Wooden items - Willow Baskets
Plants - Fresh Seasonal Fruit & Veg
Café - Refreshments – Cake of the week

Throw some new shapes and give belly dancing a
go with Fusion Belly Dance with Fuchsia and
Mary Quist Belly Dancing. DJ until close.
No bar - BYO, Soft drinks and tea available.
Get out your sparkles and jingle the dark winter blues away
by joining us for a night of music, dancing and middle eastern
culture. All funds raised will help MK Community Fridge to
continue it's fight against food waste.
Book your place via facebook/eventbrite to guarantee your entry

facebook.com/pg/MKCommunityFridge/events
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OLD BATH HOUSE TIMETABLE
REGULAR EVENTS FEB/MAR 2020*
DAY
MON

MAIN HALL

DANCE STUDIO

BAND ROOM

MEETING ROOM

09.00 Baby College

09.30 Kundalini Yoga
20.30 SJ (Salsa) Dance
Beginners

09:15 Mini Professors
(pre-school science)

10.00 Pre-Diabetes Group (Bi-Weekly)

14.00 Arts Group - drop in session
(MK Arts for Health)

19.15 Wolverton Town Band

18.30 Body Reboot (ladies only)
(Elev8 Fitness MK)

13.30 MK MEG daytime social
(4th Monday of the month)
18.30 Divas Photography Group
(2nd Monday of the month)
18.30 Classical Guitar Group

TUE

09.30 Cha Cha Chimps

18.45 Mary Quist Belly Dancing

11.45 Restart with Art

20.30 Fusion Belly Dancing

13:45 Line Dancing (U3A)

21.00 Fusion Belly Dancing
(extended)

18.45 Fitsteps

18.30 Body Burn
(Elev8 Fitness MK)

10.00 Ingeus Diabetes Prevention
14.30 Adult Weight Management
Group (More Life)
18.00 Joy Yoga Therapy
19.30 MK Momentum
(4th Tuesday of the month)

20:00 Let’s Chill Yoga

19.00 Bipolar UK MK
(2nd Tuesday of the month)
19.30 MK ME Group
(3rd Tuesday of the month)
WED

06.00 Elev8 Fitness

11.15 HathaYoga (Works for Us)

10.00 Afro-Caribbean Lunch Club
(bi-weekly 2nd and 4th
Wednesday of the month)

18:30 Ashtanga Yoga

18.30 Body Harmony
(Elev8 Fitness MK)

20.15 Halsa Pilates
- Mixed Level

14.00 B’Well Therapy
15:30 More Life Family Program
19.00 Mutares Unite Meeting (2nd
Wednesday of the month)

15:30 More Life Family Program
18.00 Black Diamond Majorettes
THU

09.30 Weight Watchers

14.00 HE Yoga

11.30 Zumba Gold

19.00 Pilates Beginners

12.30 MK Community Fridge Café

20.15 Pilates Mixed Level

16.00 Safari Kickboxing
(age 3-8 energy kids)
18.30 Bootcamp (Elev8 Fitness MK)

10:00 Gethsemane Morning Clinic
& Family Kitchen
(last Thursday of the month)

10.00 Women’s Arabic Language
classes

15.30 Positive Mindful Drumming

13.00 Pre-Diabetes Programme
(1st Thursday of every month)

18.45 Wolverton Town Band
(Developers section)

16.00 Pre-Diabetes Group
(1st Thursday of every month)

09:15 Mini Professors
(pre-school science)

19.00 The Covern
(3rd Friday of every month)

19.30 Salsa Lessons
FRI

 ary Quist
18.30 M
Belly Dancing

09.00 MK Country Market
18.00 Stantonbury Judo

19.30 Momentum MK Monthly Meeting
(4th Friday of every month)
SAT

08.00 Boxfit

10.30 Wuchia

09.00 Cardio Blast

13:00 AJ Easy Learning
(Drama)

10.00 Seventh Day
Adventist Church
18.00 MK Latin Party (monthly on
the 1st Saturday of the month)
SUN

13.00 Fan Veil Fusion workshop
(monthly on the 2nd
Saturday of the month)

10.00 Ikebana (2nd Saturday of the
month)

15.00 Islamic Home Tuition

17.00 Nepalese language class (1st
Saturday of the month)
17.00 Sierre Leone Community
Meeting (last Sat of the month)
15.00 Islamic Home Tuition

10.00 Sunday Service Ministry of
Fire and Mountains

10:00 Mini Professors
(once per month)

14:00 Family Yoga (Kelly Hall)

17.00 Total Dominion Ministries

18.00 Shinkukai Karate Juniors
19.00 Shinkukai Karate Seniors

Email Claire O’Brien at
oldbathhouse@gmail.com
or call 01908 310 574.

Office hours are 15 hours
per week.

Find us on Facebook at
oldbathhousewolverton
or on Twitter at OldBathHouse

Visit our website at
www.oldbathhouse.org

* please check www.oldbathhouse.org for any changes and one-off events
www.wolvertonandgreenleystowncouncil.gov.uk
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Hymns and Cake

Coffee Mornings at

St. George's Chrch

Second Sunday of every
month 2.30 - 4pm

Tuesday 4th February
10:30am - 12 Noon &
Every 1st Tuesday of
the Month thereafter
With homemade cakes, tea 

West End United Church,

coffee for 1 each

173a Church Street, Wolverton, MK12 5JZ
Join in with the raffle for

Come along and have a sing,
a chat listen to a Bible reading and
finish all this off with cake!

50p a time!

Everyone welcome!

For more information call Jenny Mills on 07703485017

THANK YOU FOR YOUR SUPPORT

Wolverton Town Band—a part of your Festive Season
Remembrance Sunday Service
Wolverton Lantern Parade
Holiday Christmas Concert
Caroling at Local Shops
Caroling at the Campbell Park Rose
Caroling at the Wolverton Square Tree

Street to Street Caroling
AND PREPARING FOR AN EXCITING SPRING
Tel: 07926335568
E-mail: info@wolvertontownband.org.uk
Twitter: @WolvertonTBand
Web: www.wolvertontownband.org.uk
Facebook: /groups/wolvertontownband

WOLVERTON & GREENLEYS COMMUNITY MAGAZINE FEB/MAR 2020 ISSUE 120
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A BIG THANK
YOU FROM
ROTARY!

WHAT A PARTY FOR
THE COFFEE CLUB

BY BERNICE TAYLOR-BROWN

BY MIKE THOMAS

Guests enjoy the Coffee Club Christmas party

Santa in his Sleigh at the Lantern Festival

All the members of
Wolverton & Stony
Stratford Rotary Club
would like to say a
massive thank you
to everyone who
gave so generously
to their Santa Sleigh
whilst it was out
and about locally in
the evenings during
December, and at
Sainsbury’s Central
Milton Keynes store
in the days leading
up to Christmas
itself.
Including the club’s
traditional and ever popular
mulled wine stall at the
Stony Stratford Christmas
Lights Switch On event and
Santa’s sleigh joining in
Wolverton’s Lantern Parade,
the total raised by the club
came to just over £5,500

which will be distributed to
several charities and local
community organisations
including Willen Hospice
and the MK Hospital Charity
Cancer Centre Appeal.
Special thanks must also
go to all those who kindly
helped our members with
the collections, to the
management and staff of
Sainsbury’s CMK for kindly
allowing us to collect at
their store and to MacIntyre
for donating trays of their
lovely home-made mince
pies and festive biscuits for
our Mulled Wine stall. And
of course not forgetting
Santa who would also like
to say his own big thank
you to all the children who
came to see him, especially
those who gave him letters,
he found them very useful
indeed!
Once again, sincere thanks
to everyone for supporting
Rotary at Christmas!

Wolverton Senior Citizens’
Coffee Club recently voted
their Christmas party at the
Masonic Lodge, the best
ever! Carl Devereaux of the
Scientific Lodge organised
the event, cooked a wonderful
meal and even appeared as
Santa. He was helped by
Rose the secretary’s wife and
other Members of St George’s
Lodge. Rose is well known for
getting people up to dance,
this year was no exception and
Phillip Gammage didn’t need
asking twice.
The special visitors for the day
were the Assistant Provincial

Grand Master of the South
Buckinghamshire Freemasons,
Tony Robinson and his wife
Jean. Tony entered into the
spirit of ‘The Twelve Days of
Christmas’ with gusto, joined
by professional singer Lillian
Carter who members love to
see coming back each year.
Both she and Coffee Club
member Malcolm Aspinal made
things go with such a swing,
choosing songs that everyone
heartily joined in with, that noone wanted to go home. Hilary
Saunders gave the warmest
vote of thanks to everyone
involved in making it such a
special afternoon.

SNOW WHITE
SAVES THE DAY

BY BERNICE TAYLOR-BROWN

Snow White helps Santa deliver gifts

Every year Santa has to scratch his head as to who can help him give
out gifts to the members of Wolverton Senior Citizens’ Coffee Club
when they hold their own party in Foundation House. After much
thought he had a brainwave that Snow White might be free, and
luckily, she was. So, each member received a gift, enjoyed mince pies
and a festive atmosphere.
The Chairman, Bernard Dackombe said, “We had some good times
this year and hoped that 2020 would carry on in the same way”.
www.wolvertonandgreenleystowncouncil.gov.uk
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Tuesdays
1.15 – 2.45pm
Wolverton Evangelical Church

down the alley beside
108a Church Street
For more info call
Mandy 01908 319719

or Jane 01908 415978

www.wecmk.org

Free club for children in
school years R - 6

WOLVERTON & GREENLEYS COMMUNITY MAGAZINE FEB/MAR 2020 ISSUE 120
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KINGS COMMUNITY CENTRE WISH
YOU A HAPPY NEW YEAR BY ANDY FORBES
HAPPY NEW YEAR
EVERYONE!
Wow, what an exciting year
2019 was, we have so enjoyed
serving Wolverton & Greenleys
and the wider MK Community.
We want to start by thanking
all of our volunteers who make
it possible for us to offer many
services. Also, to our Hirers,
Tesco, Fareshare, MK Rates,
Ascendant Recruitment, W & G
Town Council and many others
who support us with regular
donations, grants, gifts etc, that
makes all this possible, here’s a
quick recap of our year!
LUNCH DROP IN:
We love Thursdays, Lunch
Drop In Day, all sorts of people
from the community attend
and make many friends and
enjoy one another’s company.
The aim of Lunch Drop In is to
provide a hot meal for anyone
who would like one, but it
also provides so many other
benefits, being able to support
people where they have needs,
introduce them to new friends,
give a listening ear and time

where needed, connect them
with other agencies etc. This
year we have given 5,504
servings of food. The highlight
of our year as always is our
Christmas dinner, which was
on Thursday 19th December, it
was such a great way to round
off 2019. It was an amazing,
fun day and such a privilege to
do Christmas Dinner for such
a wonderful community of
people.
FOODBANK:
As one of the 12 MK Foodbank
distribution centres we were
able to give food to over 900
people in 2019.
FREE LAPTOP SESSION:
Wolverton & Greenley’s Town
Council provided us with a
grant to purchase 7 restored
laptops, MK Council provided
training on Universal Credit
and the like, so that we can
help anyone who needs to
use a laptop to fill in online
applications for Universal
Credit, job searches etc. We
have been able to prevent eight
Wolverton home evictions,
help with debt and finances
and chat with those who need

Everyone enjoys the Christmas dinner at Kings Community Centre

support. Drop in any Tuesday
1.30-3pm, even just for a coffee
and a chat.
SOFT PLAY:
Wednesday is always a fun day
with many children, parents/
careers/grandparents coming
and playing with their little
ones. We have seen over 500
families through our doors
this year. Soft Play runs every
Wednesday Term Time 1011.30am or 1.15-2.45pm. Tea,
coffee, juice and biscuits are
always on hand! It’s a great
way for children to make new

friends and mums to make new
connections.
BUCKINGHAM PALACE
GARDEN PARTY:
On May 21st we had the
privilege of being invited to
the Queen’s Garden Party,
on behalf of all the volunteers
and workers. It was the most
splendid occasion. Thank you
to everyone who made this
possible.
Happy new year everyone
we are so looking forward to
sharing 2020 with you all!

JOIN IN WITH MK SOUP
Based on the Detroit
Soup model, MK
SOUP is a meeting
place for people who
would like to make the
world a better place whether through food,
art, community action,
sustainability or
another exciting idea.

On the evening of MK SOUP,
you buy a £5 ticket for a bowl
of homemade soup and in
return, you get to listen to a
number of people pitch their
community ideas. At the end
of the night, the crowd votes
for its favourite idea and the
winner takes the money raised
from the evening. At the next
SOUP, the group hears from
the successful pitcher what
amazing things have been
achieved with the money!

Anyone and everyone is
welcome to come along you turn up on the night,
and for £5 you get a bowl
of soup, a chunk of bread,
good company and a vote to
change the world!

If you or your community
group has a bright idea that
needs some cash to make
it fly, email miltonkeynes.
soup@gmail.com to find
out more about pitching and
receive an application form!

The MK SOUP events will be
taking place on Friday 20th
March, Friday 19th June and
Friday 13th November all from
7-9pm at Foundation House in
The Square (MK12 5HX).

www.wolvertonandgreenleystowncouncil.gov.uk

19

Are you passionate about where you live?
Would you like to be involved in community
projects?
Are you able to actively take part in local
events & activities?

Then why not
Become a
Local Councillor!
WGTC have vacancies in Hodge Lea &
Wolverton East!

Working From Home & Need
a Space to Rent?
The Town Hall have a 1st floor
one-person office which is
available to rent.
If you're interested in finding out
more about rates & arranging a site
visit then please contact the WGTC
office on 01908 326800 or
office@wgtc.org.uk

If you or someone you know is interested,
then please contact the office on
office@wgtc.org.uk.

Hodge Lea
Meeting Place,
Milton Keynes,
MK12 6JS

Secklow Sounds in Partnership
with WGTC Presents...

WOLVERTON
ON TRACK!

US
IN REE
JO
R F
FO

Wednesday

12th February
@ 1pm

DIGITAL INCLUSION
LEARN HOW TO COMPUTE
FACEBOOK
ONLINE PRESCRIPTIONS
SHOPPING
JOB SEARCH
UNIVERSAL CREDIT
& MORE!

EVERY MONDAY 1-3PM...

Tune in on www.secklow1055.org on 105.5FM at
1pm to find out about what's happening where
you live! You can also get in touch and ask
questions live on the air by texting your
questions to 82228, type radio then leave a
space then type your message. Standard
network charge will apply.

WOLVERTON & GREENLEYS COMMUNITY MAGAZINE FEB/MAR 2020 ISSUE 120
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MK YOUTH CHOIR NEWS BY IMOGEN ALLEN
Happy New Year from all at
MKYC! Milton Keynes Youth
Choir worked hard but had
a great time in the lead up to
Christmas.
Our Christmas concert was a
great success, with the biggest
audience we’ve ever had since
we’ve been going. If you weren’t
there, you missed a treat! The
choir sang beautifully, and we
had a number of small group
performances – including one
where Craig had to step in to
cover for an unexpected absence
(and this was in the first sopranos
small group arrangement!) – we
have to say he did a great job!
We were joined once again by
the MK Music Centre String
Orchestra, who treated us to
some movements from Warlock’s
Capriol Suite and Grieg’s Holberg
Suite as well as joining the choir

for a terrific arrangement of ‘O
Come Emmanuel’ and ‘All I
want for Christmas’ to finish us
off in party mode. A subsection
of the String Orchestra has
formed the Bevardis Quartet,
who have recently taken part in a
masterclass at The Stables with
members of the Maxwell String
Quartet, so were able to give a
very professional rendering of a
movement of Mozart’s quartet,
‘The Hunt’.
In the week following the concert,
the choir then gave 2 carol singing
events – one at the hospital and
one at the Central MK Railway
Station. They finished the term
with a party during rehearsal time
in the last week. This involved
a good sing through some
favourites, a tricky music quiz
(set by Craig) and some delicious
home baked goodies, so we

THE LIGHTS CAME ON
AT STONY STRATFORD

MKYC sing at Central Milton Keynes Railway Station

ended the year on a high.This
term we are preparing both the
full choir and the senior section
(the MK Youth Chorale) for entry
in the MK Festival of the Arts and
the Regional Music for Youth
Festival.
Our next concert will be Saturday
11th July at St Mary and St Giles,
Stony Stratford at 3pm – so
please make a note in your
diaries and join us for some more
fabulous music making.

The Milton Keynes Youth Choir
has been pleased to welcome
several new members since
September, but we are always
looking for other young singers
– so if you know anyone aged 8
to 18, with an unbroken voice,
who loves to sing, then please
do suggest they come for a free
trial session to see how they like
us! Contact Imogen at mkyc.
chair@hotmail.co.uk for further
information.

SANTA PARADE BY WGTC

BY FRANCES HURST

The annual Christmas Lights Switch
on at Stony Stratford was once again
a great success, and once again
we ladies of the Inner Wheel Club of
Wolverton had our famous produce
stall selling our wares to raise money
for this year’s President’s charity. It
all started in the autumn with the
making of pickles, jams, marmalade
and chutney, with some coming
from our own home grown produce.
Then like a band of squirrels, we
carefully stored it away. Just before
the big day, a team gathered to sort,
package and price all the ‘goodies’
donated for the stall. A rota was
then drawn up to ensure we had
enough helpers to cover the hourly
slots throughout the day. The goods

were transported to Stony Stratford
on a cold and misty morning and
the stall set up in the high street
ready for the fair. It was then a case
of standing back and waiting for
customers, old and new, to turn
up. And turn up they did! It might
have been cold, but the atmosphere
was warm and friendly, and full of
Christmas spirit. Once again, we
raised a magnificent sum for this
year’s charity. I am sure we will all
be back again next year getting
Christmas off to a cracking start!
If you would be interested in joining
our Inner Wheel Club, or would like to
find out more about us, please email
us on: iwwolverton@gmail.com

MK12 Partnership for the second
year running pulled out all the
stops by arranging for Santa to
visit Greenleys, Hodge Lea and
Stacey Bushes. The parade started
on Saturday 14th December in
Greenleys where Santa made
his through all of the crofts. The
parade concluded on Sunday 15th
December by travelling through
Hodge Lea and Stacey Bushes.
The MK12 Partnership were
delighted to see all of the
smiling, little faces that came
to watch them through their
windows and on the streets.
The initiative came from the Rotary
Club who’s Santa’s sleigh parades

through Wolverton, but not in
other areas of our parish. MK12
Partnership recruited enthusiastic
volunteers who donned elf suits
and gave out sweets whilst
collecting donations from kind
residents who donated £136.53
from Hodge Lea and Stacey Bushes
and £159.35 From Greenleys.
The MK12 Partnership would like
to thank Mark from MC Services
for providing the transportation
and his and his staff’s time.
Look out for this year’s event and if
you would like to become a member
of the MK12 Partnership’s Facebook
page you will be able to track
Santa’s location closer to the event.

www.wolvertonandgreenleystowncouncil.gov.uk
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VE DAY
If you’re a local community group who’s
organising an event for VE Day, please let us
know so we can add it to our programme.
Contact us on office@wgtc.org.uk

Tuesdays 7.30-9.30pm and
Thursdays 10.00-12.00am at Hodge
Lea Meeting Place, MK12 6JS
Group for like minded people to share ideas and
experience with sewing, knitting, crochet,
cross-stitch, patchwork, tapestry, etc…

YOGA

Beginners and experienced welcome.
If you need confidence with a sewing machine
or overlocker we can help.
£3 including refreshments.

Bath House and Community Centre

Contact sallyastocker@gmail.com
for more information or just turn up!

07856 701301

01908 263001

stonydrycleaners.co.uk

Ironing
Ser vice
Free Local
Collections
&
Deliveries
Available
Making Your Life Easier
WOLVERTON & GREENLEYS COMMUNITY MAGAZINE FEB/MAR 2020 ISSUE 120

Tuesday pm 8-9.15

All ages and abilities welcome
lisa.letschill@gmail.com

Piano and Music Theory
Lessons
For all ages and abilities
ABRSM Grades or play for fun!
£25 per hour or £30 for home visits
Call Emma on 07946668975
I am a classically trained Pianist with a BA (HONS) Music degree from the University of Southampton where I specialised
in performance and composition. I have 5 years of private
teaching experience and aim to make lessons fun, tailored to
the needs of the individual.
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WATCH THE WOLVERTON
ON FILM SERIES ONLINE
BY RACHEL CHAPMAN

© Living Archive MK

Every Sunday from 12th January onwards, each week
Living Archive MK will be featuring a dip into the history of
Wolverton on its website.
This footage comes from our Wolverton On Film collection.
First up is Sole Trader, which features a day in the life of
Essam’s shoe shop in Church Street. Essam’s is a unique
institution harking back to the days of true service, carried
out by a man who is an expert in his field.
You can watch the films on Living Archive MK’s website
here: https://www.livingarchive.org.uk/content/
catalogue_item/the-wolverton-on-film-collection
Don’t forget to check back each week for the latest updates!

VOLUNTEER AND
MAKE A DIFFERENCE!
At Girlguiding, volunteering
with us isn’t just about
campfires and helping girls
at meetings - although
those are special moments
that we all share. It’s about
empowering girls and giving
them new experiences.
It’s being a role model and
helping girls to realise their
full potential. It’s sharing
and developing your skills.
As you are reading this, you
too can do something for
you and your community.
There are opportunities for
everyone!

Girlguiding leaders
overseas, celebrating or
singing along with 10,000
girls at Wembley Arena.
Interested? Please email us
at Wolvertondc@outlook.
com or go our website
www.girlguiding.org.uk
where you can get more
information about each
section and also register
your interest.
Happy New Year!
Margaret and Janice
District Commissioners

Our volunteers do amazing
things - some of which
might surprise you. You
could find yourself white
water rafting, training

Wolverto
n District

The Deadwood Stage will soon be here, carrying

CALAMITY JANE
The show that brings you many popular songs, including:
• The Deadwood Stage 			
• Adelaide
• Windy City 				
• It’s Harry I’m planning to marry
• The Black Hills of Dakota 		
• Keep it under your hat
• A Woman’s touch 			
• Love you dearly
and My Secret Love (a number 1 hit
with Kathy Kirby in the 1960’s)
The Wolverton Gilbert and Sullivan
Society is doing it again by bringing you
great entertainment between:
Tuesday 24th - Saturday 28th March
2020 7.30pm at the Stantonbury
Theatre, Milton Keynes, MK14 6BN.

We’ll introduce you to not only Calamity
Jane, but also characters like Wild Bill
Hickock and Adelaide Adams, along
with a lively cast. We’ll have beautiful
ladies from the Western 1880’s, a
nervous saloon owner and a bunch of
angry miners seeking ladies’ company.

Adults £17, unwaged £15, Children
Under 14 £5, Group discounts.
You can buy them online at
wolvertongands.co.uk or email
tickets@wolvertongands.co.uk or
call 01908 510452.

And we’ll have much more!
The production will be directed by
Graham Breeze, who always brings a
star quality to each performance and the
show is accompanied by the Society’s
Orchestra under the leadership of Mike
Crofts, the overall Musical Director.
Tickets are now selling quickly, so buy
your friends tickets for Christmas and
give them something to look forward to.

www.wolvertonandgreenleystowncouncil.gov.uk
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LUNCH DROP IN
Every Thursday
11.30am - 1.30PM

AT KING’S COMMUNITY CENTRE, WOLVERTON

INCLUDING FOODBANK SERVING

DROP IN AVAILABLE FOR ANYONE IN
NEED OF FOOD, FRIENDSHIP,
SUPPORT OR JUST FOR A CHAT AND
A CUPPA.
FREE OF CHARGE OR DONATIONS
WELCOME!

WOLVERTON & GREENLEYS COMMUNITY MAGAZINE FEB/MAR 2020 ISSUE 120
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NEW YEAR CALENDAR
We’ve lots of exciting activities and events lined up for the New Year at the Old
School - see details below to find out what’s coming up.
You can find out more and stay up to date with the latest news by following us
on Facebook (www.facebook.com/oldschoolwolverton) or visit our website

(www.oldschoolwolverton.org).

MONDAYS

Crafty Mondays - weekly at the new time of 11.30am to 1.30pm. An

informal pay as you go arts and crafts session for grown ups run by Textile
Artist Jane Charles. No need to book - just turn up.

Physio Pilates MK - weekly - 7pm to 9pm

TUESDAYS

Children’s Gospel Choir - weekly from 6.30pm to 8pm. Run by the inimitable
Yaw Asiyawa. Open to all!

WEDNESDAYS Story & Song Time with Windmill Children’s Centre - weekly 10.15 - 11am.
New Manor Old Wolverton WI - 8th January, 12th February, 11th March

THURSDAYS

Divine Yoga 7 for All - weekly from 6.30 - 8pm

FRIDAYS

Friday Club - January 3rd, February 7th, 6th March

Suitable for all levels, including beginners.

Better than Mamas Supper Club – 7 th February, 6th March

MONTHLY
& ONE-OFF
EVENTS

Saf’s Kitchen Cookery Classes – 24, 25 & 26 Jan, 8 & 9 Feb, 20, 21 & 22 March
Afternoon Tea at the Old School - Sunday 2nd February
Writers HQ - Saturday 25th January, 22nd February, 28th March
Antiques and Collectables Fayre - Sunday 26 January for one-time only at
Slated Row School Hall. Then back at the Old School on 23 February.
Liquid Art Fundraiser for Get Involved in Volunteering - Friday 28th February
from 7pm. Evening of art (no previous experience needed!) with a meal.
For more details visit www.facebook.com/rbliquidart/

OLD SCHOOL
CAFE NEWS!

From January 2020, the Old School Café will now be open on FRIDAYS! This is
thanks to a new partnership with Walnuts School, who will be running the cafe
every Friday, while Slated Row continue to run it on Mondays - Thursdays.
Opening times are 10.30am - 1.30pm, with lunch options available from noon.
There are also exciting changes to the menu with a new vegan main course option
and gluten free cake. Pop down and support the students from Slated Row School
and Walnuts School in their real life work experience.

www.wolvertonandgreenleystowncouncil.gov.uk
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Bushfield School
and Wyvern School
need you!
An opportunity has arisen to join our Governing Board,
this offers you the chance to make a difference to the
schools within your community.
We meet the first Tuesday of every month
1-2.30pm at Wolverton Library
Beginners and experts are all welcome.
Bring along your current project and get nattering!

If you have a keen interest in our schools, the welfare of
children, enjoy sharing your opinion, listening to others
and want to make a difference – then it’s you we need!
Your commitment:
As a Governor you would attend around 6 meetings per
year which would commence at 6.45pm. You would visit
the schools formally and informally at least once per year,
be committed to attend training courses and take part in
monitoring in at least one area within the schools.
You will be part of a dynamic team who are comfortable
challenging constructively and involved in strategic
decision making.
Our Governing board is particularly looking for volunteers
who have knowledge of Health and Safety.
If this sounds like something you would like to be a part
of and you feel you have something extra to bring to the
team, then we really want to hear from you!
Ready to apply or have a query?
Then call or email us today so we can discuss this
opportunity with you further office@bushfieldschool.net
or 01908 314876.

WOLVERTON & GREENLEYS COMMUNITY MAGAZINE FEB/MAR 2020 ISSUE 120
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News from Greenleys

First School

Where Children Come First

Wolverton Lantern Festival
In advance of the annual Wolverton Lantern Festival, Jill, Hannah and Cathy came
into school to hold Lantern Workshops with our Year 2 children. They taught the
children how to make these lovely, delicate (yet sturdy) structures. The Lanterns
made, were at the festival, looking wonderful around the war memorial.

Christmas Performances
During the week beginning 9th December we held our Christmas performances throughout the
school. Children in the Foundation Stage performed in “Christmas Counts”. The older Year 1 & 2
children performed in “Christmas Fun & Fables”. Both performances were very well received by
the audiences, and we are very proud of the children & staff for all their hard work in making all
the performances such a success!

Pantomime Visit
We all had a very exciting visit to Milton Keynes Theatre to see
the Aladdin Pantomime. The children, many of whom may not
have been to the theatre before, had a fantastic time, and
were even given a free ice cream during the performance! This
visit was part subsidized by the school.

Walk to Church
The whole school walked to St George’s Church in Wolverton on Wednesday 18th
December 2019. Year 2 children lit Christingles and Year 1 and EYFS held LED
tea lights whilst singing Away in a Manger.

Christmas Fundraising
We are very lucky to have great support from our parents and carers whenever we hold fundraising
events. In early December we held our annual Christmas Fayre, which raised an amazing £657.13.
The raffle tickets sold during the Christmas performances raised a further £105.60, bringing the
total to £762.73. The school is planning to use this money to purchase phonics resources.
On the 13th December we took part in raising money for ‘Save the Children’ by having a ‘Wear
Something Festive to School Day’. The children and staff thoroughly enjoyed dressing up festively
and we raised £123.00 for this wonderful charity that helps so many children.

Our school website address is www.greenleysfirstschool.org.uk. Please take a look!

www.wolvertonandgreenleystowncouncil.gov.uk
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Cusacks Cars
AIRPORT CORPORATE PERSONAL

We specialise in airports
and long distance runs,
from 1 - 8 passengers
Specialists in:
New roofs/re-roofs
Lead work
Roof repairs
EPDM flat roofing
Chimney repairs
No job too big or small

ALL VEHICLES MUST BE PRE-BOOKED

Landline:

01908 881 884
Mobile:

07383 881 884

Call Lee today on
Tel: 01908 412376
Email: enquiries@morrisroofing.co.uk
Web: www.morrisroofs.co.uk
All work guaranteed

Monday
Fairfields
Fairfields Primary School, Apollo Avenue, MK11 4BA
3.30, 5.30, 7.30

Wednesday
Wolverton
Wolverton Scout Hall. Furze Way, Wolverton, MK12 5AQ
Warm welcome guaranteed. Call Jane 07886 808205

Fairfields and Wolverton Slimming World With Jane
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THERE’S SOMETHING FOR
EVERYONE AT WOLVERTON
TENNIS CLUB
Whether you are a young person looking to start learning to
play or an adult who wants to play socially or competitively.
•
•
•
•

WOLVERTON TOWN
BOWLS CLUB FORMED IN 1900

Competitive Annual Membership
Free Coaching for junior members April to July.
Adult Coaching
Clubhouse with bar

For coaching or a trial session: Pete Tolaini – 07740 004548
For membership enquiries: Iain Rae – 07748 047310
Osborne Street, Wolverton
Milton Keynes, MK12 5HH
www.wolvertontennisclub.co.uk

WOLVERTON TOWN
CC READY FOR 2020
BY ROGER GARRINI

By the time you read this,
cricket preparation for the
2020 season will have started
as nets begin at Radcliffe
school on Thursday evenings.
2020 started in November
when we formed a full
committee for the year, all
posts were taken some with
new members stepping up
to supplement the stalwarts.
The club is financially stable
although new sponsors to
supplement our friends at
Snappy Snaps are always
welcome. All of our rates
are entirely reasonable for
players.
As usual we run two sides in
Cherwell League on Saturday
(Divisions 2 & 7) and a 3rd
XI in the 4 counties League
on Saturdays and a team in
the Beds League on Sunday
to act as a development
team. We have vacancies
for players of all abilities.
We are currently looking for
computer literate scorers for
all teams. Please contact

Roger Garrini on 07801
716672 if you wish to join.
For juniors, coaching
starts in March also at
Radcliffe School, please
contact Kevin Pichowski
01908 565692 for more
information. These sessions
are self-funding so there will
be a charge, but all coaching
is led by ECB accredited
coaches all of whom are
DBS checked and are unpaid
volunteers.
We also have All Stars Cricket
for 5-9-year-old juniors which
is being run on Wednesday
evenings, and we are hoping
to start Dynamos Cricket for
8-10-year olds. Juniors must
apply to the ECB at Lord’s
and pay for the sessions
directly, but each child gets a
full set of kit.
Spectators are always
welcome at all matches and
our members can all use the
Sports Club bar and facilities
all through the year.

This year is a notable one for our club as it was
founded in 1900, so we are due to celebrate the
club’s 120th anniversary!
Like many other clubs and societies in the area it has its roots
in the Railway Works, when groups of like-minded people got
together to form various organisations. Amongst these there
were Cycling, Athletic, Cricket and Football clubs. Some of these
organisations such as our own club, Wolverton Park Bowls Club,
Bradwell Silver Band and the Working Mens Club still exist, while
others have evolved into larger groups, for example the Wolverton
Athletic Club provided the foundation for Milton Keynes Athletic
Club. We may well be the only one of these sports clubs still
playing at its original home.
As we look forward to the summer, our fixture list for the coming
season is almost finalised, and we look forward to renewing old
friendships and rivalries with other clubs in the area. There is still
much to be done to prepare the Bowling Green and its surrounds
for the approaching season, so there will be many more working
parties to fit in (and tea to be drunk) before the start of the season.
During the winter we continue with our programme of social
events, such as Quizzes and Race Nights. We shall also be hosting
some Bric-a-Brac fairs, and our weekly Bingo sessions continue
on Wednesday evenings, starting at 8pm. These are open to all.
To learn more about the Bowls Club and its activities please
contact: - Dave Tysoe on 0774 6954164 or Bruce Goldsmith on
01908 310514. Or email clubwolvertontown@gmail.com. You
can also find us on Facebook.
Wolverton Town Cricket
Club are holding Indoor
Cricket Nets at The
Radcliffe School Aylesbury
Street West starting on
Thursday 9th January from
6.30pm-8.30pm every
Thursday night everyone

welcome £5 a session.
The Radcliffe School is not
available in February and
March. But the first two
weeks in April will be on
Saturday afternoons at The
Leon School Water Hall
Centre Bletchley.

www.wolvertonandgreenleystowncouncil.gov.uk
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WHAT’S ON!

COMMUNITY EVENTS IN YOUR AREA
Foundation House, The Square
Friday 19th June 19:00-21:00
MK Soup

SAVE THE DATE!

JULY
St Mary and
t
S Giles School

Belgium

Summer Festival 2020
Sunday 12th July
Wolverton Rec

Saturday 11th July
MK Youth Choir Concert

19th-21st June
Wolverton Twinning Trip

Wolverton Recreation Ground

Urb Farm

Saturday 13th June 12:00-16:00
Jessica’s Rainbow Run

1st Wolverton Scout Hall, Furze Way
Saturday 28 March 11:00
Wolverton Scouts Jumble
ble Sale
th

Saturday 13th June 13:00-16:00
Summer Farm Fest

JUNE

Community Orchard

APRIL

Saturday 25th April 14:00-17:00
Spring Celebration

Foundation House, The Square
Friday 20th March 19:00-21:00
MK Soup

MARCH

Across the Parish

Stantonbury Theatre

MARCH

27th March 13:00-15:00
Parish Litter Pick

Town Hall Meeting Room
TTo

Tuesday 24th-Saturday 28th March 19:30
Wolverton Gilbert and Sullivan
Society Calamity Jane Play

Tuesday 25th February & 24th March 19:00
Full Council Meetings

The Square
Thursday 20th February 11:00-15:00
Community Information Event

FEBRUARY
Ridgeway Centre
Saturday 1 February 09:15
MK SEND Information Day
st

Town Hall Meeting Room
Tuesday 4th February & 24th March 19:00
Planning Committee Meeting

REGULAR MEETINGS
Hodge Lea Meeting Place Digital
Inclusion Sessions, every Monday
13:00-15:00
Old Bath House Arts for Health,
every Monday
Hodge Lea Meeting Place Shotokan
Karate, every Monday 18-20:00
Town Hall MKC Housing Outreach,
Every 2nd Monday each month 10:0012:00
Hodge Lea Meeting Place, Sew and
So’s Group, Every Tuesday 19:3021:30 & Every Thursday 09:30-11:30
Swinfen Harris Hall, Stony Stratford
Local Alzheimer’s Group, every
Tuesday 10-12:00

St Georges Church Coffee Morning,
1st Tuesday each month, 10:30-12:00
Wolverton Library Knit, Natter and
Stitch, 1st Tuesday each month
13:00-14:30
Wolverton Evangelical Church
Toddler Group, every Tuesday (term
time only) 13:15-14:45
Kings Community Centre Laptop
Drop in Sessions, every Tuesday
13:30-15:00

Town Hall Home Care Preferred
Health Care, Every 1st Wednesday
each month 10:00-12:00

Wolverton Evangelical Church
Explorers Children’s Club, every
Friday (term time only) 17:00-18:00

Town Hall Wolverton on Track Radio
Show, Every 2nd Wednesday each
month 13:00-14:00

Town Hall Farmers Market, 1st & 3rd
Saturday each month

Foundation House Women’s
Institute, Every 2nd Wednesday each
month 19:45
Kings Community Centre Lunch Drop
in, every Thursday 11:30-13:30

Hodge Lea Meeting Place Baby
College, every Tuesday 11:00-12:15

Old Bath House Country Market,
every Friday 9:00-13:00

Hodge Lea Meeting Place Free Play
& Craft Sessions, every Wednesday
9:30-11:30

Wolverton Library Stories, Songs &
Rhymes, Every Friday 14:00-14:30
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Bushfield School Who Let the Dad’s
Out?, 1st Saturday each month,
10:00-12:00
West End United Church Hymns &
Cake, 2nd Sunday each month, 14:3016:00
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CONTACT US
WOLVERTON & GREENLEYS TOWN COUNCIL

TOWN HALL STAFF

Serving the communities of Wolverton, Greenleys, Old Wolverton,
Wolverton Mill, Stonebridge, Hodge Lea and Stacey Bushes.

Mandy Shipp ASSISTANT TO THE CLERK

Office Town Hall, Creed
Street, Wolverton, MK12 5LY

Email office@wolvertonandgreenleys
towncouncil.gov.uk

Monday to Thursday
9:30am to 4:30pm

Web wolvertonandgreenleystown
council.gov.uk
 @WandGTC
 wolverton & Greenleys Town Council
 wolvertonandgreenleys

Friday 10am to 3pm
Phone 01908 326800

Sally McLellan TOWN CLERK
Jan Nawrocki FINANCE OFFICER
Dianne Bowyer PROJECT OFFICER
Tracy Pearson COMMUNITY OFFICER
Colleen Wren ADMINISTRATOR
Ash Randall AREA CARETAKER
Alec Brindle ASSISTANT CARETAKER
ENVIRONMENTAL ENFORCEMENT OFFICER
David Barnes on 07909 520793

YOUR TOWN COUNCILLORS
GREENLEYS WARD

WOLVERTON WEST WARD

Stacey Bushes and Hodge Lea Ward:

Ola Oladepo
email: o.oladepo@wolvertonandgreenleys
towncouncil.gov.uk

Hilary Saunders
phone: 01908 319271
email: h.saunders@wolvertonandgreenley
stowncouncil.gov.uk

Robin Bradburn
phone: 07742 164318, email:
robin.bradburn@milton-keynes.gov.uk

Ayo Aiyeola
phone: 07872 444123
email: a.aiyeola@wolvertonandgreenleys
towncouncil.gov.uk
1 VACANT POSITION
HODGE LEA WARD

Shaaron Forbes
email: s.forbes@wolvertonandgreenleys
towncouncil.gov.uk
Yvonne Cook
email: y.cook@wolvertonandgreenleys
towncouncil.gov.uk

STACEY BUSHES WARD

Steven Barby
email: s.barby@wolvertonandgreenleys
towncouncil.gov.uk

Ansar Hussain
phone: 07742 637638
email: a.hussain@wolvertonandgreenleys
towncouncil.gov.uk

Naseem Khan
phone: 07811 268236
email: n.khan@wolvertonandgreenleys
towncouncil.gov.uk

2 VACANT POSITIONS

1 VACANT POSITION

MKC WARD COUNCILLORS

WOLVERTON EAST WARD

Wolverton Ward:

Adrian Moss MAYOR
phone: 07905 319140
email: a.moss@wolvertonandgreenleys
towncouncil.gov.uk

Peter Marland
phone: 07769 365316, email:
peter.marland@milton-keynes.gov.uk

Samera Riaz
email: s.mukadam@wolvertonangreen
leystowncouncil.gov.uk
2 VACANT POSITIONS

Marie Bradburn
phone: 01908 234120, email:
marie.bradburn@milton-keynes.gov.uk
Robert Exon
phone: 01908 220321, email:
robert.exon@milton-keynes.gov.uk

WOLVERTON WARD
COUNCILLORS DROP
IN SURGERIES
Wolverton Town Hall
1st & 3rd Saturday of each month from
10.00am. No appointment needed.
Appointments can also be arranged
at any time throughout the year.
Please get in touch.

Robert Middleton
phone: 07849 725830, email:
robert.middleton@milton-keynes.gov.uk
Norman Miles
phone: 07808 844771, email:
norman.miles@milton-keynes.gov.uk

WGTC do NOT endorse any of the businesses advertised or any views expressed in the featured articles.

www.wolvertonandgreenleystowncouncil.gov.uk
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