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FESTIVE LIGHTING 
DISPLAY UPDATE  
BY WGTC

ALBERT FRENCH
REMEMBRANCE 
BY WGTC

You may recall from the last issue 
of the newsletter, we advised you 
on the challenges that WGTC were 
facing as a result of the code of 
practice for street lighting being 
implemented by Milton Keynes 
Council. It meant that items such 
as hanging baskets and festive 
lighting, installed onto lamp posts/
columns could compromise their 
safety.  

WGTC have been working together 
with Milton Keynes Council 
and Ringways as well as our 
contractors to be able to provide 
the parish with a festive display 
this year. Tests have since been 
undertaken across all the parish 
columns and we have been 
given the go ahead to install 
lighting onto most of the columns 
along Stratford Road, Wolverton 
and Ardwell Lane, Greenleys 
(shop area). Unfortunately the 
columns in Stacey Bushes require 
replacement and are therefore 
unsafe to install the lights that you 
have grown accustomed to each 
year. We hope to see new columns 
in place before the end of the year. 

WGTC need to work within 
budgets and also start looking 
at new ways to have its 
festive display, which doesn’t 
compromise the code of conduct. 
The cost to implement new 
infrastructure to support future 
lighting is costly, meaning that 
the displays that we have grown 
accustomed to seeing each year, 

will be less than we are used to, 
but these will be built on year  
on year. 

The following plans that have 
been agreed for this year’s display 
are as follows:

Wolverton - current plans for 
2020 will be to not have a tree 
in The Square Wolverton, due to 
the rising costs of this which has 
more than doubled, instead there 
will be new infrastructure put in 
place for The Square, with lights 
being used in the trees rather than 
the columns which are unsafe.   

Stacey Bushes - there will be 
new infrastructure put in place 
for Stacey Bushes so that there 
is lighting in the tree opposite the 
shop by feeder column. Column 
replacements should mean that 
we can reinstate the motifs down 
Briar Hill in 2021.  The latest 
update is that we the columns 
could be replaced before the end 
of the year.

Hodge Lea – there is current 
infrastructure from the local shop 
at Hodge Lea to light the tree 
outside, further infrastructure will 
be looked at in the 2021 budget to 
light further trees.

Greenleys - current columns are 
to be used for lighting around the 
Greenleys Shops, the budget from 
2021 will be used to implement 
a new infrastructure for the 
community trees to be lit.

Mayor Adrian Moss and Councillor 
Hilary Saunders attended their first 
public event since early March, 
to mark the 104th anniversary of 
the death of Albert French, at the 
MK Rose in Campbell Park. Albert 
French was a resident of Wolverton 
who lied about his age in order to 
fight in the First World War, but who 
sadly died a week before his 17th 
birthday near Ploegsteert woods in 
Belgium, where he is buried. Mayor 

Moss laid a wreath at the pillar, 
next to three others which were 
laid respectively by the Mayor of 
MK, The Western Front Association 
and on behalf of the MK Rose. 

As a result of Albert’s bravery, 
Wolverton is twinned with the 
Belgian town of Ploegsteert. You 
can visit the MK Rose at Campbell 
Park to view the Albert French 
pillar alongside many more. 

Mayor Moss and Councillor Saunders at MK Rose

Heritage Open
Days 2020

The Wolverton Society for Arts and Heritage
is running two guided walks as part of the

Heritage Open Days this year. There are
limited spaces so please ensure you book

your tickets via the Eventbrite links. Please
also ensure you arrive 10 minutes before the
start of your chosen walk, at the Town Hall.

You can book your tickets on the following
links:

Friday 11th September Walk:
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/heritage-

open-days-wolverton-walks-tickets-
112790058100

Wednesday 16th September Walk:
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/heritage-

open-days-second-wolverton-walks-tickets-
112791285772



Welcome to the August 
edition of Wolverton and 
Greenleys News. With all 
this beautiful weather 
the plants around the 
town have been thriving. 

When the plants arrived at the 
beginning of June, we were 
unsure how many volunteers 
were going to be able to plant 
the hundreds of flowers in the 
planters across the parish. 
Fortunately, our super Britain 
in Bloom team were supported 
by more community volunteers 
who managed to plant the 
flowers in a matter of days. If 
you are one of the fortunate 
people to have a planter 
provided by these wonderful 
volunteers, please give it the 
love and attention it needs to 
ensure their hard work does not 
go to waste. It’s such a shame to 
see wilted planters, which have 

had a lack of water, when these 
people have dedicated their time 
to provide this service.

The Town Council has been busy 
working with Milton Keynes 
Council to improve Greenleys 
shops. New planters were 
installed and were planted by 
the Britain in Bloom team. The 
shops also had new paving 
and play area improvements 
installed. We are keen to keep 
improving the area and are 
looking for people to join the 
Neighbourhood Plan Steering 
Group to steer improvements 
in your area. More information 
on this steering group and the 
feedback we have received 
so far on the Neighbourhood 
Plan from the last newsletter, is 
included inside.

Although we are in the height of 
summer we have already started 
to prepare for our festive display. 
This year our festive display will 

look a lot different to previous 
years, due to the lampposts 
in the parish being classed as 
unfit to take the weight from 
our Christmas lights. We are 
also unable to take power from 
these lampposts, which means 
we have had to significantly 
reduce our display this year. 
However, our lights were coming 
to the end of their life span, so 
the council had the foresight 
to include in the budget to 
purchase new lights over the 
next three years. This funding 
has enabled us to purchase new 
lights for the trees in the Square. 
Due to the cost of a Christmas 
tree more than doubling in price 
we have invested in installing 
new electrical connections to 
enable the decoration of these 
beautiful living trees, located in 
the Square.

Lastly, I wanted to praise our 
shops and small businesses 
for the adjustments they have 

made to their businesses during 
COVID19, to be able to continue 
to serve the community. 
These have been challenging 
times and the efforts from 
local businesses has not gone 
unnoticed. The council will 
be teaming up with Future 
Wolverton to celebrate small 
business day on 5th December 
and welcome all businesses and 
community to get involved. 
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WELCOME

INSIDE

Editor Colleen Wren & Mandy Shipp Designers TravisBead

7-8 |  REDUCE YOUR CARBON FOOTPRINT 
Check out some helpful improvements for reducing your 

homes carbon footprint  

9 | CLIMATE CHANGE IN THE GARDEN  
Simple ideas to make to your garden to help slow down 

climate change

12 |  WGTC RESPONSE TO COVID-19
FOOD CRISIS
Take a look at how many people WGTC have helped during 

Covid-19 lockdown 

16 |  SOCIALLY DISTANCED TWINNING 
Find out how this year’s Twinning Ceremony took place

How long will it take you to find Wolvie 
the Wolf? She’s hiding somewhere in 
this newsletter.

WOLVIE THE WOLF CHALLENGE

Sally McLellan
Town Clerk

CORRECTION 

The article “Greenleys Shops Improvements” 
on page 18 of Issue 122 May/June 2020 of the 
Wolverton & Greenleys Community Magazine 
contained an error. There is NO closure planned 
for the Greenleys Community Centre that the Town 
Council are aware of.



     Urb Farm Newsletter 

To sign up to Veggie Mail and receive a list of available produce, please email veggie.mail@mkchristianfoundation.co.uk. To sign up to Veggie Mail and receive a list of available produce, please email veggie.mail@mkchristianfoundation.co.uk. 
For more regular updates on the urb farm, please search for “Growing People” on Facebook or instagram!For more regular updates on the urb farm, please search for “Growing People” on Facebook or instagram!

All puffed up and nowhere to go! This recently fledged great tit chick 
is just gorgeous! We are always delighted when wildlife chooses 
to come and live with us at the farm. We work hard to provide a 
safe and welcoming space for all creatures and when a fox finds a 
den, a hedgehog comes to feast or a bird builds its nest with us, we 
never take that for granted! We have had the absolute pleasure of 
welcoming tens of thousands of different species of insect, bird, 
amphibian, mammal, reptile, mollusc and annelid (earthworm!) to 
the farm and we believe it is one of the most important things we do 
at the farm!

When your food tastes so good you end up covering your face in 
it!! Our flowers are absolutely teeming with honey bees from the 
Urban Bee-lievers hives, based at the farm. You can order Wolverton-
produced honey using the email address below!

Why bother with a proper bee hotel when you can just move 
into the screw casing of your local ‘Hotel Hozelock’!!? This fluffy, 
pollen-covered solitary bee is certainly looking at home in its new 
accommodation - our extremely well-used hose reel!

Poltyunnels provide the perfect habitat for frogs and toads, and in the 
summer we find them hiding out under every plant, pot and piece 
of wood we have in each tunnel! The warm, wet conditions provide 
a damp atmosphere, perfect for amphibians, plus there are always 
plenty of slugs and insects waiting to be snacked on!

  Care          Learn       Create      Recycle      Grow       Gather        Feed       Restore

july 2020 - creature special!
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SAVE WOLVERTON’S 
SWIFTS & MARTINS 
BY EMMA RIX AND PAUL DUBERY

Since April, you may have heard or 
seen Swifts screaming overhead, 
having returned from Africa for 
their breeding season in our 
cooler climates. Despite that 
long flight, they return to familiar 
nest-sites every year and we 
are lucky in Wolverton to have 
a number of well-established 
nesting sites on buildings around 
the centre of town. They are often 
to be heard screaming up and 
down above Wolverton’s streets, 
catching flying insects to feed to 
their young, but their numbers 
have dropped significantly in the 
past few years, so everything we 
can do to help them is a bonus. 
Thanks to the generosity of local 
people we have had donations 
of swift nest boxes matched by 
Wolverton residents offering their 
buildings for installation – by 
the time you read this, probably 
a dozen or more will have been 
installed on houses, churches and 
other local buildings. We are also 
grateful to Martin of MK Swifts 
Group for his advice and support.

In August they will be returning 
south by flying continuously until 
those that are ready to breed 
will return, land briefly to set 
up nests and feed their young 

from next April onwards. The 
youngest won’t breed for 3 or 4 
years but will prospect for nest 
sites every time they return.

House Martins are also familiar 
Wolverton summer residents, 
particularly along Western Road 
where a number of mud-built nest 
sites under the eaves of buildings 
have been used for several years. 
They deserve our support too!

Our efforts will continue after 
the birds have departed for 
Africa, so if you can help us in 
any way please get in touch via 
our Facebook group: search for 
“Save Wolverton’s Swifts and 
Martins” – or our Instagram 
page savewolvertonswifts

We’ve recently launched the 
second phase of the project, 
which is to raise funds for more 
nest boxes, aimed at the larger 
buildings in town, including 
Foundation House in the Square. 
Swifts seem to respond to 
nesting close together so if we 
can fit multiple boxes, we should 
be even more successful. Our 
crowdfunding page is at www.
justgiving.com/crowdfunding/
savewolvertonswifts, 
please help if you can.

Swift in flight & House Martin chicks in mud-built nest

GROW YOUR OWN
AT YOUR LOCAL

ALLOTMENT
SITE!

For more information or to book a site
visit, please contact us on

office@wolvertonandgreenleystowncouncil.
gov.uk

WGTC have plots

available at 

STACEY HILL

ALLOTMENTS

our Environmental
Enforcement Officer

David Barnes
Contact Him about....

Dog Fouling Issues
Litter 
Fly tipping
Abandoned Vehicles  

Mobile: 07909520793
dlenvironmental168@gmail.com 

 



WOLVERTON & GREENLEYS COMMUNITY MAGAZINE AUG/SEPT 2020 ISSUE 123

05



06

www.wolvertonandgreenleystowncouncil.gov.uk

Dennis Young is an 
avid allotment holder 
in Wolverton, he has 
worked an allotment 
for over eighty years 
and I reckon that is an 
achievement worth 
recognising. 

On the evening of the 23rd 
January I sat with Dennis 
and his wife, Frances, and 
reminisced over the past and 
whilst asking a few questions 
about having an allotment and 
I thought it would be nice to 
share his story.

How long have you worked 
an allotment? I was eight years 
old when I remember going to 
the allotment with my Dad. Their 
original plot was on the site 
where the Furze Way bungalows 
are now. The site was so much 
bigger then, stretching from 
Windsor Street right over to 
Kiln Farm and the fields of 
allotments which run over to the 
other side of Marron Lane. For 
those of you with plots on the 
Hodge Furze site now, that is 
why the numbering system is so 
strange! I inherited the plot from 
my parents and even though 

the site changed several times, 
I always loved working it and 
even when life moved on, and I 
got married in 1964, I continued 
with my allotment. 

But it was in the late 80s that 
I got the plot on the Hodge 
Furze site, I have had the same 
plot for nearing 40 years now. 
When Wolverton Works was in 
full swing and it was extremely 
popular to have an allotment, 
the site was full of people 
growing vegetables, fruit and 
flowers. It was a great way to 
socialise and share ideas.

What were the shows 
like at Wolverton Works 
for Allotment Holders? 
There was a healthy level of 
competition and everyone 
joined in and it was up to RHS 
standards. People showed 
leeks, carrots, cabbages, 
and other vegetables. The 
Chrysanthemums and Dahlia 
flower competition was really 
popular, and I can remember 
the allotment site being full of 
flowers! There used to a be a 
funniest vegetable competition 
and the schools used to take 
part and children would enter by 
showing ‘Gardening on a Plate’. 
There was a flower arranging 

competition, I could go on, but 
I guess it was like a Country 
Show is now.

Do you have a favourite fruit 
or vegetable to grow? Not 
really, I like to grow stuff that 
we eat...but people say if you 
can grow good carrots and 
cauliflower you have done well 
but growing different varieties of 
fruit and vegetable is a bit of a 
challenge!

What do you love about 
having an allotment? The fresh 
air and exercise help keep me 
fit, there’s no need for a gym 
when you have an allotment. It 
gives me a routine, I go most 
days and I like the camaraderie 
and it really gives me a sense of 
pride and satisfaction when it 
looks good. I haven’t been well 
lately, but several plot holders 
offered to help look after my 
plot. It gives me a sense of 
purpose and it’s a great thing 
to do in retirement and we have 
just had a lady join in her 70’s 
which is good to see.

Do you have a funny story? 
Years ago, we found out one of 
the plot holders was living in his 
shed and washing in our water 
bucket! He had been banished 

from his house after he had 
an argument with his wife! You 
could align the allotment site to 
a good episode of Coronation 
Street especially with all the 
people there!

And finally, what advice would 
you give to new comers? 
Don’t over do it, little and often. 
You need sensible shoes and 
a good quality stainless steel 
fork and spade. You need to 
get the ground clean in the first 
place and dig the ground in 
the Autumn if you have done 
before Christmas that’s good, 
so the frost breaks up the soil. 
You could plant green manure 
or mustard seed to dig it in to 
improve the soil and it keeps the 
weeds at bay. Keep on top of 
those perennial weeds! Potatoes 
do help to break up the soil and 
you could use raised beds. You 
do need a way of collecting 
water as our site only has 
pumps but overall don’t expect 
too much for a couple of years 
in the way of produce.

I really enjoyed listening to 
Dennis telling me his life and his 
allotment if anyone is interested 
in having a plot please email 
hodgeclub19@gmail.co.uk

80 YEARS OF ALLOTMENTING! 
BY KEELY EATON 

Slimming World members from the Wolverton Scout Hall 
Group, have used lockdown to slim down losing over 
112 stone between them! Since physical groups were 
suspended in March, they have attended virtual sessions 
to get support with helping them to lose weight. 

Not only have they been losing stones, but they have 
also been painting stones for a 100km Memory Walk their 
consultant, Jane Hammonds, is undertaking. Jane will be  
 

walking round the MK boundary raising money for Alzheimer’s 
Research UK. People can sponsor a kilometre for £5 and have 
a painted stone with a loved one’s name placed at that point. 

With physical groups set to start again from 12th August,  
with social distancing measures in place, how many more 
stones can we lose? For more information about Jane’s charity 
walk or for joining Slimming World, please contact Jane on 
07886 808205. 

SLIMMERS LOSE 122 STONE DURING 
LOCKDOWN BY JANE HAMMONDS
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WE CAN ALL PLAY A PART IN REDUCING 
THE CARBON FOOTPRINT IN OUR HOMES 
BY DIANNE BOWYER, PROJECTS OFFICER

We can all play a part in 
reducing our carbon footprint, 
sometimes with just the 
smallest of changes to our 
habits. A great many of the 
houses in our area are ‘old 
housing stock’ but even so 
changes can still be made. 
Older buildings may take 
longer to heat but they also 
take longer to cool compared 
to the more recently built 
housing stock. The first 
thing to do is review your 
energy use and habits and 
question your current habits 
and comfort standards for 
the whole house. Once you 
have done this then you 
can go on to make changes 
wherever possible. The aim is 
to increase efficiency in your 
home, avoid wastage and 
reduce carbon emissions. 
Once you have carried out 
changes it is important to 
then review these looking for 
unintended consequences 
such as over-heating, excess 
moisture and poor air quality. 
Changes are not intended 
to harm the building but to 
enable it to become more 
effective and cost efficient 
but changes also need to be 
proportionate to the house 
and sustainable ensuring a 
comfortable environment for 
you and your family.                                

Small changes that will make 
a difference to the comfort  
of the occupants can easily  
be made. 

Air movement in a building 
has a greater effect on comfort 
than actual temperature. Cold 
draughts will make occupants 
feel chilly, regardless of the 
room temperature.  Draught 
proofing and closing curtains 
or blinds at night will make 
a huge difference to their 
comfort and reduce heat loss 
significantly. Adding rugs 
or carpet to solid ground 
floors will reduce radiant 
heat loss but they must be 
permeable to avoid trapping 
moisture. Equally, adding 
rugs or carpet to suspended 
timber floors reduces radiant 
heat loss and draughts 
through floorboards. Fitted 
carpet will reduce air leakage 
through gaps in floorboards 
but all floor coverings and 
underlay must be permeable 
to avoid trapping moisture 
and preventing air flow. 
Traditionally constructed 
houses need to maintain a 
good degree of ventilation to 
ensure that the fabric of the 
building can still breathe.  

Seventy to eighty percent of 
the heat from an open fire 
goes up the chimney but an 

unused chimney stack will 
also allow very large volumes 
of warm air to escape. An 
unused chimney stack should 
never be completely blocked.

Installing reflective panels 
behind radiators will reflect 
the heat into your rooms 
which would otherwise be lost 
through the walls.

Programme your thermostat 
to give differing temperatures 
throughout the day. The house 
does not need to be heated to 
the same temperature when 
it is unoccupied so turning 
the thermostat down when 
you are out will reduce your 
fuel bills. Bedrooms do not 
necessarily need to be as 
warm as the living room so 
installing individual controls  
on your radiators will allow  
you to have better control of 
your heating. 

Changing your traditional light 
bulbs with low energy ones 
will not only reduce the energy 
used, they also generally last a 
lot longer than others. Turning 
lights and appliances off or 
down when not in use can 
also make a difference. 

Installing a smart meter will 
allow you to monitor the 
energy that you are using at 

any given time. Smart meters 
themselves do not save 
energy but they allow you 
to make choices when you 
become aware of what is a 
high energy user. 

We also need to turn 
our attention to water 
consumption. Waste water, or 
‘grey water’ as it is generally 
known uses a considerable 
amount of energy to clean 
as does heating the water 
in your home. The UK water 
supply is expected to begin 
exceeding demand around 20 
- 25 years from now, at which 
point, unless we take action 
to change things, we will not 
have enough water to supply 
our needs. The average 
UK adult uses 150 litres of 
‘drinking’ quality water per 
day. There are measures that 
we can take now to reduce 
the demand on water and 
most of which are very simple 
to apply. 

Having a water meter installed 
will not only allow you to 
monitor your consumption but 
could save you money as you 
are then only paying for your 
usage. 

As you replace appliances 
consider purchasing 
water efficient goods such 
as washing machines, 
dishwashers, and shower 
heads. Operating washing 
machines and dishwashers 
when at full capacity 
can reduce your water 
consumption dramatically. A 
typical washing machine will 
use 30-35 gallons of water  
per cycle and a dishwasher, 
25 gallons. 
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Installing a water saving 
shower head, which reduces 
the volume of water flow, could 
reduce the water used from 
5 – 10 gallons per minute to 3 
gallons per minute. Additional 
water could be saved if your 
shower habits change and you 
take a shorter shower. Turning 
off the tap when cleaning 
your teeth can save up to 
6 litres of water per minute. 
If each person is cleaning 
their teeth twice daily for the 
recommended 2 minutes, that 
is 24 litres per day per person 
in the household! 

•  Simple things such as fixing 
that annoying dripping tap 
could save 15 litres per day. 

•  Using a water displacement 
device in the toilet cistern 
can reduce the amount of 
water used for each flush, 
typically by one or two 
litres. A third of our water is 
flushed away!

•  Putting a jug of water in the 
fridge will reduce the amount 
of water that you ‘run off’ to 
obtain a cold drink.  

•  Repurpose water, by using 
the water that you use to 
rinse the vegetables to water 
the plants in the garden. 

• Install a water butt.

These are all very simple 
things that we can adopt into 
our daily lives. 

On a grander scale there are 
larger projects that we can 
undertake if for example you 
are looking to replace an item  
 

in the home or are undertaking 
building work. 

Replacing a toilet with a dual 
flush/low flush model could 
save at least 3 litres per flush. 

Replacing modern plaster with 
lime or clay plasters have a 
direct influence on the room 
temperature and comfort. 
While you would not want 
to go to the expense and 
disruption of replacing all the 
plaster in your house it might 
be something to consider if you 
are planning on carrying out 
some building work that you 
could incorporate this into. 

Ensure that you have 
the maximum level and 
appropriate insulation for 
your home. This can vary 
depending on the structure 
of the house so it may be 
prudent to take advice before 
carrying out this work. The 
thermal efficiency of your 
house will benefit from regular 
maintenance as well as adding 
insulation.

There are ‘green’ energy 
suppliers such as Green 
Energy UK that only provide 
energy from renewable 
sources so this may be worth 
investigating if you are looking 
to switch provider. 

There are positive steps 
which have a fundamental 
consequence on our carbon 
footprint and the future of 
our society. There are no 
‘one size fits all solutions’ 
because every household 
uses energy and water in 
different ways but these are 
just some of the changes that 
you could consider to help 
reduce your carbon footprint 
as well as saving you money. 
You can assess your energy 
efficiency on the Government 
website – www.gov.uk/
improve-energy-efficiency 
and your household’s carbon 
footprint by going to www.
carbonindependent.org

MK Council has introduced 21 
eCargo bikes to its vehicle fleet to 
help make council business travel 
more sustainable. 

The Council’s tree and highway 
inspectors will use the bikes as a 
greener way of getting around the 
borough for their investigations.

Highway and tree inspections 
clock up around 5,000 miles of 
council travel each year.  The 
council intends to lead the 
way with sustainable transport 
solutions and will continue to 
explore alternative travel options 
to help meet its ambition for MK to 
become zero-carbon by 2030.

The fleet will also be available to 
lease to local businesses as part 

of the Council’s smarter business 
travel initiative helping businesses 
reduce transport costs and 
emissions. Three of the eCargo 
bikes will be available for a local 
social enterprise.

The Council secured funding from 
the Department for Transport to 
purchase the eCargo bikes, which 
can carry up to 630 litres providing 
a green transport solution for first 
and last mile deliveries.

MK Council’s children social care 
team swapped to electric cars 
last year, in what was believed to 
be a UK first. Each social worker 
travels on average 150 miles per 
month, and the team shares four 
cars to make their short journeys 
around MK.

Cllr Jenny Marklew, Cabinet 
Member for Sustainability said, 
“We are committed to new and 
innovative ways to contribute 
towards our ambition of becoming 
carbon neutral by 2030. Ecargo 
bikes are such a fantastic way to 
help us achieve this, meaning the 
council staff, social enterprises 
and local businesses are all able to 
play a part in reducing our impact 
on the environment.”

“I think electric bikes are the 
future, and I’m really proud that 
yet again Milton Keynes is leading 
the way.”

Tim Anderson, Head of Transport 
at Energy Saving Trust, said: “The 
Department for Transport eCargo 
Bike Grant Fund attracted a 

significant number of applications. 
The 18 local authorities who have 
successfully secured funding will 
purchase a total of 273 eCargo 
bikes and nine eCargo bike 
trailers, enabling more businesses 
to benefit from access.”

“eCargo bikes are an attractive 
low carbon transport solution 
which offer important benefits, 
most impressively fuel cost 
savings and contributing to 
improved local air quality. Last 
mile delivery is an important area 
for consideration in our journey to 
reduce transport emissions to net 
zero by 2050.”

MK COUNCIL INTRODUCE ECARGO BIKES 



WOLVERTON & GREENLEYS COMMUNITY MAGAZINE AUG/SEPT 2020 ISSUE 123

09

Currently climate change is 
the biggest threat to humanity 
and life on our planet. 
The UK Government has 
passed legislation to reduce 
greenhouse gas emissions to 
net zero by 2050. This news 
has, understandably, been 
knocked off the top spot by 
the COVID-19 pandemic. 

There is evidence that the 
world is warming up giving 
rise to extreme events such as 
droughts, floods and hurricanes 
as weather patterns change. 
The Met Office predict that by 
the end of the century the UK 
average winter temperature 
will be 4.2oC higher and 
summer temperatures up to 
5.4oC more than the 1961-
80 average. In addition, our 
winters are likely to be wetter 
and our summers drier with 
snow and frost less prevalent. 
It is not hard to see what such 
changes will mean to gardeners 
whether they are growing in a 
window box, on a balcony, an 
urban garden or allotment.  

In the meantime, 
what can we do? 

Well, if one thing has come 
out of the lockdown, it is that 
more people have started to 

take an interest in gardening 
whether it be to grow their 
own produce or nurture the 
best chrysanthemums in the 
street! And there are things 
that we can all do to make a 
difference. If everyone made 
a small effort, collectively, 
we could make changes that 
will have a lasting effect.

Here are some ideas that 
growers could adopt when 
making changes to their 
gardens and some changes 
that could become best 
practice on a regular basis. 

Grow your own vegetables, 
fruit and herbs. Eating our own 
seasonal crops and preserving 
excess by bottling and freezing 
reduces our food miles and 
reliance on imported goods. 

Collect rainwater. Fit water 
butts to all your downpipes 
from house roofs, sheds and 
greenhouses to collect as 
much rainwater as possible. 
The less mains water that 
we use, the more energy is 
saved by not having to treat 
it to make it drinkable.

Make your own compost. 
Recycling garden waste at 
source in your own garden is 
the ultimate in sustainability. 
It is much better even than 
putting it in your green bin 
as this involves collection by 
carbon-emitting vehicles and 
equipment. Making your own 
also means that you will buy 
less bagged compost or mulch 
which also have ‘hidden’ carbon 
emissions from their production, 
transportation and distribution.

Create multi layered planting. 
Plants help reduce extremes 
of temperatures in their 
surroundings. The shade 

created traps the air amongst 
its foliage. Layering trees, 
shrubs and perennials mimics a 
natural woodland which in turn 
moderates the microclimate in 
the garden. Growing ‘mortar 
friendly’ climbers against your 
walls, planting shrubs near 
to the house and installing a 
green roof will protect your 
building against extremes 
of hot and cold weather. 
This reduces the energy use 
on your heating system.

Use water to moderate 
temperatures. Adding a large 
or medium sized pond to your 
garden will help to lessen 
the extremes of temperature. 
Water heats and cools at a 
slower rate than air, moderating 
the atmosphere around it. In 
Victorian times, when many 
of the Wolverton houses were 
built, gardeners would install a 
water tank in their greenhouse 
to cool the air in the summer 
and stave off the worst of 
the frosts in the winter. 

Install permeable paving. 
If you are considering laying 
paving in your garden, using 
gravel or porous paving will 
allow the water to soak into 
the ground reducing run-off 
and excess puddling during 
downpours. By including 
pockets into hard surfaces for 
planting, will also allow the 
run-off to flow into them rather 
than running into the drains. 

Mulch your soil rather than 
digging. Adopting a no-dig 
method lessens the oxidisation 
of organic matter, which 
releases CO2 and helps to 
preserve the micro-organisms 
that keep the soils healthy 
and in turn helps to store the 
CO2 in the soil. Leaving the 
soil undisturbed will mimic 

a woodland floor. Collecting 
fallen leaves in the autumn and 
bagging them up and leaving 
them for a year or composting 
them will create the ideal mulch.

Prepare your plants for 
survival. We make changes 
to the way we feed and 
water our plants. By using a 
potash-rich feed rather than a 
nitrogen-rich fertiliser we can 
make plants more resilient.

Plant in the ground wherever 
possible. Plants in containers 
need more watering, feeding 
and maintenance. If you are 
unable to plant in the ground, 
then use the largest pot that 
you can. If you are planting 
in pots on a balcony check 
that the balcony can bear the 
weight of the pots - they can 
be extremely heavy when 
filled with moist compost.

Choose permanent plants 
over annuals. Trees, shrubs, 
and hardy herbaceous plants 
take in CO2 from the air and 
store it either in their stems or 
branches or they secrete it into 
the soil through their roots. 

There is an abundance of 
information and advice available 
on what plants to grow and 
hints and tips on how to cope 
with the changing climate and 
how to reduce your carbon 
footprint when gardening. 

Royal Horticultural 
Society – rhs.org.uk

Committee for Climate 
Change – theccc.org.uk

Gardeners World - 
Gardenersworld.com/
climate-change

Met Office - 
metoffice.gov.uk

CHANGES WE CAN MAKE IN OUR 
GARDENS TO HELP REDUCE CLIMATE 
CHANGE BY DIANNE BOWYER, PROJECTS OFFICER
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WOLVERTON & GREENLEYS  
IN BLOOM UPDATE BY CLLR HILARY SAUNDERS

We are delighted at the 
way our area looks, with 
the new colour scheme of 
Purple, Yellow and White. 

Greenleys has had the biggest make-
over, with new bins and flower troughs 
pushed for by our Milton Keynes 
Councillors, paid for by MKC and 
installed by Serco. All we ladies had 
to do was put our plants in the top! 
The new planters have reservoirs 
which are filled up as necessary 
by our contractors, Axiom B, who 
have done our wall and lamp-post 
baskets for many years now.

We were disappointed when MKC told 
us that The Square and Church Street 
lamp-posts that had flower baskets on 
them (and, later, Christmas decorations) 
were no longer considered safe to 
take them, having been designed 
simply to support the street lights, 
not extra weights. As it turns out, the 
same baskets put on the railings at 
the side of the Agora and around the 
War Memorial railings in The Square 
are giving us a lovely show. The 
Springtime bulbs were good again 

everywhere and the perennials we put 
in the War Memorial garden are doing 
well, coming back year after year.

We were amazed at how well the 
doorstep planters, looked after by 
householders, had done through the 
winter. The geraniums that would 
normally have been killed off by frost 
made it through the Winter and started 
flowering prolifically. Similarly, the 
troughs and planters in The Square.

In the early weeks of lockdown we 
didn’t dare to stop on our “exercise 
walks” to pull weeds out, but once the 
new bedding plants arrived in early 
June, we felt we could safely work on 
getting these out, keeping at a distance 
in the open air. We had several extra 
helpers this year, which made all the 
difference to the speed we could get 
the new plants into place, so thanks 
are due to Beckie, Jenny, Emily, Geoff, 
Jess and Fred. Jo and Linda will 
hopefully be able to help again soon.

All Britain-in-Bloom judging was 
cancelled this year, and it was so 
much less stressful for us that we 
won’t enter for the judging again, 

particularly as the cost went up to 
£150. We shall spend the entry money 
on our own show in Wolverton and 
Greenleys and make everywhere 
look as good as we can on the town 
council budget without competing 
with other towns for a certificate. We 
shall do it all just for us and you!

Please remember to keep watering 
and removing the dead flowers to 
encourage new ones to come. Even 
when it rains, planters close to walls 
do not get much water. If your door 
opens directly on to the street and 
you don’t already have planter, we can 
provide you with one by the Autumn, 
free of charge, if you request it from 
the Town Council by email or phone. 
Equally, if you have a planter but don’t 
want to look after it any more, we can 
take it away. Just let the office know.

It was good to see so many more 
window boxes this year. And also 
more private planters. The more 
flowers we have around the town the 
more we will smile as we pass by. It 
makes us a place to be proud of!

Stunning floral displays from around the parish
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The British Red Cross Society, incorporated by Royal Charter 1908, is a charity registered 
in England and Wales (220949), Scotland (SC037738) and Isle of Man (0752). BRC20-088. 
Photo © Getty Images.

If you’re feeling lonely or worried, finding  
it difficult to access food or medication, or 
are concerned about someone else who is  
– we can provide support.

Call our free and confidential 
coronavirus support line on  
0808 196 3651 to chat to 
a friendly British Red Cross 
volunteer. They can:

 - help with practical 
information and advice

 - give you emotional support

 - connect you with support  
in your area.

The phone line is open daily from 10am to 6pm.

Phone: 0808 196 3651 
Free and confidential

For more information please visit:  
redcross.org.uk/coronavirus-support-line

If you need to talk, 
we’re here to listen
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WGTC have been serving 
our Parish through 
COVID-19 lock down with 
food parcels from SOFEA 
(South Oxfordshire Food 
Education Association) 
every Tuesday. We have 

identified households 
who need support 
through this difficult time 
due to self-isolation, 
low income, physical 
health issues, mental 
health issues and more.  

Working closely with 
Kings Community Centre, 
we have provided a 
Food Bank service and 
provided lunches to those 
in need every Thursday. 

We would like to thank 
our volunteers, for their 
contribution, without 
whom this programme 
wouldn’t have been 
as successful.  

The charts show you 
what we have delivered 
across our Parish. 

*Figures up to 7th July
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WGTC RESPONSE TO FOOD CRISIS 
DURING COVID-19 BY WGTC

HOUSEHOLDS SUPPORTED*NUMBER OF REQUESTS*

Licensing officers from MK Council 
visited a sample of MK pubs, 
restaurants and other licensed 
premises on 4 July to check 
business owners were comfortable 
with reopening safely, and to see 
any issues first-hand.

MK Council had already contacted 
more than 2,000 food, licensed 
and other businesses to give 
advice about re-opening safely and 
dealing with unexpected risks, and 
is working alongside businesses 
and parish councils to understand 
requests to expand outdoor seating 
and other changes.

The team hoped that their 
presence out and about on 

Saturday gave businesses 
confidence that they are reopening 
in line with all precautionary health 
measures.

Updated licensing FAQs have  
been added to www.milton-
keynes.gov.uk/restart-mk to 
guide businesses through what’s 
changing, along with two free 
posters for pubs, cafes and other 
businesses to download and use 
should they need. 

One poster explains how many 
people can use indoor tables (no 
more than two households per 
table, yours and your ‘support 
bubble’) and outdoors (no more 
than six people from six different 

households per table, observing 
social distancing).  Another poster 
is for places who can only allow 
one person at a time into a set of 
toilets due to space concerns.

Cabinet Member for Licensing Cllr 
Jenny Wilson-Marklew said: “I’d 
like to thank all the businesses in 
MK who have put great thought 
and effort into new measures 
to reopen safely. If you’re going 
out this weekend, we’re asking 
you to stick to social distancing 
instructions to help MK control 
COVID-19 and help businesses 
protect you and other customers 
from the risk of the virus. If a 
business has particular measures 

in place, there will be good reasons 
and please follow them.”

MK Council has been working to 
support local businesses under its 
‘Restart, Restore, Renew’ banner 
and has been running a #restartmk 
campaign on social media where  
it profiles local businesses, to 
boost people’s confidence in 
shopping and being out locally 
while staying safe.

In recent weeks it has distributed 
over £37m to local businesses in 
government grant funding, and 
reduced business rates to over 
3,000 companies.

RESTART MK – HELPING MORE SMALL 
BUSINESSES REOPEN SAFELY 
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In June/July’s W & G 
Community Magazine Article 
where we covered Wolverton’s 
Wonderful Jigsaw and the 
so many individuals, villages, 
companies, stores, MKC, and 
the many other authorities, 
organisations, charities and 
foundations that have been 
helping by donating food and 
finance, so that those in need 
can receive food and ongoing 
care in this time of real need. 

Wolverton and Greenleys Town Council 
have proved a great partner supplying 
their van and caretakers, community 
officer, and financial support.

We at Kings Community Centre want to 
say a “BIG THANK YOU” to all of you!

THE NEED is still SUBSTANTIAL: In 
the last article we reported that we had 
given out 170% of KCC’s 2019 total in 
just 6 weeks, with over 1,500 people 
receiving Foodbank. By the time the 
article was printed, and the magazine 
delivered to homes these figures were 
already out of date, as in just a few 
weeks the need was & is so substantial. 
Many other Wolverton, MK Groups & 
charities have done the similar things.

Today as we near the end of week 15 since 
lockdown started, KCC have now given 
out and delivered the following to those 
in need all with your Support & Help. 

FOODBANK @ KCC: (1pm to 3pm 
Monday to Friday) Over 3,600 people 
have now received between 2 or 4 food 
parcels each with fresh fruit & veg and 
toiletries added. That is 7,500 – 8,000 
food parcels, we have given, over 400% 

KINGS COMMUNITY CENTRE & YOU 
Covid-19 Lockdown & Gradual Unlocking
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of the whole of what we gave out in 2019, 
all with your ongoing help and support. 

LUNCH TAKE AWAY: (Thursdays 11.30am 
to 3pm) During the lockdown we could 
not run our Lunch Drop In so changed to 
Lunch Take Away with baked potatoes, 
sandwiches & more, this has also been 
well used with over 2,200 servings 
being given in just 15 Thursdays. 

SLOW UNLOCKING & TAPERING 
FURLOUGH SCHEME will mean NEED 
for many. With the slow tapering of the 
helpful Government Furlough Scheme 
- which changes/reduces monthly 
from August and finishes in October, 
individuals and companies will be facing 
both getting back on their feet and or 
great need. Some will go back to work, 
some will find new jobs, some will adjust 
to the new economy under Covid-19, 
some will face reduced income, some 
will lose jobs and income etc. Everyone is 
adjusting to a new Covid-19 economy.

In all of this where some go back to work, 
and many do not, we need to be available 
and ready to continue to help and support 
ALL those who need it, with your ongoing 
help. Many people have used FOODBANK 
for the first time in their lives, many have 
claimed benefits for the first time in their 
lives, many have been furloughed, many 
self-employed have lost their customers. 
Some have used FOODBANK just once or 
twice; others have had to use us weekly. 
Whole families have turned up and have 
wept as we had the great privilege of 
giving them much needed food, and we 
have wept giving it out. No one is immune 
from this, any one of us, our families, 
friends and neighbours, and anyone can 
be in need very quickly. That is exactly 
what we and all the other excellent 
charities, community centres, churches 
and other groups are here for, for YOU!

This week we were able to give a 
birthday cake to an 85yr old lady, who 
we and others have queued for food and 
prescriptions for, and who was worried she 
would not live through Covid-19 lockdown 
to see her 85th birthday. A real Joy!

FOODBANK FOOD DONATIONS: Main 
items needed as follows: Tea bags, 
biscuits, dried pasta, dried rice, tomatoes, 
tinned veg/pulses, baked beans, tinned 
pasta, tinned fish, tinned meat, soup, 
tinned fruit, squash, long life milk, sugar, 
cereal, jam, pasta sauce, rice pudding, 
tinned/carton custard. Fresh food welcome 
too, as given out each day on the door. 

TESCO WOLVERTON STORE: 
Items can be purchased & donated 
in store any day of the week.

KINGS COMMUNITY CENTRE (KCC): 
Items can be donated Monday to 
Friday at Kings Community Centre, 
Creed Street, Wolverton, MK12 5LY 
Office Phone: 01908 411300

If you need food, help, support or just 
a chat and a friendly face please do 
phone us or pop down to the front 

entrance at KCC from Monday to Friday, 
Social Distancing and PPE are in use.

Thank you to the Mayor & Mayoress of 
Milton Keynes for taking the time to visit 
King’s Community Centre. 
 

God bless, 
Andy & Shaaron Forbes 
King’s Church Community Centre 
office@kccmk.co.uk 
01908 411300 

Follow us on Facebook 
facebook.com/KingsCommunityCentre

DONATE TO KCC
Donate to Kings Community 
Centre at easydonate.org/
kingsch

or TEXT KINGSCH to:

70201 to donate £1 
70331 to donate £3 
70970 to donate £5 
70191 to donate £10

Fundraising payments and donations 
will be processed and administered 
by the National Funding Scheme, 
operating as DONATE, a charity 
registered in England and Wales 
(1149800) and Scotland (SC045106).  
In addition to any text donation, you  
will incur your standard network 
message charge.

The              

Marke
t  In The Square -  UPDATE: Our market traders can deliver

essential items to you!             

Crawleys Butchers (& eggs) accepts cash card or bank transfer call: 07788452162
Fruit and Veg orders accepted by phone: 01908 315255 or email: mkveg2020@gmail.com        
Turner's flowers are also offering delivery phone: 07749056321              

Traders are looking to return from September, watch this space!
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Neighbourhood Plan 

survey Update  

A BIG thank you to all of you who completed the survey sent out in the last edition of the
newsletter.  We received some really positive responses back from you, with great ideas and
suggestions that can be used in formulating the new Neighbourhood Plan (NHP).

Overwhelmingly the responses strongly agreed that the parish should be doing more to address
climate change, and this could be done by reducing the need for the use of car and promoting
other forms of transport with a big emphasis on cycling and walking. For those using cars, there
was a strong push to introduce more electric car charging points across the parish. 

Lots of suggestions were made for the use of solar panels for renewable energy, with one great
idea to use these on the roofs of industrial buildings. Energy could then be fed back to support
the parishes. There were also suggestions on the use of wind and water turbines from the Ouse
Valley area.   
Energy conservation within homes was very important to you all, and having better efficient
windows was a strong theme, suggestions of double and triple glazing, particularly in the
conservation area of Wolverton were provided, as they could be seen to improve efficiency, and
fuel costs, other suggestions including loft insulation, cavity wall insulation, and sensible smart
metering and usage. 

The responses received saw that there needed to be a balance between the need for the
development of more houses for smaller families and also for a Community Land Trust that is run
by local people, with more housing made affordable for all, but, without compromising any loss of
green space which is seen as essential for promoting the health and wellbeing of  individuals
using these facilities. 

There is a desire to have local community centres in each parts of the parish, for better
community engagement and to offer a variety of services for all ages.  Improvements for better
cycling routes, public toilets, and more independent coffee shops were among some of your ideas
for what extra facilities could be implemented for the future growth and improvement within your
areas.
Some of these responses were used to form part of the first virtual visioning session for the NHP
on 18th June, the main discussion points included:
·Conflicting views on whether the parish should be self-sufficient as part of MK and how
movement around MK should be incorporated into the plan. 
.The importance of the shops in the town centre for local shopping.
·The need for social spaces to enjoy a good quality of life and well-being, this included allotments,
green spaces, cinema etc. 
·Tourism should look to bring people to the town visiting canals, the museum, town trails,
shopping and restaurants 
·Well-being is important to residents, with options for exercise and play for all age ranges, in a
safe environment, alongside tackling obesity  
·Community travel to and from work, the station etc. 
·A place for cars to be able to park as well as the use of cycles, for those who are not so able
bodied. 
The aim of the NHP will look to promote all of the areas within the parish and serve the
communities within them, for a better shaped place to live and grow.   
Our next session will be in September, date TBC. We need representation from all areas 
of the community, so if you think you can make a difference to the way that this plan
 is shaped, please get in touch with us at the office to register your interest
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Then why not
Become a 

Local Councillor!

WGTC have vacancies in Hodge Lea &
Wolverton East! 

 
If you or someone you know is interested, 

then please contact the office on
office@wgtc.org.uk.   

Are you passionate about where you live?

Would you like to be involved in community 
projects?

Are you able to actively take part in local 
events & activities?

Area represented: 

Wolverton East Ward

Councillor Profile

Victoria Bamisile

What do you hope to achieve as a councillor?

My vision is for everyone in our community to have a strong sense of

belonging and that they feel 
 believe their voice matters. By being

honest, transparent, and by continuing to build on the networks and

community groups within our council. It is for this reason that I’ve

joined several working groups and committees. Together we can

create an environment that the members of Wolverton and

Greenleys are proud of but also, we are proud to represent.

What inspired you to become a Councillor?

From a young age it’s been instilled in me to become a part of

whichever community I find myself in with great fulfilment and purpose.

As a result, I am actively involved in several community projects within

M	 and its surrounding areas. I currently volunteer with the Women’s

Hope Forum, which provides food for keyworkers,  the vulnerable 


families unable to come out due to Covid-19. From the above it’s evident

that I have a passion for, and care about people. I became a councillor

with the aim of ensuring that anyone who meets me is signposted to the

right services and to that people’s views are heard. During my speech I

asked the following question: Do you believe like I do, that all of us

deserve the opportunity to bring out the best from our respective

communities? Not second best, The B�T. This has become my driving

force in everything I do when serving the Wolverton 
 Greenleys

community. I’ve lived in Old Wolverton for over 5 years, 
 strongly believe

this is the time for me to give back to the community.

What are your personal interests?

My number one would be singing and writing music, spending

time with my dog, always on the lookout for a good movie to

watch, working in the early years no day is the same.

How long have you been a Councillor for?

I proudly became a councillor on 28th April 2+2+ 

SOCIALLY DISTANCED  
TWINNING CEREMONY BY WGTC

On Sunday 21st June, Mayor 
Adrian Moss and Councillor 
Hilary Saunders joined together 
in The Square to mark a socially 
distanced Twinning Ceremony.  

This annual event is normally 
celebrated by a group of 
residents travelling to our sister 
town of Ploegsteert in Belgium 
or by the Belgians travelling to 
Wolverton.

Mayor Moss delivered the 
“They Shall Not Grow Old” 
speech at exactly 11am, which 
was followed by a lone bugler 
playing “The Last Post” to 
mark a minutes silence for all 
those who were in attendance. 
Mayor Adrian Moss then went 
on to remember Rifleman 
Albert French and his short 
life, explaining the reason for 

why Wolverton and Ploegsteert 
are twinned. The Mayor laid a 
wreath on behalf of both our 
Town Council and Comines-
Warneton Council. Cllr. Saunders 
laid flowers from both Twinning 
Groups. The Belgians had laid 
wreaths at Albert’s grave at 11am 
Belgian time, one hour earlier, 
where our coach trip should have 
been! For a short video, see the 
WGTC website. 

Councillor Hilary Saunders made 
a speech recognising the 13 
year plus history of the Twinning, 
remarking on the great times 
had by both groups over the 
years. Councillor Saunders then 
informed the crowd that due 
to Covid-19 the festivities have 
been moved to next year and 
she hoped that everyone would 
be able to join in as usual.
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As a result of the persistent bombing of supply ships Britain had 
to become more self-sufficient quickly during World War 2.  

In 1939 the National Salvage Campaign was launched by the 
Ministry of Supply. Rationing was used to reduce waste and the 
collecting of ‘salvage’, or as we would now call it ‘recycling’ 

 

Recycling during times of crisis 
The WW2 National Salvage Campaign 

Recycling was seen as part of your patriotic duty, helping to turn ‘useless’ 
objects ‘useful’ weapons of war: 

• Paper was made into cartridge wads, parts of mines and targets for range    
practice. 

• Metals from old cans and saucepans were used to build ships, planes, 
tanks, bombs and gun parts. Scrap metal drives were big community 
events all over the country.  

• Old meat bones were collected and boiled up to make glue for aircraft 
and glycerine for explosives and fertilizer.  

• Linen and calico were turned into Admiralty charts and paper 

 £650k annually 
Our approx. annual spend 

The campaign focused on exhortation, encouraging housewives to sort their waste as 
salvage was seen as women’s work.  

In 1940 the Cogs scheme was launched, recruiting children to run local collection 
services and promote salvage messages in the home. Known as Cogs, because they 
represented a small but important component in a national machine, children would go 
door to door collecting scrap paper, filling push-carts and old prams with scrap. 
Participants could earn the red Junior Salvage Steward cog badge for their hard work (a 
bit like a Blue Peter badge). 

Just as now during the COVID-19 pandemic, it is important to recognise that none of the 
work that was accomplished would have been possible without the cooperation of the 
general public. National Salvage Campaign demonstrated how society can work together 
to achieve something extraordinary. 

Help with recycling today www.milton-keynes.gov.uk/recycling 

  

During the COVID-19 pandemic many of us have had 
time for a good old clear out of our homes and lofts.  

But what to do with it all? 

What to do with large and bulky rubbish  

Reuse and recycle 
 
Your unwanted items could still be of use to someone else. There are lots of 
ways to sell or give away unwanted things.  
 
• Search online for local selling sites or Facebook groups where items can 

be sold or given away free to MK residents. You could also list you item 
for sale on eBay or Amazon marketplace. 

• Save your items ready to donate to a local charity once they open. They 
accept all types of household items, including clothing, toys, bric-a-brac 
and many can collect larger items of furniture. 

• House clearance firms will clear homes and make a charitable donation 
from their profits. Many items are reused for community projects, some 
charges may apply. 

 
Dispose 
 
• Household Waste Recycling Centres (the 'tips') are open by appointment 

only. Book by calling 01908 252 811. 
• To arrange a bulky waste collection call 01908 252570. This chargeable 

service is for items such as household furniture, carpets, white goods, 
microwaves, TVs, garden waste and rubbish bags. We can’t collect 
hazardous waste and items like car batteries, tyres, sheets of glass or 
commercial waste. 

• If you are having a large clear out consider hiring a skip.  
 
Find out more at www.milton-keynes.gov.uk/recycling 
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Coronavirus will be 
making it harder to stay 
active. You may not be 
getting out and about 
as much as usual. And 
you may be feeling 
worried or frustrated at 
the situation. 

However the coronavirus crisis 
is affecting you, it’s important 
to look after yourself during 
this difficult time. And staying 
active can really help improve 
both your mental and physical 
wellbeing.

There are lots of ways to build 
activities into your daily routine. 
For example, you can do 
some of these activities while 
the kettle boils, when the TV 
adverts are on, or waiting for 
the microwave to ping.

To help you or your loved one 
stay active at home, Alzheimer’s 
Society have five helpful tips on 
ways to keep moving at home. 

1. Gardening  
Planting seeds, watering plants, 
spotting wildlife like birds and 
bees, creating a wildlife corner, 
plan a picnic or dinner in the 
garden, paint some garden 
furniture.

2.Dancing  
Is a fun activity that is great for 
fitness and feeling good. Find 
a song that lifts your mood and 
gets you moving – whether 
it’s a toe tap, a hip wiggle or a 
good old jump and jive.  You 
can also try setting a daily 
‘dance alarm’ to remind you 
to have a dance. Try this in the 
morning to help get the day 
off to a good start. Or watch a 
musical video.

3. Exercise videos  
There are lots of exercise 
videos to watch online or on 
DVD to help you get active  
at home.

If you’re looking for something 
simple, you can search for 
gentle, low-impact exercises 
too. For example, seated 
exercises to help you get 
moving while sitting down. Our 
website has some you can 
follow or you can try the Love 
to Move seated gymnastics 
programme from the British 
Gymnastics Foundation.

You can try yoga, pilates and 
lots of other fitness classes for 
a range of levels from beginners 
to advanced. You can find all 
kinds of exercise videos on the 
‘We Are Undefeatable’ Youtube 
channel, which helps people 

with long term health conditions 
to get active.

4. Home versions of 
Sports Try re-creating sports 
you know with objects you can 
find around your home. For 
example, tenpin bowling with 
plastic bottles or cans for pins 
and a rolled-up pair of socks. 
Or home-made bowls using 
round-shaped fruit, vegetables, 
or any other round object you 
can find or make.  Jack, who 
is living with dementia, told us 
how he’s been playing darts 
virtually with friends by video 
calling them while they play 
using their own dart boards at 
home.

5. DIY Workout  
Get inventive by using 
household objects for exercise. 
For example, tinned soup can 
make great weights for your 
arms. A pair of tights can be 
used as a resistance band. And 
a cushion can be used as a 
punch bag.

Make sure you try any new 
activities safely, whether you 
are doing them yourself or 
supporting someone else 
to. If you haven’t used gym 
equipment before, find out how 
to do so safely before you start. 
Get more advice on dementia-
friendly physical activity 
by looking at our website 
guidance.

Keeping active and purposeful 
when staying at home will 
help fight off boredom and 
frustration. Alzheimer’s 
Society website suggests 
lots of activities you can try at 
home during the coronavirus 
pandemic.

Technology such as 
smartphones, laptops, tablets 

and games consoles offer 
a variety of ways to pass 
the time and keep engaged 
and stimulated. Some are 
for everyone and some are 
specially designed for people 
living with dementia. Online 
puzzles, colouring websites, 
YouTube videos for reminiscing, 
online games, music playlists.

Puzzles and games that keep 
the mind active and engaged 
can be helpful, and a good 
distraction from the news

We have advice, practical tips 
and ideas to support you at 
home during the coronavirus 
pandemic. From ways to keep 
moving, to fun and stimulating 
activity ideas, we can help you 
stay active at any stage  
of dementia. Go to our website 
alzheimers.org.uk or online 
shop.

Anything is better than nothing. 
So if you haven’t been active 
for a while - start slow, build 
your confidence, and enjoy 
yourself!

Not on the internet? – don’t 
worry, just give us a call and 
we will talk through some ideas 
with you.

Call 07784 224494 or 
07484 516433 to speak 
to a Dementia Support 
Worker from the Dementia 
Information Service in 
Milton Keynes. Or email 
us dementiainformation.
service@nhs.net 

Alternatively the Dementia 
Connect support line at 
Alzheimer’s Society is open  
7 days a week for 
information, support and 
advice: 0333 150 345.

FIVE GREAT WAYS TO KEEP  
MOVING AT HOME Tips for people  
with Dementia from Alzheimer’s Society
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Due to the disruption caused by Covid-19 and the  
impact of social distancing on schools and libraries 
things will be a little different in 2020. 

This year Milton Keynes Libraries and The  
Reading Agency are taking the Summer Reading 
Challenge online with an all-new digital aspect. It 
also launched earlier than usual to keep children  
reading over the summer and support parents and 
carers with children already at home. 

This year children can read their own books   
or download eBooks or eAudiobooks from 
RBdigital using their library card. 

The Challenge started on Friday 5 June 2020 and 
continues throughout the summer. 

This year, Silly Squad, the Summer Reading Challenge 
2020, celebrates funny books, happiness and laughter 
and features bespoke artwork from award-winning 
children's author and illustrator, Laura Ellen 
Anderson. Children taking part in the Challenge join the 
Silly Squad, an adventurous team of animals who love to 
have a laugh and get stuck into all different kinds of 
funny books! 

Children's reading can 'dip' during the long summer 
holidays if they don’t have regular access to books and 
encouragement to read for pleasure. This year, in light of 
Covid-19 and social distancing measures, it’s more 
important than ever to ensure that children are 
encouraged to read for pleasure and avoid the ‘dip’. 

 
 

 
 
 

So, how do you join in? 

You can join the Silly Squad on a new adventure by 
setting your own personal reading challenge to complete 
this summer. The new online platform helps you keep 
track of your books, reviews and the rewards you unlock 
along the way. 

Head to the READING AGENCY SILLY SQUAD website 
at: summerreadingchallenge.org.uk 

It's free to access and is a place for children to rate and 
review their books as they work towards their reading 
goal. It also features videos, games, quizzes, and digital 
(downloadable) activities to encourage children and their 
families to take part in the Challenge at home. 

You'll also find loads of brilliant book suggestions to get 
you started, and tips on how you can keep reading even 
while the libraries are closed. 

Illustrations © Laura Ellen Anderson 2020 
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LIBRARY UPDATE
The library does not currently have a date for when they 
are due to reopen. They are still discussing this at present 
and will let us know when they have dates available for 
this. They have also automatically renewed all outstanding 
books until September.
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Although the 
coronavirus pandemic 
has dramatically 
affected its clubs 
and services, Age 
UK Milton Keynes 
has been following 
government guidance 
and endeavouring to 
provide support and 
services wherever 
possible. 

In the early weeks of the 
Lockdown the local charity 
acted promptly to provide 
free emergency packs of 
essential food and items to 
vulnerable older people who 
had no support locally.  They 
carried out essential shopping, 
collected prescriptions and 
provided an information 
and advice service over the 
telephone.  

In the first four weeks after 
23rd March Age UK Milton 
Keynes volunteers did 224 
shopping trips, collected 81 
prescriptions and delivered 92 
essential packs of food and 
household items. They also 
delivered 306 meal packs and 
continue to provide cooked 
meals to vulnerable people 
every Tuesday and Thursday. 
Setting up the free emergency 
support was only possible 
because of donations to the 
Covid-19 emergency appeal. 
Like all charities in the UK, Age 
UK Milton Keynes’ finances 
have been devastated by the 
coronavirus.

Services provided in the home 
were suspended and the 
Lunch Clubs, Peartree Memory 
Clubs and Dega have had to 
close. Now that the rules have 
changed the Independent 
Living Service has restarted and 
is able to provide the practical 
support that older people 

need to live independently. 
Cleaning, shopping, gardening, 
handyperson and footcare 
services are now up and 
running, keeping within safety 
guidelines and taking extra 
precautions to keep clients and 
staff safe.

Age UK Milton Keynes is 
carefully re-opening its shops, 
introducing required social-
distancing measures and safe 
practices. Many of the charity’s 
volunteers are over 70 or have 
health conditions so it may be a 
while before its shops are back 
to normal.  Wolverton Books 
in Stratford Road was the third 
shop to re-open and the charity 
is grateful for all donations 
which currently need to go to 
the Furniture Store in Kiln Farm 
and booking is essential.

The Lunch Clubs are still unable 
to re-open but the cooks, club 
co-ordinators and volunteers 
are still making regular  
 

telephone calls and offering 
support to their members.  
Dick Evans who plays his guitar 
and runs seated-chair exercises 
sessions at the Peartree 
Memory Club was recently  
able to visit club member Harry 
at home.

Dick says: “We had a good old 
chin wag and did some singing 
and exercising, all the time 
staying socially-distanced in the 
garden. People with dementia 
and their carers, are badly 
missing their friends at the 
club and their carers could do 
with a break. It was wonderful 
to give Harry a bit of fun and 
for his family to have a break. 
He was quite jubilant that he 
hadn’t forgotten how to do the 
exercises.”

Visit our website at www.
ageukmiltonkeynes.org.uk to 
find out more or call  
Age UK Milton Keynes on 
01908 550700.

AGE UK MILTON KEYNES STILL 
PROVIDING SUPPORT DURING  
COVID-19 PANDEMIC

Dick Evans visits member Harry for some socially distance chat and exercise
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At Living Archive MK, we 
believe that everyone has 
a story to tell. So, what’s 
your lockdown story? 

We’d like to hear it, and we’d like 
to invite you to take part in our 
latest project, Lockdown Life MK, 
which will create a COVID-19 
archive documenting the lives of 
MK’s citizens during this time.

We are all living through a unique 
moment in history and it’s really 
important that people’s experiences 
are valued, preserved and shared to 
create a valuable archive resource for 
local people and future researchers. 
Eventually, the interviews will be 
used to inform other creative works, 
such as short films, exhibitions, 
drama pieces, books or songs to be 

shared with Milton Keynes residents 
and the wider online community.

We want to hear about your experiences 
- are you still working? Have you been 
furloughed? - we will be conducting 
interviews to find out more about 
how COVID-19 has affected you. 
Calling all teachers, doctors, nurses, 
shop workers, delivery drivers, home 
schoolers, homeworkers, exam-sitters, 
school leavers, shielders – please 
share how your life has changed.  

But how can we create this record whilst 
keeping safe? Why, we’ll be recording 
the interviews on Zoom, of course!

If you are interested in taking part 
in Lockdown Life MK and giving 
us a Zoom interview, please email 
rachel@livingarchive.org.uk in the 
first instance and we will let you 

have more details. Please include a 
brief description of your experiences 
during lockdown in your email.

This work has been supported 
by funding from MK 
Community Foundation.

Living Archive MK is a creative cultural 
development charity that works with 
partner organisations across the city, 
creating powerful expressions of Milton 
Keynes’ social history; digital stories, 
oral histories, curated exhibitions, 
living history events, documentary 
films, books and multi-disciplinary 
arts projects. We’ve been making 
documentary 
artworks and 
helping to 
build local 
communities 
since 1984.

LOCKDOWN LIFE WITH LIVING ARCHIVE MK 
– TELL US YOUR STORIES! BY RACHEL CHAPMAN









Even during Covid Lockdown we’re still meeting and making music. 

IN ISOLATION—TOGETHER. 

See/Hear us on our updated, 

improved website. 

Be Safe, Stay Safe 

Protect yourself, your family  

and the NHS. 
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On the 16th of June, and as part of Hubbub’s on-going  
commitment to support vulnerable households reeling from the 
impact of COVID-19, the Food Connect service was launched. 

Food Connect is a zero-emissions food redistribution  
service which is being trialed here in Milton Keynes 
to help three food hubs collect surplus food from 
businesses, and during lockdown redistribute them 
to vulnerable households. The service is using a fleet 
of electric bikes and an electric van to redistribute 
surplus food. 

Since the beginning of lockdown, a partnership of 
organisations in Milton Keynes including Fareshare, 
NGOs, councils, and a network of community fridges 
and hubs, have been delivering food packages to 
those who are struggling to access food due to 
low incomes, shielding or restrictions on travel. The 
scheme is co-ordinated from The Old Bath House Community 
Centre, also home to one of the first community fridges. One of the 
challenges the groups have faced is how to collect and distribute 
the food that is available in a way that is safe and reliable.  

Hubbub’s recent public polling revealed that nearly 1 in 5 people in 
the UK are concerned about access to free food during lockdown, 
resulting in growing demand on services provided by food banks 
and community fridges. They will be evaluating the impact of Food 
Connect over the next six months and will openly share results  
with the ambition of extending the franchise to other locations.

If you would like to learn more or are part of a business or 
organisation interested in supporting and collaborating in  
the next phase, please visit www.foodconnect.io

01908 310574
205 Stratford Rd, Wolverton,  

Milton Keynes MK12 5RL

FOOD CONNECT

A GREAT SPACE

We have a variety of different spaces in the 

centre, an ideal meeting place for regular group 

activities. If you are looking for a venue for your 

group to meet, we’d love to show you the rooms 

when our doors reopen. Call the office and 

speak to our team on 01908 310574 or email 

oldbathhouse@gmail.com

OLDBATHHOUSE

OLDBATHHOUSEWOLVERTON

OLDBATHHOUSEWOLVERTON

CENTRE NEWSWell done to Carole-Jayne Cox, who has 
been awarded the Mayors Sports Award 
in recognition of her 30-year leadership 
of Stantonbury Judo Club, held at the Old 
Bath House every Friday evening for over 
27 years. 

David Lovesy will take the position as 
Chair of Trustees as Chris Bridgman 
stands down from the post after 7 years. 

Photos: Simon Beckett, Factotum Film

OLDBATHHOUSE.ORG
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Wolverton Girlguiding units 
have been very active whilst 
we have been in lockdown!  

Although we have not been able to 
meet in person, Guides have held 
a virtual camp over the May Bank 
Holiday weekend – having sing songs, 
playing games, quizzes, making crafts 
and cooking – online!  For some, 
having the virtual online meetings 
means that the girls can see their 
friends and classmates who they 
haven’t seen for some time. Wolverton 
Brownies and Rainbows are regularly 
contacted by leaders and have been 
completing a number of badges and 
challenges. Never let it be said ‘we 
have nothing to do’!! Our leaders and 
girls are certainly keeping the spirit 
of Girlguiding alive at this time. 

Our adventures don’t stop because 
we are at home!  We have lots of 
suggestions of things to do on 
our website – so do take a look - 
girlguiding.org.uk/what-we-do/
adventures-at-home/. You don’t 
need to be a member of Girlguiding 
to give them a try – they’re here 
so all young people can have a bit 
of adventure at this tough time.

Our online membership services 
are still open, so if you would like to 
register your daughter for either Guides 
(age 10 to 14); Brownies (age 7 to 10) 
or Rainbows (age 5 to 7), or if you 
would like further information on each 
section, please go togirlguiding.org.
uk/information-for-parents/register-
your-daughter/ alternatively please 
email your local District Commissioners 
at Wolvertondc@outlook.com

OUR ADVENTURES DON’T STOP  
BECAUSE WE ARE AT HOME! 

If you are experiencing domestic abuse, or the situation  
feels unsafe in your own home, help is available.

Do you feel safe at home?

National Domestic Abuse Helpline:  
0808 2000 247 (24 hr freephone)

Men’s Advice Line:  
0808 8010 327 

LGBT National Domestic Abuse Helpline:  
0800 999 5428

Don’t be afraid to call.  
There’s never any excuse for abuse.

In an emergency call 999,
press 55 if you are not able to speak.

0344 375 4307
www.MKACT.com 

Email: info@mk-act.org
Monday to Friday, 9.00am to 5.00pm

Please note calls are charged at local rate.

Can’t call now? Take a photo  
of this QR code for reference.

@mkactcharity

@MKActCharity

@mkactcharity

 

 

Have you lost your job? Do you need support?  
  

 How we can help  
• One-to-One Advice on the phone or online  
• CV Advice 
• Training & Development Information 
• Career Change Guidance 
• Job Searching Advice  
• Interview Preparation Advice 
• Computer Skills Development Training 

 

Register now for our FREE online workshops  
• Confidence to Work  
• Stress Management 
• Interpersonal Skills  

 
Direct referrals to our partners at Citizens Advice  

• Employment and Redundancy Advice  
• Financial Concerns Related to Debt and Money Management  
• Universal Credit Set Up and Benefit Entitlements 

 
Get in touch today to register 

 
Phone: 07852 965134 (Kelly) or 07852 963744 (Tracy) 

Email: info@worksforus.org.uk  
Website:  worksforus.org.uk 

 

 

Our FREE advice service and online workshops are 
open to everyone.  

In Partnership with: Proudly supported by: 

Wolverton District
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Our Lemon Drizzle Cake and Gluten Free Chocolate Brownie deliveries have been going like, erm, hot cakes! And we’ve 
added to our range of fantastic gifts with an official Old School Cafe cook book, a fun teatowel by Old School artist 
Jane Charles, and a beautiful railway travel poster-style print of the school by local artist Tabitha Mary, which also 
adorns our wonderfully practical tote bag. Every purchase supports the Old School project, so visit the online shop to 
take a look: oldschoolwolverton.org/shop

OLD SCHOOL SHOP NEWS

MK12 residents get a 30% discount on our room rates for stays in August (subject to availability) - a special, 
locals-only offer to make it easier to bring everyone together again. Book direct through the Old School website 
(oldschoolwolverton.org), for yourself or others, using the code MK1230 to get the discount.

And if you are looking further ahead and  planning a Christmas reunion in Wolverton with friends and family, now is the time to get in touch with 
us as the Guest House books up early for festive season stays. With three double bedrooms, all with private bathrooms, as well as a dining 
space and kitchen, there’s plenty of space for your visitors to relax, and no need to give up your sofa! 

While the rest of the Old School has been closed to the public, we’ve been delighted to be able to keep the guest 
house open for keyworkers, providing a home away from home during lockdown. And now that restrictions are being 
lifted, we are thrilled that we can once again open the guest house for everyone. 

OLD SCHOOL GUEST HOUSE - OPEN AGAIN!

And there’s still time to take part in Sewn Together! Visit our website oldschoolwolverton.org or facebook 
group at facebook.com/groups/SewnTogetherWolverton to find out more. The project will be running right 
up to the exhibition.

A way of bringing the community together during lockdown, ’Sewn Together’ has been a series of projects 
creating community textile artworks out of pieces made individually by community members at home. We 
started with a community quilt and then moved on to lockdown merit badges, and we have more planned 
too before the end of the summer. This exhibition will display the finished pieces for the first time and give 
participants a chance to meet in person to celebrate their achievements.

Celebrating Sewn Together Friday 18th/Saturday 19th September 10.30 - 1.30pm

There will be forest school activities for families to enjoy together out in the Old School Wildlife garden on Saturday and Sunday morn-
ings during Heritage Open Days. Take part in the hidden nature scavenger hunt, make a pie in the mud kitchen, weave your way through 
our ribbon maze, and make your very own glow worm to light your way home. 

Forest School Saturday 12th/19th September & Sunday 13th/20th September  10.30 - 1.30pm

While the people were away, the animals came to play! See what creatures we caught on our motion trigger cameras, and find out 
about the hidden world of nature all around us with an interactive display from expert ecologists, Bernwood.  

Wild Times Friday 11th & Saturday 12th September 10.30 - 1.30pm

Join us on these guided walks through the local countryside with storyteller Philippa Tipper, exploring stories, moments and memories 
shared by people walking these same paths during lockdown. We’d love to get your contributions to this project - head over to the web-
site oldschoolwolverton.org or visit us on facebook at facebook.com/oldschoolwolverton to see how you can take part.

Rambling Tales Friday 11th & Saturday 12th September 10.30 - 1.30pm

_____________Hidden Nature Programme of Events

This September, we’re celebrating welcoming the community back to the Old School with some extra special and 
completley FREE events for Heritage Open Days 2020. We hope you’ll join us as we explore this year’s theme of 
Hidden Nature with activities and events for all the family. Our cafe will be open for all the events, serving an extra 
special ‘Back to the Old School’ menu, and we’ll be bringing our online shop into the real world with lots of fabulous 
things for you to buy. Visit the website for full details.

HERITAGE OPEN DAYS - SEPTEMBER 2020

And even though we are not yet (at time of press) able to fully reopen, we’ve hosted the wonderful Kate’s Cakes, who have used the space in 
our hall to pack up some scrumptious, socially distanced, afternoon teas for delivery. We’ve also been delighted to welcome the Better than 
Mamma’s team back to the kitchen to serve up delicious fortnightly take-aways, and are working with Yaw on a possible Better Than Mamma’s 
pop up cafe over the summer (check our social media for news on that!). If you run a local business and have a similar need, do get in touch.

SUMMER 2020 NEWS
While the Old School hall and cafe remain mostly closed, we’re 
looking forward to welcoming you back soon!

We’ve great news about our guest house reopening, an update on the Old School Shop and a whole programme 
of events lined up for Heritage Open Days in September, so make sure to mark the dates in your calendar. 



JERSEY ROAD 
STREET CLEANING

Taking advantage that many 
people were at home due 
to lockdown local resident, 
Ishraz Hussain, decided to 
arrange for neighbours on 
Jersey Road to get together 
(socially distanced of course) 
to help clean up some of the 
uncontrollable weeds. He 
received a great response 
with a number of neighbours 

coming out to de-weed 
the street and pavements. 
It was a great opportunity 
for neighbours to get out 
and socialise with others.

Hopefully this will kick start 
others to do the same, so 
our town looks cleaner 
and more presentable.
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Relax and heal

ngmassagetherapy.co.uk 

Manor Road, Old Wolverton, MK12 5PE 
07979 495784

FIND RELIEF THROUGH MASSAGE THERAPY
FROM:

 
Tension headaches

Muscle aches and pains
Stress and anxiety

Fibro pain
Insomnia
Back pain
Neck pain

 Book online at 

STUART ZOOMS 
IN AS ROTARY’S 
NEW ‘VIRTUAL’ 
PRESIDENT  
BY MIKE THOMAS

July 1st always marks 
the beginning of the 
new Rotary year 
which starts with the 
outgoing President 
formally handing 
over the chain of 
office to the incoming 
President at a special 
club meeting.  

But the current Coronavirus 
pandemic has meant that 
Wolverton & Stony Stratford 
Rotary Club members 
have been able to only 
meet online, and so the 
year for new President 
Stuart Clarke and his Vice 
President Alan Swann has 
started under somewhat 
unusual circumstances.

At the club’s ‘Zoom’ online 
video conference meeting, 
in thanking retiring President 
Marcus Rixon for his 
successful leadership over 
the last 12 months, Stuart, 

who lives in Wolverton, went 
on to express his hopes for 
the club being able to return 
to normal as soon as it’s 
physically safe to do so.

He added “The last few 
months have obviously 
been a particularly difficult 
and very worrying time 
for everyone and have 
inevitably impacted on 
what Rotary does, including 
our fundraising activities. I 
know that my fellow club 
members are all looking 
forward to the enjoyment 
of being able to meet 
together again at regular 
club meetings and to getting 
back to Rotary’s ideals of 
supporting communities 
locally, nationally and 
internationally in both 
practical and financial ways.”

To find out more about 
Rotary, visit our website 
-  www.wolvertonand 
stonystratfordrotary 
club.co.uk - or find 
us on Facebook.

New Rotary President, Stuart Clarke
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IT’S TIME TO STOP RUBBISHING 
THE PARKS! BY PARKS TRUST

The importance of 
access to greenspace 
and parks have been 
and continue to 
be more important 
than ever during the 
coronavirus outbreak. 

The Parks Trust have been 
working hard to keep the 
parks safe and protect 
the beautiful greenspaces 
of Milton Keynes so that 
everyone can enjoy them 
safely and reap the benefits 
to their physical and mental 
wellbeing. However, sadly we 
are seeing a huge increase in 
those dropping and leaving 
their litter in the parks, putting 
additional financial strain 
on the organisation to try 
and keep on top of all the 
additional waste as well as 
depleting the resources of 
our operations team and 
The Parks Trust’s Rangers.

In previous weeks, our 
rangers and contractors have 
collected over 800 bags of 
litter from across our parks. 
In recent weeks, especially 
due to the nice weather, we 
are finding greater numbers of 
people ‘considerately littering’ 

by leaving their rubbish next 
to or on top of overflowing 
bins. What we want to stress 
is – this is still littering! 

We love to see people 
enjoying the parks and 
being able to make use of 
our outdoor spaces to meet 
others at a social distance but 
please take home the litter 
you bring into our parks. We 
do have some strategically 
placed bins located around 
our parks, and our team are 
working hard to make sure 
these are frequently emptied 
but if the bin is full please 
don’t leave your bag next 
to the bin, take it home. 

Leaving rubbish next to or 
trying to force rubbish into 
an already overflowing bin 
seriously affects wildlife. 
Discarded rubbish blows 
around our parks and gets 
into the path of wildlife 
causing a whole host of 
issues. Small mammals, like 
shrews, often climb inside 
discarded bottles where 
they become trapped and 
die, hedgehogs (a declining 
species in the UK) are 
often victims of litter. They 
become caught up in items 
like plastic multi-pack rings 

and plastic carrier bags, 
often with fatal results. It 
is not just land mammals 
that are suffering, waterfowl 
such as swans and geese 
can swallow plastic which 
accumulates in their stomach 
and eventually kills them. 
So please act responsibly 
and take your litter home. 

The cost of removing litter 
from our parks is enormous, 
it already costs us £350,000 
a year, so adding more bins 
is simply not the answer 
and particularly during this 
time when we are taking a 
significant hit to our income. 
Research conducted by Keep 
Britain Tidy indicates that 
62% of people do not litter. 
These people would normally 
take their litter home with 
them, but upon seeing bins, 
will use them. So, installing 
more bins into our parks is 
not affordable for the charity 
and clearing the excess litter 
at present, is reducing funds 
that could otherwise be spent 
on maintaining and improving 
the parks for the benefit of all.

We would like to remind park 
users that are dropping litter 
or acting inappropriately in 
the parks that we do have 

mobile CCTV in operation. 
Ten investigations were 
carried out last month alone, 
with the appropriate fixed 
penalties handed out. The 
penalties are set at £80 (for 
littering and dog fouling) and 
£400 for dumping rubbish. 
This is not a money-making 
exercise as the fines go 
to the Local Authority 
Enforcement Team, who 
once receiving the evidence 
undertake investigation, 
which in turn has a cost. 

There are still many people 
that are not aware that The 
Parks Trust is a self-financing 
charity and does not receive 
any funding from local or 
central government. The 
cost of clearing up litter falls 
directly to us and doesn’t hit 
tax payers.  As a charity we 
want to educate people about 
acting responsibly regarding 
the environment, we also 
want to make sure that our 
future is secure so that we 
can continue to manage and 
maintain these amazing green 
spaces. Please help support 
us by taking your litter home, 
regardless of whether there 
is a bin in place or not.
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SPECIALISTS IN:
• NEW ROOFS/RE-ROOFS
• LEADWORK
• ROOF REPAIRS
• EPDM FLAT ROOFING
• CHIMNEY REPAIRS

ALL WORK 
GUARANTEED

01908 412376
CALL US TODAY ON:

W: MORRISROOFS.CO.UK   
ENQUIRIES@MORRISROOF.CO.UK

G U T T E R  C L E A N I N G  S E R V I C E
A debris-clogged gutter can cause a leaky roof
or water damage to the interior or exterior of

your home

W e  c l e a n  a n d  c l e a r  g u t t e r s

Call Andy on 07594 442 173
cleanartguttercleaningmk.co.uk

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Monday 
Fairfields 
Fairfields Primary School, Apollo Avenue, MK11 4BA 
3.30, 5.30, 7.30 
 
Wednesday 
Wolverton 
Wolverton Scout Hall. Furze Way, Wolverton, MK12 5AQ 
 
Warm welcome guaranteed. Call Jane 07886 808205  
 

 Fairfields and Wolverton Slimming World With Jane 
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THERE’S SOMETHING 
FOR EVERYONE  
AT WOLVERTON 
TENNIS CLUB
Whether you are a young person looking to 
start learning to play or an adult who wants to 
play socially or competitively.

We are welcoming new members and want to reassure 
everyone that we have strict Covid-19 restrictions in place 
for your safety. Please check our website for details or 
contact Pete Tolaini on 07740 004548 for further details.

• Competitive Annual Membership  
• Free Coaching for junior members April to July. 
• Adult Coaching 
• Clubhouse with bar

For coaching or a trial session: Pete Tolaini – 07740 004548 
For membership enquiries: Iain Rae – 07748 047310

Osborne Street, Wolverton  
Milton Keynes, MK12 5HH 
www.wolvertontennisclub.co.uk

WOLVERTON TOWN 
BOWLS BY BRUCE GOLDSMITH

WOLVERTON 
PARK BOWLS 
CLUB EST.1889

Life is beginning to return to 
normal now. Our bowling green 
has been open to members to 
enjoy a practice or “roll-up” game 
for some weeks now following 
the strict guidelines produced by 
Bowls England, and now we are 
able to open our clubhouse, again 
following the guidelines for doing 
this issued by Bowls England 
which will provide a welcome 
opportunity to meet up with other 
members and friends.

Bowls was one of the first sports 
to be allowed to re-open its 
playing facilities as the lock-down 
restrictions were eased.  We think 
that a game of bowls is a great 
source of gentle exercise in a 
social surrounding, and so we 
would like to extend an invitation 
to anyone who would like to try.  

Maybe you have thought in the 
past that you would give it try 
but never got round to it, well 
this is an opportunity for you to 
come along and try.  Tuition and 
equipment are available.  Bowls, 
of course, is played by both men 
and ladies, young and old, so if 
you would like to come along, 
contact the club on one of the 
phone numbers listed below and 
we will make arrangements.   
You will be made most welcome.

For more information about 
the club and its activities 
contact :- Bruce Goldsmith on 
01908 310514 or Dave Tysoe 
on 07746 954164 e-mail: - 
bowlsclubwolvertontown@
gmail.com. See us also on 
Facebook

Since the 
Government eased 
the Covid-19 
restrictions we 
have worked on 
how we could get 
our members back 
for some gentle 
exercise while 
keeping them safe.  

We put arrangements in 
place by using every other 
rink and a game based 
on ‘Aussie Rules’ which 
allows two people per rink 
to enjoy a game of bowls 
while maintaining social 
distancing. Luckily family 
members who live together 
were able to play a more 
normal game. Members 
book their games on our 
website choosing either 
Tuesday or Thursday and 
latterly Sunday afternoons 
or early evenings.

The great weather added 
to pleasure of getting back 
to bowls but unfortunately 
we have had to cancel all 
our friendly matches with 
other clubs this year. We 
as a committee have also 

decided that even though 
there has been further 
easing, we are going to 
maintain the 2m social 
distancing and will play to 
‘Aussie Rules’ to safeguard 
our vulnerable members for 
the remainder of this year.

The committee are working 
towards being able to open 
our bar when allowed; 
making use of contactless 
payment and waiter service 
so we can bring back our 
Friday evening social with 
fun competitions based on 
the rules we are playing  
at present.

Sometimes good things 
can result from bad 
situations; we are always 
ready to welcome new 
members and we are now 
able to spend more time 
coaching anybody who 
would like to give bowls  
a try.

So, if you think you 
would like to have a go 
contact Bob Egan on 
01908 227105 or email 
wolvertonparkbc@
btinternet.com or visit 
our website at www.
wolvertonparkbc.com
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STAY ALERT
TO STAY SAFE

CORONAVIRUS

To control the risk of infection:
 Stay home as much as possible 
 Limit contact with other people 
 Keep washing hands regularly

For more ways to stay safe go to gov.uk/coronavirus

Stay_Alert_Introduction_A4_Posters.indd   2Stay_Alert_Introduction_A4_Posters.indd   2 15/05/2020   12:2315/05/2020   12:23
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CONTACT US

WGTC do NOT endorse any of the businesses advertised or any views expressed in the featured articles.

YOUR TOWN COUNCILLORS
GREENLEYS WARD

Ola Oladepo  
o.oladepo@wolvertonandgreenleys 
towncouncil.gov.uk  

Ayo Aiyeola  
07872 444123 
a.aiyeola@wolvertonandgreenleys 
towncouncil.gov.uk 

1 VACANT POSITION    
 

HODGE LEA WARD 

Olugbade Orimogunje  
o.orimogunje@wolvertonandgreenleys 
towncouncil.gov.uk 

1 VACANT POSITION 
 

STACEY BUSHES WARD

Ansar Hussain (Vice Chairman)  
07742 637638  
a.hussain@wolvertonandgreenleys 
towncouncil.gov.uk  

Retha Swanepoel-Leigh  
r.swanepoel-leigh@wolvertonandgreen 
leystowncouncil.gov.uk  
 

WOLVERTON EAST WARD

Adrian Moss MAYOR (Chairman) 
07905 319140  
a.moss@wolvertonandgreenleys 
towncouncil.gov.uk  

Samera Riaz  
s.mukadam@wolvertonangreenleys 
towncouncil.gov.uk  

Victoria Bamisile  
v.bamisile@wolvertonandgreenleys 
towncouncil.gov.uk  

1 VACANT POSITION 
 

WOLVERTON WEST WARD

Hilary Saunders  
01908 319271 
h.saunders@wolvertonandgreenleys 
towncouncil.gov.uk

Shaaron Forbes  
s.forbes@wolvertonandgreenleys 
towncouncil.gov.uk

Yvonne Cook  
y.cook@wolvertonandgreenleys 
towncouncil.gov.uk

Steven Barby   
s.barby@wolvertonandgreenleys 
towncouncil.gov.uk

Naseem Khan   
07811 268236  
n.khan@wolvertonandgreenleys 
towncouncil.gov.uk
 

MKC WARD COUNCILLORS

Wolverton Ward:

 
 

Peter Marland  
07769 365316 
peter.marland@milton-keynes.gov.uk

Robert Middleton  
07849 725830  
robert.middleton@milton-keynes.gov.uk

Norman Miles  
07808 844771 
norman.miles@milton-keynes.gov.uk

Stacey Bushes and Hodge Lea Ward:

Robin Bradburn  
07742 164318 
robin.bradburn@milton-keynes.gov.uk

Marie Bradburn  
01908 234120 
marie.bradburn@milton-keynes.gov.uk

Robert Exon  
01908 220321  
robert.exon@milton-keynes.gov.uk

WOLVERTON WARD 
COUNCILLORS DROP 
IN SURGERIES
CANCELLED UNTIL FURTHER NOTICE 

TOWN HALL STAFF

Sally McLellan TOWN CLERK

Mandy Shipp ASSISTANT TO THE CLERK

Nilo Thrikawala FINANCE OFFICER

Dianne Bowyer PROJECT OFFICER

Tracy Pearson COMMUNITY OFFICER

Colleen Wren ADMINISTRATOR

Ash Randall AREA CARETAKER 

Alec Brindle ASSISTANT CARETAKER

ENVIRONMENTAL ENFORCEMENT OFFICER  
David Barnes on 07909 520793 
COMMUNITY CO-ORDINATOR  
Colette Pinion on 07717 080904  

Office Town Hall, Creed  
Street, Wolverton, MK12 5LY

Monday to Thursday  
9:30am to 4:30pm 

Friday 10am to 3pm

Phone 01908 326800

Email office@wolvertonandgreenleys 
towncouncil.gov.uk

Web  wolvertonandgreenleystown

council.gov.uk

 @WandGTC

 wolverton & Greenleys Town Council

 wolvertonandgreenleys

Serving the communities of Wolverton, Greenleys, Old Wolverton,  
Wolverton Mill, Stonebridge, Hodge Lea and Stacey Bushes.

WOLVERTON & GREENLEYS TOWN COUNCIL



Download our app today!

NO CASH? NO PROBLEM!
Pay securely using your credit or debit card


