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WOLVERTON & GREENLEYS
IN BLOOM UPDATE BY CLLR HILARY SAUNDERS

Britain in Bloom volunteers Lynda and Jane, flowers in the Greenleys Planter & flowers by The Square

Hello! We hope you agree that,
despite this awful pandemic, the
whole parish area has looked really
good this summer with the yellow,
purple and white colour scheme.
We had extra volunteers who were on furlough
and so had the time to help us and we know
that many of you do look after public planters
near where you live. We are especially pleased
with the floral improvements to the shopping
area in Greenleys, with new planters and bins
put in place by Milton Keynes Council and
with our volunteers planting all the flowers.
Our Caretakers were diverted to helping
get food parcels out to vulnerable people
and so have not been able to help us out
as much nor, for instance, use our foam
machine and sweeper to get rid of weeds
in the gutters, which was very successful
last year. So if you could pull some weeds
out near your own home and put them in
a green bin, that would be very helpful.
On the subject of green bins, please
remember that everything going into them
should be compostable – food, gutter weeds

or garden waste only. Working around the
parish, sadly we see a few green bins that
are never emptied because they have cans,
bottles, plastic and other rubbish in them.
The green bin men CANNOT tip that rubbish
into their vehicles. Residents need to sort
this rubbish out and put it into the necessary
black bags. Please help out if you can.
Another problem that we see is bushes and
other greenery in front gardens bulging out
over the pavements. It is the householder’s
responsibility to cut back this vegetation so
that it does not obstruct pedestrians, prams
and wheelchair users who need to be able to
pass freely by. We also worry about buddleias
and other weeds getting well established
where walls meet pavements. The roots can
cause damage and the weed seeds blow all
over the place. Just do your bit, please!
And now a bit of well-deserved praise:
it has been a genuine pleasure to see
so many window-boxes, tubs and front
gardens looking lovely this year - and with
no effort at all on the part of W&G In-Bloom
volunteers! Thank you all for making our
area look cared for and attractive.
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Please remember, if you have a doorstep
planter or one outside your business, you
can deadhead the geraniums and this will
cause the plants to produce new blossoms.
We’ll be taking out truly dead plants in early
October and putting in winter pansies that
again will be purple, yellow and white.
Also, in November we shall be getting over
200 trees to plant and if you fancy helping
with that big job or with planting the winter
pansies please let the Town Council office
know. Also tell us if you have ideas for
places near you that could happily take a
few trees. A word of warning: these are
FREE trees from the Woodland Trust and they
will be simply two-foot long sprigs at best,
possibly smaller. Thus the headache will be
supporting these and protecting them from
harm until they have got much bigger and
can fend for themselves. Can you take on the
planting and care for a small tree? It could
be a lovely big tree for future generations!
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WELCOME
INSIDE

WELCOME

 UTUMN WILDLIFE IN YOUR GARDEN
6|A

Welcome to the October edition
of Wolverton and Greenleys News.
The hot summers have passed, and
with autumn upon us we can enjoy the
beautiful golden leaves and conkers
on the trees.

See the simple ways you can encourage wildlife in
your garden.

 OLVERTON LANTERN FESTIVAL
7|W
CANCELLED
Lantern Festival Cancelled Due to COVID-19.

 ETTING WITH THE TIMES IN A
8|G
VICTORIAN TOWN
Read about the changes you can make to your home to
make it more energy efficient.

 AVING MY VICTORIAN WINDOWS
9|S
Read about how a local resident transformed his original
Victorian windows.

 AR BAR BLACK SHEEP REOPENS
18 | B
Read about the changes they’ve made to be able to reopen.

FIREWORKS
DISPLAY 2020
Due to COVID-19 restrictions, Full Council have
decided to make this year’s Fireworks Display virtual.
Mayor Adrian Moss will introduce the festivities,
which will then be followed by footage from previous
fireworks displays gone by. The virtual display will also
feature some hilarious jokes from one of our funniest
local residents. Check out our website for more
information closer to the time.

WOLVIE THE WOLF CHALLENGE
How long will it take you to find Wolvie
the Wolf? She’s hiding somewhere in
this newsletter.
Editor Colleen Wren & Mandy Shipp Designers TravisBead

The Wildlife Trust and the Parks Trust have provided
lots of ideas in this newsletter for exploring the
outdoors. The fresh air brings great benefits to
our health and wellbeing and has been particularly
crucial during the months we have spent at home,
which for many of us has taken its toll on our
mental health.
The council recognise the importance of this natural
environment and have secured funding to plant new
trees in Wolverton Recreation Ground and Victoria
Park. When the deliveries arrive in November, we will
be looking for keen volunteers to help plant these
trees. We welcome people from all ages to come
and join us for these planting days, which will be
advertised on our noticeboards and website soon.
The government have released a scheme to help
you make your homes more efficient, which is
particularly important as we approach winter, and
with few small improvements you can make big
savings on your bills. We have included in this
newsletter some of the improvements you can make
to your property, along with advice on improvements
to those buildings in the conservation area. Please
remember to obtain planning permission before
doing any works if you reside
in the conservation area.
Details of the conservation
area boundary can be found
on our website.

Sally McLellan
Town Clerk

www.wolvertonandgreenleystowncouncil.gov.uk
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Urb Farm Newsletter
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September 2020
It’s been such a treat to have some of our older trainees back, and
also to welcome a whole host of brand new trainees to the farm over
the past month or so! We spent so long without our usual fantastic
team of trainees, volunteers and staff, that it’s been so wonderful
to be back working together again. This photo shows Timi from a
few weeks ago, carefully potting on aubergines and sowing trays of
autumn kale and cabbage!

This Large White butterfly (Pieris brassicae) spent quite a while
visiting our mallow flowers (Mallow sylvestris ‘Zebrina’) in one of the
polytunnels! Mallow is a great plant to attract butterflies and other
pollinators, and much of the plant is edible too, so if you’re looking
for beautiful, interesting additions for your garden next year it is well
worth including!

Near the beginning of lockdown, a local photographer “RoxPix
Photography” set up a project, Lockdown Lanes, to document what
locals were getting up to during this unprecedented time in history.
We were really excited to be the very first stop on her tour of
Wolverton! And what were we getting up to? Well, despite having our
usual team of staff, trainees and volunteers reduced dramatically to
only one person (!), it had to be business as usual at the farm - so our
days were spent looking after the ducks and chickens, growing fruit
and veg, selling or donating produce to local residents and doing our
very best to keep everything alive and growing! Thank you so much
for visiting us Rox!

Mallow the chicken is already getting tucked up ready for autumn!

To sign up to Veggie Mail and receive a list of available produce, please email veggie.mail@mkchristianfoundation.co.uk.
For more regular updates on the urb farm, please search for “Growing People” on Facebook or instagram!
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GROW YOUR OWN
AT YOUR LOCAL
ALLOTMENT
SITE!
WGTC have plots
available at
STACEY HILL
ALLOTMENTS
For more information or to book a site
visit, please contact us on
office@wolvertonandgreenleystowncouncil.
gov.uk

WOLVERTON
COMMUNITY ORCHARD
BY HAYDEN KERR (VOLUNTEER AGED 13)
In these difficult times, we’ve
started coming back to the
Orchard as the restrictions were
eased. It was a great relief for
us all, as we haven’t seen each
other for 12 weeks and missed
each other so much. This still
means our events have been
cancelled until further notice, but
we are still open to the public
for exercise and relaxation. It is
nice to take in the good things
in life and forget what is going
on around you for a minute.
We’ve found loads of pollinators,
insects and birds lately, due to
the flowers and roses around
the Orchard. When we got back
to the Orchard, some of the
cherries were ripe so we took
the ones we could reach before
the birds did! The plants needed

a generous watering, and the
grass had a much-needed cut
as it was overgrown. If you
would like to volunteer at the
Orchard, you can join us every
Tuesday at 10am-2pm, come
and meet our lovely volunteers
– at a safe distance of course.
Note from the Orchard group;
Hayden (and his Mum) have been
regular volunteers at the Orchard
for some time. Previously, Hayden
has only been able to join us
in school holidays but, once it
was safe during lockdown, he
has been working with us every
week helping us to catch up
with the tasks with his usual
enthusiasm. We welcome
anyone that wants to help out,
of any age and experience.

SAVE WOLVERTON’S
SWIFTS & MARTINS
BY EMMA RIX AND PAUL DUBERY
As summer slips away, the skies
are quieter without the wonderful
Wolverton swifts screaming
along our streets. We first spotted
them on the 5th May and the last
of our juvenile swifts were seen
prospecting next year’s nesting
sites on the 10th August. They are
now flying non-stop at speeds of
around 25mph heading through
France, Spain, down the West
side of Africa, across the Sahara,
reaching the rainforests of the
Congo, with some making it as far
as South Africa. They will spend
the winter feeding and sleeping
on the wing but never landing.
When the adults return next
spring, they will meet up with
their life partners to breed in the
same nest sites. Hopefully, the
juveniles will remember the 20
or so new swift boxes we have
been busy getting in place around
Wolverton this year. When these
young swifts finally land to raise
their young, it will be the first time
they have stopped flying since
fledging – up to three years!
Since March, we have had huge
support from people building
or donating swift boxes, as
well as those offering their
houses for siting them. In the
meantime, we have identified
ten or more visible nest sites
in use, but there must be many
more out of sight including the
Railway Works buildings.
In July we were contacted to
rescue a fledgling swift that left
its nest too early. Bruce (pictured),
as he was named, was taken to a
dedicated swift carer in Aylesbury,
as swifts need very specialist

care. We followed his progress,
gaining weight and growing
stronger before being safely
released along with other swifts to
make his long journey to Africa.
The second phase of our project
has started with a generous
grant from Wolverton & Greenleys
Town Council, allowing us to
think about multiple boxes on the
larger buildings in town, including
Foundation House in The Square
and the Council buildings.
UK-wide, the swift population
has dropped by 50% over the
past 20 years, so they need all
the help they can get. If you’re
not able to have a nest box, you
can help to feed them and other
birds by not using insecticides
and planting lots of flowering
plants, even if you only have
a window box! Flying insect
populations have plummeted
in recent years and this is a
contributing factor to the general
reduction in bird populations.
The swifts may be gone for
this year, but our efforts are
continuing, if you can help
us in any way please get in
touch via our Facebook group:
“Save Wolverton’s Swifts and
Martins” – or our Instagram
page savewolvertonswifts.

www.wolvertonandgreenleystowncouncil.gov.uk
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AUTUMN WILDLIFE IN YOUR GARDEN
BY THE BERKS, BUCKS AND OXFORDSHIRE WILDLIFE TRUST
as fat balls, black sunflower
seeds and peanuts. Stock
up on bird seed at www.
vinehousefarm.co.uk and
help the Wildlife Trust too.

Autumn is a great time
to help the wildlife in
your garden, and there
are some things you
can do over the next
few months as well as
planning for spring and
summer next year.
All creatures need four things
to survive. Providing one or all
of these in your garden is going
to help turn it into a haven for
wildlife. There are always things
you can do, no matter how
big or small your garden is.
Think about how you can
create shelter in your garden.
Can you let an area of grass
grow long or have a wild
corner in your garden? Don’t
be too tidy or start cutting
back the vegetation until next
spring, especially the hollowed
stems of plants such as fennel
and teasel as these provide
fantastic places for insects
to hibernate in over winter.
Creating compost heaps
and log piles are also great
places for insects, frogs, toads
and newts to live in over the
winter months. You can also
add shelter by building and
installing your own bird or bat
box or hedgehog house.

For water, put a shallow dish
of water out for the birds and
mammals to drink from. If you
have a bit more space think
about digging a pond to attract
wildlife. You can dig a hole in
the ground just big enough to
place a washing up bowl in.
Remember to add some stones
and rocks so any creatures can
get in and out. Alternatively
you could also bury an
upturned dustbin lid and make
a shallow pond out of that.
We’re lucky that we have air
all around us but the more
plants, flowers and trees
there are the better it is for
us and the local wildlife.
It’s better if you can provide a
natural source of food for the
wildlife in your garden. Having
good habitats for insects such
as log piles, leaf piles and long
grass will benefit birds and
mammals such as hedgehogs.
You could also add a fruit tree
to your garden or one that will
have berries in the autumn for
the birds to feed on. If you do
feed the birds in your garden try
and give them a balanced diet
of seeds and fat. After breeding
has finished, early September
is the prime moulting month for
birds. During this period, birds
need high energy food such

For bees, butterflies and other
insects try and have different
plants that flower and provide
pollen and nectar for as
much of the year as possible.
Primrose and honesty are
great for flowering in spring,
lavender and honeysuckle in
summer and ivy, ice plant and
sweet scabious in autumn.
Even if you have a tiny garden
or no garden think about
growing nectar rich flowers like
lavender in pots outside your
front or back door, on your
balcony or in window boxes.
Try and be as green as
possible with your gardening

by collecting rainwater to
water your plants or fill up
your pond. Use peat-free
compost because peatlands
are some of the UK’s most
valuable habitats. They support
an array of rare and unusual
plants, insects and birds. Peat
is a non-renewable resource,
which once removed is not
easily replaced. Gardening
peat free helps conserve
these peatlands, which store
large amounts of carbon.
This minimises our impact
on climate change.
For more ideas on what
you can do to help wildlife
in your garden visit our
website www.bbowt.
org.uk/actions or follow
BBOWT on social media.

Nature and

Mental health
Nature improves your health

Daily contact with nature is linked to reduced levels
of chronic stress, reductions in obesity and improved
concentration, so get your colleagues outside and
help them feel healthier.

Nature makes happier workers

Green your office by creating an outside area
and encouraging lunchtime walks. There is a 10%
reduction in work absence if employees are able to
look at a green space rather than a wall.

Green offices boost productivity

Adding plants and photos of wildlife (or even
playing birdsong!) can help your colleagues at work.
Employees are 15% more productive when workplaces
have even a few houseplants.

Nature makes you more active

Map out local walking routes in wild places for
people to enjoy at lunchtime. People with easy
access to nature are three times as likely to be
active as those without access.

Green exercise can save the NHS money
Ecotherapy could reduce antidepressant prescription
costs, so encourage walking meetings and exercise in
your workplace. Mind has shown that green exercise
benefits health and wellbeing

Green neighbourhoods cut depression

Natural features near houses reduce mental illness.
Work with neighbours to create wildflower borders
and bird feeding stations.

www.wolvertonandgreenleystowncouncil.gov.uk
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SEASONAL
LIGHTING UPDATE

WOLVERTON
LANTERN
FESTIVAL 2020
CANCELLED
DUE TO COVID-19
RESTRICTIONS

BY WGTC

We regret to announce that the Wolverton Lantern
Festival is cancelled this year due to the current
restrictions on events and public gatherings. The
Lantern Festival will be back bigger, better and
twice as enthusiastic in 2021!

A virtual tour of
12 Stony Stratford
gardens in aid
of Willen Hospice.
The Hospice is facing a major
challenge as their usual fundraising
has been limited due to the
Covid-19 crisis. They estimate that
they are at least £800,000 short.

It’s simple. Visit
www.stonyopengardens.info
A wide selection of sizes,
shapes and styles of gardens.
View all these inspiring
garden videos at your own
pace, as often as you like.
If you wish, you can make
a donation to Willen Hospice
on our JustGiving page.

www.stonyopengardens.info

STONY
VIRTUAL
OPEN
GARDENS

SPONSORED BY

2020

SVOG 2020 A4 poster.indd 1

As we enter autumn
with summer only
a distant memory,
you may start seeing
the preparations
underway for the
festive lighting
display across the
parish...Why so early
we hear you say,
its only just turned
autumn?
Believe it or not, plans for
this year’s festive display
began back in February of
this year, with much planning
behind the scenes going
on. This year has been
particularly challenging, not
only because of COVID-19
affecting how we all work,
but also because Milton
Keynes Council introduced
a code of practice for street
lighting. This means that
when additional items are
added to our street lighting,
it could compromise their
safety, and as such many
of our street lights can no
longer be used to install the
lovely motifs we have grown
accustomed to seeing every
year. So working with MKC
and our contractors we
have found a solution, but
it has meant that the usual

09/09/2020 11:56
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display will be tapered down
somewhat.
Our contractors will
start testing our lighting
equipment late September
and will start installing the
decorations onto lampposts
and into our trees at the
beginning of October. All of
this is done to check their
safety and to ensure that
they are working well in good
time before the lights are
switched on in December.
WGTC will be looking
at implementing a new
infrastructure for future
lighting schemes, however,
this is costly and needs to
be built on year on year.
The Council have agreed
that new feeder pillars for
the electric supply will be
installed this year, to light
the ‘living’ trees in The
Square and a tree on
Briar Hill, Stacey Bushes,
a change from the usual
lamppost decorations that
we usually see.
With all events cancelled
or postponed WGTC hope
to hold an event on 14th
December, called Letters
to Santa, which is a lighting
projection show. For further
information as we have it,
please stay tuned to our
website.
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GETTING WITH THE TIMES IN A
VICTORIAN TOWN BY WGTC
There is a concern that homes
within Wolverton’s Conservation
Area, due to their age, are less
energy efficient than newer
homes which have been built to
be more eco-friendly. Fortunately,
there are things homeowners can
do to decrease energy loss and
reduce their carbon footprint.
Victorian/Edwardian houses within
Wolverton’s Conservation area have
been around for over 100 years and are
likely to be around for years to come!
But with the change in times and the
imminent threat of climate change, the
need for improvements to the existing
housing stock is on the increase to
control the effects of climate change.
Typically, the biggest energy loss for these
older homes is seen through draughty
windows, doors and heat loss through
the walls and roof. Don’t assume the only
solution is to replace old windows and doors
with modern, better insulated ones. There
are other simple, low cost ways of improving
energy efficiency within older style and newer
properties, see information on page 10.

What your Town Council is doing The
Town Council are also taking steps to
reduce their own carbon footprint.

Get more information Modifications can
have a negative impact on older housing.
Most energy efficiency measures will
improve airtightness, and the restriction of
air flow may increase moisture retention
leading to condensation, damp and
mould. Replacing traditional materials
which allow water-vapour to pass through
them with modern, moisture-impermeable
materials can have the same effect.

We have also received carbon offset funding
from Milton Keynes Council which will be
used to install brand new, energy efficient
LED lighting at the Town Hall. The aim is
to reduce our lighting costs by half, whilst
playing our part to help the environment.

Fortunately, there are things you can do
to alleviate this, and there’s a wealth of
information out there to help you. A useful
website is the Centre for Sustainable Energy
www.cse.org.uk; if you want to look at other
ways to improve the energy efficiency of your
home, it has comprehensive information.
It’s also worth considering getting in
touch with Wolverton Community Energy
wolvertoncommunityenergy.uk. They
are a community benefit society whose
aim is to enable people to become

more energy efficient and reduce the
amount of carbon used locally.

We are currently looking into the installation
of Solar PV panels on the Town Hall
roof. This will reduce our utilities bill
and promote greener consumption.

Milton Keynes’ newly adopted Local Plan is
looking to be carbon neutral by 2030 and is
supported by the newly adopted Wolverton
and Greenleys Town Council Policy ‘WGTC
Climate Change Action Plan’ which can be
found on our website: www.wolvertonand
greenleystowncouncil.gov.uk/Climate_
Change_Resources_29653.aspx.
Old windows and doors Many homes
in Wolverton’s Conservation Area still
have their original Victorian/Edwardian
windows. Energy efficiency shouldn’t
be a reason to rip them out and replace
with modern double-glazed uPVC.

The Conservation Area is protected by a
planning regulation known as an Article
4 Directive, which seeks to retain the
original features of the properties. So,
for any change to front of properties –
including doors, windows, chimneys and
roof – planning permission is required,
The Planning Committee for WGTC
regularly see planning applications to
replace old windows and doors in the
Conservation Area. In some cases, the
windows and doors are beyond saving,
but a number of these applications are
refused on the grounds that these original
features are not beyond reasonable repair.
In fact, most original windows can, with care
be retained, avoiding the loss of these great
heritage assets to the town. We urge local
residents to think carefully about whether
the original window could be refurbished,
or even have secondary glazing added,
before automatically going through the
process of seeking to replace them.
If you deem your windows to be truly
beyond repair, then applications are more
likely to succeed if the replacements are in
the original sash style with the horn features.
For more about restoring old windows,
see “Saving my Victorian windows”

www.wolvertonandgreenleystowncouncil.gov.uk
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SAVING MY VICTORIAN WINDOWS
BY YVONNE COOK

Howard showing how to care for original Wolverton Victorian sash windows

Peeling paint, sticking
sashes…after more than
100 years of wear, you
may feel your Victorian
windows are not worth
repairing. But treat
them right, and they’ll
outlast any modern
replacement, says
Windsor Street resident
Howard Boycott.
Howard, a secondary school
Physics teacher, took time out
of his holidays this summer
to restore the front windows
of his 1896 home to pristine
condition. We asked him about
the process.
What DIY skills do you need?
I’m a confident DIY-er, but
I’m not trained, and I did
everything myself. If you’re not
so confident, there is a middle
way – do the less difficult
but time-consuming jobs like
stripping off paint yourself and
employ a professional to do bits
like woodwork or glazing.
It’s not as hard as you might
think. These windows were
designed to be lifted out of their
frames for painting, although
many people don’t realise it.

There’s loads of information out
there, just google ‘restore sash
windows’. Beads, cords and all
the other bits are easily available
on the internet.
What does it involve? Lift the
windows out of the frames.
Prize off the beading and throw
it away, it’s easy to buy new
beading with draft excluders,
so when the windows go back,
they will rattle less.
Look for the wood that needs
replacing. There are some bits
that will inevitably be rotten,
typically the sills and the side
panels. I had to replace all the
sills, which is a job you could
get a carpenter to do.
The rest was very sound. I’d say
there’s a hundred years left in
these windows. The Victorians
used very well-seasoned timber,
which lasts better than modern
timber.
Strip off the old paint. Scrape
off the putty, which isn’t a skilled
job, but you have to be careful
not to damage the glass. My
window glass wasn’t original so
I put in new glass and re-puttied
it, but if you are replacing the
glass you could ask the glass
company to do that for you.
I replaced the sash cord, and
I had to slightly re-balance the

weights – modern glass is a bit
thicker, which means heavier,
so if you use the old weight with
new glass the window won’t
shut completely. This happens
quite often, and people don’t
know why.
I re-painted the frames using
an oil-based paint, which
traditionalists say lets the wood
breathe, but other people use
modern water-based emulsions.
I saved myself a job by buying
new pulleys and latches, instead
of cleaning and painting the old
ones. It cost more, but it looks
good. I also fitted ventilation
locks, which let you open the
windows just 10 cm for air, good
for children’s rooms.
How much did it cost?
Altogether around £400-£450,
including paint, but I could have
saved £100 by not having the
new brass fittings.
How long did it take? And
how did you manage with
no window during that time?
About four weeks. At the end of
each day’s work, I just replaced
the sashes and tacked the
beads back into place for
the night.
What maintenance will it
need? Painting, maybe every
3 or 4 years. Lack of painting is
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one reason why these windows
get into bad condition. But
there’s no need to take off the
sash cords again, just loosen
up the beads so frames swing
free and you can paint them. If
you do this the windows won’t
stick shut afterwards. It’s quite
common for these windows not
to open because they have been
painted shut.
Why did you do it? For me,
it’s mostly about the way
these windows look. The
Victorians absolutely nailed
the proportions, and they are
an integral part of the house –
such a good house in the first
place – so, it’s worth the effort of
preserving them.
Wouldn’t uPVC double-glazed
replacements do a better job?
Old windows don’t need to be
draughty and rattley if they’re
well maintained. And you have
to be careful with installing
modern replacements in an old
house; these houses need to
breathe, if not you can get all
sorts of damp problems.
Most double glazing is
guaranteed for 10 years. These
windows have been here for
more than a hundred years, and
if they’re looked after I reckon,
they’ll last another hundred.
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Centre for Sustainable Energy | home energy advice | 2019
See all our energy advice leaflets at www.cse.org.uk/advice-leaflets

Keeping the cold air out

Simple DIY draught-proofing
No-one likes to live in a draughty house.
And, apart from the discomfort, it’s a
waste of money if the air that you have
paid to warm up keeps escaping through
gaps in the house and being replaced by
cold air from outside.
The good news is that draught proofing is easy. A bit
of DIY can go a long way to plugging those gaps and
keeping cosy at home. You’ll stop wasting money on your
heating bills, and cut down on your carbon dioxide (CO2)
emissions too.
So, where do the draughts come from? Most houses,
particularly old ones, have cracks and gaps through which
warm air goes out and cold air blows in. Not all of these
can be dealt with by a DIY-er, but many can, such as the
gaps between or around floorboards; around windows
and doors; through the letterbox; where pipework comes
through external walls; around the loft hatch; and around
electrical fittings.
For more information about draught-proofing windows,
see our secondary glazing advice sheet. Use the checklist
(right) to find out where you can draught proof different
areas of your home.

Never block boiler flues, air bricks, or
trickle vents, and avoid ‘over draughtproofing’ windows in kitchens and
bathrooms where moist air needs to
escape.

Mind the gap

The most common draught-zones ... and
DIY solutions to dealing with them
Windows: Use foam, metal or plastic
draught strips (see over), or brush
seals for sash windows (photo, right).
Temporary secondary glazing is another
option
Exterior doors: Fit brush or hinged-flap draught
excluders, fitted along the bottom of the doors (see over).
Interior doors: Cut draughts with
‘snake’ draught excluders (like the one
in the photo, right), brushes or similar
strips of material, (see over).
Unused chimneys: Chimney draught excluders – often
known as ‘chimney balloons’ – are available from most
DIY stores. Remember to remove them in summer to let
the air circulate.
Around pipework: Apply silicone mastic, wall-filler or
expanding foam as appropriate.
Floorboards and skirting boards:
Fill the gaps with flexible fillers, clear
or brown silicone mastic, decorators’
caulk or similar products.
Cracks in walls: Use cement or a hard-setting
decorators’ wall-filler.
Redundant extractor fan outlets: These should be
blocked up.
Loft hatches: Use strips of draught
excluding material fitted around the
edges of the frame, and don’t forget to
insulate the hatch itself.
Lighting and electrical ﬁttings: Plug the gaps around
the fittings with wall-filler.
Letterboxes: Fit flaps or brushes to
keep the cold air out and the warm air
in. See over for instructions.

A robot-themed draughtproofing ‘snake’ for a
child’s bedroom window

See over for instructions on how to fit a door brush,
how to fit a letterbox draught-excluder and how to fit
draught excluding strip to a window or door.

www.wolvertonandgreenleystowncouncil.gov.uk
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How to ﬁt a door brush
Door brushes can be easily fitted along the
bottom of most doors. First, use a tape
measure to measure the width of the door
and cut the brush to the right length (a
hacksaw is good for doing this).
Then position the brush against the door
so that the brush is just touching the floor.
Using a pencil, make guide marks on the door
through the pre-drilled holes in the excluder to
show where the screws will go.

Next, drill pilot holes in the points you marked
and loosely screw the excluder in place.
Open and close the door to ensure it creates
a good seal before tightening the screws or
adjusting the height if necessary. The excluder
should not be placed so low that it makes it
difficult to open or close the door!

How to ﬁt a letterbox draught-excluder
A letterbox draught-excluder is a simple way
to stop warmth escaping.
First, place the draught-excluder over your
letterbox and use a pencil to mark the fixing
points through the pre-drilled holes. Maybe
a friend could hold the draught-excluder in
place while you check that letters can pass
through it.

Drill pilot holes at the points you marked and
loosely screw the draught-excluder onto the
door.
Check that letters can pass through the
brushes before tightening the screws,
adjusting its position if necessary.

Fixing a perimeter seal around a window or door using foam draught-excluder
Start by cutting off a 50-60mm piece of the
foam draught excluder to use as a test strip.
Stick this to the door or window frame (not
the door or window itself), as close as possible
to the edge nearest you.
Close the door or window and slip a credit
card between the test strip and the door. It
should be a comfortable fit. If you have to
force it, then the excluder is probably too
thick; if the credit card is loose and falls out,
then the excluder is probably too thin. Once
you’ve done the test, remove the test strip.

St James Court
St James Parade
Bristol BS1 3LH
0117 934 1400
www.cse.org.uk
info@cse.org.uk
Charity: 298740
Founded: 1979

When you’re satisfied that you have the right
thickness of foam excluder, measure the frame
of your door or window and cut the excluder
to the required lengths using a pair of scissors.
Clean and dry the door or window frame to
ensure the adhesive sticks properly, then apply
the foam strip to the door or window frame,
as near to the edge as possible, checking that
it isn’t difficult to open or close the door or
window!

The Centre for Sustainable Energy
is a national charity that helps people
change the way they think and act on
energy.
Our Home Energy Team offers free advice
on domestic energy use to householders
in Bristol, Somerset, Wiltshire,
South Gloucestershire and Dorset.
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Contact us
PHONE

0800 082 2234

EMAIL

home.energy@cse.org.uk

WEB

www.cse.org.uk/loveyourhome

TWITTER

@cse_homeenergy
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How to make a Terrarium
You will need…
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

A clean, clear glass container with small opening or lid
Rocks or pebbles
Soil or compost
Activated charcoal (not essential but it prevents fungi from growing)
Moss
Plants
Items to decorate your terrarium e.g. shells, pine cones
Tweezers and a spoon to arrange the items inside your container (helpful if
the opening to your container is small)
A little water
A warm, sunny spot to keep your finished terrarium

Step 1 Plan your terrarium and collect your supplies
Things to think about
•

Which way up you want to container to stand?

•

Will you have a theme e.g. Fairy garden, tropical island, Jurassic Park?

•

Make a list of things you want to collect and go on a foraging walk in your local area

•

If you collect stones or shells, give them a good wash before using them

www.wolvertonandgreenleystowncouncil.gov.uk
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Step 2
Put a layer of rocks or pebbles at the bottom of your
container. These help the soil to drain and prevent the roots
of the plants from getting water-logged.

Step 3

If you have access to some activated charcoal, add a ½ inch
layer here. This helps prevent your terrarium from being
overrun with fungi and it helps to filter the water. It’s a good
idea if you want your terrarium to last for years and years!

Step 4

Fill your container up to about half way with soil. Think
about how big the plants are that you will be adding and
use this to gauge how much soil you need to make sure you
can fit everything in.

Step 5

Add your decorative bits and pieces to bring your design to
life. Try to create a scene or landscape. You can watch how
it grows and changes over time. You could write a story
about the characters that live in the world you have created.

Step 6

Give your plants a gentle sprinkling of water, they don’t
need much. Then seal the lid and pop your terrarium on a
sunny window sill. Don’t forget to check it regularly to see
what has changed.

Don’t forget to share your creations with us @theparkstrust!

Email outdoorlearning@theparkstrust.com
or call 01908 233600

WOLVERTON & GREENLEYS COMMUNITY MAGAZINE OCT/NOV 2020 ISSUE 124
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KINGS COMMUNITY CENTRE &
COMMUNITY UNLOCKING
As the Wolverton & Greenleys
Community is carefully
unlocking and doing things
very differently – (Covid-19
safe practices and procedures
applying to all), we at Kings
Community Centre (KCC)
are also doing the same with
community groups, dance and
new renters returning or starting
for the first time, but all in a
very different way with the new
protocols being practised.
As a non-profit charity, rental is one of
our main funding streams. KCC never
closed in lockdown as our charity works,
Foodbank and Lunch Take Away have
been operating daily using PPE, Covid-19
practices, along with lots of cleaning and
so much bleach.

KCC CHARITY WORKS:
FOODBANK - 1pm to 3pm Monday to
Friday @ KCC (Thursdays we start early
at 11.30am) This is running daily from
our centre which is very busy - although
many are returning to work and a better
situation, others are losing their jobs
as the furlough scheme starts to taper,
finding themselves in a worse situation.
The Parable of the Sower and loving your
neighbour is at the very heart of all we
do and is where our mission statement
comes from – Love God, Love People,
Reach the Community. This has never
been more relevant than now, in addition
to job losses, many of the government
schemes, other food parcel schemes
and temporary services available in
lockdown have now ended, returning
the bulk of these works to the charity
sector. At the same time many are no
longer needing foodbank, while others
are coming for the very first time. If you
are in a difficult financial position or

WOLVERTON & GREENLEYS COMMUNITY MAGAZINE OCT/NOV 2020 ISSUE 124

less income due to furlough or another
reason, please come and see us at KCC
where we will be delighted to help you.
We can issue the vouchers and the food
at the same time; and all are welcome.
To date we have given between 2 & 4
food parcels to well over 5,000 people
in 23 weeks, which is around 14,000
food parcels from KCC in that time.
Food donations to the Foodbank can

16
be given at Tesco’s Wolverton or directly
to us at Kings Community Centre,
Creed Street, Wolverton, MK12 5LY.
Many stores such as Tesco’s Wolverton,
Tesco’s Greenleys and Farmfoods
Wolverton have been a constant source of
donation, along with Stony in Bloom and
so many members of the public who have
weekly driven in and given food for others.
One family last week donated 26 crates
of food as they had clubbed together with

DONATE TO KCC
Donate to Kings Community
Centre at easydonate.org/
kingsch
or TEXT KINGSCH to:
70201 to donate £1
70331 to donate £3
70970 to donate £5
70191 to donate £10

work, so we are finding ourselves still
doing a number of these locally.

KCC CHARITY
COMMUNITY GROUPS:
relatives and purchased to help others
in need. People have and are being kind
to others and it is wonderful to see.
LUNCH TAKE AWAY - Thursday’s 11.30am to 3.00pm @ KCC Lunch Take
Away has been very busy giving out
baked potatoes, sandwiches, cakes,
and other items to many people, in the
past 23 weeks over 3,500 servings.
SHOPPING FOR THE ELDERLY
AND VULNERABLE With the end of
lockdown this has reduced greatly
and funding dried up for this, but also
most of those who were volunteering
these services have gone back to

The

Ma

t
e
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r

Most of these such as our Tuesday
Free Laptop Session, Wednesday Soft
Play Sessions, Thursday Lunch Drop
In, Friday Children’s and Youth Clubs,
have not restarted yet, but are all in the
pipeline to return at the right moment.

COMMUNITY RENTERS:
These are slowly starting to return and
it’s great to see dance schools return
(Covid-Style) and hear the music in the
dance studio once again, along with other
renters who are keen to use our large and
high halls especially with good distancing
in mind. Our ability to section off areas of
the building, good Wi-Fi connection, and
new mounted projectors are also proving
a great interest to training companies who
also require good distancing, along with

Fundraising payments and donations
will be processed and administered
by the National Funding Scheme,
operating as DONATE, a charity
registered in England and Wales
(1149800) and Scotland (SC045106).
In addition to any text donation, you
will incur your standard network
message charge.

other community events, groups, and
organisations. For enquiries and bookings
- phone our office on 01908 411300

KINGS CHURCH SERVICES
AND SUNDAY SCHOOL:
We are currently doing Sunday Services
on-line with a good uptake and are
also waiting to see the effects of the
September School’s return (class and
year group bubbles etc) before starting
the new and different Covid Style
Sunday Services. Sunday School will
only start once we have re-established
Sunday Services and are happy with
how schools are progressing, and that
all our excellent volunteer workers are
available. Sunday Messages and Sunday
School can be found on the Kings Church
Facebook or Kings Church web page.
We love the community and are
here if you need support.

In The Square - UPDATE: Our market traders can deliver
essential items to you!

Traders are not yet looking to return but hope they will be back soon....
watch this space for further updates!

Crawleys Butchers (& eggs) accepts cash card or bank transfer call: 07788452162
Fruit and Veg orders accepted by phone: 01908 315255 or email: mkveg2020@gmail.com
Turner's flowers are also offering delivery phone: 07749056321

www.wolvertonandgreenleystowncouncil.gov.uk
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Recycling logos explained
We are all trying to do our bit when it comes
to recycling, but sometimes the logos can be
very confusing.
Use our handy guide below to understand the
logos better.
Known as the Recycling Swoosh, the On-Pack Recycling
Labels (OPRL) symbols explain whether the product can
be recycled or not. They have been specifically designed
to be as informative and as clear as possible.

The Mobius Loop indicates that the item can be
recycled. This is the old recycling symbol and has now
been replaced by the Recycling Swoosh (as shown
above).

These Chasing Arrows triangle with a number in the
centre does not indicate that the item can necessarily
be recycled. It simply identifies the material type of the
item.

The Green Dot symbol probably confuses people the
most. The dot simply signifies that the producer has
made a financial contribution towards the recovery
and recycling of packaging. It does not mean that the
packaging is recyclable, will be recycled, or has been
recycled.

www.milton-keynes.gov.uk/recycling

Top 5 recycling offenders that you might
not know about…

These days we all try to do our bit and get recycling right, but we appreciate it’s not
always easy to do. Each day we receive everyday items at our recycling factories that
cause problems. Typically, these items are:

Nappies and sanitary towels. These spoil good recycling, and all
must be hand removed by staff members on site. All nappies
whether they are used or not, cannot be recycled and must be put
in the black rubbish bag.
Animal waste including cat litter, dog poo, hamster/gerbil bedding,
etc. must be placed in the black bin bag, and not in the green
garden bin.

Batteries can cause sparks and fires if they knock against factory
machines. Never put them in your clear recycling sack. You can
order a free yellow battery bag from our website.
Although made of paper, the fibres of tissues and kitchen towel
are too weak to be recycled. Place in the black bin bag.
Interestingly everyday paper can be recycled up to 5 or 6 times and
It’s last life is as tissue.
We get textiles, in fact a lot of them! We stopped accepting these
in 2015. The textile industry wants the clothing to be clean and
dry which cannot be guaranteed. Instead, take good quality old
clothes to your local charity shop and place poor quality clothing in
the black rubbish bag.
Want to learn more? Help us keep MK cleaner, greener and safer by checking how to
recycle the right way on the website.

www.milton-keynes.gov.uk/recycling

ELECTRIC SCOOTERS
WHEEL OUT IN
MILTON KEYNES
BY MK COUNCIL
Milton Keynes Council
is wheeling out a trial of
e-scooters as part of an
innovative national scheme.

All three operators will
be unveiling booking
systems shortly, with costs
expected from £1 to use.

The Department for Transport
has given the council a green
light to bring e-scooters
to MK so they can be
trialled as an alternative to
short car journeys across
the borough. Around 300
e-scooters have been made
available from 24th August.

Cabinet Member for
Sustainability, Cllr Lauren
Townsend said, “While the
grid roads and general layout
in MK helps to keep our air
quality high, transport is
undeniably one of the UK’s
most polluting sectors. We
have ambitious plans to
make MK a leading green
city, and that includes
showing other areas what
can be achieved with a bit
of innovation. It’s great that
we’re home to the country’s
first large scale e-scooter
trial, following on from our
track record with shared
e-bikes and autonomous
delivery robots. I hope lots of
people give the e-scooters
a try so we can learn what’s
possible and share our
findings with others.”

Anyone can try one out
provided they’re aged at least
18 and hold a provisional
driver’s licence. They can
be used on MK’s 250km
of Redways, as well as on
minor estate roads (30mph
limit or less). A system
is being developed that
‘geofences’ the e-scooters
and stops them from being
used on areas where they
are not permitted and
roads where the speed
limit is over 30mph.
Nationally, the COVID-19
pandemic has changed
people’s travel habits, with
more people walking or
cycling and some cycle-towork schemes reporting a
200% increase. MK Council
will be encouraging more
people to keep up with
greener ways to travel to
make MK healthier for
everyone who lives here.
As well as e-scooters this
means bike share schemes
as well as walking, cycling
and public transport.
The e-scooters will be
bookable through three
transport operators:
Lime, Ginger and Spin.

WOLVERTON & GREENLEYS COMMUNITY MAGAZINE OCT/NOV 2020 ISSUE 124

Transport Minister Rachel
Maclean said: “E-scooters
could offer cleaner, more
efficient and more affordable
travel within our towns
and cities, and the trials
now taking place are
helping us assess their
impacts on public space,
as well as the benefits.
“The rollout of trials in Milton
Keynes will build on what
we have already learnt
from Tees Valley and will
see strict safety measures
in place - including license
verification and geo-fencing
that stops engines that have
strayed beyond the clearly
marked boundaries.”
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BAR BAR BLACK SHEEP RE-OPENS
The Square has been really popular,
it’s the perfect place to sit, enjoy a
delicious beverage and watch the
world go by. We have of course also
enhanced our hygiene procedures,
and are encouraging customers to
sanitise upon entry and to wear face
masks unless they are sitting down.

During this turbulent time many
businesses have had to adjust to
a new world. At Bar Bar we have
made a number of changes to allow
us to re-open safely in line with
government guidelines. In order to
allow for social distancing, we gave
the place a bit of a makeover. The
seating area has been improved by
removing a wall to ensure that we
could keep tables a safe distance
apart. Our staff now wait on tables
to help avoid any crowding around
the counter area. And the addition
of a brand-new seating area on

Before lockdown we had a great
number of community groups and
social events taking place at Bar Bar.
We are at present talking to all our
activity group hosts and planning
how we can safely continue to run
them with the current guidance. If
you have a group or an activity you
would like to run at Bar Bar then
please contact our manager Sian by
email sian@blacksheepcollective.
co.uk.
Bar Bar Black Sheep has always
led the way when it comes to social
issues facing our community and
that of the wider world. We have a
massive global plastic crisis right

Are you passionate about where you live?
Would you like to be involved in community
projects?
Are you able to actively take part in local
events & activities?

Then why not
Become a
Local Councillor!
WGTC have vacancies in Hodge Lea &
Wolverton East!

If you or someone you know is interested,
then please contact the office on
office@wolvertonandgreenleystowncouncil.gov
.uk

now. It seems to be even worse
currently with people discarding
protective masks which find their
way into rivers and oceans. Now all
paper used in our coffee and food
packaging is chlorine free, meaning
the materials will break down
in a home or industrial compost
environment without leaving any
harmful chemicals behind. Even
the plastics used to make the cups
for our frappes and iced drinks are
made from oil free, fully compostable
materials. You can be sure that
anything you take away from Bar
Bar Black Sheep will not only be
recyclable but compostable too!

Bar Bar Black Sheep operates a
suspended coffee scheme, whereby
any guest can purchase a coffee (or
other items from the menu) that are
then held for someone that needs
it. It may not seem like much but
providing someone with a moment
to sit and enjoy a coffee could make
the world of difference to them.
Suspended coffees can be claimed
by anyone and we don’t data collect.
The scheme is built on trust and
provides guests with a fantastic way
to support the wider community.

We all have to help the environment
where possible and we include this
in all of our working practices. We
believe that our responsibility goes
beyond our proprietary borders and
therefore we will continue to make
every effort to conserve resources
throughout our operations.

Councillor Profile
Olugbade Orimogunje
Area represented:
Hodge Lea Ward
How long have you been a Councillor for?
I became a councillor on 28th April 2"2"
What inspired you to become a Councillor?
I wanted to make a difference to my community in a new
way. I have always wanted to give my best in the community
that I belong to. I have been involved in some community
projects in the past such as reaching out to the homeless and
visiting the elderly people’s home to distribute parcels and
gifts. It has always been my aspiration to lend a helping hand
to people. As well as serving my community, part
of my reasons for becoming a councillor is to identify and
pursue the interest of the people in the local area. Also, as a
councillor, ensuring that people get the right service at the
right time and making sure their views are heard
is important to me.
What are your personal interests?
I love drawing, though I have not been doing much recently, I
also enjoy travelling and reading.
What do you hope to achieve as a councillor?
I believe the interests of the community are paramount. I
want to be the spokesperson and part of the vehicle for
change. To this end, I joined a committee and hope to
participate fully in achieving the best for Wolverton
and Greenleys Town Council.

www.wolvertonandgreenleystowncouncil.gov.uk
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(see the website for full information)
REMEMBER we are always open through the website
where you can:
* Use the Online Library Services * Renew items *
* Reserve items * Pay fines and charges *

www.milton-keynes.gov.uk/libraries
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Join your
Community Larder
A membership programme
that provides:
• S urplus food from wholesalers
and supermarkets
• S ocial tariff discounts, local
business discounts and access
to utility discounts
£10 per year annual joining fee
plus: Individual membership from
£3.50 per week Family membership
from £7.00 per week.
Save up to £800 on your food shop
with a family membership. Save up
to £400 on your food shop with an
individual membership.

Average Basket Spend

Community Larder is a membership
based organisation. Your joining fee
and membership give you access to
all the benefits of the club.
The fees contribute to:
• Larder Management Software
A bespoke system developed to
manage volunteers, members and
stock, automate processes and
provide comprehensive reporting
information.
• Marketing materials
Community Larder branded forms,
templates and support to boost
membership numbers.
• Continuous development
The manual and software will be
updated in line with changes to
suppliers and legislation as well as
lessons learned.
The joining fee also supports further
growth of the Community Larder
network, bringing more larders to
more communities.

TESCO

£24.30

Sign up today
£7.00

For more details visit www.great-linford.gov.uk/
services-we-provide/community-larder

www.wolvertonandgreenleystowncouncil.gov.uk
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our Environmental
Enforcement Officer
David Barnes

If you need to talk,
we’re here to listen

Contact Him about....

If you’re feeling lonely or worried, finding
it difficult to access food or medication, or
are concerned about someone else who is
– we can provide support.

Dog Fouling Issues
Litter
Fly tipping
Abandoned Vehicles

Call our free and confidential
coronavirus support line on
0808 196 3651 to chat to
a friendly British Red Cross
volunteer. They can:
- help with practical
information and advice
- give you emotional support
- connect you with support
in your area.
The phone line is open daily from 10am to 6pm.
Phone: 0808 196 3651
Free and confidential
For more information please visit:
redcross.org.uk/coronavirus-support-line

Mobile: 07909520793
dlenvironmental168@gmail.com

The British Red Cross Society, incorporated by Royal Charter 1908, is a charity registered
in England and Wales (220949), Scotland (SC037738) and Isle of Man (0752). BRC20-088.
Photo © Getty Images.



Even during Covid Lockdown we’re still meeting and making music.

IN ISOLATION—TOGETHER.
See/Hear us on our updated,
improved website.
Be Safe, Stay Safe
Protect yourself, your family
and the NHS.
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It has been a very challenging six months as the centre has looked at how it can reopen the
doors to its many user groups and the public, and with new safety measures in place we’re
starting to welcome back the community. Here’s what September and October’s diaries look
like at the time of printing! If you are interested in hiring our space then call the office and
speak to our team on 01908 310574 or email oldbathhouse@gmail.com

SEPTEMBER / OCTOBER 2020
MONDAY

TUESDAY
20:00 - 22:00 01
Letschill Yoga
with Lisa Gupta
10:30 - 12:30
Women’s Arabic
Beginners
07
05

18:30 - 20:30
Body Reboot
18:30 - 20:30
Classical Guitar
Group

14
12
09:00 - 12:15
Baby College
18:30 - 20:30
Classical Guitar
Group

08
06
20:00 - 22:00
Letschill Yoga
with Lisa Gupta
10:30 - 12:30
Women’s Arabic
Beginners
15
13
20:00 - 22:00
Letschill Yoga
with Lisa Gupta
10:30 - 12:30
Women’s Arabic
Beginners

21
09:00 - 12:15 19
Baby College
18:30 - 20:30
Body Reboot
18:30 - 20:30
Classical Guitar
Group

22
20
20:00 - 22:00
Letschill Yoga
with Lisa Gupta
10:30 - 12:30
Women’s Arabic
Beginners

28

29
27
20:00 - 22:00
Letschill Yoga
with Lisa Gupta
10:30 - 12:30
Women’s Arabic
Beginners

09:00 - 12:15 26
Baby College
18:30 - 20:30
Body Reboot
18:30 - 20:30
Classical Guitar
Group

WEDNESDAY

THURSDAY

02

03
01

18:00 - 20:30
Black Diamond
Majorettes

18:30 - 20:30
Bootcamp

09
07
18:00 - 20:30
Black Diamond
Majorettes

16
14
18:00 - 20:30
Black Diamond
Majorettes

23
21
18:00 - 20:30
Black Diamond
Majorettes

30
28
18:00 - 20:30
Black Diamond
Majorettes

FRIDAY

SATURDAY

18:00 - 20:00 04
Stantonbury 02
Judo Club
18:00 - 20:00
Women’s Arabic
Entry 1

09:00 - 11:00 10
WeightWatchers08
15:45 - 17:45
Safari Kickboxing
19:15 - 21:15
Ashtanga Yoga
10:00 - 12:00
Women’s Arabic
Pre-intermediate

11
09
18:00 - 20:00
Stantonbury
Judo Club
18:00 - 20:00
Women’s Arabic
Entry 1

09:00 - 11:00 17
WeightWatchers 15
15:45 - 17:45
Safari Kickboxing
19:15 - 21:15
Ashtanga Yoga
10:00 - 12:00
Women’s Arabic
Pre-intermediate

18
16
18:00 - 20:00
Stantonbury
Judo Club
18:00 - 20:00
Women’s Arabic
Entry 1

09:00 - 11:00 24
WeightWatchers 22
15:45 - 17:45
Safari Kickboxing
19:15 - 21:15
Ashtanga Yoga
10:00 - 12:00
Women’s Arabic
Pre-intermediate

25
23

09:00 - 11:00
WeightWatchers 29
15:45 - 17:45
Safari Kickboxing
19:15 - 21:15
Ashtanga Yoga
10:00 - 12:00
Women’s Arabic
Pre-intermediate

OLDBATHHOUSEWOLVERTON
OLDBATHHOUSEWOLVERTON

18:00 - 20:00
Stantonbury
Judo Club
18:00 - 20:00
Women’s Arabic
Entry 1

30
18:00 - 20:00
Stantonbury
Judo Club
18:00 - 20:00
Women’s Arabic
Entry 1

SUNDAY

05
03
06:45 - 08:45
Battle-fit45

12
10

13
10:00 - 12:00 11
MFM Sunday
Service
14:00 - 17:00
(19th Sept only)
Wolverton Works
Talk for Heritage
Open Days 2020

19
17

20
10:00 - 12:00 18
MFM Sunday
Service
14:00 - 17:00
(20th Sept only)
Wolverton Works
Talk for Heritage
Open Days 2020

26
24

27
25

06:45 - 08:45
Battle-fit45

06:45 - 08:45
Battle-fit45

10:00 - 12:00
MFM Sunday
Service

06:45 - 08:45
Battle-fit45

31
06:45 - 08:45
Battle-fit45

10:00 - 12:00
MFM Sunday
Service

06
04

in Fo
th for r m
ol ese mat ore
db
i
g
at rou on o
hh
p
tim ou s v n
et se. isit
ab or
g/
le

OLDBATHHOUSE

OLDBATHHOUSE.ORG
01908 310574
205 Stratford Rd, Wolverton,
Milton Keynes MK12 5RL

www.wolvertonandgreenleystowncouncil.gov.uk
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OUR ADVENTURES CONTINUE
Wolverton Girlguiding units
have been very active
over the summer – even
though we are not meeting
face to face indoors!
Wolverton Brownies held two
face to face outdoor meetings
in August – the leaders had to
complete risk assessments and
follow Girlguiding and Government
regulations, but it was all well worth
it! The Brownies had great fun.
Opposite are some of the badges
handed out – the Brownies
concerned worked on these
badges during the lockdown.
We look forward to having more of
these outdoor meetings and fingers
crossed we will be able to resume

indoor meetings soon. Our leaders
and girls are certainly keeping the
spirit of Girlguiding alive at this time.
Many of our Guides usually attend
Wellies & Wristbands over the
August Bank Holiday, unfortunately
this year it couldn’t go ahead, but
nevertheless we held a virtual festival
on 29th August. We all look forward
to joining in the action next year.
Our online membership services
are still open, so if you would like to
register your daughter for either Guides
(age 10 to 14); Brownies (age 7 to 10)
or Rainbows (age 5 to 7), or if you
would like further information on each
section, please go togirlguiding.org.
uk/information-for-parents/registeryour-daughter/ alternatively please
email your local District Commissioners
at Wolvertondc@outlook.com

Wolverto
n District

Do you feel safe at home?
Have you lost your job? Do you need support?
Our FREE advice service and online workshops are
open to everyone.
How we can help

If you are experiencing domestic abuse, or the situation
feels unsafe in your own home, help is available.

CV Advice

•

Training & Development Information

•

Career Change Guidance

•

Job Searching Advice

•

Interview Preparation Advice

•

Computer Skills Development Training

•

Confidence to Work

•

Stress Management

•

Interpersonal Skills

Direct referrals to our partners at Citizens Advice

Don’t be afraid to call.
There’s never any excuse for abuse.
In an emergency call 999,
press 55 if you are not able to speak.

0344 375 4307
Please note calls are charged at local rate.

One-to-One Advice on the phone or online

•

Register now for our FREE online workshops

National Domestic Abuse Helpline:
0808 2000 247 (24 hr freephone)
Men’s Advice Line:
0808 8010 327
LGBT National Domestic Abuse Helpline:
0800 999 5428

Monday to Friday, 9.00am to 5.00pm

•

•

Employment and Redundancy Advice

•

Financial Concerns Related to Debt and Money Management

•

Universal Credit Set Up and Benefit Entitlements

Get in touch today to register
Phone: 07852 965134 (Kelly) or 07852 963744 (Tracy)

www.MKACT.com

Email: info@mk-act.org

Email: info@worksforus.org.uk
Website: worksforus.org.uk

@mkactcharity
@MKActCharity
Can’t call now? Take a photo
of this QR code for reference.

@mkactcharity

Proudly supported by:
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In Partnership with:
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THE OLD SCHOOL - FINDING A
GREENER, CLEANER WAY
HOW RECYCLING AND REUSING HISTORIC BUILDINGS
HELPS TACKLE CLIMATE CHANGE
Bringing a Grade 2 listed building like the Old School back into use after many decades of neglect is not for the
faint hearted, as we have discovered during the many ups and downs of its restoration and conversion. Yet a
recent report from Historic England shows that recycling historic buildings like the Old School not only
preserves our architectural heritage, it is vital to cutting UK carbon emissions.
Sympathetically upgrading existing
buildings can dramatically improve its
energy efficiency. And it can make
substantial energy savings over knocking
down and building new because the CO₂
emissions already embodied within
existing buildings are not lost through
demolition.
But bringing the building back into use
has just been the start. Now that we are
open once again, we thought we'd share
with you some of the other ways we are
trying to do our bit for the environment.

OLD SCHOOL GREEN INITIATIVES
Solar Panels to be installed next year.
LED bulbs throughout the building.
Electric car charging point.
Energy-efficient appliances.
Refillable
soap and
from
Text
sentence
caseshampoo
- 11pt Roboto
The Ethical Superstore.
Cleaning products and hand soaps made
from natural chemicals
Free Refill station for drinking water during
opening times.
Secure bike sheds at the back of the Guest House for all Old School visitors.
Public transport timetables provided to encourage people to walk, bus, or bike to the Old School
Public bike hire point close to the School in the works - hopefully coming soon!
Toilets twinned with a loo in Afghanistan, to support the installation of better sanitation for all. You can read
more about the project at www.toilettwinning.org.
Wildlife friendly grounds with bird houses, frog shelter and hedgehog huts.
We are ‘Hedgehog champions’ (www.hedgehogstreet.org)
And because of all this, we are proud to say we have been awarded a Green Tourism Bronze Award. But we
don't want to stop here - we're going for the Gold Award in 2021, so if you have any ideas or suggestions on how
we can make the Old School and our community even greener, get in touch!
Find out more about the Old School and stay up to date with the latest news:
Visit our website oldschoolwolverton.org or follow us on Facebook @oldschoolwolverton

www.wolvertonandgreenleystowncouncil.gov.uk
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GREENLEYS RESIDENT
GETS A CARD FROM
THE QUEEN ON HIS
100TH BIRTHDAY!

COMMUNITY
CHAMPION AWARD
BY CLLR ADRIAN MOSS

As part of the drive to become
more involved in the community,
Stacey Bushes Meeting Place
have created a “Community
Champion Award”.

Jack Isles has lived on
Greenleys for many
years. He was 100 on
31st August.
The Quakers he belongs to had
organised a little party outside
his home, socially distanced

of course and Jess Holroyd
and Hilary Saunders (Labour
Party connections to Jack) and
neighbours also went along to
sing happy birthday. His son had
bought cakes, and someone
brought a birthday cake. We
hope Jack had a wonderful time
and wish him many more!

Wolverton Park Bowls Club
Due to recent Government guidelines, Green Bowling
(under strict conditions) can resume

This award will be presented
to an individual in any
parish in Milton Keynes
whose actions have directly
benefited their community.
The first Award went to Naseem
Khan, but organising the

presentation proved a challenge.
Naseem is hard to track down!
Between her restaurant, Namji
on The Square, her charity work
and various “pop up” locations
there are lots of places she
might be but actually planning
to meet where she will be
(without giving away why we
want to meet) proved tricky.
Eventually, by chance, Stacey
Bushes Meeting Place Director
Paul Fussell and I were at the
Wolverton Working Men’s Club
where Naseem was providing
a lunchtime barbecue. A plan
was quickly hatched, Naseem’s
husband briefed and Paul
nipped home for the award. The
rest (as they say) is history.
Congratulations Naseem
from all of us at WGTC, a
well-deserved award.

WOLVERTON BIRD BOX
MAKER BY CHARLIE MOUNTFORD-HILL

We can now offer FREE/SAFE instruction for beginners (all ages);
In the fresh air; providing mental and physical wellbeing; whilst having fun and socialising (at safe distance!)
We are located close to Wolverton train station, just off
Haversham Road.
Contact Phone: Bob Egan 01908227105
Address: Haversham Road, Wolverton, MK12 5TN
Email: wolvertonparkbc@btinternet.com
https://www.wolvertonparkbc.com

Professional cleaning company
required for the cleaning of the
Town Hall Tues-Fri outside of
office hours, please contact the
office for further details.

During lockdown Iain Stirling
went above and beyond to
help keep the children of
Wolverton busy, and hopefully
give their parents a little time
off!! Iain has made numerous
bird boxes, bird feeders and
bug hotels out of scrap and
donated wood. They became
extremely popular and at
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times seemingly harder to
acquire one than tickets to
Glastonbury! Over the weeks
many children painted and
put up their new creations
not only a lovely activity but
also helping to encourage
and feed the local wildlife in
the area. Thank you, Iain!
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WOLVERTON SWIMMING &
FITNESS CENTRE NEWS BY MATTHEW LEEDER

General Manager Matthew Leeder with Milton Keynes Mayor, Andrew Geary, who paid a visit on 12th August

Wolverton Swimming
& Fitness Centre
was finally allowed
to reopen on the 27th
July after having to
close for 17 weeks
due to lockdown
restrictions.
We are working hard
towards rebuilding our
usage and timetables
back to what they were
before the closure. This has
been no easy task whilst
maintaining user safety. All
areas are open including the
Pool, fitness gym, fitness
studio & cycle studio with
a full range of classes
throughout the week.

The Centre has introduced a
number of safety protocols

to ensure the safety of its
customers whilst maintaining
a Covid Secure venue since
being back open. We are
happy to report that we have
had really good feedback
from our users regarding
this, we also benefit from
superior ventilation all over
the building bringing 100%
fresh air into all exercise
areas of the building at
levels that far exceed
the recommendations.
All sessions are prebookable from our website
to control capacity, oneway systems are in place
where needed, enhanced
cleaning and signage
has been introduced to
ensure social distancing
is followed, these are just
some of the measures the
centre has introduced.
Whilst we see a return
of users to Wolverton
Swimming & Fitness Centre
which is run by Wolverton
Leisure Trust, a not-forprofit charity, we still need
the support of its users

and community to ensure
that the Centre can remain
viable to stay open.
We have received very
little support over the
closure period and receive
no external funding to
operate the centre at
this challenging time.

How can you support your
local Swimming & Fitness
Centre? This can be done
in many ways, becoming
a member of the centre,
which gives you the benefit
of great value and the
investment in your health
and fitness, or as a pay-asyou go user taking part in
swimming or studio classes.
All of our present activities
on offer are on our website
www.wolvertonpool.com.
At present we are offering
lane swimming for adults,

family booking lessons in
the main and learner pool,
studio classes, socially
distanced gym and a great
range of memberships
for all activities or just
a swim membership.
Children’s swim lessons
restart on 28th September
(spaces are limited this term
due to restrictions). We are
working hard to restore more
usage in the coming months
and all news and information
will be on our website.

Ensuring your safety is
paramount to us so users
can return to the centre
with confidence. Wolverton
Leisure Trust thanks
you in advance for your
patience and as a notfor-profit charity values its
users support hugely.

www.wolvertonandgreenleystowncouncil.gov.uk
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SPECIALISTS IN:

• NEW ROOFS/RE-ROOFS
• LEADWORK
• ROOF REPAIRS
• EPDM FLAT ROOFING
• CHIMNEY REPAIRS

Monday

Fairfields
Fairfields Primary School, Apollo Avenue, MK11 4BA
3.30, 5.30, 7.30

Wednesday

ALL WORK
GUARANTEED

Wolverton
Wolverton Scout Hall. Furze Way, Wolverton, MK12 5AQ
Warm welcome guaranteed. Call Jane 07886 808205

Fairfields and Wolverton Slimming World With Jane

CALL US TODAY ON:

01908 412376

W: MORRISROOFS.CO.UK
ENQUIRIES@MORRISROOF.CO.UK

DOWNLOAD OUR APP TO GET

ON AIRPORT TRANSFER

5%

DISCOUNT

BOOK ONLINE
& TRACK
FROM

£

3

GUTTER CLEANING SERVICE
A debris-clogged gutter can cause a leaky roof
or water damage to the interior or exterior of
your home

CALL US NOW

01908 666 222

We clean and clear gutters

WWW.LUCKYTAXIS.CO.UK
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Call Andy on 07594 442 173
cleanartguttercleaningmk.co.uk
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WOLVERTON
TOWN BOWLS
CLUB

Our rather strange 2020 outdoor season
has now ended, and our bowling green will
shortly undergo its annual renovation and
restoration programme to prepare it for next
year’s games.
2020 is the 120th anniversary of our club’s formation and
we had been hoping for a memorable year. It has of course
been memorable but not in a way that we anticipated. We
have endeavoured to make the best of the situation though
- our bowling green has been open since early summer
to allow members to roll-up (or practice), and then, when
official advice allowed more players to be present, some of
our club competions were run, which in turn allowed us to
have our annual Club Finals weekend during September.
During August we had a “Covid Cup” tournament, which
was intended as a fun day to encourage more members to
come along and play. That day was a big success, and a
good time was had by all, although the weather seemed to
think that Autumn had already started, so everybody was
well wrapped up. We hope not to be holding the competition
again, or at least, not under that name. Encouraged by that
success, we also held our annual “Presidents Cup” and
were rewarded by a record level of entries.
We have tried to make the best of an unfortunate situation
and have been rewarded because we have even managed
to recruit some new members, which is always most
welcome. Every cloud has a silver lining!
We shall endeavour to hold some social events over the
Winter period and look forward to celebrating our 121st Year.
For more details of the Bowls Club contact Bruce
Goldsmith on 01908 310514 or Dave Tysoe on 07746
954164 or e-mail: bowlsclub wolvertontown@gmail.com.
You can also find us on Facebook.

WOLVERTON
TENNIS CLUB
LTA advice concerning
tennis and coronavirus
pandemic in the UK:
“We know how important
it is for people to be
active, and the particular
role tennis can have in
the physical and mental
wellbeing of those that play
it. By its very nature, tennis
is an activity whereby
close person to person
contact can be avoided,
with the UK Government
saying tennis is a good
example of an activity that
can be undertaken in a
way compliant with social
distancing restrictions.”
We fully adhere to all the
Government & LTA health
and safety guidelines with
respect to Covid-19 as
does the Sports Club.
In case you were not
aware, you have tennis
courts near you that can
offer all of the above, yes
Wolverton Tennis Club,
Osborne Street.
We have various
membership categories
to suit you, from family
membership, excellent
deal for mum, dad &
kids, senior membership,
daytime membership mini
& junior membership, all at
reasonable prices, check
them out on our website
https://clubspark.lta.org.
uk/or call our head coach
Pete on 07740004548.
Our coaching team have
restarted junior coaching
on Saturday mornings at
a cost of £21 for members
or £28 for non-members
for a 7-week course. The

sessions cover mini tennis
as well as full court tennis.
We also offer those
of you who have not
played before or haven’t
played for a while, “Rusty
Racquets” which covers all
the basic strokes that will
allow you to play games.
The course is normally of
a 6-week duration at £4
per session. Can’t promise
you will play at Wimbledon
after 6 weeks, but you will
be able to play games at
your level. Any information
about coaching can be
found on our website or by
phoning Pete.
We have 5 “all weather
courts”, almost brand new,
3 of which are floodlit.
We run social events,
interclub tournaments and
we compete in local and
Bucks tennis leagues.
When you join the tennis
club you have automatic
membership to the Sports
Club and use of the
clubhouse which has a bar
with club prices and BT/
Sky Sports, where you can
cool down with a pint or
glass of something…job
done!
So, if you are looking for
fun and fitness, either go
to the website for more
information of how to join
or contact Pete if you want
a trial session, either way
we look forward to hearing
from you.

www.wolvertonandgreenleystowncouncil.gov.uk
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CORONAVIRUS

STAY ALERT TO

THE SYMPTOMS
HIGH TEMPERATURE
OR NEW CONTINUOUS COUGH
OR LOSS OF TASTE OR SMELL?
No one in your household should leave home
if any one person has symptoms.
Find out how to get a test, and how long to
isolate, at nhs.uk/coronavirus

2020.05.18_Symptoms&Testing_A4_Poster.indd 1
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CONTACT US
WOLVERTON & GREENLEYS TOWN COUNCIL

TOWN HALL STAFF

Serving the communities of Wolverton, Greenleys, Old Wolverton,
Wolverton Mill, Stonebridge, Hodge Lea and Stacey Bushes.

Sally McLellan TOWN CLERK

Office Town Hall, Creed
Street, Wolverton, MK12 5LY

Email office@wolvertonandgreenleys
towncouncil.gov.uk

Monday to Thursday
9:30am to 4:30pm

Web wolvertonandgreenleystown
council.gov.uk
 @WandGTC
 wolverton & Greenleys Town Council
 wolvertonandgreenleys

Friday 10am to 3pm
Phone 01908 326800

Mandy Shipp ASSISTANT CLERK
Nilo Thrikawala FINANCE OFFICER
Dianne Bowyer PROJECT OFFICER
Colleen Wren COMMUNICATIONS
ADMINISTRATOR
Ash Randall AREA CARETAKER
Alec Brindle ASSISTANT AREA CARETAKER
ENVIRONMENTAL ENFORCEMENT OFFICER
David Barnes on 07909 520793

YOUR TOWN COUNCILLORS
GREENLEYS WARD

WOLVERTON EAST WARD

MKC WARD COUNCILLORS

David Robertson
d.robertson@wolvertonandgreenleys
towncouncil.gov.uk

Adrian Moss MAYOR (Chairman)
07905 319140
a.moss@wolvertonandgreenleys
towncouncil.gov.uk

Wolverton Ward:

Samera Riaz
s.mukadam@wolvertonangreenleys
towncouncil.gov.uk

Robert Middleton
07849 725830
robert.middleton@milton-keynes.gov.uk

Victoria Bamisile
v.bamisile@wolvertonandgreenleys
towncouncil.gov.uk

Norman Miles
07808 844771
norman.miles@milton-keynes.gov.uk

Ola Oladepo
o.oladepo@wolvertonandgreenleys
towncouncil.gov.uk
Ayo Aiyeola
07872 444123
a.aiyeola@wolverton andgreenleys
towncouncil.gov.uk
1 VACANT POSITION

1 VACANT POSITION

HODGE LEA WARD

WOLVERTON WEST WARD

Olugbade Orimogunje
o.orimogunje@wolvertonandgreenleys
towncouncil.gov.uk

Hilary Saunders
01908 319271
h.saunders@wolvertonandgreenleys
towncouncil.gov.uk

1 VACANT POSITION
STACEY BUSHES WARD
Ansar Hussain (Vice Chairman)
07742 637638
a.hussain@wolvertonandgreenleys
towncouncil.gov.uk
Retha Swanepoel-Leigh
r.swanepoel-leigh@wolvertonandgreen
leystowncouncil.gov.uk

Shaaron Forbes
s.forbes@wolvertonandgreenleys
towncouncil.gov.uk
Yvonne Cook
y.cook@wolvertonandgreenleys
towncouncil.gov.uk

Peter Marland
07769 365316
peter.marland@milton-keynes.gov.uk

Stacey Bushes and Hodge Lea Ward:
Robin Bradburn
07742 164318
robin.bradburn@milton-keynes.gov.uk
Marie Bradburn
01908 234120
marie.bradburn@milton-keynes.gov.uk
Robert Exon
01908 220321
robert.exon@milton-keynes.gov.uk

Steven Barby
s.barby@wolvertonandgreenleys
towncouncil.gov.uk
Naseem Khan
07811 268236 | n.khan@wolverton
andgreenleystowncouncil.gov.uk

WGTC do NOT endorse any of the businesses advertised or any views expressed in the featured articles.

www.wolvertonandgreenleystowncouncil.gov.uk

NO CASH? NO PROBLEM!
Pay securely using your credit or debit card

Download our app today!

