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WELCOME

INSIDE

EDITORIAL

01 & 03 | NEW! BLUE LIGHT DISCO

Happy New Year and welcome to the first edition
of Wolverton and Greenleys News for 2018. The
focus of this issue is ‘What’s on for 2018’. In each
edition, there will be a summary of the contents
listing things to do within the parish over the course
of the next two months. Be sure to send us your
articles so that we can include these in our next
edition. We are keen to involve the community in
all activities that we do, so our Community Officer,
Olivia has put together a volunteering programme
that anyone can get involved in. Volunteering is a
great way to meet people in your community and
can help to improve the area that you live in.

A new Saturday evening activity aimed at pupil year
groups 6, 7 & 8.

12 | BUDGET 2018/19
Full Council finalise the figures for the precept.

15 & 16 | LANTERN FESTIVAL &
SECRET GARDEN ILLUMINATIONS
Dark winter nights are lit up across Wolverton Streets
and Secret Garden.

25 | GREENLEYS SURVEY
Have your say on events in your area.

20 | NEWS FROM RADCLIFFE
Students participate in a parliamentary debate
competition.

24 | OPERATION DARKNIGHT
Helpful advice from Milton Keynes Police.

29 | WHAT’S ON GUIDE!
Get your diary up to date with our listings February
and March.

WOLVIE THE WOLF CHALLENGE
How long will it take you
to find Wolvie the Wolf?
She’s hiding somewhere
in this newsletter.

Speaking of community, many of you will know that
Chris Bridgman has dedicated much of his spare
time to supporting community events and activities
across the parish. In 2018 he is undertaking two
exciting challenges to raise money for the Thames
Valley Air Ambulance. One challenge is a sevenday, 250km Husky Sledding Trek across the Arctic
and the other is 320-mile cycle ride across France,
Belgium and Holland in just three days. For more
information and to pledge your support visit https://
www.justgiving.com/fundraising/chris-bridgman1
Lastly, back in October the council conducted a
survey on what, if any devolved services you would
like the Town Council to consider for the future.
Your responses showed that an overwhelming
majority of you supported an increase in your
council tax in order for the town council to provide
one or more of the services that were listed, the
priority for the community was street cleansing.
As a result, the Town Council is considering what
improvements we can make to this service for the
future. Thank you to all those who took the time to
respond, your feedback will help shape the future
of your communities.
Yours Sincerely

c

Editor Mandy Shipp
Designers TravisBead.com

Sally M Lellan
Town Clerk

www.wgtc.org.uk
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Hodge Lea Meeting Place

COFFEE
MORNING
Every first Wednesday of
the month
10:00 - 11:30

COME IN FOR A CUPPA
AND A CHAT
YOU ARE WELCOME TO BRING YOUR OWN
REFRESHMENTS

WOLVERTON & GREENLEYS COMMUNITY MAGAZINE FEB/MAR 2018 ISSUE 108

04

For the first time ever in 2017,
the Britain-in-Bloom Royal
Horticultural Society judges
awarded us a GOLD certificate.
Marks are given for the floral displays but
also for the general appearance of the
environment, being graffiti and litter free,
for biodiversity, wildlife, sustainability and
for community and business involvement.
We have our contractors AxiomB2 to
thank for the lovely hanging baskets
and floral display at the Town Hall and
their diligent and essential watering
that they provided. We are grateful to
Dobbies, Tesco, Co-operative Funeral
Care, KnorrBremse and others for their
financial help and to the many individuals
for looking after planters by their homes.
Bridgman Landscapes also put a lot of
hard work into trimming hedges, weeding
roadsides and taking rubbish away on

“Men in Sheds” based at Kiln Farm are
helping our caretakers repair and replace
old wooden planters and making new
ones for us. Even the Mayor lent a hand!

our public litter-picking days. The Secret
Garden, the Urb Farm, the Community
Orchard and Greenleys First School were
all an important factor in showing the
judges what is special about Wolverton
& Greenleys.
The major job of removing dead summer
bedding and putting out the winter
pansies is now finished, so the next busy
period for planting will start at the end of
May. All help is gratefully received.

This year we want to improve the
Community Garden in Greenleys and
the crofts in Hodge Lea, as well as all
the other areas. The colour scheme has
been decided and will be red, white and
blue to reflect the Royal Wedding and to
also mark 100 years since the end of the
‘Great War’.
We have a very tiny core team of
volunteers who do all the public
planting - Could YOU spare a couple
of hours a week to help us? If so
please phone the Town Council
office on 01908 326800.
This year we need everyone’s help to try
and achieve GOLD again!

THE PLOTTERS AT STACEY HILL
BY PETER ERRINGTON, STACEY HILL ALLOTMENT REP
After all the festivities, it’s been
a time to reflect on the allotment
and last year’s performance. I
hope you all noted what grew
well and what went down the
pan, if so don’t grow it this
year if it was a disaster last,
try something new this year.
Last year was difficult as the spring
did not materialise as we would have
expected it to, it was dry and cold and not
conducive to good plant growth, however,
to the latter part of the year everything
picked up. The beans were glorious,
beetroot were fantastic, and the spuds
were super; sweetcorn and sweet salad
crops were all munchable. I had the best
year for tomatoes and apples, pears and
strawberries which was all very positive.

We had many folk start up anew on the site
and lost folk due to this and that. Loads of
Farm Yard Manure or ‘dung’ which sounds
like a dull bell have appeared on various
plots. The digging brigade are well ahead
of their programme and broad beans,
garlic, winter peas, onion sets are all now
in the ground. In the green house sow
those cabbage and half hardy annuals.
Don’t go tramping all over your plot when
it is sodden and wet as you will destroy
the structure; leave it until it is a little dryer.
Garden Centre bargains are to be had in
the New Year, as seeds are almost given
away, the seeds will be perfectly OK but
don’t use old parsnip seeds, as these need
to be fresh.
If you are pruning those trees and bushes,
remember to cut out the, dead, diseased
and dying first, and then select the fruiting
growths you wish to retain, remove excess

growth and bingo, all done. Don’t attempt
to prune plums, cherries and damsons as
these should only be pruned in the spring.
Little lad to old allotment chap, ‘Just what
do you put on your rhubarb’?’ ‘Well my lad,
loads of dung and compost,’ replies the old
chap. ‘I have custard’ said the boy.
Happy new year to one and all!

www.wgtc.org.uk
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Urb Farm Newsletter
Care

Learn

Create

Recycle

Grow

Gather

Feed

Restore

January 2018
Massive thanks go to the lovely Alex from GM Distribution
(Wolverton Mill) who decided to support us after enjoying one of
our free events last year. Thanks to Alex, we were given a tour of
the GMD warehouse and we also picked up a massive donation of
brand new tools, tool boxes, toilets, sinks, screws, safety gear and
more. He also arranged for us to receive a donation of gardening
tools from Toolbank, as well as free tool hire from Hirebase in
Bletchley too! We are totally overwhelmed by Alex’s kindness and
thank him and all of the companies involved from the bottom of
our hearts. Their support will make a huge difference to our work
and we are chuffed to bits with our new toys!

Great news - our lovely Urb Farm chickens are up for adoption
once more! For just £20, you can become an Urb Farm Chicken
Champion for the year, where you will receive a certificate of
adoption, a profile for your chosen hen, Chicken Mail (a quarterly
newsletter from your chicken) and regular visits to meet the
flock! To receive a list of the lovely hens currently up for adoption,
please email veggie.mail@mkchristianfoundation.co.uk!

On a cold and frosty morning!

Just look at this stunning salad, handpicked earlier on in the
month by Growing People trainees! We still regularly supply
produce to the Think Food Cafe (one of our sister projects) at
Foundation House in Wolverton, and Cameron’s Kitchen in Stony
Stratford. Both are well worth a visit for delicious food!!

To sign up to Veggie Mail and receive a list of available produce, please email veggie.mail@mkchristianfoundation.co.uk.
For more regular updates on the farm, please search for “Growing People” on Facebook.

WOLVERTON & GREENLEYS COMMUNITY MAGAZINE FEB/MAR 2018 ISSUE 108
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HAPPY NEW YEAR FROM THE TEAM
AT MK COMMUNITY FRIDGE
BY HELEN INNES, FRIDGE CO-ORDINATOR
Since MK Community
Fridge’s launch in June
2017 our dedicated
team of 22 volunteers
have collected and
redistributed more than
5.8 tonnes of food.
Of the food we collected
around a fifth has been from
individual donations, more
than half is healthy fruit and
vegetables and way less
than 1% has been put in our
food waste bin. This is used
to create energy from waste
through MK Council.
Rupert at the Fridge

This year we have supported
lots of local organisations,
provided a three course meal
for more than 100 people at
our first Surplus Supper Club,
continue to support Major
Ivy Nash at The Salvation
Army to feed their visitors
in Conniburrow every week,
provided 95% of the food
at “Together at Christmas”,
provide food for three Winter
Night Shelters and continue to
run the fridges and a pop-up
Fridge Cafe every Thursday.

All this was being thrown away
but thanks to our supporters,
it’s not anymore and our
community gets to appreciate
it. That’s amazing!

STAFFED OPENING
Monday-Friday 7-9pm
Thursday 11-1pm
Pop-up Cafe Thursday
12.30-2pm

localgiving.org/charity/
oldbathhousewolverton/project/
MKCommunityFridge/

MK Community Fridge is
changing the way that people
value food and each other
and it surprises me daily the
benefit the project brings to
lots of people.
Follow this link to donate and
help sustain and develop MK
Community Fridge:

SURPLUS SUPPER CLUB SUCCESS
BY HELEN INNES, FRIDGE CO-ORDINATOR
The very first Surplus
Supper Club warmed
the iciest of evenings
in Wolverton on 13th
December 2017.

The first Supplus Supper Club in 2017

MK Community Fridge
working in collaboration with
MK Christian Foundation
launched the very first Surplus
Supper Club in an effort to
highlight the problem of food
waste. Volunteers welcomed
over 100 diners to enjoy a
three course vegetarian feast
made from surplus food
collected from individuals and
businesses across MK. Guests
were invited to share quality
food prepared and frozen over
many weeks by the young
trainees at Think

‘Surplus Supper
Clubs are another
way to share quality
food and build
stronger bonds in
our community;
we’re absolutely
delighted with the
response to our
first event.’
Food was lovingly cooked
by award winning Safia Ali of
Saf’s Kitchen. There was no
charge for the meal but diners
could leave a donation to help
continue MK Community

Fridges’ efforts to share good
food to benefit the people of
Milton Keynes.
The team are planning monthly
pop-up events throughout
2018 that work in collaboration
with a venue and a food
professional using unwanted
food collected by the project.
The second Surplus Supper
Club event was the ‘Fridge
Fiesta’ a fundraising evening
featuring a taste of the Americas,
live music from Lost Latinos,
food by Taco Shack and dance
masterclasses delivered by
Salsa Rica MK at The Old Bath
House held on 20th January
2018 - see more in issue 109.
www.mkcommunityfridge.org
Facebook: /MKCommunityFridge
Twitter: @MkFridge

www.wgtc.org.uk

07

WOLVERTON & GREENLEYS COMMUNITY MAGAZINE FEB/MAR 2018 ISSUE 108

08

www.wgtc.org.uk

09

The GREYHOUND
country pub at Haversham
Offers excellent, freshly prepared food
Tuesday until Sunday, lunchtimes and evenings until 8.30pm.

Professional Commercial/Domestic
Painting & Decorating

“Restaurant Quality Food at ordinary pub prices”

For all your painting & decorating requirements.
We utilise the latest spray technology which allows us to
be quicker, cleaner and cost efficient while providing a best
in class finish.
Out of hours work available for Commercial Customers
if required.

Closed for food Sunday evening and all day Monday.

www.littlewards.co.uk

2 High Street Haversham MK19 7DT

Mob: 07545 933 306 or 07769 700 095
Office: 01908 914 240

Booking preferred but not essential, on 01908-313487

WOLVERTON & GREENLEYS COMMUNITY MAGAZINE FEB/MAR 2018 ISSUE 108
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HELPING TO HELP OURSELVES?
BY CLLR MOSS

It’s now nearly three years since I became a Parish
Councillor. As I’ve said before, I joined because I wanted
to make a difference to the community I live in, although
I hadn’t really got a clue what responsibilities and powers
came with being a Councillor.
I quickly found that being a Parish
Councillor confers no advantage
whatsoever and that I had no more
powers (and in some ways less) than I
did as Citizen Moss. All the tools that
we have as a Councillor are out there
for the public, but only if you know
where to look! I have put together a
helpful guide of websites that we can
use to help ourselves and resolve
issues before they become problems.
MILTON KEYNES MAPPING
(http://mapping.milton-keynes.gov.
uk/mymiltonkeynes.aspx)
At first sight the mapping looks like a
rather inferior version of Google Maps.
However, one immediate benefit is that
house numbers are displayed. A closer
look reveals there are all sorts of Milton
Keynes specific overlay maps such
as Snow Plough routes and “named”
roundabouts. Probably the two
most interesting to me are planning
applications and adopted highways.
The example picture to the right shows
all outstanding planning applications
(purple) and all adopted highways
(light blue). The big purple square is
Lidl development, the purple “dots”
near Tesco are applications for
advertising hoardings and the thin
blue stripe between Church Street
and Stratford Road clearly shows
the backways, which are adopted
public highway and should not to be
obstructed by parking!
MK PLANNING PORTAL
(https://publicaccess2.miltonkeynes.gov.uk/online-applications/
search.do)
For more details on individual planning
applications, you can either click on
a property on the map above, or if
you know the planning application
reference, you can search the MK

Planning Portal. In a few clicks,
this lets you view all the public
documentation for a particular
application ranging from the initial
submission to the consultation
responses whether members of
the public, other authorities (such
as highways) or Parish Councils.
When a planning application has
been “decided” by Milton Keynes
the decision notice is also added
to the portal along with any
conditions attached.

This Milton Keynes Mapping website shows planning applications

ROAD CLOSURES
(https://roadworks.org)
This gives an up to date list of all
planned road closures (covering the
whole country so you can check before
setting off on your holiday!). The
picture on the right shows planned
road closures in Buckingham Street,
restrictions caused by gas works on
Stratford Road and (the blue line)
extra traffic on Stratford Road caused
by a diversion elsewhere. Each
symbol on the website gives more
details if clicked.

Planning application refs can be found by clicking the above map

REPORT IT
(https://www.milton-keynes.gov.uk/
pay-report-apply/report-it)
Lastly, lots of non-urgent matters can
be reported to Milton Keynes Council
online although for anything urgent
you are asked to phone 01908 525353
(working hours) or 01908 226699
(out of working hours). Non-urgent
can include anything from single
street lamps not working (three or
more in a row counts as urgent) to
potholes, graffiti, breaches of planning
permission and fly tipping. Many of
the report categories have interactive
maps so you can see, as in this
example, that all the lights around the
Hodge Lea Meeting Place are believed
to be in working order

Roadwork plans for the whole country, planned and present

This website map shows any faulty street lighting

www.wgtc.org.uk
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COUNCIL TAX 2018 UPDATE
BY SALLY MCLELLAN, WGTC

The Town Council’s
precept forms a small
part (less than 4%) of
your Council tax and
is collected for us by
Milton Keynes Council.
This document provides
information about the
contribution provided to
the Town Council and
the services it funds.

There are many changes
occurring in government today,
affecting the services provided.
In October 2017, the Town
Council conducted a survey
with residents to obtain your
views on whether you would like
the Town Council to take on any
services from Milton Keynes
Council, if they were devolved.
From the responses received,
an overwhelming majority
would like us to increase our
precept to take on services
such as street cleansing and
landscaping. Many services will
not be devolved until 2021, so
no increase has been applied
this financial year to take on
these services. The council are
however making improvements
to the environment, by
outsourcing the dog bin
collection, so the caretaking

WGTC BUDGET BREAKDOWN
EXPENDITURE AFTER INCOME DEDUCTED

AMOUNT

EVENTS

£174,248

ENVIRONMENTAL

£55,202

COMMUNICATION

£52,406

LESUIRE AND FACILITIES

£71,292

OUTREACH SERVICES

£7,500

CONTRIBUTION TO RESERVES

£11,000

COUNCILLORS EXPENSES

£1,000

OTHER COSTS ATTRIBUTED TO RUNNING OF THE COUNCIL

£69,291

INCOME
MILTON KEYNES COUNCIL GRANT INCOME

£40,893

PRECEPT

£401,046

team can focus on addressing
dog fouling and litter on the
streets, with the assistance of
residents, volunteers and Britain
in Bloom.
We employ a team of caretakers
and office staff to organise and
support many of the events held
each year, including Wolverton
Fireworks display, Lantern
Festival, Remembrance Sunday
service, Christmas Lights
display, etc.
Many events are volunteer led
from Wolverton residents and
as a result many of the council
events are held in Wolverton.
The council has recruited a
Community Officer who in
2018/2019 will be looking to
hold events in Hodge Lea and
Greenleys with the support
of volunteers.
The council has refurbished
the Hodge Lea Meeting Place
which can now be used for
many community activities.
The council would like to use
this Meeting Place to bring
the community of Hodge Lea
together to make improvements
to the area. Greenleys has lots
of greenspaces for outdoor
events, and the Community
Officer will be consulting with
residents to gain your views
on the type of events that you
would like to see held in these
greenspaces.
Thank you for your
continued support

www.wgtc.org.uk
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MAGNIFICENT ADVENT WINDOWS
BY ROZE SHERWOOD

Community spirit
was at its creative
best with December’s
Wolverton’s Advent
Window project,
organised by Charlie
Mountford-Hill.

23 Streets were allocated a
date in advent culminating
with The Square on the 24th.
A map was organised and
put on Facebook to ensure
everyone knew where to
look and when to reveal their
window. More households
than ever before took part.

Adults and children alike were
delighted with the decorations
and designs that ranged from
detailed Dickensian Silhouettes
of the householders, to Snoopy
& Woodstock pen drawings,
to a tissue paper collage of the
Home Alone star Kevin. The first
window by Gaiska Baez even

went viral on Twitter with it’s
Patridge in a Peartree pun. All
of the windows looked beautiful
by day and magical by night.
Visit the Facebook page
‘Wolverton Advent Window’ to
see all of the photos from this
amazing community project.

www.wgtc.org.uk
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THE SECRET GARDEN AS YOU
HAVE NEVER SEEN IT BEFORE!
BY DIANNE BOWYER, WGTC PROJECTS OFFICER

The Secret Garden
was transformed for a
period of eight days by
international illumination
artist Ulf Pedersen.

As you can see, the gardens and the
canal were illuminated by various
colours & types of lighting for everyone
to enjoy plus some of the lanterns from
the Lantern Parade. Canal barges could
also be seen illuminated along with the
train mural along the tow path.

There were various artists performing
each night with special thanks to
fire artists provided by Black Sheep
Collective who performed some
spectacular shows.
The event was attended by over 6000
people and £1800.00 was raised
by donations for the upkeep of the

WOLVERTON & GREENLEYS COMMUNITY MAGAZINE FEB/MAR 2018 ISSUE 108

Gardens which is maintained by a
group of volunteers. If you would like
to become involved in the gardens
then please call the office.
The event was supported by Bridgman
& Bridgman, W & GTC and the
Community Foundation.
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WONDERFUL WINTER SPIRIT AT
WOW!VERTON LANTERN FESTIVAL
BY HELEN INNES

On 25th November, Wolverton
streets were once again filled
with music, light and laughter
as the town held its annual
Lantern Festival.
The theme for 2017 was ‘MAKE SOME
NOISE’ to celebrate Milton Keynes fiftieth
birthday (MK50) which certainly brought
the carnival atmosphere to the chilly
winters evening. The parade featured
five fantastic samba bands, stilt-walkers,
circus from the children of Concrete
Circus, a crazy Junk Orchestra with
instruments upcycled from rubbish, along
with the huge crowds who joined in with
whistles and kazoos, creating a magical
party atmosphere.
Following a month of making lanterns
and music participation in local schools
and public workshops, children and
families from across MK paraded their
energy and passion. From spectacular
giant lanterns, hundreds of homemade
lanterns, samba beats and instruments,
Wolverton Town Band and the Rock Choir
entertained the crowds in The Square,
whilst hundreds of local musicians, artists
and volunteers created an unforgettable
evening together.
The event was generously supported
and funded by MK Community
Foundation, Wolverton & Greenleys
Town Council, Wolverton Science
and Arts Institute, Tesco Bags of
Help, Avenues Estate Agents, Mrs B’s
Emporium, MK Community Fridge and
MK Christian Foundation.
The Wolverton Lantern Festival
Committee would like to thank
everyone that was involved in the event
to create light and winter wonder for
the town, it’s residents and it’s visitors.

www.wgtc.org.uk
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Tuesdays
1.15 – 2.45pm
Wolverton Evangelical Church

down the alley beside
108a Church Street
For more info call
Mandy 01908 319719

or Jane 01908 415978

www.wecmk.org
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TWELVE DAYS OF CHRISTMAS HAS
EVERYONE ON THEIR FEET! BY BERNICE

An event much looked forward to
by The Wolverton Senior Citizens’
Coffee Club took place at The
Masonic Lodges’ Hall recently.

The Christmas Dinner is one of the highlights of The
Club’s year, not only the splendid meal, but also for
the entertainment. Songs sung by Lillian Carter and
Malcolm Aspinal were greatly enjoyed, but of course
topped off by The Twelve Days of Christmas.

Everyone is a good sport for that, on their feet singing
their part with gusto and this year was no exception.
Grateful thanks were extended to the Wolverton
Lodges and all the helpers including Cllr Hillary
Saunders for another wonderful party.

A BIG THANK YOU FROM ROTARY!
BY MIKE THOMAS

Wolverton & Stony Stratford Rotary Club would
like to say a ‘Big Thank You’ to all the members
of the public who gave so generously to the
Santa Sleigh when it toured around the northern
parts of Milton Keynes and local supermarkets
during December 2017.
This year’s Santa Tour raised
a magnificent total of £5,875,
which will be distributed to
numerous charities and local
community organisations
including Willen Hospice,
Kids Out, SERV (Service by
Emergency Rider Volunteers
- ‘Blood Bikes’) and MK Dons
SET (Sport & Education Trust).
Special thanks also go to all
those who helped our members
with the collections and to
the management and staff of
Budgens in Stony Stratford and

Sainsbury’s in Central Milton
Keynes for kindly allowing us
to collect at their stores.
Although the sleigh did all
its planned evening tours,
including the usual two around
Wolverton, unfortunately the
day at Tesco’s had to be
cancelled as the snow and ice
was just too much for even
Santa and his helpers to get
safely to the store, for which
he apologises!

Our Santa Sleigh at Wolverton’s Lantern Festival.

www.wgtc.org.uk
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News from

Greenleys First School
Where Children Come First

Wolverton Lantern Festival
In advance of the annual Wolverton Lantern Festival, Gill, Hannah and Cathy came
into school to hold Lantern Workshops with our Year 2 children. They taught the
children how to make these lovely delicate (yet sturdy) structures which were
used to make up the Lantern Festival motif. Lots of our Year 2 children attended
the event which was very beautiful and a huge success, and took part in the
singing as well.

Christmas Performances
During the second half of the Autumn Term everyone
practiced their roles for the Christmas Performances
held during week beginning 10th December.
Foundation Stage children performed in their own
special version of the Nativity, and the older children
performed in “Mayhem in the Manger”, an original
production written and directed by Sally Carson (teacher). Both performances were very well

received by the audiences, and we are very proud of the children for all their hard work.

Theatre Visit
As an exciting end to the Autumn Term all children in school went by coach to
The Stables in Wavendon to watch a performance of The Stickman . This was
hugely enjoyed by all the children (and also by the staff and volunteers who
accompanied them!). The children who were able to sit very close to the stage
had a great view. It was a marvelous production of this hugely popular
children’s book, and strongly recommended!

Walk to Church
The whole school walked to Holy Trinity Church in Old Wolverton on the last day
of term (20th December).
Year 2 children lit Christingles and sang Christmas Carols.
The children in Year 1 and the Foundation Stage sang some of the songs they
learned for their Christmas Performances, and revisited the Nativity story.
All the oranges for the Christingles were generously donated by the local Tesco
Express in Greenleys.

Fundraising during Autumn Term
We have been very busy raising money for various charities and also the school.
Recent fundraising activities for charities:
- Children in Need - £166.20 raised
- Save the Children (Christmas Jumper Day) - £149.35 raised

Our school website address is: www.greenleysfirstschool.org.uk
Please take a look!
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CHANGE IS COMING TO WYVERN
SCHOOL BY STEVE SPRINGETT-MCHUGH NEWS
The school has a new
Executive Headteacher,
Steve Springett-McHugh
(Bushfield School). We
are now sharing good
practice, developing
teaching, and
strengthening learning
for the children coming
through our doors.

At its heart, Wyvern will still be
a warm, welcoming school for
the community; somewhere
where your children feel safe
and happy to come to school.
While our last Ofsted report
has given us a clear mandate
to change and develop, this
is something that we must
continue to hold dear. Going
forward, Wyvern will retain its
unique identity while making
sure it delivers a strong and rich

educational experience
to improve outcomes for
your children.
New year, new opportunities
and a new start. I am excited
for the future of Wyvern School
and I invite prospective parents
(and existing) to come in and
meet me and the staff to
show you how we are moving
forward, onwards and upwards.

JUST IN!

There is a consultation on a
proposal to formally federate
Wyvern School and Bushfield
School, starting in April 2018. A
federation is where two schools
work closely together under one
governing board, whilst retaining
their own identity.
https://www.milton-keynes.gov.
uk/consultations/433
Closes on 9th March 2018.

RADCLIFFE COMES 1ST IN THE
MILTON KEYNES PARLIAMENTARY
DEBATE COMPETITION

BY JOE BERRY, PROVISION AND PROGRESS MANAGER - ENGLISH
On the 12th December our
Debate Team travelled to the
Palace of Westminster to take
part in the finals of the Milton
Keynes Schools Parliamentary
Debate Competition.
Once again, Sixth Formers Anna Bulman
and Emily Bartlett were speaking for
the Radcliffe, having ousted Oak Grove,
the Webber Independent School and
Stantonbury in previous rounds.
In the final, they were up against very stiff
competition from Shenley Brook End. The
motion Anna and Emily were opposing was
‘Representatives are under obligation to
carry out the democratically expressed will
of the people.’ Each speaker had prepared
a six-minute speech, and interventions
were allowed inside the middle four
minutes. Anna and Emily stood up to a
barrage of challenging interventions from
Shenley and managed to find time to make
the points that they had been working hard
to research in the previous week.

The competition took place in a chamber
normally used for parliamentary
backbenchers’ debates; a very formal
and historic venue adjoining Westminster
Hall. Our students were impressed by the
green leather chairs and array of individual
desk microphones!
It was a hard-fought and very close
competition, with each side gaining
advantage and conceding ground at
certain points. Ultimately, however, the
Radcliffe School defeated Shenley Brook
End to take home the title and prestigious
shield, which will be kept in the school
until we are called upon to defend the
title next year. In the meantime, Anna and
Emily will be establishing and running a
Debate Group for Year 11 students, so
watch this space.
I’m sure you will join me in congratulating
our champion debaters, Anna Bulman and
Emily Bartlett, as well as their dedicated
team of supporters: Mattisse Boddy, Elle
Quinn, Shamima Afzal, Aliyyah Jabeen,
Alex Medina and Mohsin Muhammad.

Radcliffe Debate Team at the Palace of Westminster.

www.wgtc.org.uk
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The Bushfield Cafe team

BONJOUR
BUSHFIELD!

BY STEPHEN WESTON
At the end of
last term, the
whole school
(including the
grown-ups)
celebrated
with a French
breakfast.
We taught the children
how to order in French
and had a team of
waiters from Year 6
to help support in
speaking French and
delivering the food.
The day was organised
by our specialist
French teacher, Mrs
Coffey, who teaches
French (and other
languages) to the
children across the
school every week.
The children were able
to order things like:
• un jus d’orange
• un croissant
• un chocolat chaud

But were challenged
to put their order into
sentences:
•	Je voudrais un pain
au chocolat s’il
vous plaît.

THE RUGBY
CLUB THAT
NEARLY NEVER
WAS BY GARY SPINKS
Did you know that MKRUFC originally began as
Wolverton Rugby Club in the mid-1870’s and has
ties to what is now known as the ‘Urb Farm’ where
Albert French played for the team before leaving to
go to war where he was killed in action?
The club was left in limbo until sometime after the Second World
War but was reformed only by a chance letter written to the local
gazette by John Cawthorn on 22nd November 1958, in order to
try and save the club which was close to folding. Now 60 years
on the club is a thriving success and has evolved from Wolverton
RUFC to MKRUFC moving from Greenleys to their new site based
in Emerson Valley.

Breakfast time!

Even adding butter and
jam to their croissant
order in French!
We all had a lovely
morning and got
through a staggering
amount of food. It
was great opening the
Bushfield Café and
listening to French
music while we ate
– we look forward
to running this event
again next year.

Guests were invited to attend a special celebration dinner in order to honour
John Cawthorn and his plight to save the club all those years ago, he was
presented with a framed copy of the letter sent to the Wolverton Gazette.

www.wgtc.org.uk
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www.milton-keynes.gov.uk/libraries

Storytimes

Knit, Natter & Stitch

Wolverton Library

Informal knitting & stitching group at Wolverton Library

Tel: 01908 312812

www.milton-keynes.gov.uk/libraries

Stories, Songs and Rhymes
for the Under 5s.

Join us at our monthly informal knitting & stitching
group meeting. Beginners and experts are all welcome.
Bring along your current project!

Fridays 2-2.30pm. Come and join the fun!

We meet at Wolverton Library 1.00 – 2.30pm
on 1st Tuesday of every month.

Please note that these sessions are Term Time only.

The Inner Wheel Club
of Wolverton will be
holding a fashion show
at The Ridgeway Centre.
7pm, Wednesday 16th May. High Street
fashion at bargain prices in aid of ZANE.

Tel: 01908 312812

Women’s Institute
New Manor W.I. would like to welcome guests and new
members to its monthly meetings in Wolverton every
second Wednesday of the month. On February 14th we
are having a fundraising evening. There will be a BEETLE
DRIVE and a raffle, in the cafe at Foundation House,
starting at 7.45pm. Entry including refreshments will be £4.

For more info Tel. 01908 320517
Living Archive MK is pleased to be part of the Milton Keynes
Birthday Open Weekend, the culmination of a whole year’s
worth of events celebrating 50 years of Milton Keynes.

Make No Little Plans Exhibition,
MK Library (free): 20 January - 22 February 2018

Visit Milton Keynes Central
Library for an exhibition on the
city builders’ stories. Featuring
images and interviews about
the early days of Milton Keynes.
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The March meeting, also on Wednesday 14th at 7.45pm,
will be a talk on Malta by Major David Squibb of the
Salvation Army. April will be a talk on the History
of Concertinas and May will be a Royal
Wedding Supper!
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OPERATION DARKNIGHT LAUNCHED
TO TARGET WINTER BURGLARIES
BY MILTON KEYNES POLICE
Thames Valley Police in
Milton Keynes started
its three-month winter
burglary operation on
Tuesday 31st October
to combat dwelling
burglaries and target
offenders during the
darker winter months.
Operation Darknight has been
run four times in recent years in
Milton Keynes and has helped
to significantly reduce the
numbers of dwelling burglaries
over the winter period. During
the operation the Milton Keynes
Neighbourhood teams will
be running crime prevention
activities on estates offering
general crime prevention
advice and SmartWater; an
international crime prevention
company with a track record for
deterring criminal activity.

Residents are advised that,
with the clocks having gone
back, now is an important time
to check that your home is not
vulnerable to burglary.
If you have any concerns,
or just want some crime
prevention advice and
information, feel free
to approach your local
neighbourhood officers who will
be able to assist you.
“We would urge residents to get
in touch with any information
they may have in relation to
criminal activity occurring
in their neighbourhood.
We require the help of the
public and will treat any
information with the strictest of
confidentiality.”
Residents can follow the crime
prevention tips below:
•	keep front and back doors
locked, even when you’re
at home

•	install a burglar alarm with a
visible alarm box
•	fit a door chain and spyhole
for extra security
•	keep all valuables and keys
out of sight and out of reach
of doors and windows
•	store high value items in a
hidden safe
•	mark your belongings and
register them for free with
Immobilise
•	fit energy efficient security
lighting
•	don’t leave spare keys in
obvious places such as under
doormats or plant pots
•	keep items that could be
used to break into your
property such as ladders,
tools and wheelie bins stored
safely away
•	lock side gates to prevent easy
access to the rear of the property
•	check fencing regularly to
keep it in good repair

•	use pea shingle on driveways
or under windows, as it
crunches loudly when
stepped on
•	trim overgrown hedges
and plants to remove
hiding places and improve
surveillance
•	use a timer switch to make
your house look occupied,
even when it isn’t
•	consider joining or forming
a Neighbourhood Watch
scheme
Residents in Milton Keynes can
obtain localised information
by following the Milton Keynes
Twitter account @TVP_MK and
looking out for #Op_Darknight.
For regular updates on crime
and disorder in your area you
can sign up to Thames Valley
Alert, and you can call the
non-emergency number 101
and ask to speak to a Crime
Reduction Advisor.

COFFEE CLUB’S FESTIVE FUN BY BERNICE

A surprise visit from Santa
certainly added fun to The
Wolverton Senior Citizens’
Coffee Club Christmas Party.
Alas his Christmas Fairy
had a wardrobe malfunction

and lost both her wand and
tiara, which only added
to the laughter. Everyone
wanted wishes granted but
impossible without the wand,
luckily found in Santa’s sack!

The hall had been colourfully
decked, with a beautiful tree
donated by Bridgman and
Bridgman as a centrepiece.
The tables were filled with
hats, crackers, flowers and

hot mince pies provided
generously by Tesco’s.
Christmas Fairy, Secretary
Bernice Taylor-Brown
announced Santa, Chairman

Bernard Dackcombe’s arrival
in traditional panto rhyme,
who then gave all members
a gift. It proved to be a most
enjoyable event.

www.wgtc.org.uk
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WOLVERTON TOWN BOWLS CLUB
BY BRUCE GOLDSMITH
Just because it’s Winter it
doesn’t mean that all work
stops at the Bowls Club. Work
continues on the bowling green
as it’s continually cared for and
tended in preparation for next
season which begins in April.
Maintenance work continues in and
around the Clubhouse, with paint
brushes in use, applying a lick of paint

to brighten and smarten it up. Our
regular maintenance team have a full
schedule of jobs to complete, including
the construction of a new spectator
seating area.

In the meantime our regular Wednesday
evening Bingo sessions continue, starting at
7.30pm at the Clubhouse in Cambridge
Street, to which all are welcome,
members and non-members alike.

Our fixture list for the coming season is
nearly finalised now and we shall have
our usual full programme of competitive
and friendly games to look forward, in
which we hope to equal or improve upon
the very successful season we enjoyed
last year.

For further information about the
Bowls Club or its activities, please
contact: Bruce Goldsmith 01908
310514 Dave Tysoe 07746954164
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WOLVERTON GILBERT & SULLIVAN SOCIETY PRESENTS…

THE
GONDOLIERS
Be transported to 18th century Venice
and ‘take a pair of sparkling eyes’ as
you meet the handsome brothers,
Marco and Giuseppe Palmieri,
gondoliers extraordinaire.

Which one shall be crowned? And
who will be his queen? Some of the
finest music and funniest characters
in G&S will guide you to the
hilarious conclusion.

Our feckless pair have just married
their pretty girlfriends, Gianetta and
Tessa. However, their happy-everafter is interrupted by the news that
one (and only one) of the two men is
of royal birth and is due to take up his
role as King of Barataria at once. Noone knows who is the rightful heir, so
they are both transported to their new
kingdom to await the fateful decision.

Performed by local group, Wolverton
Gilbert & Sullivan Society, the show
is gloriously staged in colourful
traditional costume with a full
orchestra and a big chorus. The
show runs from Wednesday 21st
March to Saturday 24th March 2018
at 7.30pm at Stantonbury Theatre,
Milton Keynes, MK14 6BN.

Tickets are available from www.
wolvertongands.co.uk priced £16
for adults, £13 for full time students,
unwaged and anyone aged 60 or
over, and children (under 14s) £5.
Alternatively, you can send your
request for tickets with a cheque and
stamped self-addressed envelope to:
The Box Office,
33 Western Drive,
Hanslope,
MK19 7LA.

Photo by Robert Skears www.shotz4u.co.uk

AN UPDATE ON PLANNING WITHIN
OUR PARISH BY MANDY SHIPP
Earlier in the edition Cllr Moss provided
a really useful guide on finding out
information that we can help ourselves
and our community with. Included within
the useful information were details on
the planning portal on the Milton Keynes
Council website, this holds all information
on any plans that have been submitted to
MKC along with any decisions that have
been made for that application – logging
on to this site will keep you abreast of all
the applications that have been received
and commented on.
Larger applications are taken to Full
Council where they are discussed and
comments are then submitted to MK
Planning on behalf of the Council. Mk
Planning do not have to make their final
decision based on our comments, but any
comments received from us are taken into
account and material considerations are
used to determine whether to approve or
reject an application.

To put you in the picture, an application
has been received for a McDonald’s
takeaway restaurant to be built in the
car park opposite Tesco’s garage.
WGTC have provided a list of material
objections for this, but one of the
major concerns is the impact that this
development would have on traffic along
Stratford Road and McConnell Drive. If
you wish to see further comments for
this proposed development please use
the link below adding in the following
application number: 17/03190/FUL
https://publicaccess2.milton-keynes.
gov.uk/online-applications/
THE AGORA CAR PARK
DEVELOPMENT
A meeting was held by MKC on the
19th December regards the plans for
the sale of the Agora Car Park; this was
attended by representatives of WGTC
and local businesses and community
representatives. WGTC are in support

of the development of the Agora,
but understand that the car park has
been earmarked for a predominantly
residential development, meaning the
loss of the current free parking within
the town centre.
The car park is currently leased by MKC
who own the freehold of this to the
Agora, but have been approached by
the developer to sell the freehold to them
for development.
At the meeting held it was agreed that,
MKC will sell the car park to Town for an
agreed figure, but this would be subject
to the following conditions:
i – Setting up a working committee,
representing local and community
interests for the development
ii – Any developments are subject to
planning permission being agreed
by MKC
Watch this space for further updates.
www.wgtc.org.uk
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WHAT’S ON!
FEBRUARY & MARCH 2018
DATE & TIME

DESCRIPTION

LOCATION

1st Tuesday each month 10.30am-12noon

Coffee Morning

St Georges Church

1st and 3rd Saturday each month

Farmers Market

Town Hall

1st Wednesday each month 10am-11.30am

Coffee Morning

Hodge Lea Meeting Place

1st Tuesday each month 1pm-2.30pm

Knit, natter and stitch

Wolverton Library

Every Tuesday 1.15pm-2.45pm

Toddler Group

Wolverton Evangelical Church

Every Tuesday 1.30pm-3.30pm

Here to help

Kings Community Centre

Every Thursday 11.30am-1.30pm

Lunch Drop in

Kings Community Centre

Every Friday 9am-1pm

Country Market

The Old Bath House

1st Monday each month 6pm

Wolverton Health Centre Patient Participation Group

Wolverton Health Centre

6th February 7.30pm-9pm

Lantern Festival Exhibition – Could you be part of it?

WGTC Reception Foyer

7th February 3.30-5pm

Lantern Festival Exhibition – Could you be part of it?

WGTC Reception Foyer

12th – 16th February 11am-4.30pm

Half term Activities

Milton Keynes Museum

16th February

Twinning Deposit due

WGTC

9th March

Deadline for the questionnaires to be returned

WGTC or Greenleys Fish and Chip Shop

9th March 12noon

NEWSLETTER SUBMISSIONS DEADLINE FOR ISSUE 109

WGTC

10th March and then 2nd Saturday each month

Blue Light Disco

Kings Community Centre

23rd March

Deadline for mayoral chains

WGTC

Visit our website for months of event listings at www.wgtc.org.uk
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CONTACT US
WOLVERTON & GREENLEYS TOWN COUNCIL
Serving the communities of Wolverton, Greenleys, Old Wolverton,
Wolverton Mill, Stonebridge, Hodge Lea and Stacey Bushes.
Office Town Hall, Creed
Street, Wolverton, MK12 5LY
Open 11am to 4pm on Mondays.
Open 10am to 3pm on Tuesdays,
Thursdays & Fridays.
Open 1pm to 4pm on Wednesdays.

Phone +44 (0)1908 326800
Email office@wgtc.org.uk
Web www.wgtc.org.uk
 @WandGTC
 wolverton & Greenleys Town Council
 wolvertonandgreenleys

TOWN HALL STAFF
Sally McLellan TOWN CLERK
Mandy Shipp ASSISTANT TO THE CLERK
Dorothy Parker FINANCE OFFICER
Dianne Bowyer PROJECT OFFICER
Olivia Mckee COMMUNITY OFFICER
Ash Randall AREA CARETAKER
(call 01908 326800 during Officer hours)
Alec Brindle ASSISTANT CARETAKER

YOUR TOWN COUNCILLORS
GREENLEYS WARD

email: s.bryant@wgtc.org.uk

Stacey Bushes and Hodge Lea Ward:

Joanne Fensome
email: j.fensome@wgtc.org.uk

Samera Mukadam
email: s.mukadam@wgtc.org.uk

Munir Bakare
email: m.bakare@wgtc.org.uk

WOLVERTON WEST WARD

Robin Bradburn
phone: 07742 164318, email:
robin.bradburn@milton-keynes.gov.uk

Amanda Webster
email: a.webster@wgtc.org.uk

Hilary Saunders
phone: 01908 319271
email: h.saunders@wgtc.org.uk

HODGE LEA WARD
Paul Fussell
email: p.fussell@wgtc.org.uk
Pamela Johnstone
phone: 01908 313639
email: p.johnstone@wgtc.org.uk
STACEY BUSHES WARD
Ansar Basir Hussain CHAIRMAN
phone: 01908 579391
email: a.hussain@wgtc.org.uk
Raja Khan
email: r.khan@wgtc.org.uk
WOLVERTON EAST WARD
Jess Holroyd
phone: 01908 315342
email: j.holroyd@wgtc.org.uk
Adrian Moss VICE CHAIRMAN
phone: 07905 319140
email: a.moss@wgtc.org.uk
Stephen Bryant
phone: 01908 313005

Jenny Marklew
phone: 07843 012613
email: j.marklew@wgtc.org.uk
Shaaron Forbes
email: s.forbes@wgtc.org.uk

Marie Bradburn
phone: 01908 234120, email:
marie.bradburn@milton-keynes.gov.uk
Robert Exon
phone: 01908 220321, email:
robert.exon@milton-keynes.gov.uk

Yvonne Cook
email: y.cook@wgtc.org.uk

WARD COUNCILLOR
DROP IN SURGERIES

Steven Barby
phone: 0771 5944349
email: s.barby@wgtc.org.uk

Wolverton Town Hall
1st & 3rd Saturdays of each month
from 10.00am.

MKC WARD COUNCILLORS

No appointment needed.
Appointments can also be
arranged at any time throughout
the year. Please get in touch.

Wolverton Ward:
Peter Marland
phone: 07769 365316, email:
peter.marland@milton-keynes.gov.uk
Robert Middleton
phone: 07849 725830, email:
robert.middleton@milton-keynes.gov.uk
Norman Miles
phone: 07808 844771, email:
norman.miles@milton-keynes.gov.uk

WGTC do NOT endorse any of the businesses advertised or any views expressed in the featured articles.
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